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PARLIAMENT QUESTION/ 

MOST IMMED] 

IAL 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(NGO SECTION) 



»»» 


Subject : (I) Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 12 for 1-3-2005 by Shri 
Subrata Bose, MP regarding expenditure incurred on Subhas Chandra 

Bose enquiry committees, and 

(II) Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 811 for 1-3-2005 by Major 

General (Retd.) B.C.Khanduri, MP regarding Subhas Chandra Bose 

Reference MHA endorsement no. I/13012/1/2005-NCB-II dated 22 
February 2005 (FR-I) and no. 13012/2/2005-NCB-II dated 22 February 2005 (FR-II) 
seeking MEA's inputs on two Lok Sabha Unstarred Questions by Shri Subrata 
Bose, MP and Major General (Retd.) B.C.Khanduri, MP regarding Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 


<A 


2. Available NGO records relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose have 

been scrutinised. A file No. 25/4/NGO-Volume-II relating to "The establishment of 
an Enquiry Committee to enquire into the circumstances of the alleged death of Netaji 
Bose" has been located, which contains papers/ notings dating back to 1955-56 on 
the work of the Shah Nawaz Committee. 


3. Similarly, inputs in respect of pro| 

September 2004, which was eventually cancelled 
FR-II . 



of JMCI to Russia in 
below, for replying to 



■f 


JS (CNV) 


Section Qf£ie«(NGO) 
24 February 2005 
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INDIA - TAIPEI ASSOCIATION * 

¥ & - fr * it -t 

SUITE 2010, TWTC INTERNATIONAL TRADE BUILDING, No. 333, KEELUNG RO. SEC 1j TAIPEI, TAIWAN 

333(4 2010 1 (■«*♦* ) 

Til ; 080-2-2757-011273 Fax : 880-2-2757-0117 
••mall: llaQmii, hlnaLmt 


FAX MESSAGE 

From: Director General, India-Taipei Association, Taipei 

To: Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi 


Reference your fax message dated 24 February 2005 regarding documents and 
records requested from Taiwanese authorities in connection with alleged death of 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Subsequent to the visit of JMCI, the authorities have written to the concerned 
agencies requesting them to locate documents that might be in archives. Authorities 
have requested for more time, since these records, if available, will need time to 
locate. Due to the long Chinese New Year holidays from 4-14 February, they have | • 
only been able to initiate matters last week. 


We have reminded them again today about the urgency of this matter, and will 
pursue the JMCI request. 

Kjtocu-dU 



No. Tai/Pol/1/2004 
Dated 25 February 2005 





(Vijay Gokhale) 
Director General 
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Jdstice WIukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Subs ias Chandra Bose. 

B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirxa Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Phone 


(€) 'g uliuu&H ' 

" *s7j 

-2835 


< T hmrmun 


- 2252-: 


Secretary - 2252-2767 

(Jfjicer on 

Special Duty - 2252 2765 
OJJlce - 2252-2766 /6Q 


fax : 033-22 52-2765 


e-mail 


No. JMCI/Stat. REPT./ 99-2000/33A (111/419(4) February 15, 2005 

From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 


To 1. The Secretary, 

^ Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 


Attention : The Joint Secretary (Security), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, North Block, 

0 New Delhi 110001. 

The Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, South Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 


Attention : The Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, South Block, 
New Delhi 110001. 


i 



3. The Secretary', 

Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi- 1 10004. 

4 The Director, 

Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi-1 10001 . 

Subject : Status Report from 01.01.2005 to 31.01.2005 

Ref : Your Office letter No.I/12014/l/2000-lS(D.Ill) dated 07.02.2000. 



Sir, 


1 am directed to forward herewith a ‘Status Report’ of Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry, for favour of taking necessary action at your end (in respect of 
such of the matters in the Status Report as may be applicable to your Ministry / 
Department / Office). 

Yours faithfully. 


(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duly 


Enel : As stated above 


Justice lYIuklicrjee Commission of Inquiry 

SSI or likj.m v Into the Alloyed Disappearance of 
N I -TAJ I SUBIIAS ClIANDKA BOSE. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

STATUS REPORT 
(From 01.01.2005 to 31.01.2005) 


This Status Report is in continuation of the Status Report for the period from 01 . 12.2004 
to 3 1 . 1 2.2004 forwarded earlier by the Commission to the Secretaries, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, Cabinet Secretariat, as also to the Director, 
Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, for favour of taking necessary action at their 
respective ends (in respect of such of the matters in the Status Report as may be 
applicable to them). 

(a) The hearing of the Commission was held on January 07, 2005 at 1 1 .00 O’clock in 
the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, 
Kolkata 700007 and out of four witnesses summoned only two witnesses, viz., Dr. 
V.K. Kashyap and Dr. Madhusudan Pal were present and examined / further 
examined during the said hearing. The deponents prayed for fixing another date 
for hearing of the arguments.. Their prayer was considered and allowed for fixing 
January 14, 2005 for arguments. 

(b) On January 14, 2005 three Learned Advocates, namely, Smt. Chandrei Alam, Shi i 
Rudrajyoti Bhattacharya, and Shri Keshab Bhattacharya were heard and 
Febnruary 3, 2005 was fixed for the next hearing. 

(a) The Hon’ble Chairman visited various establishments of the Government of 
Taiwan and the local Government of Taipei City on January 26 and 27, 2005. 
The Secretary of the Commission, who was to accompany the Hon’ble Chairman 
could not do so owing to his serious illness. On both the days, Shri Subrata Bose, 
one of the deponents in the Inquiry, was present all along. On January 27 Shri 
Nandalal Chakravarty, a deponent and Shri Keshab Bhattacharya, Learned 
Advocate of the Calcutta High Court appearing for some of the deponents were 
also present. The Hon’ble Chairman requested Mr. Sean Hsu, an Officer of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan to search for some relevant documents which 
were not readily available and to send true copies of the said documents to the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India for onward transmission to the 
Commission. Mr. Hsu was kind enough to assure that he would do the needful 
within a fortnight. By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000- 
0 1 /70(1 1 1)/40 1, dated 01.02.2005, the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, has been requested to kindly pursue the matter. 


On January 28, 2005 the Hon’ble Chairman visited Bangkok and examined Mr. 
II B Kapasi. (he only witness made available to the Commission there. Shri 
Bose, Shri Chakravarty and Shri Bhattacharya were present at the time of 
recording the deposition of Mr. Kapasi. The Hon'ble Chairman came back to 
Kolkata on January 29, 2005. 

Further to the position stated in para 3 of the Status Report for December, 2004 it 
is stated that the Commission has no knowledge as to how the Writ matter 
referred to therein stands at present. 

Shri Keshab Bhattacharya, Advocate for All India Forward Bloc and another has 
sent to the Commission on January 4, 2005 an advance copy of the affirmed 
application which he stated, would be mentioned on January 6, 2005 before the 
Division Bench of the Calcutta High Court to get the matter similar to the Writ 
petition mentioned in para 3 of the Status Report for December, 2004, heard on 
January 7, 2005. It is not known to the Commission how this matter stands at 
present. 



(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


f^T 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-VolJaiI ' 11 March 2005 


Dear 


Please refer to Secretary (JMCI)’s letters no. JMCI/25/2000/298 
dated 25.1 1.04, drawing attention to a sworn affidavit filed by one Dr. Tilak 
Raj Sareen of New Delhi and to a newspaper report that appeared in the 
Telegraph newspaper on 26.9.1994, wherein a reference was made to the 
availability of “accessible pictorial and documentary material on 
NetajVs stay at Saigon in 1945 with the Government of Vietnam”. 

2. We had taken up the matter with our Mission in Hanoi (Vietnam). 
The Mission thereafter approached the Director General of the Vietnamese 
State Archives Department for assistance in the matter. 

» , 

3. A copy of the reply dated 23 February 2005, received by the Mission 
from the Director General of the Vietnamese State Archives Department is 
enclosed alongwith a similar reply received on 28 August 2003. It would be 
seen from these responses that no records are available with any of the 
museums or archive centres in Vietn am that could have provided clues to 
the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


Shri M. Roy 

Officer on Special Duty, 

Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry, 

*B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 



Yours 


(L.D.Ralte) 




Ambassador of India, Vietnam 

*T5R5jT, fowra 


HAN/103/18/2005 23 rd February 2005 

* £ejl-e. / 



I am writing to you with reference to your DO letter No 25/4/NGO- 
Vol XIII dated 07 January 2005 and other related correspondence exchanged 
between the Mission and your office, in connection with the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of enquiry. 

2. In our ongoing efforts to obtain information/documents, which may 
give some useful clues to the Commission of enquiry and also to follow up 
the contents of sworn affidavit filed by Dr Tilak Raj Sareen of New Delhi 
(Para 2 of your letter of 03 Dec 04), we once again approached and liaised 
with the Director General of State Archives Department of Vietnam. He in 
turn approached all national archives centres in Vietnam to ascertain if any 
records were available, which may give useful clues regarding Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

' y 3. A copy of the reply received from Director General of the State 

Records and Archives Department dated 23 February 2005 is attached for 
y your perusal. A copy of similar reply sent by them on 28 August 2003 is 
/ also enclosed. 


4. It would be evident from a perusal of these letters that no records are 
available with any of the museums or archive centres in Vietnam which may 
provide clues to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 




58 - 60 Tran Hung Dao, Hanoi, Tel: (844) 8244989/8244990/8244994 Fax: (844) 8244998 
E-mail: ambindia@netnam.org.vn web site: www.indembassy.com.vn 




THE STATE RECORDS AND ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT OF VIETNAM 
12 Dao Tan, Ba Dinh, Hanoi. Tel. (84 4) 8327001; Fax. (84 4) 8328553 


Ref /VTETNN-TTNC 


Hanoi, £$ February 2005 


To: The Embassy of India in Vietnam 
Hanoi 


The State Records and Archives Department of Vietnam presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of India in Vietnam and has the honour to refer 
to the Embassy’s Note Verbale No. HAN/103/17/2004 dated December 23, 
2004, as follows: 

Ih 2003, at the request of the Embassy of India in the Note Verbale No. 
HAN/ 103/ 16/2002 dated July 23, 2003, the State Archives Department, now 
the State Records and Archives Department, instructed all the national 
archives centres of Vietnam to search for the records relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Hose, the Indian leader and founder of the Indian National Army, 
however they didn’t find out any documents on the above matter. The State 
Archives Department has informed the result to the Embassy of India in the 
letter No. 420/LTNN-NVTl/of 28 August 2003. 

Up to now, no any pictorial or documentary material on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose has been discovered in the holdings of the national 
archive centres under the State Records and Archives Department of 
Vietnam. 

* , • i •,**.•* _ • 

The State Records and Archives Department of Vietnam avails itself of 
the opportunity to renew to the Embassy of India in Vietnam, the assurances 
of its highest. consideration. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL 

OF THE STATE RECORDS AND ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT 



Td UIHt-T :TT S002 ZZ 'cpJ 
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THE STATE ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT 
OF VIETNAM 



The Socialist Republic of Vietnam 

Independence - Freedom - Happiness 


No. 420/LTNN-NVTU Hanoi, 28 th August, 2003 

Ref. Materials on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Vietnam 


Kind attention to: The Embassy of India in Vietnam 

In reply to the Note Verbale No. HAN/103/16/2002 dated 23/7/2003 issued 
by the Embassy of India in Vietnam, requesting us to provide materials related to 
the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, an Indian leader and the 
founder of Indian National Army, in Vietnam, the State Archives Department has 
the honour to inform that: 

According to the reports made by All the national archives centres of the 
Vietnam State Archives Department, the agency in charge of archiving all 
materials on history of Vietnam, there is NO document related to the appearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Vietnam in these centres. 

Please accept, the esteemed Embassy, the assurance of our highest 
consideration. 


Recipients: 

- As mentioned above 

- Archive 


FOR THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE 
STATE ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL 


Nguyen Thi Tam 
(signed and sealed) 


Tam 23.02.05 


* . 




* 




CUC LUU TRC NHA NUOC 
/LTNN-NVTU 


C0NG HOA XA H0I CHU NGHlA VlfiT NAM 
Dqc Iflip - Tif do - Hanh phfic 


V/v tiki Ii6u lifin quan d£n Ha ndi, ngdy..&&. thdng 8 ndtn 2003 

6ng Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
b Viet Nam 


Kinh giri : Dai sti qudn An DO tai Viet Nam 


V£ van b&n s<5 HAN/103/16/2002 ngay 23/7/2003 cua Dai sir quan An 
DO tai V^t Nam giri v/v dO nghi cung c£p tai lieu lien quan left sir co mat cua 
ngirdi sting lap vti lanh dao qutin dpi An DO Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 6 
Viet Nam, Cue Liru trti Nhti nude xin trti Ibi nhir sau: 

Theo btio ctio cua cac Trung ttim Liru trti QuOc gia thuOc Cue Liru trtf 

• i 

Nhti nude - noi true ti£p quan ty ttii lieu luu trtf lich sir cim Viet Nam thl hien 
nay, ctic Trung ttim khOng co ttii li6u lien quan tori su c6 mat cua ngtii Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose b Viet Nam. Vtiy, Cue Liru trti Nhti nude xin thOng brio 

dd Dai sti quan An DO tai Viet Nam dupe bi£t. 

Chung tOi xin giri tai Qu^ ca quan lcfi chtio trtin trong./. H 


Noi nhdn: 
m Nhu trCn ; 
l Liru VT. NVTU^ 




KT. CUC TRLT0NG CUC LUtJ TRO NIlA NU0C 

CVC TRUONG 


1 
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Dy.No.'H^./JS (CNV)/200^ 
Date 3>\^\° S' 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT MATTERS 



Ministry of External Affairs 

(Parliament Section) 

**** 

May please see the enclosed LSS U. O. No 4395/09.03/2005-Q 
dated 2 nd March, 2005 received from Question Branch,, Lok Sabha 
Secretariat for facts and comments on Lok Sabha USQ Dy. NO. 4395 
for 09.03.2005 regarding Controversial disappearance of Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

It is requested that facts/comments in respect of the above 
Question may be furnished immediately to Lok Sabha Secretariat, as 
per their directions. A copy of the earlier reference is enclosed herewith. 


% 


A copy of your reply may also be endorsed to Parliament Section 
for information. 



(N.K.Sood) 


Section Officer (Parliament) 
3 rd March, .2005 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 


JS C it'l l 


0 


B.S. DAHIYA 

UNDER SECRETARY 
B 23034173 
d 23012629 


Dated : 02.03.2005 


NO. SQ. 4395/09. 03/2005-Q 


Dear Shri Ernest 


Please refer to this Secretariat U.O. of even numbers dated the 


26.02.2005 forwarding a copy of S.Q. Dy. No. 4395 for 09.03.2005 
regarding Controversial disappearance of Subhash Chandra Bose for 

facts. 

2. No reply has been received so far from your Ministry. I would request you 
to please look into the matter personally and have the facts furnished 

immediately. 

3. In case facts are not received immediately, the admissibility of the 
question will be decided on merits presuming that Ministry have nothing to say in 
the matter. 


With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



UNDER SECRETARY 


Shri K.P. Ernest, 

Joint Secretary (coord.) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

NEW DELHI. 


J.8. (KA'/a OmCE 
dy. m®-- 

DXTI 


M OST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION 




Ministry of External Affairs 

(Parliament Section) 
**** 


May please see the enclosed Provisionally Admitted Question(s) 

for Lok Sabha Diary No(s) for 

answer on 09.03.2005 received from Question Branch of Lok Sabha 
Secretariat on 28. .02. 2005. 

It is requested that comments in respect of the above question(s) 
may be furnished immediately to Lok Sabha Secretariat , as per their 
directions. 


A copy of your reply may also be endorsed to Parliament Section 


for information. 


MrrA 

(N.K.SooflT 

Section Officer (Parliament) 
28.02.2005 
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B.S. DAHIYA 
UNDER SECRETARY 

9 23034173 
Fax No. 23012629 

Fox rJo-ZiOiXGFO 


O.O. No. 

Dear Shri/Shri^riati Err r\ f 


MOST IMMEDIAT E 

LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE ANNEXE 
NEW DELHI - 110001. 

Dated 2.G j 


Enclosed is a copy of Question Dy. No. __2Z regarding 

Co^rpvxA^o4 el Subw^at»^j^Bovj Qiven notice of as a Starred/ Un^tarred 

Question for answer on U ql<».lr>s*" 

In case the Ministry wish to submit any facts and comments about the 
admissibility of this question, the same may be sent to us immediately. The note giving 
the facts may also indicate the extent of Government of India responsibility involved in the 
matter. 


While furnishing the facts, it may kindly be stated whether these have been 
shown to the Minister. In the absence of any indication to this effect, it will be assumed that 
the facts have the approval of the officer who has signed the note. 

4* 

It may be clarified that the plea of secrecy', 'public interest' or national 
security' may be taken only at the Minister's level. 

It may also please be specifically stated whether the Ministry have any 
objection to the information contained therein being conveyed to the Member. 

In case facts are not received immediately/ the admissibility of the question 
✓/ill be decided on merits presiming that Ministry have nothing to say in the matter. 

With regards, 



Shri/ShridCati Evne^ 

Ministry of £*4^^ fifauir* 

Government of India, 

NEW DELHI. 




A ^ <■ /,^ |4‘ 1 





Shri/SmMKm 


To 


The Secretary-General. 
Lok Sabha. New Delhi 


Sir. 


Under Rule 34 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. I give noTice'Sf ine 
following Starred Question for answer on <^. 2> — 

Yours faithfully. 


Member » ' ^ ^ 


/ 

/ ( ^ 


\ 


Division No 


Order of preference 


j d A 

1 f 


•win the Minister of External Af fairs’. 


be pleased to state 


(a) 


(a) whether it is a fact that Taiwanese Govt, has added 
another twist to controversy surrounding the 
disappearance of Subhash Chandra Bose by stating that 
crashed did not happen at all in 1945; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that Pakistan Cricket Board 
Chief Shaharyar Khan in his book mentioned I witness 
account that Bose died in fire that followed the crash; 

(c) if so, has govt of taken up the matter with Taiwan 
Govt.;and 

(d) if so details thereof and Government's view on the 
issue ? 


LSS.Q 1/1 


Phone: 


^ ° ^ pk cjljmJ I <»:r 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 



For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Chairman — 252-2835 
Secretary — 252-2767 
Officer on 


Netaji Subiias Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Special Duly - 252-2765 
Office - 252 - 2766/68 


Fax : 

0091 - 033 - 252-2765 


e-mail : jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.nct.iri 


NO. JMCI /Overseas-Witnes s/2000-01/70( III) /429. Kolkata, dated, 23.02.05. 
From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.). 


Officer On Special Duty 


To : Shri R.D. Ralte, 

Joint secretary (CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi - 110001. 


Sir, 


I am directed to refer to the Commission's letter 


No. JMCI /Over seas-Witness/2000-01/70( III ) /401 dated 01.02.2005 
and to request you to kindly pursue with the I.T.A, Taipei 
closely so that they persuade the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Taiwan as also Mr. Sean Hsu, an Officer of the 
said Ministry, to locate and make over true copies of the 
documents mentioned in the Commission's aforesaid letter 
dated 0l\.02.05 to the ITA for onward transmission of the 
same to the Commission through the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India. 


Yours faithfully. 



Vv^( 

( M. Roy ) 


Officer on Special Duty 



Ministry of External Affairs 

(NGO Section) 

»»» 


8 

CONFIDENTIAL 

; 


Subject : Lok Sabha Diary no. 4395 for 9.3.2005 on justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


Ministry of Home Affairs may kindly see the enclosed communication 
received from the Lok Sabha Secretariat (no. 4395/ 9.3/ 05-Q dated 26.2.05) and this 
Ministry's note no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 3.3.2005 on the above subject. The 
Lok Sabha Secretariat has been requested to consider whether or not the question 
should be admitted. 


2. Ministry of Home Affairs is requested to handle the question, in case 

the same is admitted, as it is the nodal Ministry on matters relating to the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 



(Srikumar ^Menon) 
Under Secretary (NGO) 


/* 

\ Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri M.S.Zuha, Desk Officer, Security Division, NCB- 
II Section), North Block, New Delhi. 

MEA U.O no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII, dated 4 March 2005. 

Copy to : 

Lok Sabha Secretariat (Shri B.S.Dahiya, Under Secretary). Parliament Annexe. 

New Delhi, w.r.t. MEA note no. 25/VNGO-Vol.XIII, dated 3.3.2005. 



MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION 




N0.25/4/NGO-V0I.XIII 
Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division 


Subject: Lok Sabha Diary No. 4395 for 9.3.2005 on Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


Reference Lok Sabha Secretariat D.O. No.4395/9.3/05-Q of 
26/2/ 05 addressed to JS (Coord), MEA on the above subject. 

2 The following are submitted for consideration of the Lok Sabha 

Secretariat to determine whether or not the question should be admitted. 

i. The Ministry of Home Affairs is the nodal ministry on the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose (JMCI). Ministry of External Affairs 
has been involved in facilitating the work of the Hon'ble 
Commission in respect of gathering information from abroad, visits 
abroad of the Commission including making physical and logistical 
arrangements and liaising with potential witnesses. 

ii. With respect to the present question, it is submitted that the JMCI 
visited Taiwan in 25-28 January 2005. The Hon'ble Commission 
met with Taiwanese authorities and visited several sites. The India 
Taipei Association (ITA), a non-governmental office for the 
promotion of trade, economic, cultural and people to peoples' ties 
with Taiwan helped with the physical arrangements for the visit of 
the Hon'ble Commission. 

iii. Tins Ministry is aware of the press reports on the visit of the 
Hon'ble Commission to Taiwan. This Ministry believes that JMCI 
will reflect all important aspects of its inquiry in its final report. It 
would be premature for the Ministry to comment on the issue at 
this point. The ITA has been requested to continue to use their 
good offices with the Taiwanese authorities to furnish some 
additional information promised to the JMCI during its visit. 

iv. The Oxford University Press, the publisher's of the book by the 
Pakistan Cricket Board Chief, Shaharyar Khan, inform that the 
book is to be released on 7 March 2005. Ministry is aware of the 
pre-release previews appearing in various sections of the press. 
Ministry is sure that the JMCI will take cognisance of the account 
relating to Netaji and examine the same. 


- 2 - 




■* 




3 In view of above, and the fact that the JMCI, headed by a retired 

Supreme Court judge, is yet to submit its report, it is this Ministry's view that 
the question should not be allowed as it could be construed as pre-empting 
the outcome and discussion of the issue at this juncture by Ministry 
prejudicial to the working of the Hon'ble Commission. 

/ 

This issues with the approval of the Foreign Secretary. 


Lok Sabha Secretariat 

(Shri B.S. Dahiya, Under Secretary) 

Parliament House Annexe 

New Delhi 110 001 

Fax: 23012650/23012629 


(Ashok ICkMha) 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
_ Tel: 2301 2038 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION 
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Ministry of External Affairs 

(Parliament Section) 
**** 


May please see the enclosed Provisionally Admitted Question(s) 

for Lok Sabha Diary No(s) ..*1?.?..^. for 

answer on 09.03.2005 received from Question Branch of Lok Sabha 
Secretariat on 28. .02. 2005. 

It is requested that comments in respect of the above question(s) 
may be furnished immediately to Lok Sabha Secretariat , as per their 
directions. 


A copy of your reply may also be endorsed to Parliament Section 


for information. 


(N.K.Soocly 
Section Officer (Parliament) 
28.02.2005 
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B.S. DAHIYA 
UNDER SECRETARY 

M 23034173 
Fax No.23012629 


Fax l^o. 2.50 1 2,6 SO 


0.0. No 

Dear Shri/Shrijrfati £rr r\ f 


MOST IMMEDIATE 

LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE ANNEXE 
NEW DELHI- 110001. 

Dated 2.fela]o^T 


Enclosed is a copy of Question Dy. No. regarding 

<!c»AAn>vK;t»o4 el ^ubw^^^^fascQ iven notice of as a Starred /Unbarred 

Question for answer on U 

In case the Ministry wish to submit any facts and comments about the 
admissibility of this question, the same may be sent to us immediately. The note giving 
the facts may also indicate the extent of Government of India responsibility involved in the 
matter. 


While furnishing the facts, it may kindly be stated whether these have been 
shown to the Minister. In the absence of any indication to this effect, it will be assumed that 
the facts have the approval of the officer who has signed the note. 

* 

It may be clarified that the plea of secrecy', 'public interest' or 'national 
security' may be taken only at the Minister's level. 

It may also please be specifically stated whether the Ministry have any 
objection to the information contained therein being conveyed to the Member. 

In case facts are not received immediately, the admissibility of the question 
will be decided on merits presuming that Ministry have nothing to say in the matter. 

With regards, 



^ Shri/ShrinAati J-LP. 
<3o\aa)t C 

Ministry of 
Government of India, 
NEW DELHI. 
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Shri/Srrrt-i'Km 

^ To 

The Secretary-General, 

Lok Sabha, New Delhi 

Sir. X^VOTtCE 

Under Rule 34 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business, I give 
following Starred Question for answer on 3 24.f£ 

Yours faithfully. 

f-y ^ V V] v 

Member / - ' — N 

\ Division No 

\ / M 

Order of preference U ' 

•win the Minister of External Affairs: be p |eased t0 sta,e 

(a) 


(a) whether it is a fact that Taiwanese Govt, has added 
another twist to controversy surrounding the 
disappearance of Subhash Chandra Bose by stating that 
crashed did not happen at all in 1945; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that Pakistan Cricket Board 
Chief Shaharyar Khan in his book mentioned I witness 
account that Bose died in fire that followed the crash; 

(c) if so, has govt of taken up the matter with Taiwan 
Govt.;and 

(d) if so details thereof and Government's view on the 
issue ? 
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Ministry of External Affairs 

(Parliament Section) 
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May please see the enclosed Provisionally Admitted Question(s) 

for Lok Sabha Diary No(s) . /. for 

answer on 09.03.2005 received from Question Branch of Lok Sabha 
Secretariat on 28 . . 02 . 2005 . 

It is requested that comments in respect of the above question(s) 
may be furnished immediately to Lok Sabha Secretariat , as per their 
directions. 


A copy of your reply may also be endorsed to Parliament Section 


for information. 



(N.K.Soo'd) 


Section Officer (Parliament) 
28.02.2005 
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In case the Ministry wish to submit any facts and comments about the 
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the facts may also indicate th«? extent of Government of India responsibility involved in the 
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While furnishing the facts, it may kindly be stated whether these have been 
shown to the Minister. In the absence of any indication to this effect, it will be assumed that 
the facts have the approval of the officer who has signed the note. 
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It may be clarified that the plea of secrecy', public interest' or 'national 
, security' may be taken only at the Minister's level. 

It may also please be specifically stated whether the Ministry have any 
objection to the information contained therein being conveyed to the Member. 

In case facts are not received immediately, the admissibility of the question 
will be decided on merits presuming that Ministry have nothing to say in the matter. 
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Under Rule 34 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business I give notice orfne 
following Starred Question for answer on . . — ItS 
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(a) whether it is a fact that Japanese Gov t. has added 
another twist to controversy surrounding the 
disappearance of Subhash Chandra Bose by stating that 
crashed did not happen at all in 1945; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that Pakistan Cricket Board 
Chief Shaharyar Khan in his book mentioned I witness 
account that Bose died in fire that followed the crash; 

(c) if so, has govt of taken up the matter with Taiwan 
Govt.;and 

(d) if so details thereof and Government's view on the 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNF DIVISION) 

NEW DEI MI 


FAX MESSAGE 


TO 


SHRI M. ROT, OFFICER ON SPECIAL DUTY, 

JUSTICE MUKHERJKE COMMISSION OF HVQUXK 
‘F BLOCK (THIRD FLOOR). 1 I/A- MBRZA 

• .V' 

KOLKATA 700 087 
[Fax : 033-2252-2765 ) 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


WE ARE FORWARDING FOR YOUR INFO' 


FOR PEACE* BY PAKISTAN CRICKET BOARD CHIEF ; 

WHICH HAS BEEN RECEIVED PROM OUR MISSION IN ISLAMAE&Bl 
CONTAINS MENTION OF AN EYE WITNESS ACCOUNT THAT 1 . 

SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE DIED IN A FIRE THAT FOLLOWED THE^iSr 7i 
CRASH IN 1945. 


NO. 25/47 RGO VoLXm 
dated : 03 March 2005 



JOINT SCSEI 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 



FAX MESSAGE 


TO : SHRI M. ROY, OFFICER ON SPECIAL DUTY, 

JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY, 

*B* BLOCK (THIRD FLOOR), 11/A- MIRZA GHALIB STREET, 
KOLKATA 700 087 

[Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 

FROM : L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


WE ARE FORWARDING FOR YOUR INFORMATION, 
RELEVANT EXTRACTS FROM THE BOOK TITLED “CRICKET- A BRIDGE 
FOR PEACE” BY PAKISTAN CRICKET BOARD CHIEF SHAHRYAR KHAN, 
WHICH HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM OUR MISSION IN ISLAMABAD. THIS 
CONTAINS MENTION OF AN EYE WITNESS ACCOUNT THAT NETAJI 
SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE DIED IN A FIRE THAT FOLLOWED THE AIR 
CRASH IN 1945. 



(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

NO. 25 / 4 / NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated : 03 March 2005 
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Extracts from 'Cricket - A Bridge of Peace' 
by Mr. Shaharyar M. Khan 

" While I was in Calcutta, I read a small newspaper 

item from the inner pages of an English daily reporting a 
meeting of the Subhash Chandra Bose Society. This Calcutta 
based society still believed that their leader, who 
mysteriously disappeared on a flight to Tokyo on August 
1945, was still alive and would like a messiah, returned to 
lead his people. The news item sought information from any 
source regarding Subhash Chandra Bose. I nearly responded, 
there and then, to the item because through a bizarre 
coincidence, I was privy to an eye-witness account of 
Subhash Chandra Bose's death. That news item took me, like 
a flashback in a film, to the eye-witness account which was 
related to me in Kashgar, of all places, in 1967, during a 
pioneering visit by a Pakistan Border Trade delegation to 
Sinkiang to establish the first overland trade exchange 
between Pakistan and China. 

Subhash Chandra Bose was a charismatic, articulate and 
volatile leader on the anti-colonial scene at a time when 
India's independence movement was coming to a head in the 
1930s and during the Second World War. Even as a school 
boy, I had recognised Bose' s hostility to British rule that 
had seemed more strident, uncompromising and violent than 
that of the other leaders on the scene like Gandhi, Nehru, 
Jinnah, Patel, Azad, etc. While the Congress and Muslim 

League had deliberately-like gentlemen-lowered their 
rhetoric against the British during the Second World War, 
Bose had urged his * supporters to raise the tempo of their 
defiance to the British by urging Indians serving with the 
British armed services to join the Japanese war effort 

against the Allies. This defiant approach had led to the 
formation of the Indian National Army (INA) which briefly 
fought alongside the Japanese against their fellow serving 
personnel who formed the core of the British armed forces 
on the Eastern Front. Bose was branded a traitor and his 
violent anti-colonial stance saw the development of a 
hardcore political lobby, n^ainly in Bengal but also in the 
left wing intellectual circles of India. Thus, Bose became 
a leading beacon for the mutinous INA. In 1945, at the 
height of his powers and as a marked man, subhash Chandra 

Bose, took a flight from Saigon to Tokyo where he was 

eagerly awaited by the Japanese leadership. The plane 
disappeared mysteriously over China and Bose's body was 
never found. 




I now flash forward to February 1967, when I was 
serving on the China desk at the Pakistan Foreign Office. 
Pakistan-China relations were particularly warm at the 
time, China having supported Pakistan in the 1965 Pakistan- 
India war. In the wake of this conflict, Pakistan and 
China had decided to build an all-weather road across the 
highest mountain range in the world-the Karakorams. This 
road called the Karakoram Highway roughly followed the old 
Silk Route across the Karakorams and must rank as one of 
the modern engineering wonders of the world. This road 
provides a vital overland link between China and Pakistan 
that were formerly connected only by sea and air. To 
consecrate this overland relationship, Pakistan had sent 
its first delegation . to Kashgar, the famous historic city 
of Sinkiang province-a Muslim majority region-to establish 
an overland trade exchange. Our visit took place during 
the Cultural Revolution that had reached as far as Kashgar 
where we arrived in a small Fokker-27 that had threaded its 
way across the glaciers of the highest mountain range in 
the world. 

Our four member delegation that landed in this remote 
part of the world comprised my colleague Mohammad Mohsin, 
Deputy Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce (subsequently 
Bangladesh Ambassador) , Ahmed Sahabzada, a civil service 
official serving in Gilgit, myself^ representing the 
Foreign Office, and our leader the venerable Brigadier 
(Retired) Habib-ur-Rehman. Thrown together for a week in 

this outlandish remote, romantic town of Kashgar the four 
of us struck up a close friendship. We were accommodated 
in the famous old Residence of the British Resident in 
Kashgar from where he had presided over the Great Game in 
Central Asia. There, after a hard day's work and visits to 
communes, factories and schools, we would sit around a hot 
samovar chatting and sipping tea. 

It was during one of these intimate, friendly evenings 
that our leader. Brigadier Habib-ur-Rehman, recounted the 
extraordinary account of Subhash Chandra Bose's death. 

Brigadier Habib told us that he had been a leading member 
of the INA and had been court martialled on his return to 
India. On serving out his sentence, he had rejoined the 
Pakistan Army from which he had retired and was now serving 
as Resident of the Northern Areas (Pakistan territory 
adjoining China) . Brigadier Habib recounted that in 1945 

Bose had selected him as one of his aides and he was 


® in 

therefore required to accompany his leader on all his 
journeys . 

Brigadier Habib told us that he had accompanied 
Subhash Chandra Bose on the fateful air journey from Saigon 
to Tokyo in August 1945. They had boarded the aircraft at 
Saigon and after a refuelling stop, the pl£ne was flying 
over northern Taiwan when one of the engines began to 
sputter. The plane rapidly lost height but the pilot 
managed to bring it down on a clearing where it crashed 
into heavy undergrowth. The occupants were severely 

injured, some dying instantly, others escaping with 
injuries. Habib himself had been thrown clear as the plane 
plunged into a thickqt because he was sitting near the tail 
of the aircraft. Though bruised and groggy, Habib found he 
could still move and ran immediately towards the burning 
aircraft to see if he could rescue his leader and others 

who may have survived. When he reached the burning 

aircraft, he saw the charred body of Subhash Chandra Bose 
lying beside the aircraft. Bose had seemingly died because 
his white sharkskin suit had caught fire and burnt his body 
beyond recognition. Habib confirmed that he along with 

several survivors had attempted to save their leader but 
his death had been due to his suit having caught f;ire 

rather than due to injuries sustained from the impact • of 

the crash. Habib confirmed that he had been an eyewitness 
to Subhash Chandra Bose's death. 

** 

As a venerable, austere Brigadier gave us his account 
of the fateful crash, Mohsin, Sahabzada and I realised that 

were privy to an extraordinary, eye-witness account of a 

truly historic occurrence that is still shrouded in 

mystery. I repeat here only what I heard on that night in 
Kashgar . 

By the evening, our focus was back on the Test match 
the following day...." 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION 


£ - 12^1^ 1% oojTrC# 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Enclosed herewith copy of an e-mail received from HCI 
Islamabad in connection with Parliament Question Dy No 4395 
(being handled by CNV Division) for answer on March 9, 2005. 




(Kumar Tuhin) 
Director(EA) 
March 3, 2005 










PARLIAMENT QUESTION 
CRASH 


No. ISL/125/1/2005 March 2, 2005 

From : High Commission of India, Islamabad 

To : Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi 

Director (EA) from FS (Pol) 

Rpt : Director (Pakistan) 

Reference your fax message dated February 28, 2005 

regarding provisionally admitted Parliament Question Dy. 
No. 4395 for answer on March 9, 2005. 

2. Parts a, c and d to be answered by Ministry. Suggested 
inputs to part (b) of the question are as under: 

Yes Sir. Pakistan Cricket Board Chief Shaharyar Khan 
in his book 'Cricket - A Bridge for Peace' (published by 
the Oxford University Press, Pakistan in 2005) mentioned an 
eye witness account that suggested that Netaji died in fire 
that followed the crash. 



3. I am forwarding relevant extracts from 'Cricket 
Bridge for Peace' for background information. 


4 . 


This issues with 


the approval of Cd'A. 


A 


(Sibi George) 
First Secretary (Pol.) 
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Extracts from 'Cricket - A Bridge of Peace' 
by Mr. Shaharyar M. Khan 

" While I was in Calcutta, I read a small newspaper 

item from the inner pages of an English daily reporting a 
meeting of the Subhash Chandra Bose Society. This Calcutta 
based society still believed that their leader, who 
mysteriously disappeared on a flight to Tokyo on August 
1945, was still alive and would like a messiah, returned to 
lead his people. The news item sought information from any 
source regarding Subhash Chandra Bose. I nearly responded, 
there and then, to the item because through a bizarre 
coincidence, I was privy to an eye-witness account of 
Subhash Chandra Bose's death. That news item took me, like 
a flashback in a film, to the eye-witness account which was 
related to me in Kashgar, of all places, in 1967, during a 
pioneering visit by a Pakistan Border Trade delegation to 
Sinkiang to establish the first overland trade exchange 
between Pakistan and China. 

Subhash Chandra Bose was a charismatic, articulate and 
volatile leader on the anti-colonial scene at a time when 
India's independence movement was coming to a head in the 
1930s and during the Second World War. Even as a school 
boy, I had recognised Bose' s hostility to British rule that 
had seemed more strident, uncompromising and violent than 
that of the other leaders on the scene like Gandhi, Nehru, 
Jinnah, Patel, Azad, etc. While the Congress and Muslim 
League had deliberately-like gentlemen-lowered their 
rhetoric against the British during the Second World War, 
Bose had urged his supporters to raise the tempo of their 
defiance to the British by urging Indians serving with the 
British armed services to join the Japanese war effort 
against the Allies. This defiant approach had led to the 
formation of the Indian National Army (INA) which briefly 
fought alongside the Japanese against their fellow serving 
personnel who formed the core of the British armed forces 
on the Eastern Front. Bose was branded a traitor and his 
violent anti-colonial stance saw the development of a 
hardcore political lobby, mainly in Bengal but also in the 
left wing intellectual circles of India. Thus, Bose became 
a leading beacon for the mutinous INA. In 1945, at the 
height of his powers and as a marked man, subhash Chandra 
Bose, took a flight from Saigon to Tokyo where he was 
eagerly awaited by the Japanese leadership. The plane 
disappeared mysteriously over China and Bose's body was 
never found. 
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I now flash forward to February 1967, when I was 
serving on the China desk at the Pakistan Foreign Office. 
Pakistan-China relations were particularly warm at the 
time, China having supported Pakistan in the 1965 Pakistan- 
India war. In the wake of this conflict, Pakistan and 
China had decided to build an all-weather road across the 
highest mountain range in the world-the Karakorams. This 
road called the Karakoram Highway roughly followed the old 
Silk Route across the Karakorams and must rank as one of 
the modern engineering wonders of the world. This road 
provides a vital overland link between China and Pakistan 
that were formerly connected only by sea and air. To 
consecrate this overland relationship, Pakistan had sent 
its first delegation to Kashgar, the famous historic city 
of Sinkiang province-a Muslim majority region-to establish 
an overland trade exchange. Our visit took place during 
the Cultural Revolution that had reached as far as Kashgar 
where we arrived in a small Fokker-27 that had threaded its 
way across the glaciers of the highest mountain range in 
the world. 


Our four member delegation that landed in this remote 
part of the world comprised my colleague Mohammad Mohsin, 
Deputy Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce (subsequently 
Bangladesh Ambassador) , Ahmed Sahabzada, a civil service 
official serving in Gilgit, myself, representing the 
Foreign Office, and our leader the venerable Brigadier 
(Retired) Habib-ur-Rehman . Thrown together for a week in 

this outlandish remote, romantic town of Kashgar the four 
of us struck up a close friendship. We were accommodated 
in the famous old Residence of the British Resident in 
Kashgar from where he had presided over the Great Game in 
Central Asia. There, after a hard day's work and visits to 
communes, factories and schools, we would sit around a hot 
samovar chatting and sipping tea. 

It was during one of these intimate, friendly evenings 
that our leader. Brigadier Habib-ur-Rehman, recounted the 
extraordinary account of Subhash Chandra Bose's death. 

Brigadier Habib told us that he had been a leading member 
of the INA and had been court martialled on his return to 
India. On serving out his sentence, he had rejoined the 
Pakistan Army from which he had retired and was now serving 
as Resident of the Northern Areas (Pakistan territory 
adjoining China) . Brigadier Habib recounted that in 1945 

Bose had selected him as one of his aides and he was 
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therefore required to accompany his leader on all his 
j ourneys . 

Brigadier Habib told us that he had accompanied 
Subhash Chandra Bose on the fateful air journey from Saigon 
to Tokyo in August 1945. They had boarded the aircraft at 
Saigon and after a refuelling stop, the plane was flying 
over northern Taiwan when one of the engines began to 
sputter. The plane rapidly lost height but the pilot 
managed to bring it down on a clearing where it crashed 
into heavy undergrowth. The occupants were severely 
injured, some dying instantly, others escaping with 
injuries. Habib himself had been thrown clear as the plane 
plunged into a thicket because he was sitting near the tail 
of the aircraft. Though bruised and groggy, Habib found he 
could still move and ran immediately towards the burning 
aircraft to see if he could rescue his leader and others 
who may have survived. When he reached the burning 
aircraft, he saw the charred body of Subhash Chandra Bose 
lying beside the aircraft. Bose had seemingly died because 
his white sharkskin suit had caught fire and burnt his body 
beyond recognition. Habib confirmed that he along with 
several survivors had attempted to save their leader but 
his death had been due to his suit having caught fire 
rather than due to injuries sustained from the impact of 
the crash. Habib confirmed that he had been an eyewitness 
to Subhash Chandra Bose's death. 

As a venerable, austere Brigadier gave us his account 
of the fateful crash, Mohsin, Sahabzada and I realised that 
were privy to an extraordinary, eye-witness account of a 
truly historic occurrence that is still shrouded in 
mystery. I repeat here only what I heard on that night in 
Kashgar . 

By the evening, our focus was back on the Test match 
the following day...." 


From: Director General 

To: dschina ; Ashok Kantha. Joint Secretary (EA). MEA 
Cc: T.D.Bhutia AD 

Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2005 6:31 AM 
Subject: Re: CRASH - PARLIAMENT QUESTION 


Dear Tuhin, 

Reference the above Parliament Question. 

With reference to Para (a) of the PQ, Justice Mukherjee of the Commission of Enquiry into the Alleged 
Disappearance of Subhas Chandra Bose, visited Taiwan from 26-28 January. India-Taipei Association 
facilitated this visit through fixing meetings in Taipei as per the request of the Commission of Enquiry. ITA 
has already sent a Report on the visit of the Commission of Enquiry to the Joint Secretary (CNV). ITA has 
no further information to provide in this matter. ITA has had no direct interaction with the authorities in 
Taiwan on the facts of the alleged death of Netaji in an aircrash in Taipei in August 1945. 

With reference to Para (b) of the PQ, we have no information about this matter. 

With reference to Para (c) and (d) of the PQ, India-Taipei Association, which is a non-governmental office 
for the promotion of trade and tourism with Taiwan, has not been asked to pursue the specific matter of the 
facts relating to the alleged death of Netaji in an aircrash in Taipei, with the authorities in Taiwan. We are 
also not aware whether any other agency or department of the Government of India has taken up this matter 
with the authorities in Taiwan. 

Yours sincerely 

Vijay Gokhale, Director General, India-Taipei Association, Taipei 


Original Message 

From: dschina 
To: PPG. ITA 
Cc: Director General 

Sent: Monday, February 28, 2005 7:13 PM 
Subject: CRASH - PARLIAMENT QUESTION 


From: ITA Council 


To : ITA Taipei 


r> 



Deputy Director General from Kumar Tuhin 


Following is the text of a provisionally admitted Parliament Question 
Diary No. 4395 for answer on 9 March 2005. 


(a) whether it is a fact that Taiwanese Government has added 
another twist to controversy surrounding the disappearance of Subhash 
Chandra Bose by stating that crash did not happen at all in 1945; 


(b) whether it is also a fact that Pakistan Cricket Board Chief 
Shaharyar Khan in his book mentioned eye witness account that Bose 
died in fire that followed the crash; 


(c) if so, has Government of India taken up the matter with Taiwan 
Government; and 


(d) if so, details thereof and Government's view on the issue? 


It is requested that inputs with respect to above may please be sent 
by return fax/email. 


(Kumar Tuhin) 


[Netaji s death: Commission accepts Taiwan’s evidence - Deccan Herald 


http://www.deccanherald.eom/deccanherald/feb042005/n 1 8 .asp 


- Netaji's death: Commission accepts Taiwan's 
evidence 



An eyewitness account of a retired Pak army brigadier claims he saw Netaji engulfed in 
flames and burnt alive, after a plane carrying them crashed over China. 

KOLKATA/ISLAMABAD, UNI/PTI: 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, probing into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose, on Thursday accepted as evidence the Taiwan government's communications denying death 
of Netaji in a plane crash in Taipei airport. 

After the hearing of the commission, first after its visit to Taipei and Bangkok recently, Justice Mukherjee 
told mediapersons that it had "confirmed" two e-mails sent by the Taiwan Home Ministry and Mayor of 
Taipei earlier denying Netaji's death in the plane crash and added that those communications would now be 
considered as evidence. 

The judge informed that the commission had received an e-mail from the Taiwan Home Ministry earlier 
which stated that after reviewing all records during the period from 14 August to 25 October, 1945, there 
was no evidence which showed that one plane had ever crashed at old Matsuyama airport (now Taipei 
airport) carrying Netaji. Referring to the other e-mail sent by Mayor of Taipei, Justice Mukherjee said it 
mentioned about "crash of one USC-47 transporter carrying 26 former American POWs released from the 
camps in Philippines during the period". 

To a query on whether the commission has come to the conclusion of denying Netaji's death in the plane 
crash, Justice Mukherjee maintained, "We will come to our conclusion in this matter only in our report." 
Asked to comment on the possibility of the commission's visit to Russia, he said, "It will not be possible for 
us to visit Russia unless the term of the commission is extended." The judge reiterated that the commission 
would not seek any extension for its term and would submit the report within May 14. 

Eyewitness account 

A retired Pakistan army brigadier claims he saw Netaji engulfed in flames and burnt alive, after a plane 
Carrying them crashed over China. An "extraordinary eyewitness account" of Brigadier Habib-ur-Rehman, 
who also claims he was a close aide of Netaji, was written in detail by Pakistan Cricket Board chief 
Shaharyar Khan in his new book Cricket: A Bridge of Peace. 

Mr Khan claimed he met Rehman, a retired brigadier of the Pakistan army who headed a four-member 
delegation that visited Chinese border town of Kashgar in Muslim-majority Sinkiang Province in 1967, to 
establish overland trade exchange through the Karakoram highway. 

"Brig Habib Rehman told us that he had been a leading member of Indian National Army (INA), established 
by Netaji and had been court-martialled on his return to India. On serving out his sentence, he had joined 
Pakistan army from which he had retired and was now serving as Resident of Northern Areas. 

Fateful journey 

"Brig Habib Rehman recounted that in 1945, Bose had selected him as one of his aides and he was 
therefore required to accompany his leader on journeys," Mr Khan wrote. Habib said he had accompanied 
Netaji on the fateful air journey from Saigon to Tokyo in 1945. 

"They had boarded the aircraft at Saigon and after a refuelling stop, the plane was flying over northern 
Taiwan when one of the engines began to sputter. 

"The plane rapidly lost height but the pilot managed to bring it down on a clearing where it crashed into 
heavy undergrowth. The occupants were severely injured, some dying instantly, others escaping with 
injuries. Habib himself had been thrown clear as the plane plunged into a thicket because he was sitting 
near the tail of the aircraft," Mr Khan wrote. 
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^ "Though bruised and groggy, Habib found he could still move and ran immediately towards the burning 
aircraft to see if he could rescue his leader and others who may have survived. When he reached, he saw 
the charred body of Bose lying beside the aircraft. His suit had caught fire and burnt his body beyond 
recognition," Mr Khan wrote in his book. 

"Habib confirmed that he along with several survivors had attempted to save their leader but his death had 
been due to his suit having caught fire rather than due to any injuries sustained from the impact of the 
crash. Habib confirmed that he had been eyewitness to Bose's death," the book said. 
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Pak light on Netaji riddle 

Islamabad, Feb. 3 (PTI): Retired Pakistani Brigadier Habib-ur-Rehman, who 
was a member of Subhas Chandra Bose’s Indian National Army, claimed to 
have seen Netaji engulfed in flames and burnt alive after their plane crashed 
over China. 

The latest theory on the disputed death of Netaji in 1945 has surfaced in a 
book by Pakistan cricket board chief Shaharyar Khan, Cricket: A Bridge of 
Peace , where he recalls the “extraordinary eyewitness account” of Rehman. 

Khan, a former Pakistan foreign secretary, wrote the former Pakistan army 
brigadier’s account after reading a report in a newspaper in Calcutta. The 
report quoted the Subhas Chandra Bose Society as saying that it believed 
that Bose was alive and asked for information on him. 


Khan said he met Rehman when the brigadier headed a four-member 
delegation that visited the Chinese border town of Kashgar in 
Muslim-majority Sinkiang province in 1967. During the meeting, Rehman 
“provided the eyewitness account of Netaji’s death”. 

“Brigadier Habib Rehman told us that he had been a leading member of the 
Indian National Army and had been court-martialled on his return to India. 

On serving out his sentence, he had joined the Pakistan Army... 

“Brigadier Habib recounted that in 1945, Bose had selected him as one of 
his aides and he was, therefore, required to accompany his leader on his 
journeys,” the former foreign secretary wrote. 

Rehman claimed that he had accompanied Netaji on the fateful air journey 
from Saigon to Tokyo in 1945. “They had boarded the aircraft at Saigon and 
after a refuelling stop, the plane was flying over northern Taiwan when one of 
the engines began to sputter. 


Our drciiHifiof] 



“The plane rapidly lost height but the pilot managed to bring it down on a 
clearing where it crashed into heavy undergrowth. The occupants were 
severely injured, some dying instantly, others escaping with injuries. Habib 
himself had been thrown clear as the plane plunged into a thicket because 
he was sitting near the tail of the aircraft,” Khan recalled. 

“Though bruised and groggy, Habib found he could still move and ran 
immediately towards the burning aircraft to see if he could rescue his leader 
and others who may have survived. When he reached, he saw the charred 
body of Bose lying beside the aircraft....” 

Netaji had died because “his suit had caught fire and burnt his body beyond 
recognition”, Khan quoted Rehman as saying. 


Khan wrote that he, along with other members of the team, was “privy to an 
extraordinary eyewitness account of a truly historic occurrence that is still 
shrouded in mystery. I repeat only what I heard on that night in Kashgar”. 

No crash: Taiwan 

The Taiwan government has informed the one-man Netaji Copimission 
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during its visit there that there was no air crash at Taihoku on August 18, 
1945, which is believed to have killed Bose. 

Justice M.K. Mukherjee said in Calcutta that Taiwan has told the panel that 
no plane crashed at Taihoku between August 14 and September 20 and 
promised to provide documentary proof within 15 days. 
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Debate over 'Netaji's death still on 

Kolkata, Feb 4 (ANI): A 
respondent to the commission 
probing the death of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose 
deposed on Thursday, that 
Netaji did not die in a plane 
crash as alleged. 

The one-man commission, 
headed by Justice Manoj Kumar 
Mukherjee, is open for all those 
who claim to have any 
information regarding the death 
of Bose. 

Mukherjee said Chandrayee 
Alam, one of the respondents, 
claimed to have documents to 
prove that Netaji did not die in a 
plane crash in Taipei on August 18,1945. 

"Mrs. Chandrayee Alam started her arguments. Her main contention was that there was no 
plane accident as alleged nor did Netaji die in such an accident. On the other hand she 
argued that Netaji wanted to go to Russia and in support of her such claim she referred to 
different letters including a letter by Netaji in 1944. She argued that there were materials to 
indicate that he was in Russia. But the documents she referred to, all related to statements 
content therein of different persons there. So, unless those persons were examined, those 
documents their statements made to others cannot be treated as evidence being hearsay. 
So, therefore she says she will not pursue further arguments on question of Netaji's stay in 
Russia. But she will argue on other points," Mukherjee told reporters. 
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Maryland-based National Archive and Record 
Administration (NARA), USA, has sent several 
important documents to the one-man 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry going into 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's mysterious 
disappearance, suggesting that there was no 
direct evidence of the death of the leader in a 
plane crash at Taipei on August 18, 1945. 

Advertisement in its observation contained in four to 

five-page documents sent to the Ministry of 
External Affairs, referred to the Inquiry 
Commission, NARA said that there was also 
no direct evidence if Bose was alive at that 
time, Justice MK Mukherjee, heading the 
probe panel, said here. • 

MEA had earlier urged the US government for 
sending 'some documents' regarding Netaji, 
which might help the Commission. 

The Commission was earlier informed by the Taiwan government that there 
was no air crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 that reportedly killed Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Justice Mukherjee said after the hearing on Wednesday that the Commission 
received the documents on February 7 from the Ministry of External Affairs, 
which had received the papers from NARA. 

At the beginning of the day's hearing, Justice Mukherjee asked the 
deponents to go through the documents if those could help them in their 
arguments. 

The Commission heard the arguments of one Satyabrata Tapadar and one Dr 
Madhusudan Pal during the day. 

Tapadar claimed that Netaji was alive even in 1995 when he met him during 
his visit to Kolkata. Justice Mukherjee, however, did not admit Tapadar's 
claim. 

Citing various evidences for his argument, Pal said that the theory of plane 
crash that killed Netaji was not true. 
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US documents show no evidence of Netaji's death in plane crash 

gKolkata, Feb 09 (PTI) Maryland-based National Archive and Record Administration (NARA), USA, has sent 
several important documents to the one-man Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry going into Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose's mysterious disappearance, suggesting that there was no direct evidence of the death of the leader in a 
plane crash at Taipei on August 18, 1945. In its observation contained in four to five-page documents sent to the 
Ministry of External Affairs, referred to the Inquiry Commission, NARA said that there was also no direct evidence 
if Bose was alive at that time, Justice M K Mukherjee, heading the probe panel, said here. MEA had earlier urged 
the US government for sending 'some documents' regarding Netaji which might help the Commission. The 
Commission was earlier informed by the Taiwan government that there was no air crash at Taihoku on August 
18, 1945 that reportedly killed Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Justice Mukherjee told reporters after the hearing 
today that the Commission received the documents on February 7 from the Ministry of External Affairs which had 
received the papers from NARA. At the beginning of the day's hearing, Justice Mukherjee asked the deponents to 
go through the documents if those could help them in their arguments. The Commission heard the arguments of 
one Satyabrata Tapadar and one Dr Madhusudan Pal during the day. Tapadar claimed that Netaji was alive even 
in 1995 when he met him during his visit to Kolkata. Justice Mukherjee, however, did not admit Tapadar's claim. 
Citing various evidences for his argument, Pal said that the theory of plane crash that killed Netaji was not true. 
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Netaji mystery: Taiwan to release papers in Feb 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK [ THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2005 11:44:52 PM] 

Sign in to earn Indiatimes points 

KOLKATA: Documents from the Taiwan government refuting the "air crash theory" related Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose will reach the Justice Mukherjee Commission by the end of this month. 

The commission has received a message from officials in Taiwan saying that all documents related to Taihoku 
export, hospital and crematorium between August 18 and August 24, 1945, will be sent to the commission soon. 
Justice Mukherjee said several documents were preserved the National Archive in Taiwan. During his recent visit 
to the country, Justice Mukherjee had requested the Taiwan government to provide the documents. 

The commission has also asked the ministry of external affairs to pursue the matter with its Taiwanese 
counterparts. Earlier in the day, two deponents Madhusudan Pal and Nandalal Chakraborty presented their 
arguments against the air-crash theory before the commission. Chakraborty said the publicity and broadcasting 
minister of the Azad Hind government (headed by Netaji in exile) had circulated the news of Netaji's death an air 
crash at Taihoku through an international news agency. 

Chakraborty said a news agency had quoted a Japanese news agency and argued that it was done to enable a 
safe passage for Netaji. He argued that the statements made by the alleged co-passengers of the same flight 
who had appeared before the Khosla commission were contradictory. 
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Researcher rejects Netaji's death in alleged plane crash 

Kolkata, Feb 1 1 (PTI) The one-man Commission probing Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's mysterious disappearance, today heard an 
educationist and researcher Prof Nandalal Chakraborty who submitted documents in support of his claim that no plane crashed killing the 
Indian freedom fighter on August 18, 1945, in Taipei. Chakraborty, researching the mysterious disappearance of Netaji in his personal 
capacity for long, submitted before the Commission of Justice M K Mukherjee that there was no material evidence of the alleged plane 
crash so far before any inquiry commission or committee. The deponent submitted some of his research papers on Netaji's 
disappearance before the Commission in support of his claim, Justice Mukherjee said. The Netaji researcher, who accompanied Justice 
Mukherjee on his recent visit to Taiwan as counsel, claimed that the statements by co-passengers of the alleged plane, statements of 
nurses and doctors of the alleged hospital and entry in the registrar of Taihoku municipal crematorium were contradictory. The 
Commission will hold its next hearing on February 16. 
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No documentary evidence to prove Netaji's death: 

NARA 

BY PRASANTA PAUL 
DH NEWS SERVICE, KOLKATA: 


There is no direct evidence to prove that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in a plane crash at Taipei on 
August 18, 1945, according to the US-based National Archive and Record Administration (NARA). 

AIARA which has despatched several important documents to the one-man Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry probing the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, made it abundantly clear 
that it is not in possession of any documents to prove the death of Netaji in the alleged crash. 

In its five-page document, the NARA said that there was no direct evidence if Bose was alive at that time. 
This communication was sent to the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and was also referred to the Inquiry 
Commission. 

The MEA had earlier urged the US government for sending some documents regarding Netaji which might 
help the commission. A critical observation from the government of Taiwan categorically states that there 
was no air crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945, suspected to have killed Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Justice M K Mukherjee, heading the probe panel, told reporters after the hearing on Thursday that the 
commission received the NARA documents on February 7 from the Ministry of External Affairs which had 
earlier received the papers from the US organisation. 
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Netaji panel to submit report to Govt by May 
14 



Briefing reporters, Justice Mukherjee said the 
commission heard during the day the 
resumed arguments of educationist and 
Netaji researcher Professor Nandalal 
Chakraborty who submitted that no plane 
crashed in Taipei killing Subhas Chandra Bose 
on August 18, 1945. 

The researcher claimed that statements by 
the hospital authority, nurses, doctor and 
entry in the registrar at the Taihoku 
municipal crematorium on the alleged plane 
crash were contradictory. 

Justice Mukherjee said Chakraborty 
submitted before the commission that 
Gumnami Baba of Faizabad was Netaji, but 
that Saradanandaji of Shoulmari Ashram was 
not the same person. 

Chakraborty quoted volume VI of Transfer of Power, saying that a directive 
of the British government on August 23, 1945, by Sir F Mudie to Sir E 
Jenkins in the Viceroy's office in India said "leave him where he is and don't 
ask for his surrender". 

This, he said, was proof that Netaji was alive even after August 18, 1945, 
the date of alleged plane crash at Taihoku. 
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(Source - Daily Pioneer) 

'Subhash is alive and Nehru knows it' 

Udayan Namboodiri/ New Delhi 

"Subhash is alive and Jawaharlal knows it". It was with 
these famous words in late 1947 that Sarat Chandra Bose, 
the elder brother of Netaji, broke a two-year silence over 
the "death" of the famous leader, which the Congress 
leadership of the day was trying its best to sell to the 
masses. Sarat, a towering leader himself, had spent the 
preceding months retracing Netaji's footsteps. 

It was with these famous words in late 1947 that Sarat 
Chandra Bose, the elder brother of Netaji, broke a 
two-year silence over the "death" of the famous leader, 
which the Congress leadership of the day was trying its 
best to sell to the masses 


He had visited the places he had stayed in, interviewed 
his friends as well as foes and among the people he met 
were intelligence officials of the Japanese, American and 
British armies. Almost all of them told him that Netaji had 
not died in the August 18, 1945 air crash at Formosa's 
Taihoku Airport. 

He lived with this conviction till his death in 1950. Nehru 
did not dare oppose Sarat and, perhaps out of deference, 
did not once reiterate his famous lie till 1952 when in a 
famous statement in the Lok Sabha, he declared that the 
Government of India believed Netaji had died in that 
accident. 

Yet, the first Indian Prime Minister buckled under public 
pressure to institute a committee under Shah Nawaz Khan 
in 1956 with the specific term of reference to inquire 
whether Netaji was still alive (he would have been 59 had 
he been around then). 
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Nehru proved that he feared Netaji in death as much as in 
life. That's perhaps why he ensured that the Government 
of free India did not give Netaji and the INA the respect 
they deserved. The INA's warriors were refused 
re-induction into the Army of free India. The British 
traditions of the Indian armed forces were continued with 
to the bizarre extent of banning Netaji's portrait from 
being hung up in offices and mess halls. 

In fact this became a tradition with Congress 
Governments under Nehru's successors. Lai Bahadur 
Shastri and Indira Gandhi refused to declare Netaji's 
birthday (January 23) as a national holiday. The Central 
Hall of Parliament did not have a portrait of the first true 
mass hero of India till Morarji Desai rectified this 
distortion in 1978. 

A slight amendment was made with respect to West 
Bengal and that too only after the Congress faced its first 
rejection there in 1967. Keen to win back the Bengali vote, 
Indira Gandhi decided to play the Netaji card ahead of the 
1971 elections. Her father too was not above using 
Netaji's goodwill to his own advantage - in 1946 Nehru 
had donned the lawyer's robes to defend the top INA 
officers in the famous trials in Delhi's Red Fort. 

In a gesture that was much appreciated, Indira restored 
the INA he roes their pensions in 1972. 

And then the unkindest cut of all. In 1995, PV Narasimha 
Rao announced that Netaji would be given the Bharat 
Ratna posthumously. This evoked justified protests as the 
Desai Government had rejected the two hogwash reports 
of the Shah Nawas Committee and GD Khosla 
Commission. Since Indira Gandhi did not reopen the 
matter after her return to power 1980 and Rajiv Gandhi 
decided not to disturb the status quo, what could have 
provoked the urgency on Rao's part to declare Netaji 
eligible for a posthumous award? Or was it his way of 
paying obeisance to the Nehru Gandhis? 

We don't know. But such apprehensions are revived when 
seeing the haste applied by a Congress Government - and 
that too one backed by the same Communists who had 
called Netaji a "fascist dog" - to bury Netaji without a 
funeral. By scrapping the Mukherjee Commission for no 
fault other than doing the job which Khan and Khosla 
should have done in the first place, the UPA Government 
has confirmed the perception held by nationalist-minded 
Indians that Nehru had something to gain by keeping alive 
the myth about Netaji's death in the Taipei air crash. 

Now that the Government of Taiwan has for the first time 
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denied that there was any air crash, the onus is on 
Manmohan Singh to answer for his great leader's act of 
falsification. 
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'Subhash is alive and Nehru knows it' 

Udayan Namboodiri/ New Delhi, Pioneer, 14 Feb 2005 


"Subhash is alive and Jawaharlal knows it". It was with these famous 
words in late 1947 that Sarat Chandra Bose, the elder brother of 
Netaji, broke a two-year silence over the "death" of the famous leader, 
which the Congress leadership of the day was trying its best to sell to 
the masses. Sarat, a towering leader himself, had spent the preceding 
months retracing Netaji's footsteps. 

It was with these famous words in late 1947 that Sarat Chandra Bose, 
the elder brother of Netaji, broke a two-year silence over the "death" 
of the famous leader, which the Congress leadership of the day was 
trying its best to sell to the masses 

He had visited the places he had stayed in, interviewed his friends as 
well as foes and among the people he met were intelligence officials of 
the Japanese, American and British armies. Almost all of them told 
him that Netaji had not died in the August 18, 1945 air crash at 
Formosa's Taihoku Airport. 

He lived with this conviction till his death in 1950. Nehru did not dare 
oppose Sarat and, perhaps out of deference, did not once reiterate his 
famous lie till 1952 when in a famous statement in the Lok Sabha, he 
declared that the Government of India believed Netaji had died in that 
accident. 


Yet, the first Indian Prime Minister buckled under public pressure to 
institute a committee under Shah Nawaz Khan in 1956 with the 
specific term of reference to inquire whether Netaji was still alive (he 
would have been 59 had he been around then). 

Nehru proved that he feared Netaji in death as much as in life. That's 
perhaps why he ensured that the Government of free India did not 
give Netaji and the INA the respect they deserved. The INA's warriors 
were refused re-induction into the Army of free India. The British 
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traditions of the Indian armed forces were continued with to th 
bizarre extent of banning Netaji's portrait from being hung up in 
offices and mess halls. 

In fact this became a tradition with Congress Governments under 
Nehru's successors. Lai Bahadur Shastri and Indira Gandhi refused to 
declare Netaji's birthday (January 23) as a national holiday. The 
Central Hall of Parliament did not have a portrait of the first true mass 
hero of India till Morarji Desai rectified this distortion in 1978. 

A slight amendment was made with respect to West Bengal and that 
too only after the Congress faced its first rejection there in 1967. Keen 
to win back the Bengali vote, Indira Gandhi decided to play the Netaji 
card ahead of the 1971 elections. Her father too was not above using 
Netaji's goodwill to his own advantage - in 1946 Nehru had donned 
the lawyer's robes to defend the top INA officers in the famous trials in 
Delhi's Red Fort. 

In a gesture that was much appreciated, Indira restored the INA he 
roes their pensions in 1972. 

And then the unkindest cut of all. In 1995, PV Narasimha Rao 
announced that Netaji would be given the Bharat Ratna posthumously. 
This evoked justified protests as the Desai Government had rejected 
the two hogwash reports of the Shah Nawas Committee and GD 
Khosla Commission. Since Indira Gandhi did not reopen the matter 
after her return to power 1980 and Rajiv Gandhi decided not to disturb 
the status quo, what could have provoked the urgency on Rao's part to 
declare Netaji eligible for a posthumous award? Or was it his way of 
paying obeisance to the Nehru Gandhis? 

We don't know. But such apprehensions are revived when seeing the 
haste applied by a Congress Government - and that too one backed by 
the same Communists who had called Netaji a "fascist dog" - to bury 
Netaji without a funeral. By scrapping the Mukherjee Commission for 
no fault other than doing the job which Khan and Khosla should have 
done in the first place, the UPA Government has confirmed the 
perception held by nationalist-minded Indians that Nehru had 
something to gain by keeping alive the myth about Netaji's death in 
the Taipei air crash. 

Now that the Government of Taiwan has for the first time denied that 
there was any air crash, the onus is on Manmohan Singh to answer for 
his great leader's act of falsification. 
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Mukherjee Commission to submit report to govt by May 14 

-Kolkata, Feb 16 (PTI) The one-man Mukherjee Commission probing the mysterious disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose would wind up its hearing by February 28 and submit its final report to the government by 
May 14. "No new documents will be entertained by the Commission and hearings will be completed by February 
28. Two months will be required to prepare the report after which it will be submitted to the government by May 
14," Justice M K Mukherjee told newsmen after a hearing of the Commission. Justice Mukherjee said the 
Commission was yet to get the documents from the Taiwan government which it had sought. During his visit to 
Taiwan, the authorities had confirmed to Justice Mukherjee that there was no record of any air crash at Taihoku 
(erstwhile Taipei) between August 18 and September 20, 1945. The Taiwanese authorities had also promised to 
provide documentary proof of this within a fortnight. "The delay might be due to the Chinese new year and we 
expect the documents to arrive by this month," he said. The Commission had asked the MEA to pursue the 
matter with its Taiwanese counterpart. Justice Mukherjee also said he could not go through the documents sent 
by the Maryland-based National Archive and Record Administration stating that there was no evidence of Netaji's 
death in a plane crash. 
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Netaji Commission awaits report from Taiwan:Justice Mukherjee 
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Kolkata, Feb 16 (UNI) Justice M N Mukherjee Commission, probing the mysterious disappearance of freedom fighter Subhas Chandra Bose, today 
heard deponents' arguments that the alleged aircrash in Taihoku airport on August 18, 1945 "could not have happened" and that Gumnami Baba of 
Faizabad was "none else but Netaji". 

During the marathon arguments put before Mr Justice Mukherjee, Chairman of the one-man Commission, Professor Nandalal Chakraborty, a 
veteran Netaji researcher, armed with supporting documents, tried to prove that there was no plane crash at the Taihoku military aerodrome on 
August 18, 1945 in which, "many unjustifiably believed" that Netaji was killed after suffering severe burn injuries. 

The entire plane crash theory was "systematically circulated" by the then Japanese authority as a cover-up measure to ensure a safe passage to 
Netaji to a safer country, Prof Chakraborty said and submitted various documents including Russian and Taiwanese archival materials to drive his 
point home. 

To further establish the "fact" that Netaji was alive several years after 1945 though "under disguise", Prof Chakraborty claimed that the famous 
saint of Faizabad in Uttar Pradesh known as "Gumnami Baba" was none other than Netaji himself. 

Presenting a large number of letters, archival documents and outcome of two handwriting experts who found lots of similarities in the handwritings 
of Netaji and Gumnani Baba, Prof Chakraborty tried to impress upon Justice Mukherjee that "there is not an iota of doubt that Netaji disguised as 
Gumnami Baba lived in India till 1985". 

He also extensively quoted the then secretary of Gumnami Baba Sunil Gupta and the landlord of the Faizabad house Gurmukh Singh to prove his 
point in this regard. 
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The one-man Mukherjee Commission probing 
the mysterious disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose would wind up the 
hearing by February 28 and submit its final 
report to the Government by May 14. 

"No new documents will be entertained by 
the commission and hearings will be 
completed by February 28. Two months will 
be required to prepare the report after which 
it will be submitted to the Government by 
May 14," Justice MK Mukherjee told newsmen 
after a hearing of the commission. 

Justice Mukherjee said the commission was 
yet to get the documents from the Taiwan 
Government, which it had sought. 


During his visit to Taiwan, the authorities had 
confirmed to Justice Mukherjee that there was no record of any air crash at 
Taipei between August 18 and September 20, 1945. 
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matter with its Taiwanese counterpart. 
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Justice Mukherjee also said he could not go through the documents sent by 
the Maryland-based National Archive and Record Administration stating that 
there was no evidence of Netaji's death in a plane crash. 
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Deponents ask Netaji commission to visit Russia 


Kolkata, Feb 18: Several deponents today asked the one-man inquiry 
commission of Justice M K Mukheijee probing the mysterious disappearance 
-of Netaji to visit Russia to ascertain if the arguments put forward about 
Subhash Chandra Bose's stay there after 1 945 had any basis. 

While Justice M K Mukherjee ruled out a visit to Russia in view of the May 
2005 deadline for submitting reports, the deponents contended that Netaji had 
definite plans to reach the erstwhile USSR and also succeeded in his 
endeavour. 

"The deponents today argued that Netaji had definite plans to visit Russia and 
also reached there. They also wanted the commission to visit the country to 
examine documents allegedly indicative of Netaji's stay in USSR. But the 
commission cannot do so in view of the deadline of May 2005," Justice 
Mukherjee told reporters after a hearing here. 

To a question, he said the commission was yet to receive documentary 
evidence sought from the Taiwan government, which had ruled out, any air 
crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945. 

Earlier, all the three deponents - Dr Susanta Mitra, Supriya Bose and Keshab 
53attacharjee - cited 'contradictions' in the statements put forward by 
witnesses before the previous two commissions of inquiry into the matter. 

Mitra argued that the Faizabad-based ascetic Gumnami Baba was Netaji, 
while Bhattacharjee, counsel for the All India Forward Bloc, dwelt on the 
'contradictions' in the statements by witnesses on the Taihoku air crash. 

Supriya Bose, a member of the Bose family, contended that a section of his 
family believed that Netaji was not killed in the air crash and the witnesses 
had deliberately issued contradictory statements on the details of the incident 
to confuse any inquiry. 

Bose also highlighted in his argument the dissention report of Suresh Bose, a 
member of the Shahnawaz committee, after it concluded that Netaji had died 
in the plane crash. 
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Netaji commission asked to visit Russia 

Saturday, February 19,2005 

KOLKATA: Several deponents on Friday asked the 
one-man inquiry commission of Justice MK Mukherjee 
probing the mysterious disappearance of Netaji, to visit 
Russia to ascertain if the arguments put forward about 
Subhas Chandra Bose's stay there after 1945 had any 
basis. 

While Justice MK Mukherjee ruled out a visit to Russia in 
view of the May 2005 deadline for submitting reports, the 
definite plans to reach the erstwhile USSR and also 
succeeded in his endeavour. 
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"The deponents today argued that Netaji had definite 
plans to visit Russia and also reached there. They also 
^ wanted the commission to visit the country to examine 
documents allegedly indicative of Netaji’s stay in USSR. 
But the commission cannot do so in view of the deadline 
of May 2005," Justice Mukherjee told reporters after a 
hearing in Kolkata. 

J To a question, he said the commission was yet to receive 
J documentary evidence sought from the Taiwan 
J government, which had ruled out any air crash at 
Taihoku on August 18, 1945. 

J 

j Earlier, all the three deponents — Dr Susanta ,Mitra, 
j Supriya Bose and Keshab Bhattacharjee -- cited 
'contradictions' in the statements put forward by 
A witnesses before the previous two commissions of inquiry 
^ into the matter. 

j 

j Mitra argued that the Faizabad-based ascetic Gumnami 
j Baba was Netaji, while Bhattacharjee, counsel for the All 
j India Forward Bloc, dwelt on the 'contradictions' in the 
statements by witnesses on the Taihoku air crash. 

1 Supriya Bose, a member of the Bose family, contended 
4 that a section of his family believed that Netaji was not 
J killed in the air crash and the witnesses had deliberately 
J issued contradictory statements on the details of the 
incident to confuse any inquiry. 


J Bose also highlighted in his argument the dissention 
report of Suresh Bose, a member of the Sahnawaz 
Committee, after it concluded that Netaji had died in the 
plane crash. (PTI) 
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The mystery of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's death keeps getting, as Alice would say, curiouser and curiouser. 
News has come from the government of Taiwan, earlier called Taipei, that it has no record of a crash at Taihoku 
qq August 18, 1945 — the day Netaji is believed to have died in an air crash. This has not only brought forth a 
chorus of 'I told you so' from Netaji’s legion of admirers and assorted conspiracy theorists, but also energised the 
one-man Mukherjee Commission, which is investigating Netaji's death. On January 23 this year, Netaji would 
have been 108. But why is there such a strong mythology around the life-after-life, as a biographer put it, of 
Netaji? 

Part of the continuing fascination with Netaji is the attraction of the maverick. His dramatic escape from house 
arrest in Calcutta in 1941 and arrival in Berlin is the stuff of myth. Netaji's subsequent setting up of the Indian 
National Army and his alliance with the Japanese is also well known. What is less known is that Netaji was a 
rebel since his early days. He not only gave up the opportunity to study at the elite Presidency College; he also 
spurned in 1921 the dream job of any self-respecting Bengali: A chance to become part of the Indian Civil 
Service. This non-conformism would surface at different phases of Netaji's tumultuous political career. 

The interest in Netaji's death is also fuelled by the principle that everybody loves a good conspiracy, especially 
those surrounding a sudden or violent death. In the case of Netaji, his antagonism to mainstream nationalist 
politics and his links with the fascists made him a particularly apposite candidate for cons-piracy theories. Having 
survived the air crash at Taipei with severe burns, Netaji died at a military hospital. Netaji's body was 
subsequently cremated at the main Taipei crematorium. The final resting place of the ashes was the Renkoji 
temple in Tokyo. 

If this version had been accepted, the controversy would have come to an end. However, since 1946, there 
began 'sightings' of Netaji in different locations. Perhaps the first such 'sighting' was recorded in 1946 when a 
certain K S M Swamy claimed to have met Netaji in a third class compartment of the Bombay Express. Since 
then Netaji spotting has become a cottage industry. The most well known of these episodes was the discovery 
(SBt Netaji had become a sadhu in an ashram in Bengal. An organisation called the Subhasbadi Janata kept 
these stories in circulation through pamphlets, newspapers and weekly meetings. At the same time, there were 
rumours doing the rounds of Netaji having shown up in Russia or China. The Netaji sightings peaked in the 
1960s when there was a gene-ral disillusionment with politics of the day. 

These rumours might have died down had not the Indian state stepped in and set up a commission to investigate 
the death of Netaji. This had the effect of legitimising, in a sense, the conspiracy theories. The Mukherjee 
Commission is the third government-appointed body to look into the Netaji mystery. The first was the Netaji 
Inquiry Committee, set up in 1956, consisting of a former comrade of Netaji, Shah Nawaz Khan, an elder brother 
of Netaji, Suresh Bose, and a government officer. The committee went through the evidence, including 
interviewing the Japanese doctor who treated Netaji after the crash. Its findings were, however, undermined by 
the dissent of Suresh Bose who stated that Netaji was still alive. This meant .Netaji's death remained unresolved 
and in 1970 another inquiry commission headed by Justice G D Khosla was instituted. 

There was some remarkable testimony before the panel: A bank official from Sholapur claimed that he received 
direct messages from Netaji by tuning his body like a radio. The Khosla report, like the earlier commission, 
concluded that Netaji had indeed died in the crash. 

Even this report failed to satisfy conspi-racy theorists. Subsequent to a court ruling that the ashes at Renkoji not 
be brought to India unless it was conclusively proved that they were Netaji's, yet another commission was set up 
in 1999. This panel, headed by Justice M K Mukherjee, is going over much the same ground as the earlier 
pommittees. Some of the new evidence being assessed includes that of a researcher who has burrowed through 
declassified KGB documents in Russia to claim that Netaji was alive after 1945. But the evidence is tenuous and 
the findings of the commission are unlikely to be any more definitive than the earlier reports. 
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Since most of the documentary evidence of the Taipei air crash is missing and all the eyewitnesses dead, th®-^ 
Mukherjee Commission might as well be chasing a chimera. That 'truth' can be entirely subjective is graphically 
illustrated in 

social scientist Partha Chatterjee's excellent study of another enduring mystery from Bengal — the celebrated 
case of the Kumar of Bhawal, who turned up 12 years after his death in the garb of a sanyasi to claim his 
ancestral property. 

Though the courts pronounced that the sanyasi was indeed the Bhawal prince, Chatterjee confesses that he is 
unsure whether the sanyasi was an impostor. Like in Akira Kurosawa's Rashomon, piecing together what 'really' 
happened that afternoon in August 1945 is possibly doomed to futility. 

Instead of endlessly spinning conspiracy theories, it is perhaps more appropriate that we accept Netaji for what 
he was: A remarkable man who struck a completely different path from his peers and died while translating his 
impossible vision into reality. 


©Bennett, Coleman and Co., Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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Demanding extension of the term of the 
one-man Commission probing Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose's mysterious 
disappearance, members of All-India 
Students' Bloc, students wing of Forward 
Bloc, on Tuesday staged a demonstration 
against the Centre's stand on the issue. 

They also burnt an effigy of Defence Minister 
Pranab Mukherjee, holding him responsible 
for not extending the commission's term 
and disallowing it to visit Russia to examine 
documents relating to Netaji's reported stay 
there after August 18, 1945. 

The AISB members, who held demonstration 
after a routine hearing of the Justice MK 
Mukherjee Commission, urged the Centre 
to extend its term, as it had been asked to 


submit its final report to the Centre by May, 2005. 

Justice Mukherjee, in course of routine press briefing, earlier expressed his 
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Hearing of Netaji panel concludes 

Tuesday, 22 February , 2005, 17:07 


Kolkata: The one-man Mukherjee Commission, set up in 1999 to probe the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose wound up the hearing process on Tuesday, six days ahead of schedule. 

May 14 is the deadline for submission of its final report. 

This was the third commission after the one headed by Shahnawaz Khan (1956) and the Khosla panel (1970) to probe 
Netaji’s disappearance. 

"Hearing of the commission concludes here, pending preparation of its report from March 1 followed by its submission by 
May 14, the deadline set by the government/’ Justice M K Mukherjee told newspersons. 

Should any deponent want to make a submission, it could be done in writing till February 28, said Justice Mukherjee, who 
has often complained of the lack of government cooperation in getting relevant files, documents and papers. 

Altogether 127 witnesses submitted their views and claims on Netaji’s disappearance. 

Justice Mukherjee said that the commission was still awaiting documents from the Taiwan government about the alleged 
air crash at Taipei and hospital and crematorium records between August 18 and 23, 1945. 


"© 2004 sify.com India Limited. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.” 
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Most Immediate 
Parliament Question 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 

Inputs for Note for Supplementaries: Lok Sabha Starred Question Dy.No. 47 
for Answer on 3.3.2005 Regarding “Countries Without Diplomatic 

Relations” 


A. Policy towards Taiwan 

1 . Government of India (GOI) does not recognise Taiwan (Republic of China) 
and does not have diplomatic and official relations with its Government. 
Government has consistently followed “One-China” policy, and as such does not 
recognise Taiwan as a separate country. Within the framework of this ‘One- 
China’ policy, Government is taking steps to promote non-governmental trade & 
economic, investment, tourism, cultural and people-to-people contacts with 
Taiwan. 

2. Two non-governmental offices, namely, India-Taipei Association (ITA) in 
Taipei and Taipei Economic and Cultural Center (TECC) in New Delhi are 
functioning since July 1995 and January 1996 respectively to facilitate 
exchanges between India and Taiwan. [Note: Most major countries have similar 
arrangements - China concurs in these.] 

3. The main elements of GOI policy on Taiwan are: 

(i) GOI has consistently recognised China’s sovereignty over Taiwan; 

(ii) GOI does not recognise or have any relations with the so-called 
Government of the ‘Republic of China’; and 

(iii) India is developing non-governmental economic, trade, investment, 
cultural, tourism and people-to-people contacts within the overall 
framework of the “one-China” principle. 

B. Some Recent Developments 

4. An Investment Protection Agreement was signed by the Directors General 
of the two Offices [ITA in Taipei and the TECC in New Delhi) on 17 October, 
2002 . 

5. Air India Charters Limited (Note: a subsidiary of Air India) and the Taipei 
Airlines Association signed an Air Services Agreement in 2001 that permits 
China Airlines and Air India to fly thrice weekly between India and Taiwan. China 
Airlines started direct scheduled passenger flights between Taipei and Delhi 
(three days a week) from April 1, 2002. It had earlier operated chartered 
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(0 

passenger flights between Taipei and Delhi from September 2000 to January 
2001. Cargo flights operated by China Airlines operate twice a week between 
Delhi-Taipei whereas those operated by EVA airlines operate twice a week 
between Mumbai-Taipei since 1999. Air India is not currently flying to Taipei. 

6. Statistical details of the bilateral trade between 1997 and 2003 are given 
below (as per Taiwanese statistics): 

Bilateral Exports & Imports 


(In million US Pollans ) 



Export from India 

Import by 

ndia 

Total Trade 


Amount 

Growth 

Amount 

Growth 

Amount 

Growth 

1997 

662.3 

— 

549.4 

— 

1211.7 

— 

1998 

461.1 

(-)30.4% 

526.1 

(-)4.2% 

987.2 

(->18.5% 

1999 

390.0 

(-)l 5.4% 

594.1 

12.9% 

984.1 

(-) 0.3% 

2000 

513.4 

31.6% 

717.9 

20.8% 

1231.3 

25.1% 

2001 

493.3 

(-)3.9% 

630.2 

(-)l 2.2% 

1123.5 

(-) 8.8% 

2002 

551.9 

11.88% 

647.4 

2.73% 

1199.3 

6.75% 

2003 

623.7 

13% 

770.4 

18.99% 

1394.1 

16.34% 


7. During the last year (2004), the bilateral trade rose to US$ 1.9 billion. The 
break up of imports and exports is as given below: 

(In US$) 



Export to 
Taiwan 

Import from 
Taiwan 

Total Trade 
(Cum) 

Growth Rate 

Month 




% 

Jan-Dec, 2004 

860,409,005 

1,070,165,545 

1,930,574,550 

38.48% 

Jan 2005 

83,700,000 

92,100,000 

175,800,000 

54.66% 


8. The main Indian exports to Taiwan during the first eleven months of the 
year 2004 (detailed custom statistics are currently available until November 
2004) continue to be Naphtha (which has now become our largest single export), 
iron and steel products, organic chemicals, Cotton yarn, Copper products, iron 
ores and slag, animal feed, granite and Non-industrial diamonds. During the first 
eleven months of the year 2004, the main exports from Taiwan to India were 
Digital mobile telephones (which have registered significant growth), machinery 
of various kinds including digital injection moulding machines, footware 
manufacturing machinery and rubber and plastics machinery, Monolithic 
integrated circuits and boards, Unrecorded compact discs or magneto optical 
discs, dyed synthetic fabrics, inorganic chemicals and polyacetals and other 
polyethers and epoxide resins. Machinery, including precision machinery and 
digital mobile handsets in particular, have shown strong growth, and India is 
becoming one of Taiwan's primary markets. 
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C. Anticipated Questions and Answers 
Q. What is Government’s policy towards Taiwan? 

A. Government has consistently followed the “One-China’ policy. We 
recognise the Government of the People’s Republic of China as the legitimate 
Government representing the whole of China. We maintain non-governmental 
links in the fields of trade, investment, tourism, culture and people to people 
contacts with Taiwan. 


Q. Has Government examined or considered the need to open a mission 
in Taiwan? 


A. As I informed Hon’ble members earlier, Government of India does not 
recognise Taiwan and does not have diplomatic and official relations with its 
Government. No proposal for opening a mission in Taiwan, therefore, has ever 
been or is under consideration of Government. 

Q. What is the status of India-Taipei Association in Taipei? Has China 
protested against the existence of that entity? 

A. The India-Taipei Association in Taipei is a non-governmental organisation 
that has been functioning since 1995 to facilitate exchanges between India and 
Taiwan. China is aware of the measures that we have taken to promote non- 
governmental trade, economic, cultural and people to people ties with Taiwan. 

*** 
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PARLIAMENT QUESTION/ 

MOST IMMEDIATE/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 




Ministry of External Affairs 

(NGO Section) 

*** 


Subject : Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dv. No. 811 for 1-3-2005 by Major 
General (Retd.) B.C.Khanduri, MP regarding Subhas Chandra Bose. 


MHA may kindly refer to their U.O. note no. 13012/2/2005-NCB-II 
dated 22 February 2005 on the above subject. 

2. Inputs of Ministry of External Affairs, in so far as Part (a) of the question is 

concerned, are given in the enclosed note. 


Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri M.S.Zuha, Desk Officer, Security Division, 
NCB-II Section), North Block, New Delhi. 

MEA U.O no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII, dated 25 February 2005. 




MEA INPUTS IN RESPECT OF PART (a) OF LOK SABHA UNSTARRED 

QUESTION DY. NO. 811 FOR 1-3-2005 BY MAJOR GENERAL (RETD.) 

B.C.KHANDURI, MP REGARDING SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 


(a) Whether attention of Govt, has been drawn to front page news titled " Is the 

Congress scared of KGB files" of daily newspaper "Pioneer" dated 13 January 
2005, regarding the enquiry into the death ofNetaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

MEA comments/ inputs: 

The news item referred to in part (a) of the question contains references to the 
JMCI team not having been permitted to travel to Russia to study the Russian 
archival records. The factual position is as under 

PROPOSED VISIT OF "TMCI TEAM" TO RUSSIA IN SEPTEMBER 2004 

In June 2004, a formal proposal was received from the JMCI to schedule a 
possible visit to Russia to examine select witnesses and access 
records/ documents in the archives of the Russian Federation. After consultation 
between our Mission in Moscow and the Institute of Oriental Studies (IOS) in 
Moscow, it was suggested in July 2004 that the JMCI team could visit Russian 
any time during the period: 20 September 2004 to October 2004. 

The provisional programme of the JMCI team to schedule the visit in September 
2004, was immediately conveyed to our Mission in Moscow, which initiated 
action for making requisite arrangements and to contact witnesses listed by 
JMCI. 

Among the listed witnesses, Professor Y.V.Pechenko of the University of St. 
Petersburg and Academician Bondarovsky had already expired. After vigorous 
follow-up, the Russian Institute of Oriental Studies (IOS), Moscow arranged a 
meeting for the JMCI team at the Institute on September 22, 2004 with a group 
of Russian scholars. A meeting with Prof. Y.V.Vassilkov of IOS in 
St.Petersburg was also scheduled on September 23, 2004. The Indian Mission in 
Moscow was awaiting confirmation from the Russian Foreign Office with regard 
to its request to allow JMCI to access available documents on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, if any, in the Archives in Russia. JMCI was kept informed of these 
developments periodically. 

MEA meanwhile was informed by the JMCI on 16 September 2004 that " it was 
constrained to cancel its proposed plan to visit the Russian Federation due to its 
inability to schedule and undertake a visit during the ongoing bitter Russian winter, 
which was unlikely to be over before the end of its own term viz. May 2005". 

The Russian Foreign Office subsequently informed the Mission on September 14, 
2004 and October 6, 2004 that the information sought on Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose was not found in the Central Archives of the Federation Security Service 
of Russia. This was conveyed to the JMCI. 
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F. No. 1/1 301 3/2/2003-NCB/V 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 





Sub: Lok Sabha Question Dy No 811 regarding Subhash Chandra 
Bose Enquiry raised by Major General (Retd) for 1.3.2005 

Enclosed please find a copy of the Lok Sabha secretariat Notice on 
the subject noted above 

It is requested that the required material/information alongwith a note 
for possible supplementary in respect of part A of the question may be 
provided to this Ministry urgently to enable us to draft a suitable reply to the 
question 



Desk Officer 


Joint Secretary(CNV),( Shri L.D.Ralte), 
Ministry of External Affairs. New Delhi 
No 13012.2.2005 NCB-II dt 22.2.2005 



Subject 

Date of Notice 

Date for Answer on 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 
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From 
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Shri/Snitr/Krrr 


A CT. Cn rS-Ki . ( l2-ch{ •) i^.C.KH^N 


To 


Sir, 


The Secretary-General, 
Lok Sabha, New Delhi. 



Under Rule 34 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business, I give notice of the 

I r *1 ^ u '■e 

following IJnstarred Question for answer on ... 


v~^u.A vj 


Will the Minister of 
(a) 


HOME 


Yours faithfully 


* \\ 

Member ® < 

Division No. 14(>L 

be pleased to state: 


\ * 

Whether attention of,Govt. has b$.eq drawn ,to the frontpage ofjnews titled “Is the 
Congress scared ofl^GB files” \of daily newspaperyPoineei^ dated i l 3 th February , 
2005, regarding the enquiry into the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra*Bose; 

whethei{ii is true thatjthe Commission has requested for extension of time; 

A ^ j 

if so, whether the Govt, is giving, the extension, 

. \ 

if yes, for how long; ■ ' 

. -* 0 • ‘ ‘ ' ' ~ 

(e) ^ if no, what is the justification for not giving extension at a very crucial stage of 

enquiry ?/ 


(a) 

(b) 
© 
(d) 
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Is the Congress scared of KGB files? 


Udayan Namboodiri 

New Delhi 

THE FINAL chapter of India’s free- 
dom struggle will remain unwritten 
if the Government winds up the M K 
Mukherjee Commission, investigat- 
ing the mystery behind Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose’s disappear- 
ance. Home Minister Shivraj Patil 
has already stated that- the 
Commission will not be extended 
beyond May 14. And sources dose to 
the retired Supreme Court judge say 
he has been so "humiliated” by the 
present regime's attitude that he 
would not seek any extension. 

“Justice Mukherjee has decided to 
submit the final report with the 
damning qualification that the 
Commission was not permitted to 


NETAII PROBE ON BRINK OF TRUTH, EXTENSION DENIED 


_ tra\ eLto. fi ussia lo_5tudy_jUe KGB 
records, which experts feel could 
confirm that Netaji had been alive 
after 1945,” a source said, 
i Reputed historians like Professor 
f Purabi Roy and Professor Hari 
Vasudevan have stated that their 
study of archival material, other 
than that of the KGB, they had come 
across references to KGB files of a 
mysterious Indian held captive in the 
late 1940s who could have been 
Netaji. 

This has refuelled perception that 
the Congress has an interest in keep- 
ing the facts about Netaji’s final days 
— or years — under wraps. More so, 
as Mr Patil’s insistence on scrapping 
the Mukherjee Commission comes 



when the Commission is closer to 
unraveling the truth than ever 
before. 

In his dealings with Justice 
Mukherjee and other Commission 


respondents, Mr Patil is learnt to 
have opined that the inquiry had 
gone on for “too long” (it was consti- 
tuted on May 14, 1999), that “too 
much money” had been spent on it. 
But to the people interested in know- 
ing the truth, these are baseless 
charges. 

Six years, they say, is hardly “too 
long” considering the tremendous 
public demand to learn the truth. 
Besides, bureaucracies of several 
other countries have had a hand in 
prolonging the meticulous documen- 
tation. As for “too much money” 
being spent, Justice Mukherjee had 
accepted only a token salary of Re 1 
per month and travelled within the 
country and abroad only when 


absolutely necessary. The 
Commission incurred no rental 
either, as the West Bengal 
Government had housed it in one of 
its buildings in Kolkatar” 

It is also a fact that Justice 
Mukherjee has covered more ground 
than the two inquiries constituted by 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira 
Gandhi. It was his persistence that 
elicited the Taiwanese Government’s 
unequivocal undertaking that “there 
was no air Crash between August 15 
(when Japan surrendered to the 
Allies) and September 19, 1945 at 
the old Taihoku airport”. The flight 
manifest of a US Air Force transport 
aircraft that carried freed war pris- 
oners on September 20 does not 
have Netaji’s name. 

This revelation finally buried the 
Turn to Page 4 
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BLOOD-SOAKED CLONES RECOVERED FROM HIS HOUSE 


Pramod Kumar Singh 


New Delhi 
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RJD gets 
notice on 
Godhra GD 

Pioneer News Service 

Patno/Modhubani 

RASHTRIYA JANATA Dal 
president Lalu Prasad had 
more worry piled on his 
platter on Saturday whetf 
the Election Commission 
served notice on his party 
for screening CDs showing 
Jjost-Godhra * - riots in 
n:it»r+i "i 1 hr k n i 





Sania mania 
peaks as she 
creates history 

Omer Farooq 

Hyderabad 

AS THE magnificent green tennis sta- 
dium in Hyderabad turned into a bois- 
terous humanity of joy after Sania 
Mirza won the WTA championship on 
Saturday, it was obvious that the dty f ' 
long associated with the game of crick* 
et, has discovered a new passion and 
icon. 







■v. 



•ol 

ru 


painted by liussain symbol- 

ises the grim environmental 


reaiainc ware 

Hospital in Agra. 


□ einuurticy m tut? ntuiuu < 

early as possible. 


December 25 last year, been accused of kidnapping who was rescued by the gangs. 


condoles Pak 


calls Kasuri 


I 


irs 

on 

his 

art 

uri 

io- 

are 

ins 


vel 

tO' 

ade 

site 

ess 


with Mr Kashri, spoke to 
the Pakistani Minister to 
offer condolences for the 
people killed and several 
hundreds missing after 
heavy rains caused a dam 
to burst inundating several 
villages in Baluchistan on 
Thursday night. 

A flash flood washed 
away the Shadi Kor dam in 
south western Baluchistan 
marooning thousands of 
people and inundating vil- 
lages of Pasni Awaran, Bela. 
Gvvadar, Mand, Gurbat, 
Gulmara and Khushab. 


BITUARY 




12/02/2005 


rm the untimely and tragic demise of our 
.1 accident on 12-02-2005. 
ht Subhash Nagar cremation ground near 
J) Hospital at 12 noon on 13-02-2005. 

S. K. Chetal (Father) 
* Renu Chetal (Mother) 

and family members. 


CPWD 

it, Central Sectt. Division, CPWD, 
nvites, sealed item rate tenders from 
&R) contractors of CPWD upto 1500 
e following works and will be opened 
ne day. 

)04-05 Name of Work: Conversion of 
f CSD canteen INS India during 2004- 
9,131/- Earnest Money: 6,183/- Time 
date of Receipt of appllcation/lssue 
Its cost: 22/02/2005 Rs. 500/- Time 


Is the Cong scared of KGB files? 


From Page 1 

Taihoku crash theory and brought 
the Commission tantalisingly close 
to the truth. But it now seems that 
Mr Patil stands between a final 
solution and the nation. His zeal, 
say knowledgeable sources, is 
understandable because the KGB 
archives may reveal facts that 
could be uncomfortable for the 
Nehru-Gandhi family. 

The Congress regime of 1991- 
96 could have easily sought 
Russian permission to study the 
KGB archives. After the fall of the 
USSR in December 1991, many 
Governments availed the Boris 
Yeltsin administration’s openness 
to unravel many of their own his- 
torical riddles which lay in musty 
Russian libraries. 


But Mr Pranab Mukherjee, then 
External Affairs Minister, did not 
entertain the requests of several 
. Indian historians. This was curious 
because Mr Mukherjee had not 
grudged Indian scholars permis- 
sion to study records of other 
Soviet era Ministries. 

Finally, the Commission, set up 
by the Vajpayee Government, 
applied and received permission. 
But by the time the green signal 
came, the UPA had come to power. 

For its part, the UPA has not 
denied Justice Mukherjee permis- 
sion to go to Moscow. But its May 
14 deadline has rendered the visit 
futile. “Searching, examining and 
cross-checking facts would take 
more time than what the 
Government is willing to spare. 


Even if the Commission and its 
experts are to leave tomorrow, 
only preliminary groundwork 
would be possible in three 
months. This would amount to 
wasting the tax payers’ money," a 
source said. 

That a Congress Government 
would scuttle any honest inquiry 
into the final days of Netaji is a 
public conviction born out of expe- 
rience. Under Nehru, a three-mem- 
ber committee (not commission) 
comprising former INA Major 
General Shahnawaz Khan, retired 
ICS officer S N Moitra and Netaji’s 
younger brother Suresh Bose had 
gone into the issue. 

While Khan and Moitra deduced 
from the skeletal details with the 
Japanese and Allied sources that 


Netaji had died in the August 18, 
1945 crash at Taihoku airport, 
Bose gave a dissenting report. 
Then Home Minister G B Pant cel- 
ebrated the “findings" of Khan and 
Moitra while suppressing Bose’s 
analysis. 

In 1970, Indira Gandhi asked 
Justice G B Khosla to head the first 
commission on the issue. Its 
report seemed made-to-order for 
the ruling dynasty. Not surprising- 
ly, Morarji Desai publicly rejected it 
in 1979. (Mr Vajpayee was then 
External Affairs Minister). After 
becoming Prime Minister in 1998, 
Mr Vajpayee lost no time in com- 
missioning a third inquiry, this time 
with the widest possible terms of 
reference. 

(To be concluded) 


Bollywood wins 
the baazee 


From Page 1 




ensemble from Yeh Raaste Hai 
Pyar Ke, Rs 55,000 for Kareena’s 
maroon overcoat and jumper from 
Ajnabee, Rs 35,000 for Preity 
Zinta’s swarovski crystals embell- 
ished gown from Dil Chahta Hai. 
Big B’s shahi kurta and churidar 
went for as much and SRK’s 
orange and blue Badshah goggles 
for Rs 17,500. 

The next generation Bollywood 
e-auctions — celebrity experience 
auctions are already on “for the 
first time in India". These include 
“meet Amitabh and Abhishek 
Bachchan". “High tea with 


Ekta Kapoor’s girls and boys be far 
behind? Indiantelevision. corn’s 
CEO and editor-in-chief Anil 
Wanvari has donated 27 costumes 
designed by Ashley Rebello for 
small screen stars Aamna Shariff, 
Rajeev Khandelwal, Shabbir 
Ahluwalia, Rakshanda Khan and 
Ronit Roy for online auctions, the 
proceeds of which will go to 
Akshara Foundation and CRY’s 
Tsunami Relief Fund. 

Not surprisingly, it’s Shariff and 
Khandelwal outfits that have been 
priced the highest at Rs 17,000, 
followed by Ahluwalia, Urvashi 
Dholakia and Jaswir Kaur at Rs 
15,000. 

- Anil '"'invirf ind^pMH- 


DJB proposes Thames 
experts to save Yamuna 

RAJESH KUMAR A .senior official of envi- 


New Delhi 


TO MAINTAIN minimum 
flow of water in Yamuna, 
the Ministry of 

Environment is considering 
a proposal to construct 
down stream storage near 
YVazirabad barrage. Taking 
a serious note of depleting 
water in the river, the 
Ministry of Environment in 
a high ^vel meeting dis- 
cussed means to regulate 
the water flow in Yamuna. 
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) also 
proposed that a firm that 
♦urnpd tlm Thames river in 


A senior official of envi- 
ronment department said 
that the Ministry of 
Environment has received a 
proposal for setting up- 
stream storage in the 
Capital in the pattern of 
Renuka dam in Himachal 
Pradesh. “They also dis- 
cussed the Delhi 
Development Authority 
(DDA) plan for channelisa- 
tion of the Yamuna and 
commercial use of the 
reclaimed area,” said the 
official. 

“In the meeting. DJB also 
proposed that a firm that 
turned the Thames river in 
London from a cesspool 


J&K highway re-opened 
passengers evacuated 


Jammu 


THE JAMMU-SRINAGAR 
highway was partially 
reopened on Saturday 
leading to evacuation of 
over 1400 stranded pas- 
sengers despite inclement 
weather and a major land- 
slide eroding about 600 
meters of it. 

The blocked Jawahar 
tunnel was reopened on 
Saturday despite bad 
weather and red alert by 
the snow and avalanche 
study establishment 
(SASE), State Information 
director Farooq Renzoo 
told PTl. 

About 370 vehicles were 
cleared of the highway 
and allowed to move to 
Srinagar with over 1400 
passengers after it was 
partially re-opened for 
vehicular traffic, Neyaz 
Mehmood, DIG, said. 

The avalanches and 
landslies, which struck the 
highway, have been 
cleared in the morning but 
fresh landslides have 
taken place in Ramsoo 
and Panthal areas on the 


highway which the Bord 
Road Organisation 
working round-the-clo 
to clear, he said. 

A major landslide to 
place this evening 
Panthal on the highvv 
which eroded about 6 
meters of it, however, 
DYSP and some cc 
escaped narrowly but 
part of local small loc 
was damaged. 
Mehmood said. 

Earlier, Mr Renzoo. v 
alongvvith Divisio 
Commissioner, IGP and 
CRPF are camping 
Chanderkot on the hi; 
way to supervise the r 
cue operation, said ci 
ian vehicles have pas 
through Jawahar tun 
towards Kashmir. 

He said relief and i 
cue operations are gc 
on a war-footi 
However, there 
around 1400 passen£ 
still stranded in the ar 

SASE has warned at 
fresh landslides 
issued a red alert to l 
off the area. 

(. 


Geelani saga gets murki< 


From Page 1 

Sebastian Hongray was sum- 
moned by the investigating officer 
under Section IfO of CrPC to 
record his statement. Hongray 
was asked about his lifestyle and 
how he came into contact of 
^'*‘1'*"! ***"4 m tnrKoired on 


department. Singh was cto 
Geelani. Singh was asked 
his relationship with Geelan 
whether he knew who could 
attacked him. He told the 
that Geelani had told his filer 
JNU that he was being fol! 
and could be attacked. Stu 





PARLIAMENT QUESTION/ 

MOST IMMEDIATE/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


Subject : Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 811 for 1-3-2005 by Major 
General (Retd.) B.C.Khanduri, MP regarding Subhas Chandra Bose. 


MHA may kindly refer to their U.O. note no. 13012/2/2005-NCB-II 
dated 22 February 2005 on the above subject. 

2. Inputs of Ministry of External Affairs, in so far as Part (a) of the question is 

concerned, are given in the enclosed note. 


(L.D.Ralte) 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri M.S.Zuha, Desk Officer, Security Division, 
NCB-II Section), North Block, New Delhi. 

MEA U.O no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII, dated 24 February 2005. 


MEA INPUTS IN RESPECT OF PART fa) OF LOK SABHA UNSTARRED 

QUESTION DY. NO. 811 FOR 1-3-2005 BY MATOR GENERAL (RETD.) 

B.C.KHANDURI. MP REGARDING SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 


(a) Whether attention of Govt, has been drawn to front page news titled " Is the 
Congress scared of KGB files" of daily newspaper “ Pioneer " dated 13 January 
2005, regarding the enquiry into the death ofNetaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

MEA comments/ inputs: 

The news item referred to in part (a) of the question contains references to the 
JMCI team not having been permitted to travel to Russia to study the Russian 
archival records. The factual position is as under > 

PROPOSED VISIT OF "TMCI TEAM" TO RUSSIA IN SEPTEMBER 2004 

In June 2004, a formal proposal was received from the JMCI to schedule a 
possible visit to Russia to examine select witnesses and access 
records/ documents in the archives of the Russian Federation. After consultation 
between our Mission in Moscow and the Institute of Oriental Studies (IOS) in 
Moscow, it was suggested in July 2004 that the JMCI team could visit Russian 
any time during the period: 20 September 2004 to October 2004. 

The provisional programme of the JMCI team to schedule the visit in September 
2004, was immediately conveyed to our Mission in Moscow, which initiated 
action for making requisite arrangements and to contact witnesses listed by 
JMCI. 

Among the listed witnesses, Professor Y.V.Pechenko of the University of St. 
Petersburg and Academician Bondarovsky had already expired. After vigorous 
follow-up, the Russian Institute of Oriental Studies (IOS), Moscow arranged a 
meeting for die JMCI team at the Institute on September 22, 2004 with a group 
of Russian scholars. A meeting with Prof. Y.V.Vassilkov of IOS in 
St.Petersburg was also scheduled on September 23, 2004. The Indian Mission in 
Moscow was awaiting confirmation from the Russian Foreign Office with regard 
to its request to allow JMCI to access available documents on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, if any, in the Archives in Russia. JMCI was kept informed of these 
developments periodically. 

MEA meanwhile was informed by the JMCI on 16 September 2004 that " it was 
constmined to cancel its proposed plan to visit the Russian Federation due to its 
inability to schedule and undertake a visit during the ongoing bitter Russian winter, 
which was unlikely to be over before the end of its own term viz. May 2005". 

The Russian Foreign Office subsequently informed the Mission on September 14, 
2004 and October 6, 2004 that the information sought on Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose was not found in the Central Archives of the Federation Security Service 
of Russia. This was conveyed to the JMCI. 


PARLIAMENT QUESTION/ 

MOST IMMEDIATE/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Ministry of External Affairs 

(NGO Section) 

»»* 



Subject : Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 12 for 1-3-2005 by Shri 
Subrata Bose, MP regarding expenditure incurred on Subhas 

Chandra Bose enquiry committees. 

• 

MHA may kindly refer to their endorsement no. 1/13012/1/2005- 
NCB-II dated 22 February 2005, seeking this Ministry's inputs on part (i) of Lok 
Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 12 for 1-3-2005 by Shri Subrata Bose, MP 
regarding expenditure incurred on Subhas Chandra Bose enquiry committees. 

2. There are no records in the Ministry of External Affairs relating to 

financial expenditure incurred, if any, on the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
instituted in 1956. 



(L.D.Ralte) 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri M.S.Zuha, Desk Officer, Security Division, 
NCB-II Section), North Block, New Delhi. 

MEA U.O no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII, dated 25 February 2005. 







PARLIAMENT QUESTION/ — s 

MOST IMMEDIATE/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

/ 

Ministry of External Affairs 

(NGO Section) 

*** 


Subject : Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 811 for 1-3-2005 by Major 
General (Retd.) B.C.Khanduri, MP regarding Subhas Chandra Bose. 


MHA may kindly refer to their U.O. note no. 13012/2/2005-NCB-II 
dated 22 February 2005 on the above subject. 

2. Inputs of Ministry of External Affairs, in so far as Part (a) of the question is 

concerned, are given in the enclosed note. 


Joint Secretary (CNV) 



Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri M.S.Zuha, Desk Officer, Security Division, 
NCB-II Section), North Block, New Delhi. 

MEA U.O no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII, dated 25 February 2005. 

Fax: r 0: - 



MEA INPUTS IN RESPECT OF PART (a) OF LOK SABHA UNSTARRED 

QUESTION DY. NO. 811 FOR 1-3-2005 BY MAJOR GENERAL (RETD.) 

B.C.KHANDURI, MP REGARDING SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 


(a) Whether attention of Govt, has been drawn to front page news titled " Is the 
Congress scared of KGB files" of daily newspaper " Pioneer " dated 13 January 
2005, regarding the enquiry into the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

MEA comments/ inputs: 

The news item referred to in part (a) of the question contains references to the 
JMCI team not having been permitted to travel to Russia to study the Russian 
archival records. The factual position is as under 

% % 

PROPOSED VISIT OF "IMCI TEAM" TO RUSSIA IN SEPTEMBER 2004 

In June 2004, a formal proposal was received from the JMCI to schedule a 
possible visit to Russia to examine select witnesses and access 
records/ documents in the archives of the Russian Federation. After consultation 
between our Mission in Moscow and the Institute of Oriental Studies (IOS) in 
Moscow, it was suggested in July 2004 that the JMCI team could visit Russia* 
any time during the period: 20 September 2004 to October 2004. 

The provisional programme of the JMCI team to schedule the visit in September 
2004, was immediately conveyed to our Mission in Moscow, which initiated 
action for making requisite arrangements and to contact witnesses listed by 
JMCI. 

Among the listed witnesses, Professor Y.V.Pechenko of the University of St. 
Petersburg and Academician Bondarovsky had already expired. After vigorous 
follow-up, the Russian Institute of Oriental Studies (IOS), Moscow arranged a 
meeting for the JMCI team at the Institute on September 22, 2004 with a group 
of Russian scholars. A meeting with Prof. Y.V.Vassilkov of IOS in 
St.Petersburg was also scheduled on September 23, 2004. The Indian Mission in 
Moscow was awaiting confirmation from the Russian Foreign Office with regard 
to its request to allow JMCI to access available documents on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, if any, in the Archives in Russia. JMCI was kept informed of these 
developments periodically. 

MEA meanwhile was informed by the JMCI on 16 September 2004 that "it was 
constrained to cancel its proposed plan to visit the Russian Federation due to its 
inability to schedule and undertake a visit during the ongoing bitter Russian winter, 
which was unlikely to be over before the end of its own term viz. May 2005". 

The Russian Foreign Office subsequently informed the Mission on September 14, 
2004 and October 6, 2004 that the information sought on Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose was not found in the Central Archives of the Federation Security Service 
of Russia. This was conveyed to the JMCI. 
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PARLIAMENT QUESTION/ 

CONj^Efe^LlAL ;.m 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 




*w 


Subiect Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dv. No. 12 for 1-3-2005 bvSfari 

Subrata Bose. MP regarding expenditure incurred on j&wHh# “ ' i 

Chandra Bose enquiry committees. '< 
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MHA may kindly refer to their endorsement no. 1/13012/1/219^5- 
NCBTI dated 22 February 2005, seeking this Ministry' s inputs on part (i) of 1’Jok: 
Sabha Unstarred Question Dy No 12 for 1^3-2005 by Shri Subrata Bose; MP' 
regarding expenditure incurred on Subhas Chandra Bose enquiry committees. 

7 -7’ : ‘-o > .■ 

2. There are no records in the Ministry of External Affairs relating, 

financial expenditure incurred, if any, on the Shah Nawaz Khan Cdm&dt&e 
instituted in 1956. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri M.S.Zuha, Desk Officer, Security Division^, 
NCBr-H Section), North Block, New Delhi. 
t? ? MEA 0.0 rib. 2^NGO-VolXm, dated 25 February 2005 
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PARLIAMENT QUESTION/ 

MOST IMMEDIATE/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 


0 /> 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


Subject : Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 12 for 1-3-2005 by Shri 
Subrata Bose, MP regarding expenditure incurred on Subhas 

Chandra Bose enquiry committees. 

MHA may kindly refer to their endorsement no. 1/13012/1/2005- 
NCB-II dated 22 February 2005, seeking this Ministry's inputs on part (i) of Lok 
Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 12 for 1-3-2005 by Shri Subrata Bose, MP 
regarding expenditure incurred on Subhas Chandra Bose enquiry committees. 

2. There are no records in the Ministry of External Affairs relating to 

financial expenditure incurred, if any, on the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
instituted in 1956. 



(L.D.Ralte) 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri M.S.Zuha, Desk Officer, Security Division, 
NCB-II Section), North Block, New Delhi. 

MEA U.O no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII, dated 25 February 2005. 
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HOME NEW DELHI 




TO: 


Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
B-Block/3 rd Floor 1 1/Mirza Ghalib Street Kolkatta 700087 


F.No.I/13012/1/2005-NCB-II 


New Delhi, the 22 nd Feb, 2004 


Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 12 for 1-3-2005 by Shri Subrata 
Bose, M.P. regarding Expenditure incurred on Subhash Chandra Bose 
enquiry committees- Reg. 


i. Expenditure incurred on the Committee of Inquiry appointed in 1956 
under the Chairmanship of Shah Nawaz Khan and the findings of the 
Committee. 

ii. Expenditure incurred on the Jutice G.D.Khosla Commission of Inquiry 
appointed in 1970 and the findings Committee 

iii. Expenditure incurred on the Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry appointed in 1999 and the findings of the Committee. 


IT IS REQUESTED THAT REQUIRED MATERIAL INFORMATION ALONGWITH A 
NOTE FOR POSSIBLE SUPPLEMENTARY IN RESPECT OF THE ABOVE 
QUESTION MAY BE PROVIDED TO THIS MINISTRY URGENTLY BY RETURN FAX 
TO ENABLE U TO DRAFT A SUITABLE REPLY TO THE QUESTION 



(MTS. Zuha) 
Desk Officer 


Copy to 

Joint Secretary(CNV),( Shri L.D.Ralte), 

Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi 

(It is requested that factual information in respect of para I of the questic 
may kindly be sent by return fax.) 
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PARLIAMENT QUESTION/ 

MOST IMMEDIATE/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

/ 


Ministry of External Affairs 

(NGO Section) 

*** 



Subject : Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 12 for 1-3-2005 by Shri 
Subrata Bose, MP regarding expenditure incurred on Subhas 

Chandra Bose enquiry committees. 




MHA may kindly refer to their endorsement no. 1/13012/1/2005- 
NCB-II dated 22 February 2005, seeking this Ministry's inputs on part (i) of Lok 
Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 12 for 1-3-2005 by Shri Subrata Bose, MP 
regarding expenditure incurred on Subhas Chandra Bose enquiry committees. 


2. There are no records in the Ministry of External Affairs relating to 

financial expenditure incurred, if any, on the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
instituted in 1956. 



Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri M.S.Zuha, Desk Officer, Security Division, 
NCB-II Section), North Block, New Delhi. 

MEA U.O no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XHl7dated24 February 2005. 
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FAX MESSAGE 


From: Director General. India-Taipei Association, Taipei 

To: Joint' Secretary (eNV), Ministry at External Affaire. New Delhi 



mm. 


. Reference your fax message dated 24 February 2005 regarding dc^_,. 

f.:,' Records requested from Taiwanese authorities in connection with alleged 
SqbhasCharidrarBose. 
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Subsequent to the visit of JMCI, the. authorities have written to the concerned 
„ agencies requesting them to locate documents that might be in archives. Authorities'' 

have requested for more time, since these records, if available, will need time lib 
V- locate. Due to the long Chinese New Year holidays from 4-14 February, thfcy have 
only been able to initiate rriatters last week 

We have reminded them again today about the urgency of this matter, and witl 


y f > . ' • 
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we nave reminder 
pursue the JMCI request. 
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tjlo Tai/Rbl/1/2004 
Dated 25 February 2005 


(Viiay GoWratefc 

Director r* 
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FAX MESSAGE 

From: Director General, India-Taipei Association, Taipei 

To: Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi 


Reference your fax message dated 24 February 2005 regarding documents and 
records requested from Taiwanese authonties in connection with alleged death of 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 


Subsequent to the visit of JMCI, the authorities have written to the concerned 
agencies requesting them to locate documents that might be in archives. Authorities 
have requested for more time, since these records, if available, will need time to 
locate. Due to the long Chinese New Year holidays from 4-14 February, they have 
only been able to initiate matters last week. 


We have reminded them again today about the urgency of this matter, and will 
pursue the JMCI request 

(Vijay Gokhale) 
Director General 

No Tai/Pol/1/2004 
Dated 25 February 2005 

* *•*.«*** 

'fa. /Jo. 31- 



(L- D. RALTE) 

Joint Secretary (CNV) & 
Chief Vigilance Officer 
Ministry of External Affaire 
N»w Delhi. 


NEW DELHI 
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yy 


L.D.Ralte 

^ Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


24 February 2005 


* Dear 


Please refer to my letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 03 December 
2004, addressed to Shri Ashok Kumar Mukheijee, former Dy. Chief of 
Mission, regarding the Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). 
Enclosed with that letter was a copy of an affidavit filed with the JMCI by 
one Shri Kamal Dutt of Vill. Station Road, P.O.Hojai, Dist. Nagaon, Assam, 
wherein a reference was made to a document said to be available in the 
Russian Federation Archives, containing information relating to Netaji 
dating back to August 1946. 

2. The JMCI had sought Ministry’s assistance in obtaining/ accessing 
this and other related documents on Netaji said to be available in the 
Archives of the Russian Federation. It may be mentioned that this request 
for access to the specific document mentioned in the affidavit was received 
after it was conveyed to the JMCI that the information sought on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was not found in the Central Archives of the Federation 
Security Service of Russia [as conveyed by the Russian Foreign Office to the 
Mission in September/ October 2004]. 


3. Mission would presumably have already taken up the matter with 
the Government of the Russian Federation afresh after receiving the 
affidavit copy in December 2004. Kindly intimate the results of your efforts 
in this regard to enable us to update the Commission on the matter. 




(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri Sanjiv Kohli 
Counsellor 
Embassy of India 
Moscow 



I i > Iv alte 

. • < * i nt Secretary (CNV) 


*IM). No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


03 December 2004 


Dear 



4 

The Ministry of Home Affairs ha's extended the term of the Justice 


Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), that is inquiring into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith, by a further 
six months ie. upto 14 May 2005 . The Commission has been asked to submit 
its report before the expiry of the extended term. 

2. We have been informed by the JMCI that it is constrained to cancel 
its proposed plans to visit the Russian Federation due to its inability to 
schedule and undertake a visit during the ongoing bitter Russian winter and 
which is unlikely to be over before the end of its own term viz. May 2005. 

% 

3. Meanwhile the JMCI has sought Ministry’s assistance in 

obtaining/ accessing some documents said to be available in the Archives of 

. ^ he Russian Federation. 

*• 

4. The JMCI have drawn attention to an affidavit filed by one Shri Kamal 
Dutt of Vill. Station Road, P.O.Hojai, Dist. Nagaon, Assam, wherein a 
reference has been made to a document said to be available in the Russian 
Federation Archives, containing information relating to Netaji dating back to 
August 1946. A copy of the affidavit is enclosed . 

3. We shall be grateful if, you could take up the matter with the 
Government of the Russian Federation and request them to allow the JMCI to 
access the relevant document said to be kept in the, Russian archives. 



Shri Asoke Kumar Mukherjee 
Deputy Chief of Mis'sion 
Embassy of India 
Moscow 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 



FAX MESSAGE 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

[FAX: 00886-2-2757-6117] 


FOR SHRI VIJAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


REFERENCE MY FAX OF 02 FBERUARY 2004 REGARDING VISIT 
OF JMCI TEAM TO TAIPEI IN JANUARY 2005 AND JMCI REQUEST FOR 
OBTAINING TRUE COPIES OF SPECIFIED DOCUMENTS FROM THE TAIWANESE 
SIDE AS PER ASSURANCE CONVEYED BY SEAN HSU, LO IN THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE. 


2. KINDLY PURSUE MATTER FURTHER WITH MR. HSU TO DO THE 


NEEDFUL IN THIS REGARD. 


NO. 25/4/NGO-VoLXIII 
dated : 24 February 2005 









JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 
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Fax =3792285 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OP EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FAX MESSAGE 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

•• 

TO ; INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

[FAX: 00886-2-2757-61171 


FOR SBQRI VUAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


REFERENCE MY FAX OF 02 FBERUARY 2004 REGARDING VISIT 
OF JMGI TEAM TO TAIPEI IN JANUARY 2005 AND JMCI REQUEST FOR 
OBTAINING TRUE COPIES OF SPECIFIED DOCUMENTS FROM THE TAIWANESE, 
SIDE AS PER ASSURANCE CONVEYED BY SEAN HSU, LO IN THE FORiSHSN 
OFFICE 


2. KINDLY PURSUE MATTER FURTHER WITH MR, HSU TO DO T$Q£ 

NEEDFUL IN THIS REGARD. ji 


NO. 25/4/NGO VoIJdn 
dated : 24 February 2005 








JOINT SECJtF.TARYtfCffc^ 


By Fax 



FROM: HOME NEW DELHI 



Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 
B-Block/3 rd Floor 1 1/Mirza Ghalib Street Kolkatta 700087 


F.No.I/1301 2/1/2005-NCB-II 


New Delhi, the 22 nd Feb, 2004 


Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 12 for 1-3-2005 by Shri Subrata 
Bose, M.P. regarding Expenditure incurred on Subhash Chandra Bose 
enquiry committees- Reg. 


i. Expenditure incurred on the Committee of Inquiry appointed in 1956 
under the Chairmanship of Shah Nawaz Khan and the findings of the 
Committee. 

ii. Expenditure incurred on the Jutice G.D.Khosla Commission of Inquiry 
appointed in 1970 and the findings Committee 

iii. Expenditure incurred on the Justice M.K.Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry appointed in 1999 and the findings of the Committee. 


IT IS REQUESTED THAT REQUIRED MATERIAL INFORMATION ALONGWITH A 
NOTE FOR POSSIBLE SUPPLEMENTARY IN RESPECT OF THE ABOVE 
QUESTION MAY BE PROVIDED TO THIS MINISTRY URGENTLY BY RETURN FAX 
TO ENABLE U TO DRAFT A SUITABLE REPLY TO THE QUESTION 



Desk Officer 


Copy to 

Joint Secretary(CNV),( Shri L.D.Ralte), 

Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi 

(It is requested that factual information in respect of para I of the question 
may kindly be sent by return fax.) 
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24 February 2005 



... . . , . Please refer to my letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XUI dated 03 Decejnbfcr ; 

-2004, addressed to Shri Ashok Kumar Mukherjee, former Dy. .Cfcfc| of 
Mission, regarding the Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry (JM.CJ) 

• ^ i Enclosed with that letter was a copy of an affidavit filed with the JMCf by 


' 1 * dating’ batik to August 1946. 

, 2 . Hie JMCI had sought Ministry’s assistance in obtaining/ accessing 

this ^nvH other related documents on Netaji said to be available in ^ 


I 


Chandra Bose was not found in the Central Archives of the =1 
Service of Russia fas conveyed by the Russian Foreign Office to .the. 
i Septonber/October 2004). , > ; v 

\.y ■ -7 . 

i;.V 3. Mission would presumably have already taken up the matted wafh 

fr-' 1 ! the Government of the Russian Federation afresh after recervir^>tHe 

aL'- *.• . . . . i^_ _ r lao 


; : affidavit copy in December 2004. Kindly intimate the results of you r e®b 
' in this regard to enable us to update the Commission on the matter. 

M /La 


. 1 ' 

V ' * • 

y>A , . • ; 

■ • 

£ . K 

C; • i ^ 

v.-,. • >. • 



Yours 





31 January 2005 




INDIA - TAIPEI ASSOCIATION 
J$L " D ft ft i 

SUITE 2010, 7WTC INTERNATIONAL TRADE BUILDING, No. 333, KEELUNG RO. SEC 1, TAIPEI, TAIWAN 

/S ^CjfxT T «':MM*757«liZfl Fax : 889-2-2757-0117 ^J- Z lfl -1 

U {)/ . , Ua0m,l. hliMLMt r p\Cw> 

-^ViA- v \» mO'£- 

^ _____ Confidential / Immediate ^ T; J^T 

No. Tai/Pol/ 1/2004 ^V*-A<4 | 

Wc . 

J£s' f * 

Sub: Visit of Justice Mukheriee Commission of Inquiry to Taipei on 26-27 

January 2005 

Dear ^jytt , 

Justice M.K. Mukheijee, Chairman, Justice Mukheijee Commission 
Inquiry (JMCI) and Hon’ble M.P (LS), Shri Subrata Bose visited Taipei from 25-28, 
January 2005 to enquire into the alleged disappearance / death of Netaji Subhas j k L -' N 
Chandra Bose in Taiwan in 1945. They were facilitated at the airport on arrival Pp 
and departure, and Assistant Director Bhutia accompanied them at all meetings * 
and site visits in Taipei. ' 

2. The program for JMCI was entirely organised by the Ministry of Foreign V 
Affairs, who had also provided one liaison person (Mr. Sean HSU) to facilitate 
their visit. The programme drawn up for their visit is at Annexure I. JMCI 







conducted its inquiries and visit to these sites on 26-27 January 2005. 


X, 






3. A brief summary of the inquiries and visits of JMCI recorded by Assistant < 
Director Bhutia are as follows: (yz . y 

26 th January 2005, Visit to Taipei Ci ty Government / Department of Health. 

Taipei City Government. • . l ?J\ 

JMCI was met by Ms. Hsiu-Lian bin, Senior Specialist, Deptt. of Health, 

Taipei City Government and Mr. Victor W-K. Chu, Chief of Protocol, Taipei City Lj xr^ 
Government at the Taipei City Hall. Ms. Hsiu handed over to JMCI a document j 
entitled “ Evolution of Nan Mong Military Hospital & Taipei Crematorium”, which 
at Annexure II. On queries from JMCI, Ms. Hsiu & Mr. Victor both replied that . 
the Taipei City Government do not have any record of a plane crash or cremation 
record pertaining to Subhas Chandra Bose. Both Ms. Hsiu and Mr. Victor 
suggested that JMCI visit the “ Historica Sinica” to check newspaper reports of 
1945. 


the 


Justice Mukheijee told them that records were available in 1956 relating to 
death of one Ichiro Okura’ in the Welfare Section of the Municipal 






($? 

\ Government of Taipei and showed them a letter issued by Taiwan's MOFA to E/I, 
Tokyo in 1956. In reply, Mr. Victor said that some years back , they had checked 
for records and they did not find any records from 1956 relating to Subhas 
Chandra Bose or Ichiro Okura’. Mr. Victor also added that many records of the 
Taipei City Government kept in the basement were lost in a big flood in 2000- 
2001. He said that he was speculating that whatever records that might have 
been available relating to Subhas Chandra Bose may have perished in the floods. 

Ms. Hsiu suggested that JMCI visit the Tri Service General Hospital instead 
of Taipei Municipal Hoping Hospital because the management of Nan Mong 
Military Hospital had subsequently passed on to Tri Service General Hospital. 

26 th January 2005: Visit to Historica Sinica 

After Taipei City Government, JMCI proceeded to the Historica Sinica where they 
were met by Ms. Shueng, Director, Archives, Institute of Modem History. Ms. 
Shueng said that they have records only upto the year 1926 and suggested that 
JMCI check the National Archives instead. She also said that JMCI might check 
the Chinese newspapers from 1945 at the Institute of Taiwanese History. 

The computer search engine at the Institute of Taiwanese History’s micro 
film databse found 3 news item from Central Daily News, relating to Subhas 
Chandra Bose from 1945-1946. The reports related to the release of Netaji’s 
brother (Sarat Chandra Bose) from prison in India and stories of Japanese trying 
to track Subhas Chandra Bose and a huge gold bullion shipment that was 
supposed to have disappeared with him. ( Annexure III). JMCI requested them to 
search for any story relating to a plane crash in August 1945 or the death of 
Ichiro Okura. The computer search of the microfilm database did not turn up 
any news item relating to the request. 

26 th January 2005: Visit to Tri Service General 


Mr. Chao Ying Lai, Chief, Medical Records Room at Tri Service General Hospital 
told JMCI that they have no records prior to 1967 and also that their retention 
period of record is seven years only. 

26 th January 2005: Visit to Taipei Fine Arts Museum 


The last visit of the day for JMCI was to Taipei Fine Arts Museum area which is 
built on the site of the erstwhile Taihoku Airport, where the plane carrying 
Subhas Chandra Bose allegedly crashed. 


27 th January 2005: Visit to Ministry of Transportation and Communication 


Mr. Chih Wen Fang, Section Chief, Dept, of Navigation and Aviation, Ministry of 
Transportation and Communication and Mr. Hwa Kang, Flight Standard Division 
of Civil Aeronautic Administration met the JMCI. They told JMCI that they did 
not have records of any plane crash in August 1945. In reply to a query from 
Justice Mukheijee about a plane crash in September 1945 which MOTC had 
referred to in their e-mail communication with an Indian journalist Anuj Dhar), 
they said that although they do not have records of that crash either but they 
were able to find out from a newspaper (Taiwan Shin Pao) that a plane carrying 
US POWs from Philippines crashed into a mountain in Taitung. JMCI then 
requested Mr. Sean Hsu, MOFA to send them newspapers from the period August 
18 - 25, 1945. 


27 th January 2005: Visit to Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Mr. Nandalal Chakrabarti, Professor, Krishnagar Government College, 
Nadia and Mr. Keshav Bhattachaijee, Advocate, Kolkata High Court, both 
deponents before JMCI also joined the enquiries at this point during the visit. 

Justice Mukherjee showed a letter written by Taiwan's MOFA to E/I Tokyo 
in 1956 about the death of one ‘Ichiro Okura’ to Mr. Donald Lee, Deputy Director 
General, Department of East Asia and Pacific Affairs. Mr. Lee said that he was 
surprised that the letter was signed by a Japanese even though they had left 
Taiwan by 1956. He said that he did not have that letter in his records and said 
that he will check MOFA archives for material relating to Subhas Chandra Bose.. 
Mr. Lee also informed Justice Mukheijee that their enquiries revealed that they 
had four files relating to Subhas Chandra Bose from the period 1943 to 1973, two 
with MOFA archives while the other two had been transferred to the National 
Archives. JMCI requested for copies of those files. They were informed that 
certain procedural formalities would have to be completed before retrieving the 
files from the archives and it would take about two weeks time. They said that 
they will retrieve the files and send them to JMCI through ITA. 

January 27. 2005: Visit to Taipei Municipal Funeral Parlour 


JMCI was met by the embalmer at the Taipei Municipal Funeral Parlour and was 
not able to find any records pertaining to their investigations. The embalmer 
suggested that that JMCI visit the Taipei Second Funeral Parlour at Hsinhai 
Road, which was the place where the old crematorium was located. 

January 27,2005: Visit to Taipei Second Funeral Parlour 


Mr. Liu, Chief, Second Bureau Funeral Parlour, was shown a death certificate in 
Chinese ( taken from a book) relating to the death of ‘Ichiro Okura’ in 1945 and 
asked whether he would be able to trace the certificate. Mr. Liu said that the old 


© 


records Eire not kept systematically at the Parlour and that he would try to trace 
out that certificate, if available. 


4. Justice Mukheijee and Shri Subrata Bose M.P. left Taipei for Bangkok on 
28.01.2005 by TG 637. Prior to his departure we advised Justice Mukheijee that 
he might like to place the various requests that he has made to the Taiwanese 
side during his visit, in writing, so that ITA Taipei can follow up the requests with 
the authoirities. 

5. The contents of this letter may also kindly be shown to the Joint Secretary 
(East Asia). 



Yours sincerely 




(Vijay Gokhale) 
Director General 


Shri L.D.Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 


Annexure I 


VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY TO 

TAIWAN - 25 - 28 JANUARY 2005 



PROGRAMME 

Date / Time 

Event 

Tuesday 25 January 


2245 hours 

Arrival at CKS Airport by TG-637 / Transfer to Hotel 

Wednesday 26 January 


0930 hours 

1000 hours 

1030 hours 

1100 hours 

1230 hours 

1500 hours 

1630 hours 

Departure from Hotel 

Visit Taipei City Government 

Visit Department of Health, Taipei City Government 

Visit Historica Sinica 

Lunch (Free) 

Visit Taipei Tri Services General Hospital 

Visit alleged Crash Site at Taipei Fine Arts Museum 
(erstwhile Taihoku Airport) 

1900 hours 

Dinner at residence of the Director General, India-Taipei 
Association (Apt 1102, No. 15, Lane 172, Keelung Road Sec.l 

Thursday 27 January 


0930 hours 

1000 hours 

1100 hours 

Departure from Hotel 

Visit to Ministry of Transportation & Communications 

Call on Mr. Donald Lee, Deputy Director General of the 

Department of East Asia and Pacific Affairs, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs 

1300 hours 

1400 hours 

Lunch (free) 

Visit Taipei Municipal Funeral Parlour (erstwhile Municipal 
Crematorium) 

1430 hours 

Visit Taipei Second Funeral Parlour 

Dinner at residence of the Director General, India-Taipei 

Evening 

Association (Apt 1102, No. 15, Lane 172, Keelung Road Sec.1 

Friday 28 January 


0600 hours 

0900 hours 

Departure from hotel for airport 

Depature for Bangkok by TG 636 


Contact person from MOFA : Mr. Sean Hsu Mobile: 0912-286-195 / 0952-835-701 


The Evolution of Hospital 


Time 

Evolution 

Period 

Aug. 18 1945 

The emergency care for 
Mr.Bose was 

The NanMong Military 
Hospital 

Japanese Occupation 
Period 

Oct.25.1945 

801 Military General 

Hospital 

Taiwan, R.O.C. 

July.1.1967 

Tri-Service General Hospital 



The Evolution of Crematorium 


Time 

Evolution 

Management Body 

Aug. 18 1945 

Taipei Crematorium 

The Japanese 

Occupied Period 

Oct.25.1945 

Taipei Crematorium 

Taipei Health Yen 

• 

1964 

Taipei Crematorium 

Department of Health, 
Taipei city Government 

1965 

Taipei Crematorium 

Department of Social 
Welfare 

Taipei city Government 

1994 

Taipei Crematorium 

Taipei Mortuary 
Services office 
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INDIA - TAIPEI ASSOCIATION 

It - H H 

SUITE 2010, TWTC INTERNATIONAL TRADE BUILDING, No. 333, KEELUNG RD SEC 1, TAIPEI, TAIWAN 
fcitiS SMB- « 333 U 2010 1 ( ||M ) 

Tal : OBIT 2-2787-8112/3 Fu : MB-2-27S7 8117 
HaQmsI. hlnaLnai 

FAX Message 

k 

No. Tai/Pol/1/2004 21 January 2005 

From : Director General, India-Taipei Association 

To: Joint Secretary (CNV) Division, Ministry of External Affairs 

Reference your message of 20 January regarding visit of JMCI to Taipei on 26-27 
January 2005 


2. Accommodation for 3 nights for Shri Subrata Bose M.P has been booked at the 
Pacific Business Centre @ NTJ 2888 net per night (including one breakfast) He will be 
required to settle the bill prior to his departure Incase Shri Bose intends to pay his bills in 
cash, kindly advise him the US Dollar bills bearing serials with the letters CB or AB are 
not repeat not accepted in Taipei due to suspected cases of counterfeiting of these bills. 


3 Local authorities are still in the process of arranging visits / meetings. Regarding 
the two e-mails written to Shri Anuj Dhar by the Mayor of Taipei and the Minister of . 
Transportation & Communications in 2003, the Taiwanese side has asked that copies be 
provided in advance if possible, so that they might trace the relevant papers if any Kindly 
contact the JMCI and ask them to fax us the e-mails so that we may provide it to the 
Taiwanese side. Taiwanese side say that in the absence of copies they will be unable to 
trace records. 


4. Your message says they are amving by GC- 636. There is no such flight listed at 
present. There is Thai Airways flight TG -636 from Bangkok which also arrives the same 
evening. Presume that they are arriving by TG - 636 Would appreciate confirmation in 
this regard. «. 

Yours sincerely 


IV£S 




'to, 


(Vyay Gokhale) 
Director General 


Hornet* 

c* ?° '‘ 4 S ° X 

UK 





(L^lutTE?^ 

Secretary (CNV) % 
Vigilance Off ic%f 
of External Affaire 
New Delhi. 


.a 


JS(CNO>MEP 


Fax =3792285 
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SUITE 2010, TWTC INTERHAflONAL TRADE IUUMG, No XO, KEELUN6 RO SEC 1, TaTEI TAIWAN 
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T«l : AM tJKUllVI ft* • W-UNTAilT 
taaiMi. nmimm 

FAX Message 

N«. Tai/Fof/I/ 20 M l( j.„ >rr 2(ns 

Fro» - Director General, India-Taipci Auociitioi 

To: Joint Secretary (CNV) Division, Ministry of External Affairs 


Reference your message of 20 January regarding visit of JMCI to Taipei on 26-27 r 
January 2005 

2 Accommodation for 3 nights for Shri Subrata Bose M.P has been booked at the 
Pacific Business Centre @ NTS 2888 net per night (including one breakfast), H« will be 
required to settle the bill prior to his departure. Incase Shri Bose intends to pay his bills in 
cash, kindly advise him the US Dollar bills bearing serials with the letters CJB or AB are 
not repeat not accepted in Taipei due to suspected cases of counterfeiting of these bills. 

Local authorities are still in the process of arranging visits / meetings Regarding 
the two e-mails Written to Shn Anuj Dhar by the Mayor of Taipei and the Minister of . 
Transportation A Communications in 2003, the Taiwanese side has asked that copies be 
provided in advance if possible, so that they might trace the relevant papers if any Kindly 
contact the JMCI and ask them to fax us the e-mails so that we may provide it to the 
Taiwanese side. Taiwanese side say that in the absence of copies they will be unable to 
pace records 


4. Your message says they are arriving by GC- 636. There is no such flight listed at 
present There is Thai Airways flight TG -636 from Bangkok which also arrives the same 
evening Presume that they are arriving by TG - 636 Would appreciate confirmation in 


this regard 






To 


Yours sincerely 

(Vyay Gokhale) 
Director Genera] 


geo*.* 7 **-? 


i^tA 


( mi- no 


/ve! 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


* 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FAX MESSAGE 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

[FAX: 00886-2-2757-6117] 


FOR SHRI VI JAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


REFERENCE MY FAX OF 02 FBERUARY 2004 REGARDING VISIT 
OF JMCI TEAM TO TAIPEI IN JANUARY 2005 AND JMCI REQUEST FOR 
OBTAINING TRUE COPIES OF SPECIFIED DOCUMENTS FROM THE TAIWANESE 
SIDE AS PER ASSURANCE CONVEYED BY SEAN HSU, LO IN THE FOREIGN 

OFFICE. 

* • 


2. KINDLY PURSUE MATTER FURTHER WITH MR. HSU TO DO THE 


NEEDFUL IN THIS REGARD. 





(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 




NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated : 24 February 2005 


FAX NO. : 09i 033 2 52 2765 


FEB. 24 2005 10:46AM PI 


FROM : JMC I 
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f/l' 

!!ii . i.' '.'.It'.* 


: o? Sequi-ry 

. , V r % ’J ■ S r/ ' r j L Ali A\T or 

ir = • • . Bosk- 

i :, 'iaor) 

l » * \ i\ 1 •• / ; ! Sirco:, K ffiUii-o 700 087 


Mlionc 

('hot: man — 262-2635 

Arnrwy - 252-276*/ 

Officer on 

.V/i/'f «// /Jw/v ~ 252*2765 
/;//;«!• - 252-2706/G6 

e-mail : jmanscb@cal 3.vsnl.ncl.in 



Nc -JMC ; /Over seae -Wit ness/2000-0l/70( III) /429 . 


Kolkata, dated, 23.02*05. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.), 
Officer On Special Duty 


To : Shri R.D. Ralte, 

Joint secretary (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 
south Block, 

New Delhi — 110001. 

sir, 

I am directed to refer to the Commission's letter 
No. JMCI/overseas-Witness/2000-01/70(III)/401 dated 01.02.2005 
and to request you to kindly pursue with the I.T.A, Taipei 
closely so that they persuade* the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Taiwan as also Mr. Sean Hsu, an Officer of the 
said Ministry, to locate and make over true copies of the 
documents mentioned in the Commission's aforesaid letter 
dated 0.).02.05 to the ITA for onward transmission of the 
same to the Commission through the Ministry of External 
Affairs. Government of India. 



L.D.Kalte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4 / NGO-Vol.XIII 


24 February 2005 


Dear 



/ 


Please refer to my letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 03 December 
2004, addressed to Shri Ashok Kumar Mukheijee, former Dy. Chief of 
Mission, regarding the Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). 
Enclosed with that letter was a copy of an affidavit filed with the JMCI by 
one Shri Kamal Dutt of Vill. Station Road, P.O.Hojai, Dist. Nagaon, Assam, 
wherein a reference was made to a document said to be available in the 
Russian Federation Archives, containing information relating to Netaji 
dating back to August 1946. 

2. The JMCI had sought Ministry’s assistance in obtaining/accessing 
this and other related documents on Netaji said to be available in the 
Archives of the Russian Federation. It may be mentioned that this request 
for access to the specific document mentioned in the affidavit was received 
after it was conveyed to the JMCI that the information sought on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was not found in the Central Archives of the Federation 
Security Service of Russia [as conveyed by the Russian Foreign Office to the 
Mission in September/ October 2004]. 

3. Mission would presumably have already taken up the matter with 
the Government of the Russian Federation afresh after receiving the 
affidavit copy in December 2004. Kindly intimate the results of your efforts 
in this regard to enable us to update the Commission on the matter. 



(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri Sanjiv Kohli 
Counsellor 
Embassy of India 
Moscow 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 

v , ’ - V * * 


FROM : 
TO : 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FAX MESSAGE 

FOREIGN NEW DELHI 
LNDEMBASSY BANGKOK J 

COUNSELLOR (COMM) FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


v-rti \fr 






'Vmm 

•ti'vyfi viTLi 

; .w 


PLS REFER YOUR FAX MESSAGE NO. BAN/FROT/122/87/2O04 DATED 
14 FEBRUARY 2005 REGARDING SETTLEMENT OF HOTEL ROOM 
TOWARDS ACCOMMODATION BOOKED IN BANGKOK FOR SHRI f 
HONTBLE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT. 


2 . 


HON'BLE MP HAD TRAVELLED TO BANGKOK 


•• •«">*% 


& TAIPEI IN '•fMM 

.1 •* ' - i •■»->>*« 


CONNECTION WITH THE VISIT OF THE JMCI TEAM. PRIOR TO HIS DEPARIU^E HB 
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HAD SOUGHT MINISTRY'S ASSISTANCE IN BOOKING ACCOMMODATION, AND 
HAD ALSO INDICATED THAT HE WOULD PAY FOR HIS OWN EXPENSES DDEQ^G 
HIS STAY IN BANGKOK AND TAJGPEL WE ARE INFORMING HON'BLE MP ABDUt 
THE UNPAID HOTEL BILLS AND SHALL REVERT AS SOON AS A RESPONSE IS 
RECEIVED 


sm 


NO. 25/4/NGO-VoVCm 
dated 2L February 2005 


JOINT SECRETA*f¥.(CNV) 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FAX MESSAGE 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

COUNSELLOR (COMM) FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

PLS REFER YOUR FAX MESSAGE NO. BAN/PROT/122/87/2004 DATED 
14 FEBRUARY 2005 REGARDING SETTLEMENT OF HOTEL ROOM CHARGES 
TOWARDS ACCOMMODATION BOOKED IN BANGKOK FOR SHRI SUBRATA BOSE, 
HON'BLE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT. 

2. HON'BLE MP HAD TRAVELLED TO BANGKOK & TAIPEI IN 

CONNECTION WITH THE VISIT OF THE JMCI TEAM. PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE HE 
HAD SOUGFIT MINISTRY'S ASSISTANCE IN BOOKING ACCOMMODATION, AND 
HAD ALSO INDICATED THAT HE WOULD PAY FOR HIS OWN EXPENSES DURING 
HIS STAY IN BANGKOK AND TAIPEI. WE ARE INFORMING HON'BLE MP ABOUT 
THE UNPAID HOTEL BILLS AND SHALL REVERT AS SOON AS A RESPONSE IS 
RECEIVED. 


(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

NO. 25/4/NGO-V ol.XIII 
dated : 2X February 2005 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

* 

FAX MESSAGE 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

4 • 

TO : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

COUNSELLOR (COMM) FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

PLS REFER YOUR FAX MESSAGE NO. BAN/ PROT/ 122/ 87/ 2004 DATED 
14 FEBRUARY 2005 REGARDING SETTLEMENT OF HOTEL ROOM CHARGES 
TOWARDS ACCOMMODATION BOOKED IN BANGKOK FOR SHRI SUBRATA BOSE, 
HON'BLE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT. 

2. HON'BLE MP HAD TRAVELLED TO BANGKOK & TAIPEI IN 

CONNECTION WITH THE VISIT OF THE JMCI TEAM. PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE HE 
HAD SOUGHT MINISTRY'S ASSISTANCE IN BOOKING ACCOMMODATION, AND 
HAD ALSO INDICATED THAT HE WOULD PAY FOR HIS OWN EXPENSES DURING 
HIS STAY IN BANGKOK AND TAIPEI. WE ARE INFORMING HON'BLE MP ABOUT 
THE UNPAID HOTEL BILLS AND SHALL REVERT AS SOON AS A RESPONSE IS 
RECEIVED. 


(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated : 2Z February 2005 


A 



\ 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

NEW DELHI 



L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


21 February 2005 






This refers to your visit to Bangkok and Taipei last month, in connection 
with the visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). You would 
recall our meeting in my office a few days prior to your departure, wherein you 
had requested for assistance in booking of hotel accomodation during your transit 
halt at Bangkok enroute Taipei and on the return journey. You had indicated that 
you would pay for the expenses in this connection. We had accordingly requested 
our Mission to do the needful in this regard. 

2. Our Mission in Bangkok has now informed that the hotel accommodation 
charges for the rooms that were booked for your transit halts on 25 February 2005 
at Amari Hotel and at Ambassador Hotel on 28-29 January 2005 are pending 
settlement. We shall be grateful if you could let us know as to how the bills are to 
be settled, so that the Mission can be informed accordingly. 




(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri Subrata Bose, 


Hon'ble Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha) 


15, North Avenue 
New Delhi -110001 





Member of Parliament 
(Lok Sabha) 


15, North Avenue, 
New Delhi - 110 001 
Tel.: (011) 2309-3806 


1/385, Gariahat Road South 
Jodhpur Park, Kolkata - 700 068 
Tel.: (033) 2473-4598 
M : 98300 11421 


15/02/2005 11:51 


022621740 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 


PAGE 01 



EMBASSY OF INDIA 
BANGKOK 


FAX MESSAGE 


© 


A 


BAN/PROT/1 22/87/2004 


14th February 2005 


From: Indembassy, Bangkok 

To: Foreign, New Delhi 

JS(CNV) from CounselIor(Comtn ) & HOC 

Shri Subrata Bose, Member of Parliament arrived Bangkok on 25 <h January 2005. 

Please refer to your fax message No. 25/4/NGOVol III dated January 20, 2005 
regarding inclusion of Shri Subrata Bose, Member of Parliament, as a Member of Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquuy (JMCI) As desired a room was booked for Shri Bose 
for his transit halt on 25 <k January 2005 at Amari Airport Hotel and at Ambassador Hotel 
on 28-29 January 2005. 

Grateful convey sanction for settlement of the hotel accommodation charges. 





MA-' 


Xtv-ifc 


46, Sukhumvit Soi 23 (I’rasammilr), Bangkok 101 10 
Telephone : (662) 258-0300-6 , Fax : (662) 2584627 and 2621740 
Cable INDhMBASSY BANGKOK F.-muj) : indiaemb@mozart inel co.th Home Page : www.mdiaetnb.orJh 


ffc)^T tt^TcTT, 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 





L.D. Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel: 2301-1357 


No. 5? I /JS (CNV)/ 05 
Dear Shri Roy, 


22 February 05 






Please refer to your d.o. No. JMCI/Overseas- 
Witness/ 2000-01 / 70 (IIIJ/422 dated 16 February 2005. 

2. I acknowledge receipt of Bank Draft No. 079721 dated 
14 February 2005 for Rs.3400 towards expenditure incurred 
by the undersigned for payment of Visa fees for JMCI’s 
officers. 

With regards, 






Shri M. Roy, 

Offlceron Special Duty, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
B-Block, Third Floor, 

11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, r ( 1 

Kolkata - 700 087 


c 






Phone: 


REGISTERED WITH 
^ A /D. 


Fax : 

0091 - 033 - 252-2765 


<J 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Sijbhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirzu Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


D.O. No. JMCI Overseas-Wit ness/2 000- 0i/70 (II I )/42 2 


Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary — 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duly — 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 


e-mail : imcinscb(fljcal.3.vsnl.nct.in 


KoTkata, dated, 16.02.20 


i 

:0 


Dear 1 1 ■ ■' 

Kindly refer to your D.O. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol . Ill 
dated 19 January 2005 addressed to Shri P.K. Sengupt a. Secret ary 
JMCI, forwarding the Passports of Hon'ble Chairman of JMCI, 
the Secretary, JMCI and Shri Subrat a Bose, Hon'ble M.P. 

No receipt regarding Visa fees was found to be attached with 
the d.o. letter. 


I am now to enclose a Bank craft for Ks.3400/- (Rupees 
Three thousand four hundred only bearing No. 079721 dated 
14.02.05) issued in your favour being the amount of expenditure 
very kindly incurred by you on behalf of the Commission's 
Officers towards payment of their Visa Fees. 



Kindly send an acknowledgement in order to facilitate 
squaring up of the accounts of this office. 

uJir b ji 


Yours sincerely 


( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 
JMCI , Kol kat a . 


To 

Shri L.D. Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block, v A r 

New Belhi-110001 . ft 
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L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O. No, 25/4/ NGO-Vol. XIII 


• I * V* • 

' * *- * '--~l 




3 February 2005 


Dear 




Please refer to your E-Mail dated 14 January 2005 enclosing therewith -, 
a draft letter addressed to the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, 
regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
' in the Temple. 

The draft letter is in order and may be issued. 


2 . 



(L.D.Raltb) 


Sturt G-V.Srinxvas 

First Secretary (Pol tot Cons) 

Embassy of India 

Tokyo 

■ ' 

I • % • 

(Fax : OO-S 13 3262 7240) 



JS(CNO)MEA 


Fax =3792285 



P. 1 


=4<>h Transmit Conf . Report >»<>*< 

7 Feb 2005 10=57 


Fax/Phone Number 

Mode 

Start 

Time 

Page 

Result 

Note 

0081332344866 
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L.DJRaltc 

j ► • 

| Joint Secretary (CNV) 


i‘A<. 


;D G. No. 25/4 /NGO-Vol. XIII 


•• • 

• wVv 

• , . . % 

3 February 20Q5 



Please refer to your E-Mail dated 14 January 2005 enclosing therewith 
a draft letter addressed to the Head Priest of the Renkoji Ternple, 
> regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
kept ixi the Temple. 


•y 



First Secretary (Pol & Cons) 

'Embassy of India 

takro 


[Fax : 00-81 3-3262-72401 



L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



: *1 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


3 February 2005 





Please refer to your E-Mail dated 14 January 2005 enclosing therewith 
a draft letter addressed to the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, 
regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
kept in the Temple. 

2. The draft letter is in order and may be issued. 



Yours sincerely, 



(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri G.V.Srinivas 

First Secretary (Pol & Cons) 

Embassy of India 

Tokyo 


[Fax : 00-81-3-3262-7240] 


JS(CW)MEfl 


Fax =3792285 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FAX MESSAGE 


From 

to 


FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

DVDIA-TAIPBI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

(FAX: 00886-2-2757-6117] 

FOR 8HRI VUAY OOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.DJRALTK, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


m 
. . >* ■ 

; 

■ri 

,n £ 

■ .. 

, 'V’W*? 
; i >« p > 

■ ,:M 

■ ' rJKJR 
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• ■‘T 

REFERENCE VISIT OF JMCI TEAM TO TAIPEI FROM 35 JANUARY •SNIPS: TIP . 


27 JANUARY 2005. 


2 . 


HONT3LE CHAIRMAN HAD WISHED TO SEE CERTAIN DOCUjfflBN^ (AS* 


LISTED BELOW) DURING HIS INTERACTION WITH MR. SEAN HSU, AN OFFICER 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MOFA). AS THESE DOCUMENTS WERE NOT Wlfl : 
AVAILABLE. MR.HSU HAD ASSURED THAT TRUE COPIES OF THESE 

AVAILABLE, WOULD BE SENT LATER TO THE COMMISSION THROUGH TBE-fiSL THE $pj 
DOCUMENTS SOUGHT ARE:- 

(I) DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN AND FROM TAIPBF 

PERIOD FROM 18-24 AUGUST 1945 CONTAINING ANY REFERENCE * 

TO NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: 

• •'***., , 

(H) DOCUMENTS RELATING TO NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE S 
TO BE AVAILABLE IN THE ANNUAL VOLUMES OF THE YEARS* 

TO 1945, 1956, 1967 AND 1973 MAINTAINED IN T^-NATIONAL ’: 
ARCHIVES OF TAIWAN; AND 

(ID) DOCUMENTS RELATING TO CREMATION OF DEAD BODIES .OR ALL ^ 
PERSONS DURING PERIOD FROM 18-24 AUGUST 1945 ifc THE. OLD 
CREMATORIUM IN TAIPEI WHICH ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN KEPT Htf *:•>£?* 
THE SAID CREMATORIUM 


3. YOU ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY LIAISE WITH MR H<?ri m r»r» tui- 



, , . . 



( ''V 

MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FAX MESSAGE 


FROM 


FOREIGN NEW DELHI 


TO 


INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

[FAX: 00886-2-2757-6117] 


FOR SHRI VIJAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


REFERENCE VISIT OF JMCI TEAM TO TAIPEI FROM 25 JANUARY 2005 TO 
27 JANUARY 2005. 


2 . 


HON’BLE CHAIRMAN HAD WISHED TO SEE CERTAIN DOCUMENTS (AS 


LISTED BELOW) DURING HIS INTERACTION WITH MR.SEAN HSU, AN OFFICER OF THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MOFA). AS THESE DOCUMENTS WERE NOT READILY 
AVAILABLE, MR.HSU HAD ASSURED THAT TRUE COPIES OF THESE DOCUMENTS, IF 
AVAILABLE, WOULD BE SENT LATER TO THE COMMISSION THROUGH THE ITA. THE 
DOCUMENTS SOUGHT ARE:- 


(I) DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN AND FROM TAIPEI BETWEEN 
PERIOD FROM 18-24 AUGUST 1945 CONTAINING ANY REFERENCE 
TO NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE; 

(II) DOCUMENTS RELATING TO NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE SAID 
TO BE AVAILABLE IN THE ANNUAL VOLUMES OF THE YEARS 1943 
TO 1945, 1956, 1967 AND 1973 MAINTAINED IN THE NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES OF TAIWAN; AND 

(III) DOCUMENTS RELATING TO CREMATION OF DEAD BODIES OF ALL 
PERSONS DURING PERIOD FROM 18-24 AUGUST 1945 IN THE OLD 
CREMATORIUM IN TAIPEI WHICH ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN KEPT IN 
THE SAID CREMATORIUM. 


3. YOU ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY LIAISE WITH MR. HSU TO DO THE NEEDFUL IN 
THIS REGARD. 



(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated : 02 February 2005 


^c/O 


Fax : 

0091-033-252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Neta.ii Subhas Ciiandra Bose. 

‘IT Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Slrccl, Kolkata 700 087 

BY SPEED FOST-^"^ 

No. JMCl/ 0verseaS_w i tness / 2 000-0 1/70 (III)/ 401 

From s Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.), 

Officer on Special Duty 

To j Shri L.D. Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Govt, of India, South Block, 

New Delhi 110001. 



Phone: 

Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary — 252-2767 

Officer on / 

Special Duty - 252-2765 / 

Office - 252 - 2766/68 

e-mail : imcinscb@cal.3.vsril.nct.ii* 


Kolkata, dated, 01.02.2005, 



k 'ffrM 



Sir, 

I am directed to inform you that adhering to his 
programme the Hon'ble Chairman reached Taipei in the night 
of January 25, 2005 and visited various Departments of the 
Govt, of Taiwan and the local Govt, of Taipei on the next 
two days (26th and 27th January, 2005) to lay hands on 
records relevant to the terms of reference of the Commission; 
that he was accompanied by, besides others, Mr. Sean Hsu, 
an Officer of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) , Taiwan; 
that the Hon'ble Chairman requested Mr. Hsu to search for the 
following documents which the Hon'ble Chairman wanted to see 
but were not readily available and to send true copies of 
those documents, if available, to you through the India Taipei 
Association (lUO for onward transmission to the commission and 
that Mr. Hsu was kind enough to assure that he will do the 
needful within a fortnight. 

The documents are 

(i) Daily Newspapers published in and from 
Taipei between the period from 18th to 
24th August, 1945 containing any reference 
to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(ii) Documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose said to be available in the Annual Volumes 
of Documents of the years 1943 to 1945, 1956, 

1967 and 1973 maintained in the National 
Archives of Taiwan; and 

(iii) Documents relating to cremation of the dead- 
bodies of all persons during the period from 
18th to 24th August, 1945 in the old crema- 
torium in Taipei which are said to have been 
kept in the said crematorium. 


contd • . . P . 2 . 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 

Fax : 

0091-033-252*2765 

- 1 2 2 - 

N o. JMCI 


Phone: 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 
Special Duty 
Office 


- 252-2835 

- 252-2767 



- 252-2765 

- 252 - 2766/68 


e-mail : inicinscb@cal.3.vsnl.nct.in 


Kolkata, dated, 


I am* therefore* directed to request you to 
kindly take up the matter with the ITa so that they 
may liaise with Mr. Hsu to do the needful as 
promised. 

I am further directed to state that Mr. V.K. 
Gokhale, Director General* India Taipei Association 
has suggested to the Hon 'ble Chairman that to expedite 
the matter, your letter to ITa in this regard may be 
sent through some reputed courier. 


Yours faithfully, 
(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


Phone: 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Chairman - 2252-2835 

Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 


Special Duty - 2252-2765 
Office - 2252 - 2766/68 


Fax: 033 2252-2765 


e-mail jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.nef 



No. JMCI/Overseas-Witness/200([)-0 1 /70( 1 1 1 )/357 


January 10, 200 


From : Shri P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 



To 


Shri T.D. Bhutia , Assistant Director 
India Taipei Association, Taipei 
R N 2010, TWTC International Trade Building 
333, Keelung Road Section 1, Taipei, Taiwan 
Ph: 886 -2 - 275761 12/3, Fax: 886-2-275761 1 


Sub : Proposed visit of the Commission to Taipei 


Dear Sir, 


Please refer to the Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2001-01/70(III)/l 
dated January 05,2005 on the aforesaid subject. 

Necessary sanction of the Ministry of Home Affairs for the proposed visit was 
received by fax in the evening of January 06, 2005 and today (10.01.2005). For obvious 
reasons, it is not possible for the Commission to undertake the tour in pursuance of the 
programme earlier made and communicated to all concerned. 

The Commission now proposes to visit Taipei between January 25, 2005 and January 
31, 2005. The period of stay of the Commission at Taipei is reduced to two days for the 
reasons explained below. 

Shri L.D. Raltey, Joint Secretary (CNV) , Ministry of External Affairs ,Government of 
India, has informed in a fax message, received in the evening of January 7,2005, that the ITA 
has advised against rescheduling the programme of visit to Taipei in February,2005 and that 
the ITA has further requested for being given at least two months’ notice for making the 
requisite arrangements for the visit. I am directed to say that the Commission’s term will 
expire on May 14,2005 and the Commission has been asked by the Government to submit its 
report before the expiry of the term. The Government have made it clear that no further 
extension of the term of the Commission will be allowed. The Commission needs time to 
hear the arguments of the deponents, examine and sift the voluminous evidence, prepare its 
report and get it printed. Under these compelling circumstances, the Commission wants to 
complete its visit to Taipei as early as possible, preferably within the month of January or by 
the 1 st week of February at the latest. Considering your advice against the rescheduling of the 
visit in February 2005, the Commission now proposes to visit Taipei for two days between 
25 th and 31 st of this month (excluding the dates of journey). For this, the Commission does 


not press ‘examination of witnesses’ part of the programme. Shri Raltey has observed in 
letter dated 07.01 .2005 that the witness are either dead or untraceable. 

Now that the Commission curtails its programme and restricts it to the visit of 
places mentioned in the above-quoted letter and examination of records/documents/files, if 
available, as mentioned in that letter, it may be possible for you to make necessary 
arrangements for the visit. I am accordingly directed to request you to kindly suggest the 
dates of the proposed visit of the Commission to Taipei in the last and penultimate week of 
January, 2005. Receiving your reply, final programme will be drawn up and sent to you. This 
may, therefore, be treated as extremely urgent. 

Thanking you, 



Yours faithfully, 

(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary. 


No. JMCI/Overseas-Witness/ 2001 -01 /70(l 1 1 )/357/1 (2) 


Copy forwarded to Shri L.D. Raltey 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
New Delhi- 11 0001 


January 10, 2005 


- The telephonic talk with the undersigned today may kindly be recalled. 

Shri U K Kalra 
Director, Security Division 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
New Delhi-1 10 001 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FAX MESSAGE 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 


TO 


INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

[FAX: 00886-2-2757-6117] 


FOR SHRI VIJAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


REFERENCE VISIT OF JMCI TEAM TO TAIPEI FROM 25 JANUARY 2005 TO 
27 JANUARY 2005. 


2 . 


HONT3LE CHAIRMAN HAD WISHED TO SEE CERTAIN DOCUMENTS (AS 


LISTED BELOW) DURING HIS INTERACTION WITH MR.SEAN HSU, AN OFFICER OF THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MOFA). AS THESE DOCUMENTS WERE NOT READILY 
AVAILABLE, MR.HSU HAD ASSURED THAT TRUE COPIES OF THESE DOCUMENTS, IF 
AVAILABLE, WOULD BE SENT LATER TO THE COMMISSION THROUGH THE ITA. THE 
DOCUMENTS SOUGHT ARE:- 


(I) DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN AND FROM TAIPEI BETWEEN 
PERIOD FROM 18-24 AUGUST 1945 CONTAINING ANY REFERENCE 
TO NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE; 

(II) DOCUMENTS RELATING TO NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE SAID 
TO BE AVAILABLE IN THE ANNUAL VOLUMES OF THE YEARS 1943 
TO 1945, 1956, 1967 AND 1973 MAINTAINED IN THE NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES OF TAIWAN; AND 

(III) DOCUMENTS RELATING TO CREMATION OF DEAD BODIES OF ALL 
PERSONS DURING PERIOD FROM 18-24 AUGUST 1945 IN THE OLD 
CREMATORIUM IN TAIPEI WHICH ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN KEPT IN 
THE SAID CREMATORIUM. 


3. YOU ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY LIAISE WITH MR. HSU TO DO THE NEEDFUL IN 
THIS REGARD. 



(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


NO. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated : 02 February 2005 


JMCI 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


FEB. 01 2005 12:20PM PI 



Nome: 



(hminiuH — 252-2835 

Svt'rrtary - 252-276 7 
Officer on 


Sue cm l Puty - 252-2765 
Og.ee - 252-2766/60 


e-mail « imcia.HCb@cal .3 .vsnl.net .in 


/»v 


NO jMCl/Oversea9-Witnesa/2000-0l/70(III)/40l Kolkala, dated, 01 .02.2005. 

From ; Shrl M. Roy, IAS (Retd.), 

Officer on Special Duty 

To : Shri L.D. Ralte. 

Joint Secretary (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Govt, of India, South Block, 

New Delhi 110001. 

Sir, 

I am directed to inform you that adhering to his 
programme the Hon 'ble Chairman reached Taipei in the night 
of January 25, 2005 and visited various Departments of the 
Govt, of Taiwan and the local Govt, of Taipei on the next 
two days (26th and 27th January, 2005) to lay hands on 
records relevant to the terms of reference of the commission; 
that he was accompanied by, besides others, Mr. SeaQ Hsu, 
an officer of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFa) . Taiwan; 
that the Hon ’ble Chairman requested Mr, Hsu to search for the 
following documents which the Hon 'ble Chairman wanted to see 
but were not readily available and to send true copies of 
those documents, if available, to you through the India Taipei 
Association (lUO for onward transmission to the Commission and 
that Mr. Hsu was kind enough to assure that he will do the 
needful within a fortnight. 


The documents are 



(i) Daily Newspapers published in and from 
Taipei between the period from 18th to 
24th August, 1945 containing any reference 
to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 


(ii) Documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra 

Bose said to be available in the Annual Volumes 
of Documents of the years 1943 to 1945, 1956, 
1967 and 1973 maintained in the National 
Archives of Taiwan; and 



(Hi) Documents relating to cremation of the dead- 
bodies of all persons during the period from 
18th to 24th August, 1945 in the old crema- 
torium in Taipei which are said to have been 
kept in the said crematorium. 


contd. . .p.2 


FROM : JMC I 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


FEB. 01 2005 12:21PM P2 
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NO JMCI 


Justice ?£uki!ERJF.e Commission of Inquiry 

t-on Inquiry Into tml .All»*gf.o Disappearance of 


Nn vfi S* jfiir as C jianihia liosi;. 

■IT U lock , (Third I'loor) 

I i/A Mir/ii (ih.ilib Slrccl, KolkiUn 700 087 


- i 2 z 


Phone: 

Chit inn art - 252-2035 

Secretary — 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Ojfuv -252-2766/68 

e-mail : iinuO{ScbCtf}col.3.vsnl.nciJn 



Kolkaia, dated, 


I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kindly take up the matter with the ITA so that they 
may liaise with Mr. Hsu to do the needful as 
promised . 

I am further directed to state that Mr. V.K. 
Gokhale, Director General, India Taipei Association 
has suggested to the Hon ’ble Chairman that to expedite 
the matter, your letter to ITA in this regard may be 
sent through some reputed courier. 


Yours faithfully. 



(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


A 





o). 


MOST IMMEDIATE 

FAX 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
BANGKOK 


n 


No. BAN/Pol/ 103/6/03 


Dated 19 th January, 2005 


From 

Ms. Manju, First Secretary (Pol), Indembassy Bangkok. 

(Tel. No. 00-66 2 2584491 - Fax No. 2584627/2621740) 

To 

Shri L.D. Ralte, JS(CNV), FND. (Fax: 23792285) 

No. of pages 

1 


Please refer to your fax dated 10 th January 05 regarding postponement of 
the visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) team. 

Mr. H.B. Kapasi would be in Bangkok during the period 26 January to 3 
February 2005. Grateful if confirmed dates for the Commission’s visit, along 
with detailed final programme, could be intimated at the earliest. 


Regards, 




c/T 

(Manju) 


46, Sukhumvit Soi 23 (Prasarnmitr), Bangkok 10110 
Telephone : (662) 258-0300-6 ; Fax : (662) 2584627 and 262 1 740 
Cable : 1NDHMBASSY BANGKO K E-mail : indiaem b@mozart.inet.co.th Ho me Page : www.uuiiaemh.or.th 


Fax : 

009 1 -033-252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Phone; * * | 1 

Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 

e-mail : jmcinscb@cal.3.vsnl.net.in 


NO. JMCl/ OverseaS - witness / 20 °0-01/70(III)/389 Kolkata, dated, 24.01.05. 

Prom s Shri M. Roy. IAS (Retd.), 

Officer on Special Duty 

To : shri L. D. Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 
south Block, 

New Delhi 110001. 


Sir, 

I am directed to inform you that the Hon'ble Chairman 
of the Commission has talked to shri H.B . Kapasi, on phone 
today (24*01.2005) and has informed him that he will examine 
Shri Kapasi as a witness in the afternoon of 28.01.2005 or 
forenoon of 29.01.2005 at Bangkok and that the exact time 
and venue of the said examination will be intimated to 
Shri Kapasi by the Indian Embassy in Bangkok. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly 
advise the Indian Embassy in Bangkok accordingly. 

Yours faithfully, 

\v^- — "A/~ 

(M, Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 



Copy to Shri H.B, Kapasi, 168/77 Prestige Tower, 15-D, 
Sukhumvit SOI 23 (Prasanraitr) Klongtoey Nua, Wattana, 
Bangkok 10110 £~FAX No. (00662) 2601229_7 for his kind 
information ana favour of taking necessary action. This 
has a reference to the Hon'ble Chairman's talk to him 
(Shri Kapasi) on phone on 24.01.2005. 



Dated : 


24.01.2005. 


(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


,>L'\ C S Lc+uJ | aj' 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


E A X 


srcTd TT^nrra, 

EMBASSY OF INDIA 
BANGKOK 

& 


No. BAN/Pol/1 03/6/03 


Dated 10 th January, 2005 


From 

Ms. Manju, First Secretary (Pol), Indembassy Bangkok. 

(Tel. No. 00-66 2 2584491 - Fax No. 2584627/2621740) 

To 

Shri L.D. Ralte, JS(CNV), FND. (Fax : 23792285) 

No. of pages 

1 


Please refer to your fax No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 7 th December 04 
regarding the proposed visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
(JMCI) team to Thailand and other countries in the region. 

The provisional travel itinerary for the team’s visit was faxed to us earlier. 
Grateful if the detailed final programme could be faxed urgently, so that 
necessary logistical arrangements could be made. 

Regards, 



46, Sukhumvit Soi 23 (Prasammitr), Bangkok 10110 
Telephone : (662) 258-0300-6 ; Fax : (662) 2584627 and 2621740 
Cable . INDEMBASSY BANGKOK E-mail ; indiaemb@mozart.inet.co.th Home Page ; www.indiaonb.or.th 


<3^ -S CXtV ) | OA 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Phone: 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 
Special Duty 
Office 


- 2252-2835 

- 2252-2767 



- 2252-2765 

- 2252 - 2766/68 


Fax ; 033 2252-2765 


c-mail : jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.ncl.in 


No. JMCl/Mccting-Hearing/99-2000/57(V)/374 (74) 


January 17, 2005 


From : 

•* Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 
Officer on Special Duty 

To 

All Deponents 


Dear Sir, 



I am directed to inform you that the Commission will hold its next sitting on 
03.02.2005 & 04.02.2005 starting at 10.30 AM on both the days at the Seminar Hall, Annexe 
Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata-700007, when the Commission will 
hear arguments by / on behalf of the deponents on all factual issues. 


Yours faithfully, 

ww 

(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 

No. JMCl/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(V)/374 (74) January 17, 2005 

Copy forwarded to : 

1. Mr. Tarakeswar Pal, Learned Senior Counsel, Government of India, 

33, Asoke Avenue, Kolkata 700040. 

2. Ms. Abha (Datta) Roy, Learned Counsel for the Govt, of West Bengal, 

F-4, Cluster XI, Purbachal Housing, Salt Lake City, Kolkata 700091 

(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 




cMrJ-T ji c.c.^v)! * i 


$!■ • ) 



Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

'B' Block (3 rd floor),1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


: 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 


D.O. No. JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-01/70(III)/384 January 18, 2005 


Dear 



/ 



Enclosed please find a copy of the programme of visit of the Commission to 
Bangkok and Taipei. A copy of the same programme was earlier sent to you. 

The Embassy in Bangkok may kindly be advised to make necessary arrangements 
for stay, transport, interpreter etc at Bangkok. On way to Taipei the team of the 
Commission will have to stay at Bangkok for a few hours. It would be highly 
appreciated if somebody from the Indian Embassy in Bangkok meets the Hon’ble 
Chairman at the Airport on that day. 

The Commission, as intimated earlier, wants to examine some witnesses, but the 
present whereabouts of most of them are not known and it is also not known whether 
they are living or dead. I am enclosing a list of those persons. 

Serial No. 1 - Shri H.P. Kapasi responded to the notice of the Commission 
published in newspapers in Bangkok. As regards Serial No. 14, his telephone number, 
as made available to the Commission, has been given. The Embassy may also be kindly 
asked to make necessary arrangements for examination of the witnesses who may be 
available. 


2 


With 





Ends : As above 

Sri L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001 
( Phone No: 011 2301 1357) 



Yours 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


D.O. No. JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/200^-01/70(III)/384/l 


January 18, 2005 



Phone: 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Chairman - 2252-2 

Secretary - 2252-276 

Officer on 
Special Duty - 2252-2765 

Offce - 2252 - 2766/68 


Fax : 033 2252-2765 


e-mail jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 
January 14, 2005 


From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary. 

PROGRAMME OF VISIT OF THE COMMISSION TO BANGKOK AND TAIPEI 
January 25 2005 - 

Leaving Kolkata for Bangkok by 1C 731 at 09.30 hours 

Arriving at Bangkok at 13.25 hours 

Leaving Bangkok by TG 636 for Taipei at 18.15 hours 
Arrival at Taipei st 22.45 hours 
January 26 and 27,2005 

Halt at Taipei for official works, namely, visit to certain places , examination of such documents and 
records as may be availale, etc. 

January 28. 2005 - 

Leaving Taipei for Bangkok at 09.00 hours by TG 637. 

Arrival at Bangkok at 11.55 hours 
Halt at Bangkok 
January 29, 2005 - 

Official works at Bangkok, namely examination of / interaction with local witnesses / persons as may 
be available. 

Halt 

January 30. 2005 

Leaving Bangkok by IC 732 at 14.25 hours 
Arriving at Kolkata Airport at 15.25 hours. 



(P.K Sengupta) 
Secretary 


List of persons the Commission wants to meet/examine 
at Bangkok after its arrival at Bankok on January 28, 
2005 and also on January 29, 2005, 


1) Shri H.B. Kapasi 

168/77 Prestige Tower 

15-D, Sukhumvit SOI 23 (Prasanmitr) 

Klongtoey Nua, Wattana, 

Bangkok- 10110, 

(Tel, 02 2601240-2; 

Fax 02 2601229; 

e-mail : Pacif ickk@Cllckta.com) 


2) Shri pratap Singh 

3) Shri C. Rai Narula 

4) Shri Ram Lai Sachdeva 

5) shri s. T, Mentani 

6) Shri Darshan Singh Bajaj 

7) Shri Iswar Singh Narula of INA 

8) Shri M. K. unnlthan 

9) Shri Atma Ram Jain 

10) Shri s.G, Mehtani 

11) Shri C, U, Chandiramani 

12) Shri Abdul Hameed 

13) Shri RajcLSingh Narula 

S/o, Late Iswar Singh Narula 

•'V 
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No.I/12014/6/2001-IS(D-III)/NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 


New Delhi, dated 20.1.2005. 
OFFICE ORDER 

Subject: Proposed visit of JMCI to Taipei (Taiwan) and Bangkok to 

enquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

Sanction of the Competent Authority is hereby accorded in respect 
of Justice Shri M.K. Mukherjee (Retd.) Chairman and Shri P.K. 
Sengupta Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to visit 
Taipei (Taiwan) and Bangkok for the purpose of inquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

2. The deputation will be from 25.1.2005 to 30.1.2005 (including 
journey time). The period of deputation will be as on duty. 

3. Chairman and Secretary Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry have been sanctioned the following during their tour abroad:- 



a) 

Pay & Allowances: 

The pay and allowances will be 
drawn as 

usual in Rupees in India. 


b) 

Air fare (Tickets to 
be purchased by cash 
India directly) 

Chairman-First Class 
Secretary-club class 


c) 

Airport Tax & 

Visa fees: 

As per actual to each 


d) 

Cash Allowances: 

US$313.13 each. 


e) 

Transport, Hotel & 
interpreter etc. 

To be arranged by 
the Chairman, Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry on actual basis 
in Taipei and in Bangkok 
Indian Embassy will 
arrange. 

ft* 

0 

Contingencies 
@ Rs.200/- per day 
for 5 days subject to 
actual stay. 

Rs.1000/- to Chairman only. 


4. Other entitlements will be as laid down in the Ministry of 
Finance O.M.No.l9036/7/83-LE.IV dated 7.11.84 as amended from 
time to time. 

5. Sanction is also accorded for drawal of advance of cash 
allowance as admissible to Chairman, Secretary, Commission of 
Inquiry. 

6. The expenditure will be met from the sanctioned budget Grant 
of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry during the year 
2004-2005. 

7. Sanction order is issued with the concurrence of Ministry of 
Finance(Deptt. of Expenditure) vide their Dy. No.U.O. No 49/E-IV/05-DC, 
dated 20.1.2005. 



(M.S. ZUHA) 


DESK OFFICER 



No.I/12014/6/2001-IS(D-III)/NCB-II, Dated the 20.1.2005 


1. Accounts Officer, Regional Pay & Accounts Offlce(CISF, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, 15/1, Chowringhee Square, 4 th Floor, Kolkata-700069 

2. Justice Shri M.K. Mukherjee, Chairman, Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry, ’B’ Block (Third Floor), ll/A,Mirza Ghalib Street , Kolkata- 
700087 


3. Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 

Inquiry, ‘B’Block (Third Floor), 11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata- 
700087. 


4. Shri L.D. Ralte, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi with request that India-Taipei Association 
(Taiwan) may be advised to extend all type of assistance and cooperation 
to the delegation to avoid any inconvenience to them. 

5. Cash-I /Cash-II Section, MHA, New Delhi. 

6. Finance-I Desk, MHA, New Delhi. 


7. Ministry of Finance, Department of Expenditure(E-IV), North Block, New 
Delhi. Embassy of India, Singapore. 


8. Spare Copies-5 



ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 


* 


f 



* 


Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor),1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 



0 

& : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 


D.O. No. JMCI/Overseas- Witnesses/2000-0 1/70(111)7383 January 18, 2005 




Apropos the telephonic talk with you today and yesterday regarding issue of 
Visa for Taiwan for the Hon’ble Chairman Mr Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, a retired 
Judge of the Supreme Court of India, and myself, I am sending by courier the following 
to you and would request you to do the needful so that the Visas are received at this end 
as early as possible. As I have already intimated, the date of journey of the Commission 
is on January 25, 2005 by IC Fit No. 731 at 09.30 hours from Kolkata. 
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1 . One (1) original Passport of the Hon’ble Chairman 

2. The original Passport of myself 

3. Two (2) Visa Application Forms for entry into Taiwan, Republic of China 
duly filled in and signed by the Hon’ble Chairman and myself 

4. One photograph of the Hon’ble Chairman pasted on his Application Form and 
one photograph in a separate cover. 

5. One photograph of myself pasted on my Application Form and one 
photograph in a separate cover. 


The money required to be paid for the issue of the Passports asf kindly be 
arranged and on getting information about the exact amount of money paid for two (2) 
4k t"? Visas, the Commission would send the amount by Bank Draft or by Money Order. 




I 


2 



/-s 




Shri Subrata Bose, M.P., is in New Delhi and he has met you already. Our Visas 
may be delivered to him for making over to us. 




Accomp: As above 


Yours 





(P.K. Sengupta) 


Secretary 


Sri L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001 
(Phone No: 011 2301 1357) 





D.O. No. JMCI/Overseas- Witnesses/2000-0 1 /^0(III)/3 83/ 1 
Cc: 

ShriUmesh Kalra, 

Director (Securities) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India 
North Block 

New Delhi 1 10 001 - for information and necessary actiot 



January 1 8, 2005 


(P.K. Sengvpta) 
Secretary 
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F AX ME SSAGE 

% 

From Embassy of India, Hanoi, Vietnam 

Fax No : 0084 4 8244998 
E-Mail : India@net nam. o rfc yp 

To Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 

Fax No :009 1-11 -2379228B 
HAN/ 103/02/2005 


Q) 



J J(<- A/// \ 



1 1 Jan 06 


JUSTICE MUKHKR.IKfi COMMISSION OF INQ UIRY FOR INQUIRY 
INTO THE DEATH of KITAJI SUBHABH CHANDRA B OSE 


1 Meaner refer in your FAX message dated lOJaii 05. 

2. It is to inform you that the Lunar (Chinese) New Year falls in the second 
week of Febraaiy. The festivities/ functions would commence by end Jan and 
are likely to last till approx mid Feb. During this period it would be most 
difficult to contact the concerned organizations due to non availability of 
persons. 


3. It is recommended that the visit to Vietnam be planned after 14 Feb 

2005 







u. 


(S. K. Makh(jani) 
First Secretary & Head of Chancery 


Fax : 0091-033-252-2765 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry £»»>»« 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji SufiiiAS Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


REGISTERED WITH kt& 


)lPl) 

Hr 


Chairman — 252-2035 

Secretary - 252-27G7 

Officer on 

Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office - 252-2 766/63 

e-mail : imcinscb^lcal.3. vsnl.net. in 


NJn . 1 MP.I/ DOC~64(VX)/2Q04/Paper~Clipplnq/ - n it n M t dated January 11, 2005. 

360. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.), 
Officer on Special Duty 


TO t 



The Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

North Block, . 

New Delhi 110001. 


In inviting a reference to the Commission's 
No. JMCl/DOC-64(VI )/2004/ 293 dated 23.11.2004, 






I am directed to state that reply thereto is yet to 

* 

be received. 

I am further directed to state that the 
inf ormation/ document^ called for in the Commission's 
letter No. JMCl/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/228 dated 
28.09.2004 and the two files called for in the 
Commission's letter No. 238 dated 04.10*2004 (Xerox 
copies thereof are enclosed herewith) as referred to 
in the last paragraph of the above-mentioned letter 
dated 23.11.2004 are yet to be furnished. 



I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kindly do the needful as expeditiously as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 

'W-W 

(M. Roy) 

Enel : As stated above. Officer on Special Duty 





V ax : 0091 - 033 - 252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Neta.ii Subiias Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Phone: 

Chairman * 252-2035 

Secretary — 252-2767 

OJJicer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 

» 

e-mail : i mcinscb@cal.3.vsnl.i1ct.in 


No. J MCI/Doc (For )/99-2000/56(V) / 228. Kolkata, dated, 28th sept.' 04. 




From : Shri M.Roy, lAS(Retd.), 
Officer on Special Duty 


To : Sri L.D.Ralte, 

Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 

t 

Sir , 

• » 

I am directed to send herewith a Xerox copy of 
an article titled, "Netaji your cr iminal , Nehru wrote to 
Attlee " authored by Shri Samilb Dutta published, in the 
"Dainik Statesman!! dated 19.9.04 which speaks for itself 
and to state that in the said article, Shri Sami^Dutta, 
a retired Director of the C.B.I., has referred to one 
report dated 23.05.194$ sent by Mr. Donovan of American 
Consulate in Bombay (Mumbai) to the Home Secretary of the 
Government of the U.S.A. allegedly based on the information 
given to Mr. Donovan by his 1 source* and: that, according to 
shri Dutt$, the name 'of the said * source* of Mr. Donovan 
was omitted by the American Govt, from the published copy 
of the said report even though the same is not classified. 


I am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly 
arrange to procure and send to Commission immediately a 
true copy of the said report dated 23.5.1946 of Mr. Donovan . 
with the name^(s) allegedly mentioned in the said (original) 
r epor t . 


Enclosure : As stated. 


Yours faithfully. 




( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 



A 

4 

\ 




Justice P^ukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


r,LX : 0091-033-252-2765 


(9 

I*lionc: 


S' 


Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary — 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252 - 276 6/68 

• 

e-mail ; j mcinscb@caL3.vsrd.nct.in 


No. JMCI/f oc-M £ VI ) /2oS?/2X3 . 


WITH A t' 

Kolkata, dated, 4th Gctober*04. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd,), 
Officer on Specie? .1 Duty 


To : Shri L.P. Ralte, 

Director (cnv). 

Ministry of External Affairs® 
Government of India, 

IT cw Delhi— 11 00C1 * 


L 


V, 0 




K i 7 \ 
w \ 1 


Sir® 

I am directed to send herewith a xerox copy of 
a paper— clipping of Dainik Statesman dated 26,9,04 
containing an article of Shri Samit Dutta providing 
interalia information regarding two unclassified files 
being no, XL38761 regarding death of Subhas Bose 1946 
and no, XL47621 regarding Death of Subhas Bose, 1946 
relating to the alleged death of Netaji, which are claimed 
Shri Dutta to be preserved in the archives of Washington 
D.C. and to request you to take up this matter with the 
Government of the U.s.A. so that the 3 aid files, if they 
exist as claimed by shri Dutta® are made accessible to 
the Commission iir mediately . 


Enclo 


As stated above. 


’FGKTFRFP WITH A T 

I3o. JMCI /Doc-64 (VI) /2004/238( 1| . 

1) 


Yours faithfully, 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 
Dated 4th October* 04. 


\ 


\ 

id V 


M 


Shri U.K. Kalra, Director (Security) Ministry of Home 
Affairs, North Block, New Delhi-110001. A xerox copy 
of the above-cited clipping is enclosed herewith. 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 
NCB-II 


New Delhi, dated 06.1.2005. 
OFFICE ORDER 

Subject: Proposed visit of JMCI to Taipei (Taiwan), Singapore, Malaysia , 

Thailand and Vietnam to enquire into the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Sanction of the Competent Authority is hereby accorded in respect of Justice 
Shri M.K. Mukherjee (Retd.) Chairman and Shri P.K. Sengupta Secretary, Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to visit Taipei (Taiwan), Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (Malaysia), Bangkok( Thailand) and Saigon(Vietnam) for the purpose of 
inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra *?ose. 

2. The deputation will be from 11.1.2005 to 24.1.2005(including journey time). 
The period of deputation will be as on duty. » 

3. Chairman and Secretary Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry have 
been sanctioned the following during their tour abroad:- 



* jud 



/TTh* 
ACl 

K- ft 


vjv 


Cfw 


a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 


Pay & Allowances: 


Air fare (Tickets to 
be purchased by cash 
India directly) 

Airport Tax & 

Visa fees: 

Cash Allowances: 

Transport, Hotel & 
interpreter etc. 


Contingencies 
@ Rs.200/- per day 
for 13 days subject to 
actual stay. 


The pay and allowances will be drawn as 
usual in Rupees in India. 

Chairman-First Class 
Secretary-club class 


As per actual to each 


US$772.5 each, 
to be arranged by 

Indian Embassy except Taipei(Taiwan) 
where expenditure on such 
arrangements has to be incurred by 
the Chairman, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission on actual basis. 

Rs.2600/- to Chairman only. 




4. Other entitlements will be as laid down in the Ministry of Finance 

O.M.No.l9036/7/83-LE.IV dated 7.11.84 as amended from time to time. 

5. Sanction is also accorded for drawal of advance of cash allowance as 
admissible to Chairman, Secretary, Commission of Inquiry. 

6. The expenditure will be met from the sanctioned budget Grant of the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry during the year 2004-2005. 


7. Sanction order is issued with the concurrence of Ministry of 
Finance(Deptt. of Expenditure) vide their Dy. No.U.O. No.05/E.IV/05-DC, dated 
6.1.05 and MHA’s IFD Dy No.l813/Fin.I/04, dated 20.12.04. 



>. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER. 


No.I/1 20 1 4/6/200 1 -IS(D-III)/N CB-II, Dated the 06.1.2005 

1. Accounts Officer, Regional Pay & Accounts Office(CISF, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, 15/1, Chowringhee Square, 4 th Floor, Kolkata-700069 

2. Justice Shri M.K. Mukherjee, Chairman, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
’B’ Block (Third Floor), ll/A,Mirza Ghalib Street , Kolkata-700087 

3. Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087. 

Shri L.D. Ralte, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 

5. Cash-I /Cash-II Section, MHA, New Delhi. 

6. Finance-I Desk, MHA, New Delhi. 

7. Ministry of Finance, Department of Expenditure(E-IV), North Block, New Delhi. 

8. Embassy of India, Singapore. 

9. Embassy of India, Kula Lumpur (Malaysia). 

10. Embassy of India, Bankok(Thailand). 

11. Embassy of India, Saigon (Vietnam). 

12. Indian Taipei Association, Taipei 2010, TWTC, International Trade Building, Taipei, 
Taiwan. 

DESK OFFICER. 




JS(CNV)MEP 


Fax =3792285 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(GNV DIVISION) 

SEW DELHI 


fax messact. 

FOREIGN NEW DELHI 
DfDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

CHARGE D’AFFAIRS FROM JOINT SECRETARY 


VISIT OP TH ' S MORWNG REGARDING 

BANGKOK AND TA.PK, FROM 

» 

2- A COPY OF THE SANCTION ORDER FOR THE VISIT ISSUED bv 

mha ,s faxed herewith for your iNFORMATro N r D ^™ BY 
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MO. 2S/4/ NGO-Vnl Tin 
dated : £4 January 2005 



JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


r _ ' » * 


• .<>■■ 
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FROM : JMCI 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


JAN. 24 2005 01 :40PM PI 


I Vom Slu i M Roy, I AS (Reid ), 

Officer on Special L)uiv. 
luslice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry. 
I I -A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 
lilock U . r 1 ' Floor. 

Kolkata 700087 

lo Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Director General, 

India Taipei Association. Taipei, 

Taiwan 



Sir, 


1 am directed to reler to your Fax Message No.Tai/Pol/1/2004 dated January 21, 
2005 addressed to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India, and to send herewith the two e-mails allegedly written to Shri Anuj Dhar by the 
I lon’ble Mayor of Taipei and the Hon’ble Minister of the Ministry of Transport and 
Communication, Government of Taiwan for favour of taking necessary action at your end 
as desired by you 



1 am also directed to state that Shri P.K Sengupta, Secretary of the Commission 
cannot accompany the Hon'ble Chairman of Justice M K Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, Kolkata to Taipei as he is seriously ill now and that no accommodation be 
booked for Shri Sengupta in Taipei during the visit of the Commission there 

l am further directed to confirm that the Thai Airways Flight No to be availed by 
Shri Subrata Bose, M P is 1G-636 and that a copy of your said Fax Message dated 
January 2 1 , 2005 is being sent to Shri Subrata Bose, M.P for his information 

Yours faithfully. 



Enclosures As stated above 


M Roy 

Officer on Special Duty 


\/X. opy forwarded to Shri L D Ralte, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, for his kind information and favour of taking necessary action 
This has reference to his endorsement dated 24.01.2005 on the Fax Message No 
Tai/Pol /1/2004 dated January 21, 2005 of Shri Vijay Gokhale, Director General, India 
Taipei Association, Taipei, as also to the Hon’ble Chairman’s discussion with him (Shri 
Ralte) on 24 01 2005 on phone ~ 

(M Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


FROM : JMCI 


FAX NO. 


091 033 252 2765 
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IDeai Mi Mini ! >1 at 

1 von :i)i you; cn.-ul dale,.! on 07/19/2003 regarding to the 
accident happened on 00/ 1 6/! 94 5 Yow request has been forwarded 
thi Office of the : ,r vSic.cn!. Republic o: Ohms and U.iw<.in 
Ministry of Transportation a; id Communications and then been 
processed by Civil Acionaulics Administration. 

fit st. the ROC government d:ew 1 jack i aiwan after WWJLl, wiierei 
belonged to Japanese since 1895 as a colony and the precise 
ici recession date was on 10/75 in 1945 prior to that dale, 

Japanese colonialists were si ill responsible of not only military 
but a 1 so i ixili.in activities in Taiwan Unfortunately, after 
i fviv-\ ini', a'l ’•••I'd ovc.i records iluiing the period lroni 8/14/1945 
to i Of! "•/! 943, theio was no evidence shows that one plane had 
cv 1 1 ci-janed at old Matsuyama tuipo*' f no w ij impel Oomcsljc 
Ai; ;.'(’! • ) carrying M: . SuMias Chandra Bose However, the most 
sivnnic;.mL and possible accident in the record shows there 
exists one U S ('-'17 tra-mporicr carrying 26 pcopie( most of them 
** arc believed former American POWs just released from the camps in 
I’iiilipiv-n. crashed on 09/20-23/1945 in Mt. Trident, Taitung 
a.ca . v/lico if. about 200 ua.ulica! miles away from Taipei 
s%anlica-itci ly and 3000 feel high All the search and rescue 
operations :n accident wcie organized by both Japanese and U S 
military authorities while conducted by Taiwanese natives. We may 
not seie \v!*.cl her U S still hold the passenger lists of that 
c. ashed plane by tlie vciy limited information, but this is the 
most Closes, inioinufior. we could gathered after the most effort 
we did in ilia; iov.;iuf 
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<mayof@mai! !cg.gov.tw> 

<snujdhar©yah.oo cem> 

Wednesday. March 12, 2003 8:12 AM 

A plea to Dr. Ying-JeouMaO^«’0«HV4cc'Hlf6V2S > \ 20030304 140) 


•or Sir, this is a plea for your kind cons ide tat ion over an enduring 
!»s been a matter of great distress for the people cf India for over 
.s Anui Dhar and I am a journalist working for www.hindustantlir.es . cc; 


controversy 
z> o y s a r s • . ‘t i 
, the online 


version cC cne cf the leading newspapers of India, sir, cn_ 1,8_ August 1945 an Irr.oerial 
Japanese army plane carrying Indian freedom f i enter '*Subhas~ Chandra Bose reportedly 
2 d at old Matsuyama airport m Taipei airport; .‘-which is now the site cf Hotel 
. Five decades and many probes later, Indians are unsure about the tats cf the n: 
33 y put at par with Kahtama Gandhi. As per the~in formation available to ne, in 
s cne Indian, parliamentarian visiting Taipei wort: told cf the report zf a nrebe 
the crash ordered by the Mayor’s office. Sir, j; request you to kindly have 
checked and let me know if any plane crashed in Taipei on 13 August 
c that you are a known charitable flgur; 
ter. I do hope that you would appreciate my request 


* e a Vf 
1945. : 

and have held the off.ee cf Justice 
to treat the matter as an 




Hew Delhi- ±10018, India 
tips, and more 


do you Yahoo!? 


Dh 

Yahoo i 


r 263, Kangra Kiketan 


Tax Center - 


->s . 


V.OTTQ >• 


e received your e-mail of March 4, 2C03, addressed to Mayor >fa, with the regies: 


have any record of a plane crash in Taipei on August IB, 1945. 

>rding to historical documents in Taipei City Archives, there is no such record c- 
le crash in Taipei on that date.) May I suggest that you also contact Histories 
.ce (http://www.cunh.gov.tv;) cr the ROC Foreign Ministry (http: //wwv;. rofa.gov. Lw; 
_s possible that these organisations might have information that wculc. be helpful 
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FROM : JMC I 


FAX NO. 


091 033 252 2765 
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Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 



f? : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 


D.O. No. JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-01/70(III)/383 January 1 8, 2005 


Dear 




/ 


Apropos the telephonic talk with you today and yesterday regarding issue of 
Visa for Taiwan for the Hon’ble Chairman Mr Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, a retired 
Judge of the Supreme Court of India, and myself, I am sending by courier the following 
to you and would request you to do the needful so that the Visas are received at this end 
as early as possible. As I have already intimated, the date of journey of the Commission 
is on January 25, 2005 by IC Fit No. 731 at 09.30 hours ffomKolkata. 


1. One (1) original Passport of the Hon’ble Chairman 

2. The original Passport of myself 

3. Two (2) Visa Application Forms for entry into Taiwan, Republic of China 
duly filled in and signed by the Hon’ble Chairman and myself 

4. One photograph of the Hon’ble Chairman pasted on his Application Form and 
one photograph in a separate cover. 

5. One photograph of myself pasted on my Application Form and one 
photograph in a separate cover. 


The money required to be paid for the issue of the Passports^ aeay, kindly be 
arranged and on getting information about the exact amount of money paid for two (2) 
Visas, the Commission would send the amount by Bank Draft or by Money Order. 


2 


03 ) . 

Shri Subrata Bose, M.P., is in New Delhi and he has met you already, -^Our Visas 
may be delivered to him for making over to us. 



Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001 
( Phone No: 011 2301 1357) 


D.O. No. JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-01/70(III)/383/l 


Cc: 

ShriUmesh Kalra, 

Director (Securities) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India 
North Block 
New Delhi 1 10 001 - for information and n© 



January 18, 2005 


action please. 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


By Reqd.Post with A/D, Justice MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY Phone: 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance oh chairman -2752-2835 

Netaji Subh as Chandra Bose. secmary - 2252-2767 

Av ‘B- Block, (Third Floor) • & . 2252 . 2 , 6 s 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Stre^t r Kalkata 700 087 office - 2252 - 2766/68 
Fax:0091-033-2252-2765 


NO. JMC1/D oc/99-2000/56(V ) /386r 


From t Shxi M. Roy, IAS (Retd.), 
Officer on Special Duty 


e-mail: jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 

KoLkata, dated, 19,01.2005. 


To : The Direct ox (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

Nev Delhi-110001 . 


Sir , 


In inviting a reference to the Commission's letters 


Q — a 
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01 
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No. JMCl/Doc/99-2000/56(V)/276 dated 18.11.04 and no. JMCI/ 
99-2000/56(V)/289 dated 22.11.04, I am directed to state 
that the true copy of the report dated 23.5.1946 of 
Mr . Donovan with the namels) allegedly mentioned in the 
original report as sought for in the aforesaid letter 
dated 18.11.04 as also the information and the documents 
called for in the aforesaid letter dated 22.11.2004 of 
the Commission are yet to be received. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly 
expedite necessary action in the regard. 


Yours faithfully, 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


f 
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No.I/12014/6/2001-IS(D-III)/NCB-II 


Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 



New Delhi, dated 20.1.2005. 
OFFICE ORDER 


Subject: Proposed visit of JMCI to Taipei (Taiwan) and Bangkok to 

enquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 


Sanction of the Competent Authority is hereby accorded in respect 
of Justice Shri M.K. Mukherjee (Retd.) Chairman and Shri P.K. 
Sengupta Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to visit 
Taipei (Taiwan) and Bangkok for the purpose of inquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


2. The deputation will be from 25.1.2005 to 30.1.2005 (including 
journey time). The period of deputation will be as on duty. 


3. Chairman and Secretary Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry have been sanctioned the following during their tour abroad:- 



Pay & Allowances: 

The pay and allowances will be 
drawn as 

usual in Rupees in India. 

Air fare (Tickets to 
be purchased by cash 
India directly) 

Chairman-First Class 
Secretary-club class 

Airport Tax & 

Visa fees: 

As per actual to each 

Cash Allowances: 

US $ 313.13 each. 

Transport, Hotel & 
interpreter etc. 

To be arranged by 
the Chairman, Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry on actual basis 
in Taipei and in Bangkok 
Indian Embassy will 
arrange. 

Contingencies 
@ Rs.200/- per day 
for 5 days subject to 
actual stay. 

Rs.1000/- to Chairman only. 


\ »>7 


4. Other entitlements will be as laid down in the Ministry of 
Finance O.M.No.l9036/7/83-LE.IV dated 7.11.84 as amended from 
time to time. 


5. Sanction is also accorded for drawal of advance of cash 
allowance as admissible to Chairman, Secretary, Commission of 
Inquiry. 

6. The expenditure will be met from the sanctioned budget Grant 
of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry during the year 
2004-2005. 


7. Sanction order is issued with the concurrence of Ministry of 
Finance(Deptt. of Expenditure) vide their Dy. No.U.O. No 49/E-IV/05-DC, 
dated 20.1.2005. 



DESK OFFICER 

No.I/12014/6/2001-IS(D-III)/NCB-II, Dated the 20.1.2005 

1. Accounts Officer, Regional Pay & Accounts Office(CISF, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, 15/1, Chowringhee Square, 4 th Floor, Kolkata-700069 

2. Justice Shri M.K. Mukherjee, Chairman, Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry, ’B’ Block (Third Floor), ll/A,Mirza Ghalib Street , Kolkata- 
700087 

3. Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 

Inquiry, ‘B’Block (Third Floor), 11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata- 
700087. 


Shri L.D. Ralte, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi with request that India-Taipei Association 
(Taiwan) may be advised to extend all type of assistance and cooperation 
to the delegation to avoid any inconvenience to them. 

5. Cash-I /Cash-II Section, MHA, New Delhi. 

6. Finance-I Desk, MHA, New Delhi. 



7. Ministry of Finance, Department of Expenditure(E-IV), North Block, New 
Delhi. Embassy of India, Singapore. 


8. Spare Copies-5 



(M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 



KUA/P/ 163/0 1/03 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 

10 January 2005 

FAX 

CRASH CRASH 



To: Foreign New Delhi 

(Fax: 00-91-11-23792285) 

y Joint Secretary (CNV) from First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 



Sub: Visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to Malaysia 

'ToirvJ' St&rthjy t 


We have been informed vide your fax message dated 07 December 
2004 that the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry will be visiting 
Kuala Lumpur on 12-13 January 2005. It was mentioned earlier that the 
visit is tentative. Grateful for urgent confirmation of their arrival on the 
above mentioned dates to facilitate us to firm up meetings, etc. 


WiH\ uOaton 




(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 


Address : No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta, Off Jalan Duta, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
Post Box No. 10059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur. Telegraphic Address : HICOMIND 
Telephone : 603 - 2093 3510 Telex No : MA 30317 Fax : 603 - 2093 3507, 603- 2092 5826 
E-mail : High Commissioner : highcomm@po.jaring.my 
E-mail : Dy. High Commissioner : dhc002@po.jaring.my / Defence Adviser : dahcikl@pojaring.my 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch@po jaring.my / First Secretary & HOC : hoc@po.jaring.my 
WEBSITE : www.indianhighcommission.com.my 
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HAN/ 103/ 17/2004 



*tr3 tt ^ 


Embassy of India 
58-60 Tran Hung Dao 


Hanoi 


Tele: (844) 9348265 
Fax : (844)9342816 
E-mail: indiada@netnam.org.vn 


23 December, 2004 


The Embassy of India in Vietnam presents its compliments to the State 
Record and Archives Department of Vietnam and has the honour to refer to the 
Embassy’s Note Verbale Number HAN/ 103/ 16/2002 dated July 23, 2003 (Copy 
attached). 



In Embassy’s continuing endeavour to find some evidence related to facts 
and circumstances related to the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose (an Indian leader and founder of Indian National Army) in August 
1945, notices were got published in two Vietnamese Newspapers, Vietnam 
News’ and ‘Lao Dong’ of 12 December 2003. Copies of these advertisements are 
attached for the perusal of the esteemed department. Interaction was also 
carried out with Vietnam Army Museum, Vietnam Revolutionary museum 
amongst some other museums. Subsequently, the embassy has been apprised 
of some press reports that have appeared in India which state that, “accessible 
pictorial and documentary material on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’s stay 
at Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City) in 1945 is available with the Government of 
Vietnam”. The Commission of Inquiry, appointed by the Government of India 
to investigate this case would like to access whatever material is available with 
the Department or the Government of Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 



The Embassy of India would like to request the esteemed department to 
^apprise them of any documents or evidence that may be available with regard to 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose or the Indian National Army. In case however no 
documents or evidence is available with the esteemed department or any of the 
concerned museums, the same may also please be confirmed. It is also 
intimated that the members of this Inquiry Commission are likely to visit 
Vietnam shortly. Details of the visit will be communicated as and when known. 

The Embassy of India in Vietnam avails itself of the opportunity to renew 
to the State Archive Department of the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, the assurances of its highest consideration. 



The State Archive Department 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
Hanoi 



(Kind Attention : HE Mr Duong Van Kham, Director General) 
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NOO 

~oint Secretary (CNV) 1. Please refer to your letter No 25/4/ NGO- 

Ministry of External Affairs Vol.XIII dated 03 Dec 04. 

New Delhi 

2. It is requested that the dates of visit be 
intimated. Also, Dr Tilak Raj Sareen, who has 
submitted a sworn affidavit and Prabha 
Jagannathan, author of the article published in 
The Telegraph’ of 26 Sep 1994 may be requested 
to indicate the location of the ‘accessible pictorial 
and documentary material J or the authority 
under which the statement has been made. If 
possible, arrangements may please be made for 
them to accompany the JMCI to Vietnam (and 
Saigon/Ho Chi Minh city) so that the available 
details can be obtained expeditiously (or 
speculations can be put to rest !). 




l\Vf 

EMBASSY OF INDIA, HANOI 
VIETNAM 


No.HAN/1 03/1 6/2002 


July 23, 2003 


The Embassy of India in Vietnam presents its compliments to the State Ashive 
Department of the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and has the 
honour to request for the kind assistance of the esteemed Department for any 
information/documents/photographs etc. that may be available in the archives in Vietnam 
indicating the presence in Vietnam of the Indian leader and founder of the Indian National 
Army Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose (who is believed by some to have been sighted in Vietnam 
after a plane crash in August 1945). This information has been requested by the Justice 
Mukheijee Commission of Enquiry instituted by the Government of India to unravel the 
mystery of the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose after the plane crash. 

The Embassy of India in Vietnam avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the State 
Archive Department of the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam the 
assurances of its highest consideration. 

The State Archive Department 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
. Hanoi 

(Kind Attn: H.E. Mr. Duong Van Kham, Director General) 

Copy to: 

Asia-II Department 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
Hanoi 

Codv to: 

Dr. Pham Quoc Quan, 

Director, 

Vietnam History Museum, 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 

Hanoi 



58-60, TRAN HUNG DAO, HANOI, SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
TEL: (84)-4-8244990; FAX: (84)-4-8244998: TELEX: 805-411313 INDEMB VT 

E-MAIL: india@netnam.org. vn 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 

'B' Block, (Third Floor) * ' 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

.1 . * 

Fax: (033) 2252-2765 


Phone: 


" w 



Chairman : 2252-2835 1 

Secretary : 2252-2767 j 

Officer on * 

Special Duty : 2252-2765 

Office : 2252-2766768 

. , 

■ >. e-mail jmdnscb@cal3.vsnf.net.in 


— SUB Sflf RIHB 


> N O T I C E 

. ■ . 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been set up by the Government of India 
with the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, a’ retired Judge of the Supreme 
Court of India, as its Chairman to inquire into the facts and circumstances related to the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent 
developments connected therewith including the following matters: 

(a) Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bqse is dead or alive; 

(b) If he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

(c) Whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(d) Whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, if so, when and how; 

(e) If he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The materials in the possession of the Commission till now tend to make it appear to the 
Commission that evidence relevant to the points of enquiry is likely to be available at 
HCM city. To explore the possibility of getting such evidence the Commission may 
visit HCM city. 

Any individual, group of persons, associations, institutions or organizations acquainted 
with or having knowledge, directly or indirectly, of the facts and circumstances relating 
to the aforesaid matters referred to the Commission for Inquiry and having interest in the 
proceedings before the Commission or wishing to assist the Commission in making the 
inquiry into the matters as mentioned above may contact the Embassy of India in Hanoi 
(Tel: 04 8244990)/Consulate General of India in HCM city (Tel: 08 9303539) or 
the Commission direct at the postal address. Fax No. and e-mail address of the Commission 
given above. 


C-O \je*r*M ery^ fnrlel+Q 

Qc.ce ** i bey- A 






UY BAN Dlfeu TRA CONG LY MUKHERJEE 
Dieu tra ve vice mat lich cua Ong 
NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 
‘B’ Block (TSng Ba) 

Jl/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata - 700087 


DKn thoai: 

Chu Mch: 2252 2835 

Thule*: 2252 2767 

V8n phone 

Phu trach DJc bift: 22522765 
VSn phong: 2252 2766/68 

Email: jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 


THONG BAO 

‘‘Uy ban DiSu tra Cong ly Mukherjee da dupe Chinh phu An Do thanh lap do Ngai 
Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, nguyen Tha’m phan Toa an Toi cao An Do da nghi huu, 
lam Chu tjch vai muc dich dieu tra ve su that va nhung chi tiet lien quan toi viec dugc 
cho la mat tich cua Ong Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose vao nltm 1945 va nhung dien 
bien xay ra sau nay' lien quan den cac van de sau day: 


1 


a / Li?u Ong Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose da chet hay vln con s6ng; 

b / Neu Ong da chet, co phai Ong da chet trong vy tai nan may bay, nhir da dupe 

vien dan; 

• r . 

cJ LiSu tro hoa tang trong ngoi den Nhat Ban la tro hoa tang tu thi hai cua Ong 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

d/ Li£u co phai Ong da qua doi trong mpt hoan canh nao khac tai mot dia diem 
khac nao do va, neu vay, till tai thcri diem nao va ra sao; 

e/ Neu 6ng con song, hipn Ong dang song o dau. 

% i t \ \ ! 

Nhung tai Iiyu ma Uy ban co dupe cho den nay co co so de Uy ban cho rSng bang 
chung lien quan tori muc dich dieu tra co the co dupe tai Sai Gon. Nham tim kiem kha 
nang thu thap bang chung, Uy ban co the se sang Sai Gon. 

M<?i ca nhan, tap the, co quan, doan the hay cac to chuc biet ho£c nghe noi toi, 
true tiep hay gian tiep ve sir that va nhung chi tiet lien quan den nhung van de da neu 
a tren nham giup cho cong viec dieu tra cua Uy ban va co sir quan tarn toi qua trinh 
dieu tra cua Uy ban hoac san sang hop tac voi Uy ban trong viec dieu tra nhung van 
de nhu da de cap tren day xin vui long lien he voi Tong Lanh su quan An Dp tai Thanh 
pho H6 Chi Minh (Dien thoai: 08.9303539) / Dai Su quan An Dp mi Ha Npi (Dipn 
tho^i: 04.8244990) hoSc lien hp true tiep tori Uy ban theo dja chi Buu dien, so Fax va 
dja chi thu dipn tu cua Uy ban ghi o tren. 

Da ky 

(P.KSengupta) 
Thuky 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


i 1 1 
i »! ) 


FAX MESSAGE 

FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

CHARGE D’AFFAIRS FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

REFOUR TELECONVERSATION THIS MORNING REGARDING 
VISIT OF THE JMCI TEAM TO BANGKOK AND TAIPEI FROM 25 JANUARY 
2005 TO 30 JANUARY 2005. 


2. A COPY OF THE SANCTION ORDER FOR THE VISIT ISSUED BY 

MHA IS FAXED HEREWITH FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND RECORD. 


SD/- 


(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated : 24 January 2005 



Copy by bag to Charge d’Affairs, Embassy of-Ladia. Bangkok 



(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



v y 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


14 January 20t>5 


Dea / 



Please refer to your letter no. KUA/P/ 163/91/03 dated 4 January 2005 
regarding Shri Dato G.S.Gill (brother of deceased Shri Amrik Singh Gill-a 

member of the IN A). 

2. The JMCI has conveyed its consent to Dato G.S.Gill’s proposal to host 
a lunch for the JMCI team members during its visit to Kuala Lumpur. 
Meanwhile, as informed earlier, the JMCI has had to postpone its tour 
programme. We shall inform you of the revised travel itinerary as soon as the 
same is finalised and conveyed by the JMCI. 



(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri V.Mahalingam 
First Secretary (PIE), 

High Commission of India, 
Kuala Lumpur 





f Fax : 00-603-20925826 1 


I 


FROM : JMCI 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 JPN. 11 2005 03:18PM PI 




Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Iviruipal Secretary 

to Hie Government of VVcxi Ucngiil, .ludicoil Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjcc Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Nctaji Sub has Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

B Block (3" 1 Moor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 



P 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax 033-2252-276S 
e-mail 

jmcinscbtocaB vsnl.net in 


D 0 No TMCl/Overseas-Witness/2()00-01/70(ni)/359 


January 11, 2005 



Please refer to your d o letter no 25/4/NGO-Vol III dated 7 1.2005 which was 
received by fax at this end at about 5.30 PM yesterday 




I am directed lo convey to you the Commission’s consent to Sri Dato G.S Gill’s 
proposal to host a lunch for the members of the JMCI team during its visit to Kuala 
Lumpur I am further directed to say that the programme of the visit of the Commission 
will have lo be revised for the late receipt of the sanction from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Govt of India and as such exact date(s) of the proposed visit of the Commission 
to Kuala Lumpur cannot be indicated now 


With W^G-rVv'-'i 
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Yours /ci— ^ 


(P.K Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Sri L D Ralte 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 1 10 001 



* 


Fax : 033 252-2765 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 



For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Chairman - 2252-2835 
Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 2252-2765 
Office * - 2252 - 2766/68 


e-mail : jmcinscb(S)cal3.vsnl.net.in 


No. JMCI/Overseas Witnesses/ 2000-01 /70(lll)/373 


January 14, 2005 


From . Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.) 
Secretary. 


To 

Sri U. K. Kalra, 

Director (Securities ) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India, North Block 
New Delhi- 1 10001. 


Sub: Visit to Taipei 


Sir, 


In continuation of my d o. letter no. JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2000-01/70(III)/369 
dated 13.01.2005 sent by FAX yesterday, I am sending herewith a revised and curtailed 
programme of visit. Air fare (Business Class) will be Rs. 62,705.00 (including Taxes of Rs. 
3050.00) per head. Hence the total air fare will be Rs. 62,705 X 2 = Rs. 1,25,410.00. I am 
directed to request you to send by FAX necessary modified order of sanction to enable the 
Commission to draw money for air tickets, visas etc. 


Yours faithfully. 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary. 


NO. JMCI/Overseas Witnesses/2000-01/70(III)/373/1(1) January 14, 2005 


Copy forwarded Sri L.D.Ralte, Jt. Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of 
India, South Block, New Delhi-1 10001 for information and necessary action 





(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary. 



Justice Mukherje ion of Inquiry 



Phone: 



For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Chairman - 2252-2835 

Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Special Duly - 2252-2765 
Office - 2252-2766/60 


Fax : 033 2252-2765 


c-mail jmcinscb@cal3.vsul.nct. in 



J anuary 25 2005 - 

Leaving Kolkata for Bangkok by 1C 731 at 09.30 hours 

Arriving at Bangkok at 13.25 hours 

Leaving Bangkok by GG 636 for Taipei at 18.15 hours 
Arrival at Taipei st 22.45 hours 
January 26 and 27.200 5 

Halt at Taipei for official works, namely, visit to certain places , examination of such documents and 
records as may be availale, etc. 

J anuary 28. 2005 - 

Leaving Taipei for Bangkok at 09.00 hours by GG 637. 

Arrival at Bangkok at 1 1.55 hours 
Halt at Bangkok 
January 29. 2005 - 

Official works at Bangkok, namely examination of / interaction with local witnesses / persons as may 
be available. 

Halt 

January 30. 2 005 


> Leaving Bangkok by 1C 732 at 14.25 hours. 
Arriving at Kolkata Airport at 15.25 hours. 



(P.K.Sengupta) 

Secretary 



SOM : JMC I 


FAX NO. : 091 033 2 52 2765 


JAN. 14 2005 04:37PM PI 




l&) 


Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Crintipal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of'Inquiry 


9S : 033-2252-2835.2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

ini cii«db&ftcal3 vsnl net.in 


For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Nelaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 


India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

B' Block (3 nJ floor). 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


January 14,2005 


D.O.No.JMCl/Overseas Witnesses/2000-0 1 /70(III)371 



1 am directed to refer to your d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XIU dated 13/1/05 
and to say that the Commission wants to visit, among other places, the 
Offices/ Archives of the Taipei City Government, Mayor of Taipei and the Ministry of 
Transport and Communications in order to verify the authenticity of two e-mails to 
Shri Anuj Dhar, a Journalist - one dated 12/3/2003 from the Mayor of Taipei and the 
other dated 5/8/2003 from Mr. Lin, Ling - San, Minister of M.O.T.C., Government of 
Taiwan . The Commission received a copy each of both the e-mails from Shri Anuj 
Dhar by e-mail and also a copy of the e-mail from the Hon’ble Mayor of Taipei by 
post from his office. To verify the authenticity of these two e-mails - one originating 
from the office of the Mayor of Taipei and the other from Mr. Lin, Ling - San, Hon’ble 
Mini$ter,M.O.T.C. by looking into the originals of the said two e-mails and also the 
records on which the information furnished in the e-mails was based. 




(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Mr. L.D.Rahe, 

Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 1 10 001. 


January 14, 2005 


D.O.No.JMCI/O 

Copy forwarded 
Sri Umesh Kalra 
Director (Securit 
Ministry of Horn 
Govt, of India, N 
New Delhi- HOOi 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FACSIMILE MESSAGE 



FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

[ FAX : 00886-2-2757-6117] 

FOR SHRI VIJAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


THIS IS FURTHER TO MY FAX OF YESTERDAY REGARDING 
PROPOSED VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF 
INQUIRY (JMCI) TEAM TO TAIWAN FROM 26 JANUARY 2005 TO 27 
JANUARY 2005. 


THE JMCI HAS INFORMED THAT THE TEAM WISHES TO VISIT, 
AMONG OTHER PLACES, THE OFFICES /ARCHIVES OF THE TAIPEI CITY 
GOVERNMENT, MAYOR OF TAIPEI AND MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT & 
COMMUNICATION, IN ORDER TO VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY OF TWO E- 
MAILS ADDRESSED TO SHRI ANUJ DHAR, A JOURNALIST (ONE DATED 

12.3.2003 FROM THE MAYOR OF TAIPEI AND THE OTHER DATED 

5.8.2003 FROM MR. LIN LING-SAN, MINISTER OF M.O.T.C, 
GOVERNMENT OF TAIWAN) SHRI DHAR HAD FORWARDED COPIES OF 
THESE E-MAIL MESSAGES TO THE JMCI. JMCI WISHES TO VERIFY 
AUTHENTICITY OF THESE E-MAIL MESSAGES AS WELL AS LOOK INTO 
THE RECORDS THAT FORM THE BASIS OF THE INFORMATION 
FURNISHED IN THE MESSAGES. 




NO. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
Dated: 19 January 2005 









(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


> JS(CNO)MEA 


Fax -.3792285 
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POX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


JflN. 24 2005 03:48PM- 

" • \ # -’vVP 


JUSTfCrl H'iUS.Sk’L-’SJCc Cor/.K'SSION of Inquiry 

FO r\ iKlOTHt Al» CCtO DiSAi»^t^AWCC O* 

Nri A.fi Sijumas Ciiammu Bosk. 

ir Block, (Third riooi) 

I I/A Mir/<i Gluilrl) Sheet, Kolkalii 700 087 


Phone: 


( kai. nmii 
.s<n *rlury 
Offkrr on 
S/trem! Duty 
Office 


- 252-2B3S 

- *52-2767 


- 252 276$ 
-752 2766*5 
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NO. JMG |/° Ve * *eaa - Wi tness/ 2 000 -0 1/ 70 ( I II )/ 309 Kolkata, dated, 24.01.1 


«ss 





From 


Shrl M. Roy. IAS (Retd.). 
Officer on Special Duty 


~\u 

•\£' > 
■ ' r.y 




TO 


<■ r 

, • I 

• «* • l 


shrl l>. D. Ralte. 

Joint Secretary ( CNV) . 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 
south Block, 

New Delhi 110001 . 


' . . 1 


s l r. 


* i f 
< ) 


I am directed to inform you that the Hon'ble dirlnuif 
Of the Commission has t a l)ced to shrl H.B . Kapasl. on .phone 
today ( 24 . 01 . 2005 ) and has Informed him that he will oSfiaMne 
shrl Kapasl as a witness In the afternoon of 28 . 01. 2005 tifc 
forenoon of 29 . 01.2005 at Bangkok and that the exact < 3 tihw 
and venue of the said examination will be Intimated to' 

Shrl kapasl by the Indian Embassy In Bangkok. 


.-MV 

• '■ * *$; 

* * -rfk 

I * «• 

.'•v® 
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• • . r '■]}£& 

V^SSS 




I am. therefore, directed to request you to kindly:! 
advise the Indian Embassy in Bangkok accordingly. 


• *.S 

• .*i 


Yours faithfully. 


• «PF 

: 

. . ' >>> 

• vVJ 

• ?J8 
<y.-V 


(M. Roy) 

officer on Special Duty 




. I 
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Copy to Shrl H.B. Kapasl. 168/77 Prestige Tower. 15 -D.. 
Slkhuntvit SOI 23 (Prasanmltr) Klongtoey Mua. Wat tans. • 

Bangkok lOllO PAX No. ( 00662 ) 2601229_7 tar him kind 
Information and favour of taking necessary nation. This 
ha* a reference to the Hon*ble Chairman "a talk to him 
(Shrl Kapasl) on phone on 24 . 01 . 2005 . 
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FR&C : JMCI 


IW V 

ill)') 1 .(I); 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


Jusircs lt”uK,se«jc£ Cow.iv: 

Tor NfUuiicv In*io ini: Aii eced Disappearance or 

Mi-: i'a.ji SuhiJas Chandra Oosi:,. 

*ir Mock, (Third I'loor) 

! ]/A Mir/a Cilialib Slicoi, Kolkaia 700 087 



JAN. 24 2005 03:48PM PI 


Phone: 

Chairman - 252-2635 

Secretary — 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 

C-moi/ ; jrncinscb@cal.3.vsnl nct.in 



No JMCl/ OverseaS “ w ^ tneS3 /2000-0l/7O(III)/389 Kolkata, dated, 24,01,05. 


From s Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.), 
Officer on Special Duty 

To : shri I*. D. Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110001. 


Sir, 

I am directed to inform you that the Hon'ble Chairman 
of the commission has talked to Shri H.B • Kapasi. on phone 
today (24.01.2005) and has informed him that he will examine 
Shri Kapasi as a witness in the afternoon of 28,01.2005 or 
forenoon of 29.01.2005 at Bangkok and that the exact time 
and venue of the said examination will be intimated to 
Shri Kapasi by the Indian Embassy in Bangkok. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly 
advise the Indian Embassy in Bangkok accordingly. 

Yours faithfully. 

'\f 

(M. Roy) 

officer on Special Duty 


copy to Shri H.B. Kapasi, 168/77 Prestige Tower, 15-D, 
Sukhumvit SOI 23 (prasanmitr) Klongtoey Nue, Wat tana, 
Bangkok 10110 f Fa X No. (00662) 2601229_7 for his kind 
information and favour of taking necessary action. This 
has a reference to the Hon'ble Chairman's talk to him 
(Shri Kapasi) on phone on 24.01.2005, 


Dated i 24.01.2005. 


(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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MINISTRY OP E&TERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


'h 


FAX MESSAGE 

FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO INDEMRA8SY BANGKOK 

CHARGE D ’AFFAIRS FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

^ , 4 * , • • 4 .. ’• . * , • . V • • 

REFOUR TELECONVERSATION THIS MORNING REGARDING 
VISIT OF THE JMCI TEAM TO BANGKOK AND TAIPEI FROM 25 JANUARY 
2005 TO 30 JANUARY 2005. 


2 A COPY OF THE SANCTION ORDER FOR THE VISIT ISSUED BY 

MHA IS FAXED HEREWITH FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND RECORD 





NO. 2S/4/NGO-VoLXIII 
dated : 24 January 2005 


.D.RALTE) 

JOINT SECRETA^T (CNV) 

, 
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New Delhi, dated 06.1.2005. 
OFFICE ORDER 


<V ; 
\ v 


Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 
NCB-II 


Subject: Proposed visit of JMCI to Taipei (Taiwan), Singapore, Malaysia , 

Thailand and Vietnam to enquire into the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Sanction of the Competent Authority is hereby accorded in respect of Justice 
Shri M.K. Mukherjee (Retd.) Chairman and Shri P.K. Sengupta Secretary, Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to visit Taipei (Taiwan), Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (Malaysia), Bangkok( Thailand) and Saigon(Vietnam) for the purpose of 
inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

2. The deputation will be from 11.1.2005 to 24.1.2005(including journey time). 
The period of deputation will be as on duty. 

3. Chairman and Secretary Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry have 
been sanctioned the following during their tour abroad:- 


a) 

b) 


c) 


d) 

e) 


0 


Pay & Allowances: 


Air fare (Tickets to 
be purchased by cash 
India directly) 


The pay and allowances will be drawn as 
usual in Rupees in India. 

Chairman-First Class 
Secretary-club class 


Airport Tax & 
Visa fees: 


As per actual to each 


Cash Allowances: 


US$772.5 each. 


Transport, Hotel & 
interpreter etc. 


to be arranged by 

Indian Embassy except Taipei(Taiwan) 
where expenditure on such 
arrangements has to be incurred by 
the Chairman, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission on actual basis. 


Contingencies Rs.2600/- to Chairman only. 

@ Rs.200/- per day 
for 13 days subject to 
actual stay. 


4. Other entitlements will be as laid down in the Ministry of Finance 

O.M.No.l9036/7/83-LE.IV dated 7.11.84 as amended from time to time. 


5. Sanction is also accorded for drawal of advance of cash allowance as 
admissible to Chairman, Secretary, Commission of Inquiry. 

6. The expenditure will be met from the sanctioned budget Grant of the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry during the year 2004-2005. 

7. Sanction order is issued with the concurrence of Ministry of 
Finance(Deptt. of Expenditure) vide their Dy. No.U.O. No.05/E.IV/05-DC, dated 
6.1.05 and MHA’s IFD Dy No.l813/Fin.I/04, dated 20.12.04. .yr y 

DESK OFFICER. 

No.I/12014/6/2001-IS(D-III)/NCB-II, Dated the 06.1.2005 

1. Accounts Officer, Regional Pay & Accounts Office(CISF, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, 15/1, Chowringhee Square, 4 th Floor, Kolkata-700069 

2. Justice Shri M.K. Mukherjee, Chairman, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
’B’ Block (Third Floor), ll/A,Mirza Ghalib Street , Kolkata-700087 

3. Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’Block (Third Floor), 11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087. 

Shri L.D. Ralte, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 

5. Cash-I /Cash-II Section, MHA, New Delhi. 

6. Finance-I Desk, MHA, New Delhi. 

7. Ministry of Finance, Department of Expenditure(E-IV), North Block, New Delhi. 

8. Embassy of India, Singapore. 

9. Embassy of India, Kula Lumpur (Malaysia). 

10. Embassy of India, Bankok(Thailand). 

11. Embassy of India, Saigon (Vietnam). 

12. Indian Taipei Association, Taipei 2010, TWTC, International Trade Building, Taipei, 
Taiwan. 


DESK OFFICER. 
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Ravi Hangar 

Deputy High Commissioner 


High Commission of India < 
31 Grange Road, Singapore 
Tei : 62382521CDID), 673/6777 
Fax: 67321416, 67326909 
Email : i hcdhc@paafic.net. so 


Fax Message 


• #V\ . 
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HefNa 

SIN / P/102/2/ 03 

bate 

2 th January 2005 


To 

Shn L.D_ Ralte, JS(CNV) 

HER, Now Delhi 

[From 1 

Ravi Ban gar ~ 

Deputy High Commissioner 


C.C. 


I No. of transmitted pages - 1 




I Mi* • 

Jy*r •«" 

♦** • 

y}.:^ 

*.fv *r V 

1 p?.'* 

' 

*> , • , 
ft ,i 


•Ms* l,‘ 


V* r,'. 


r- 

V ,* , 

■ 


Please refer to your fax message of 10 January 2005 conveying that JMCI visit's 
fresh dates proposed were from 26 January to 3 February 2005. 

Since then, we have not heard of any confirmed dates of the visit to Singappre. 

We need to know urgently the details of the programme, places to be visited, 
persons identified by the JMCf to meet in Singapore, etc. 

You will agree that JMCI should appreciate that the time is short and 
preparations need to be made quickly as most people will be proceeding on Chinese 
New Year holidays. 

I shall appreciate your response at an early date. 
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* Ravi Bangar 

Deputy High Commissioner 



31 Grange Road, Singapore 239702 
Tel : 6238252 l(DID), 67376777 
Fax: 67321416, 67326909 
Email : i hcdhc@padfic.net.sa 


Fax Message 


Ref No 

SIN/P/ 102/ 2/03 

Date 

2 th January 2005 

To 

Shri L.D. Ralte, JS(CNV) 

MEA, New Delhi 

From 

Ravi Bangar 

Deputy High Commissioner 

C.C. 


No. of transmitted pages : 1 


Please refer to your fax message of 10 January 2005 conveying that JMCI visit’s 
fresh dates proposed were from 26 January to 3 February 2005. 

Since then, we have not heard of any confirmed dates of the visit to Singapore. 

We need to know urgently the details of the programme, places to be visited, 
persons identified by the JMCI to meet in Singapore, etc. 

You will agree that JMCI should appreciate that the time is short and 
preparations need to be made quickly as most people will be proceeding on Chinese 
New Year holidays. 


I shall appreciate your response at an early date. 
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DfDKMBASSY BANGKOK 

AMBASSADOR/ CHARGE D’AFFAIRS 
FROM 

JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


THIS FOLLOWS MY EARLIER MESSAGES REGARDING VISIT OF 
THE JUSTICE MUtCHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) TEAM TO 

BANGKOK AND TAIPEI FROM 25 JANUARY 2005 TO 30 JANUARY 2006. 
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2. THE 2-MEMBER TEAM COMPRISING OF JUSTICE 
M-K-MU K H ERJ KE, CHAIRMAN AND SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA, SECRETARY, JMCI, 
IS SCHEDULED TO REACH BANGKOK BY INDIAN AIRLINES FLIGHT ON THE 
AFTERNOON OF 25 JANUARY 2004 (1325 HRS) AND WILL PROCEED TO TAIPEI 
AT 1815 HRS BY FLT GG 636. 

3. HON’BLR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT SHRI SUBRATA ROSE, 

WHO IS SCHEDULED TO REACH BANGKOK SEPARATELY BY THAI AIRWAYS 
FLIGHT ON THE MORNING OF 25 JANUARY 2005, WILL ALSO BE 
ACCOMPANYING THE JMCI TEAM TO TAIPEI FROM BANGKOK AS WELL AS 
ON THE RETURN LEG OF THEIR JOURNEY HON*BLE MP HAS REQUESTED 
FOR BOOKING OF A DAY-ROOM AT THE AIRPORT HOTEL ITSELF FOR THE 
DURATION OF HIS SHORT STAY IN BANGKOK BEFORE ACCOMPANYING THE 
TEAM ON THE EVENING FLIGHT FOR TAIPEI SAME DAY. SIMILAR 
ARRANGEMENT HAS BEEN REQUESTED FOR THE DURATION OF HONT3LE 
MP’S STAY IN BANGKOK ON THE RETURN LEG [FROM 28 JANUARY (1155 
HRS) TO 30 JANUARY (1425 HRS)]. HON*BLE MP ALSO WISHES TO CALL ON 
AMBASSADOR/ CDA DURING HIS BANGKOK STAY. 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FAX MESSAGE 

FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

AMBASSADOR/ CHARGE D* AFFAIRS 
FROM 

JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

THIS FOLLOWS MY EARLIER MESSAGES REGARDING VISIT OF 
THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) TEAM TO 

BANGKOK AND TAIPEI FROM 25 JANUARY 2005 TO 30 JANUARY 2005. 

2. THE 2-MEMBER TEAM COMPRISING OF JUSTICE 
M.K.MUKHERJEE, CHAIRMAN AND SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA, SECRETARY, JMCI, 
IS SCHEDULED TO REACH BANGKOK BY INDIAN AIRLINES FLIGHT ON THE 
AFTERNOON OF 25 JANUARY 2004 (1325 HRS) AND WILL PROCEED TO TAIPEI 
AT 1815 HRS BY FLT GG-636. 

3. HON’BLE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT SHRI SUBRATA BOSE, 

WHO IS SCHEDULED TO REACH BANGKOK SEPARATELY BY THAI AIRWAYS 
FLIGHT ON THE MORNING OF 25 JANUARY 2005, WILL ALSO BE 
ACCOMPANYING THE JMCI TEAM TO TAIPEI FROM BANGKOK AS WELL AS 
ON THE RETURN LEG OF THEIR JOURNEY. HON'BLE MP HAS REQUESTED 
FOR BOOKING OF A DAY-ROOM AT THE AIRPORT HOTEL ITSELF FOR THE 
DURATION OF HIS SHORT STAY IN BANGKOK BEFORE ACCOMPANYING THE 
TEAM ON THE EVENING FLIGHT FOR TAIPEI SAME DAY. SIMILAR 
ARRANGEMENT HAS BEEN REQUESTED FOR THE DURATION OF HON’BLE 
MP’S STAY IN BANGKOK ON THE RETURN LEG [FROM 28 JANUARY (1155 
HRS) TO 30 JANUARY (1425 HRS)]. HON’BLE MP ALSO WISHES TO CALL ON 
AMBASSADOR/ CDA DURING HIS BANGKOK STAY. 

3. MISSION MAY KINDLY DO THE NEEDFUL IN THIS REGARD AND 
CONFIRM. 


JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated : 20 January 2005 




MOST IMMEDIATE 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 



FAX MESSAGE 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 


TO 


INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

[FAX: 00886-2-2757-6117] 


FOR SHRI VIJAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


THIS FOLLOWS MY EARLIER MESSAGES REGARDING VISIT OF 


THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) TEAM TO 
TAIPEI FROM 26 JANUARY 2005 TO 27 JANUARY 2005. 


2 . 


THE 2-MEMBER TEAM COMPRISING OF JUSTICE 


M.K.MUKHERJEE, CHAIRMAN AND SHRI P. K. SENGUPTA, SECRETARY, 
JMCI, IS SCHEDULED TO REACH TAIPEI BY FLIGHT GG-636 ON 25 
JANUARY 2004 (22.45 HRS). 


HON'BLE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT SHRI SUBRATA BOSE, 


3. 


NEPHEW OF NETAJI, WHO IS SCHEDULED TO REACH BANGKOK 
SEPARATELY BY THAI AIRWAYS FLIGHT ON THE MORNING OF 25 
JANUARY 2005, WILL ALSO BE ACCOMPANYING THE JMCI TEAM TO 
TAIPEI FROM BANGKOK AS WELL AS ON THE RETURN LEG OF THEIR 
JOURNEY. HON'BLE MP, WHO WILL BE MEETING HIS OWN EXPENSES, 
HAS REQUESTED FOR ITA'S ASSISTANCE IN ARRANGING A REASONABLE 
ACCOMMODATION IN A BUDGET HOTEL IN TAIPEI FOR THE DURATION OF 
HIS STAY IN 80K TA i p£.| „ 

3. GRATEFUL IF THE NEEDFUL IS DONE AND CONFIRMATION 

SENT BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE FROM INDIA. 




(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


NO. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated : 20 January 2005 



BY SPEED PQST/EMS 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



k 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Voi.Xni 


19 January 2005 


Dear 


Enclosed are the Passports of Justice M.K.Mukherjee, Hon’ble 
Chairman of JMCI, Shri Subrata Bose, HonlDle Member of Parliament and 
yourself, all duly stamped with the Visa for Taiwan. 

2. An expenditure of Rs.3400/- (Rupees three thousand four hundred) 
has been incurred by the undersigned towards payment of the Visa Fees 
(receipt attached). The amount may be reimbursed through issue of a Bank 
Draft in favour of- “Mr. L.D.Ralte”. 

3. We may also like to reiterate our earlier request to the Commission to 
avoid any public mention of the assistance being provided by the India-Taipei 
Association (ITA) as it is a non-governmental office in Taipei . 


Yours sincerely, 



(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 

[Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 


Copy for information to :- 


Shri Umesh Kalra, Director, NCB-II Section, Security Division, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, North Block, N. Delhi, w.r.t the aforementioned letter received 
from J 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 



FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 


TO 


INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

[ FAX : 00886-2-2757-6117] 


FOR SHRI VIJAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


THIS IS FURTHER TO MY FAX OF YESTERDAY REGARDING 


PROPOSED VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF 
INQUIRY (JMCI) TEAM TO TAIWAN FROM 26 JANUARY 2005 TO 27 
JANUARY 2005. 


THE JMCI HAS INFORMED THAT THE TEAM WISHES TO VISIT, 


AMONG OTHER PLACES, THE OFFICES/ ARCHIVES OF THE TAIPEI CITY 
GOVERNMENT, MAYOR OF TAIPEI AND MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT & 
COMMUNICATION, IN ORDER TO VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY OF TWO E- 
MAILS ADDRESSED TO SHRI ANUJ DHAR, A JOURNALIST (ONE DATED 

12.3.2003 FROM THE MAYOR OF TAIPEI AND THE OTHER DATED 

5.8.2003 FROM MR. LIN LING-SAN, MINISTER OF M.O.T.C, 
GOVERNMENT OF TAIWAN) SHRI DHAR HAD FORWARDED COPIES OF 
THESE E-MAIL MESSAGES TO THE JMCI. JMCI WISHES TO VERIFY 
AUTHENTICITY OF THESE E-MAIL MESSAGES AS WELL AS LOOK INTO 
THE RECORDS THAT FORM THE BASIS OF THE INFORMATION 


FURNISHED 





( L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


NO. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
Dated: 19 January 2005 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
BANGKOK 


No. BAN/Pol/ 103/6/03 


Dated 19 u ’ January, 2005 


From 

Ms. Manju, First Secretary (Pol), Indembassy Bangkok. 

(Tel. No. 00-66 2 2584491 - Fax No. 2584627/2621740) 

To 

Sliri L.D. Ralte, JS(CNV), FND. (Fax: 23792285) 

No. of pages 

1 


Please refer to your fax dated 10 th January 05 regarding postponement of 
the visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) team. 



Mr. H.B. Kapasi would be in Bangkok during the period 26 January to 3 
February 2005. Grateful if confirmed dates for the Commission’s visit, along 
with detailed final programme, could be intimated at the earliest. 


Regards, 



fc 4 -/ 


46, Sukhumvil Soi 23 (Prasarnmitr), Bangkok 101 10 

lelephone (662) 258-0300-6 ; Fax (062) 2584627 and 767(740 
Cable INDhMBASSY BANGKOK F.-mail , 7.1 . 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


MOST IMMEDIATE 



FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 




TO : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK -> OO-bi, ~ fTT- gu, 7 

AMBASSADOR FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

Cal A 

REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) 
TEAM TO BANGKOK AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 


2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A REVISED 

PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT TO BANGKOK AND TAIPEI FROM 25 
JANUARY 2005 TO 30 JANUARY 2005. JMCI IS AWAITING MHA 
APPROVAL. MEANWHILE PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THE TEAM 
AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 


3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL STOPOVER AT BANGKOK FOR A FEW 

HOURS ON 25 JANUARY 2005 ENROUTE TAIPEI. KINDLY DEPUTE AN 
OFFICER TO RECEIVE AND MEET THE HON’BLE CHAIRMAN AT THE 
AIRPORT ON ARRIVAL THAT DAY. 


4. THE JMCI TEAM WISHES TO EXAMINE SOME WITNESSES 

WHOSE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS ARE NOT KNOWN (EXCEPT S.NO.l AND 
14 IN THE LIST), NOR IS IT KNOWN WHETHER THEY ARE ALIVE OR DEAD. 
THE LIST OF SUCH PERSONS SENT BY JMCI IS ENCLOSED. IT MAY BE 
MENTIONED THAT MR. H.P.KAPASI (S.NO.l) HAS ALREADY RESPONDED 
TO THE COMMISSION’S NOTICE WHILE THE TELEPHONE NUMBER OF MR. 
SUNATH SINGH NARULA (AT S.NO. 14) HAS BEEN PROVIDED [TEL NO. 
0062- 6395358]. THE JMCI HAS REQUESTED FOR NECESSARY 
ARRANGEMENTS TO BE MADE FOR EXAMINATION OF THE WITNESSES 
WHO MAY BE AVAILABLE. 


(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 
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NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated :18 January 2005 
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ion v.;< ( nr . 5 to tae at/examine 
at Pankok on January 28, 

•• 9 , 2G3S>. 


1 ; o)iri H 0 b . Kapasi 

1 6 8 / 77 pros s t i g e To we r 

15-b, Sukburnv i t sol 23 ( Frasanmitr ) 
Klongtoey Mua, Wattana, 

Bangkok- 10110 . 

(Tel u 02 2601240 - 2 ; 

Fax 02 2601229 ; 

e-mail : Pacirickk@Ciickta.com) 

2) Shri P ratap Singh 

3) Shri C. Rai Narula 

4) shr.i Ram Lai Sachdeva 
6) Sbri S. T„ Mentani 

6) Shri Darsnari Singh Bajaj 

7 ) shri Is war Singh Naruia of INA 
0 ) shri K. Unnithan 

9) Shri Atma Ram J‘ain 

10) Shri S.g. Mehtani 

11 ) Shri C» U 0 chandiramar.i 

12) shri Abdul Hameed 

1 3 ) sh r i R a j-S i ngh Wa r u 1 a. 

s/o. Late Is war Singh Naruia 



Bangkok 
Bangkok 
Bangkok 
Bangkok 
B angkok 
Bangkok 
Bangkok 
Bangkok 
Bangkok 
Bangkok 
Bangkok 

Bangkok 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

[ FAX : 00886-2-2757-6117] 

FOR SHRI VIJAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING 

PROPOSED VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF 
INQUIRY (JMCI) TEAM TO TAIWAN AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 


2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 

REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT TO TAIPEI FROM 26 JANUARY 
2005 TO 27 JANUARY 2005. JMCI IS AWAITING MHA APPROVAL. 
PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THE TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM 

THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 


NO. 25/4/ NGO-Vol.Xlfl 
Dated: 18 January 2005 







(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 







FFCT1 : JMC I 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


JAN. 18 2005 02:50PM PI 


Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 

Secretary 

. Justice Mukherjec Commission oflnquiTy 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 
India, Ministry of Home Affairs 
B’ Block P" floor). 1 l/A Mina Ghalib Street, Kolkata- 700087 




P 033-2252-2*35,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 


D O. No. JMCI/Overscas- Witnesscs/2000-01 /70(III)/384 January 1 8, 2005 



Enclosed please find a copy of the programme of visit of the Commission to 
Bangkok and Taipei. A copy of the same programme was earlier sent to you. 


The Embassy in Bangkok may kindly be advised to make necessary arrangements 
for stay, transport, interpreter etc at Bangkok. On way to Taipei the team of the 
Commission will have to stay at Bangkok for a few hours. It would be highly 
appreciated if somebody from the Indian Embassy in Bangkok meets the Hon’ble 
Chairman at the Airport on that day. 




The Commission, as intimated earlier, wants to examine some witnesses, but the 
present whereabouts of most of them are noi known and it is also not known whether 
they are living or dead. 1 am enclosing a list of those persons. 


Serial No. 1 - Shri H P. Kapasi responded to the notice of the Commission 
published in newspapers in Bangkok. As regards Serial No. 14, his telephone number, 
as made available to the Commission, has been given. The Embassy may also be kindly 
asked to make necessary arrangements for examination of the witnesses who may be 
available. 
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Ends : As above 


Yours 



(P.KL Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Sri L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001 
(Phone No: 011 2301 1357) 




D O. No. JMCI/Overseas- Witnes$es/200Q-0 1 /70(III)/3 84/ 1 


January 1 8, 2005 
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FROM : JMC I 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


JAN. 18 2005 02:51PM P3 


Justice WIukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into tme Alleged Disappearance of 

Net4.ii Slibhas Chandra Bose. 

B Block, (Thud Floor) 

1 1 /A Mir/.a Ghalib Street. Kolkata-700087 


i'm 

Phone: 

Chairman - 22S2-2835 

Secretary * 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duly • 2252-2765 

Office - 2252-2766/68 


1 v\ 0 < l 225>->7to c-nvul jnicmscb@calTvsnl.nci.m 

January 14, 2005 

Prom Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary 


PROGRAMME OF VISIT OF THE COMMISSION TO BANGKOK AND TAIPEI 
January 25 2005 - 

Leaving Kolkata for Bangkok by 1C 731 at 09 30 hours 

Arriving at Bangkok at 13 25 hours 


Leaving Bangkok by TG 636 lor Taipei at 18 1 5 hours 
Arrival at Taipei st 22 45 hours 
January 26 a n d 27,2003 

Halt at Taipei for official works, namely, visit to certain places , examination of such documents and 
records as may be availale, etc 

January 28. 20 05 - 

Leaving Taipei for Bangkok at 09 00 hours by TG 637 
Arrival at Bangkok at II 55 hours 
Halt at Bangkok 
January 29. 2 005 - 

Official works at Bangkok, namely examination of / interaction with local witnesses / persons as may 
be available 

Halt 

January 30. 20 05 

Leaving Bangkok by 1C 732 at 14 25 hours 
Arriving at Kolkata Airport at 15 25 hours 



PROM : jmci 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 

AnX?/ 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inouiry 

For Inquiry Into the Ai. leged Disappearance of 

Neiaji SunhasOhandka Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 


JON. 14 2005 06:21PM Pi 


Phone: 


2252-2835 

2252-2767 


( hatfttiun 
Swetafy 
Off tear Of i 

special Duty - 2252-2765 


l-w 0^?.S2-2-7*5 


r mi)tK,\imiuriouij \^ tj0 iOury -2252-2765 

I I/a Mir^a Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 - 2252-27B6/60 

e-mail jrocmscbCaJcal? v snl net in 


No JMCI/OvERSEAS WiTNESSES/2000-01/70(III)/373 

hroiii Shri P.K. Scn^upta, WBHJS (Retd.) 

Secretary 


January 14, 2005 


To 

Sri U K Kalra, 

Director (Securities ) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India. North Block 
New Delhi- 1 1000 1 


Sub Visit to Taipei 


Sir, 

In continuation of my d o. letter no JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2000-01/70(lII)/369 
dated 13 01.2005 sent by FAX yesterday, 1 am sending herewith a revised and curtailed 
programme of visit Air fare (Business Class) will be Rs 62,705 00 (including Taxes of Rs 
3050 00) per head Hence the total air fare will be Rs 62,705 X 2 = Rs. 1,25,410.00. J am 
directed to request you to send by FAX necessary modified order of sanction to enable the 
Commission to draw money lor air tickets, visas etc 



Yours faithfully, 


(PK Sengupta) 
Secretary. 


January 14, 2005 


Copy forwarded Sri L.D Ralte, Jt Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of 
India, South Block, New Delhi-1 10001 for information and necessary action 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 



^-FROM : JMCI 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

r or Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
netaji Suuhas ('iiani)ha Bose. 

H Block, ( I bird Floor) 

I I/A Mir/.a Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


JAN. 14 2005 06:21PM P2 



( hair man 
Suitcwy 
Officer on 
Special Duty 
Offlcs 


- 2252-2836 

- 2252-2767 

- 2252-2766 

- 2252 - 2766/00 


Fa\ Oia 22^2-27AS e-mail jnianscb@cal3.vsnl.nci in 

January 14, 2005 

From Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary 


PROGRAMME OF visit of THE COMMISSION TO BANGKOK AND TAIPEI 


January 25 2005 - 


Leaving Kolkata for Bangkok by 1C 731 at 09.30 hours 
Arriving at Bangkok at 13 25 hours 


Leaving Bangkok by GG 636 for Taipei at 18 15 hours 
Arrival at Taipei st 22 45 hours 
Januaiv 26 and 27.2005 

Halt at Taipei for official works, namely, visit to certain places , examination of such documents and 
records as may be availale, etc 

Jan uary 28. 2005 - 

Leaving Taipei for Bangkok at 09 00 hours by GG 637 
Arrival at Bangkok at 1 1 55 hours 
Halt at Bangkok 
Janu ai v 29. 2005 - 

Official works al Bangkok, namely examination of / interaction with local witnesses / persons as may 
be available 

Halt 


January 3 0. 2005 

Leaving Bangkok by IC 732 at 14.25 hours 
Arriving at Kolkata Airport at 1 5 25 hours 



(P K Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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HWW UP 

Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

D.O.No.JMCI/Overseas Witnesses/2000-0 1/70(111)371 




& : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

imcinscb@cal3 .vsnl.net. in 


January 14,2005 


Dear 





I am directed to refer to your d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 13/1/05 
and to say that the Commission wants to visit, among other places, the 
Offices/ Archives of the Taipei City Government, Mayor of Taipei and the Ministry of 
Transport and Communications in order to verify the authenticity of two e-mails to 
Shri Anuj Dhar, a Journalist - one dated 1 2/3/2003 from the Mayor of Taipei and the 
other dated 5/8/2003 from Mr. Lin, Ling - San, Minister of M.O.T.C., Government of 
Taiwan . The Commission received a copy each of both the e-mails from Shri Anuj 
Dhar by e-mail and also a copy of the e-mail from the Hon’ble Mayor of Taipei by 
post from his office. To verify the authenticity of these two e-mails - one originating 
from the office of the Mayor of Taipei and the other from Mr. Lin, Ling - San, Hon’ble 
Minister, M.O.T.C. by looking into the originals of the said two e-mails and also the 
records on which the information furnished in the e-mails was based. 

VCltK 


Yours 

(P.K. Sengupta) 


A wo 



Mr. L.D.Ralte, 

Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001. 

D. O.No . JMCI/Okerseas Witnesses/2000-0 1 /7 0(III)/3 71/1 

Copy forwarded tc 
Sri Umesh Kalra, 

Director (Security), 

Ministry of Home Affair^ 

Govt, of India, North Block, 

New Delhi- 110001 - for information. 


Secretary 


January 14, 2005 
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(S'vV) 

Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

’B’ Block (3 rd floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 




: 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 


D.O.No.JMCI/Overseas Witness/2000-0 1/70 (III)/369 January 13, 2005 


Dear 



I am directed to say that the Commission could not undertake its visit to 
Singapore, Taipei and other countries as the office order dated 6.1.05 of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs according sanction for the visit was received at a very late stage. 

India Taipei Association and the Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India, 
have informed the Commission that it will not be possible for the ITA to make 
arrangements for the visit to Taipei in February 2005 because of the Chinese New Year. 

The Commission has also been informed by the Joint Secretary (CNV), MEA that visit 

■ 

of the Commission to Saigon could not be arranged before the last week of February 
2005 . As the term of the Commission is going to expire on 14.0.5.05 the Commission 
wants to visit Taipei within this month. The ITA and the MEA have informed that local 
authorities in Taipei have agreed to receive the JMCI team and facilitate its visit to the 
best of their ability on 26 th and 27 th January 2005. 

I am directed to say that the Commission wants to visit Taipei on January 26 and 
January 27, 2005 and for this it prepese wants to leave Kolkata by air on January 25, 
2005. The Commission proposes to go to Taipei straight from Kolkata by air either via 
Singapore or via Bangkok depending on the availability of flights. The Commission 
may reconsider its proposed visit to Kuala Lumpur and Singapore in the context of this 
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latest development. If so necessary, visit to Malaysia and Singapore may be jielinked 
from the visit to Taipei for the present and the question of visiting Kuala Lumpur, 
Singapore and Saigon may be considered at a later stage. The Commission, I am directed 
to say, gives utmost importance to visit to Taipei. 

The revised programme indicating the dates of arrival and departure is being sent 
shortly. Necessary approval to the programme and sanction for expenditure may be 
accorded by suitably modifying the order dated 6.1.05 to enable the Commission to 
have sufficient time at its disposal to make necessary arrangements, namely, drawal of 
money to meet the expenditure in Taipei, drawal of cash allowance, obtaining visa etc. 

A copy of the d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol. XIII dated 13.1.05 of Sri L. D. Ralte, 
Joint Secretary (CNV), MEA is enclosed. 


Yours 




J* 


Enclo: As above 

Sri Umesh Kalra 
Director (Security Division) 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, 

North Block, 

New Delhi 1 10 001 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


D.O.No.JMCI/Overseas Witness/2000-01/70 (III)/369/l(l) January 13, 2005 

Copy forwarded to Sri L.D.Ralte, Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of 
India, South Block, New Delhi- 1 10001 for information and necessary action. 

(P.K. Sengupta) 

Secretary 


• » 


Fax : 033 2252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of chairman - 2252-2835 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. secretary -2252-2767 

B Block, (Third Floor) Special Duty - 2252-2766 / 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 office -2252-2766/68 


ejjaaiL4ll5cinscbajcal3 vsnl.net. in 
No . J MC I/O VERSEAS-WlTNESS/2000-0 1/70(111 )/348 y January 7, 2005 

From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.) \ . ' : . 

Secretary 1> ^ Cc^)|o^ 

Shri L.D. Raltey ~ ' oV 

Joint Secretary (C^rV) (cwv), 

Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi-1 10 001 



Sub: Visit of the Commission to Taipei and some orther places . 

Ref: Your do. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 30/1/2004 
Dear Sir, 

Please refer to your above-quoted d.o .letter a copy of which was received by fax 
in the evening of 30/12/2004. 

I am directed to send herewith a copy of the Commission’s letter 
No.JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2000-01/70(III)/l dated 5/01/2005 and its enclosures for 
information and necessary action. 

Yours faithfully. 

Enel: 5 sheets 

(P.K. Sengupta) 

Secretary 



No. J MC I/O verseas-Witness/2000-0 1/70(111 )/348 /I 

Copy forwarded to Shri U K. Kalra 
r Director, Security Division' 

kU \ Ministry of Home Affairs 

, '' North Block 


January 7, 2005 


w 


New Delhi - for information and necessary action. 



Enel: 5 sheets 


(P.K.Seh^upta) 

SecretaK 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Chairman - 2252-2835 

Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 2252-2765 

Office - 2252 - 2766/68 


Fax: 033 2252-2765 

No. J MC I/O verseas-Witness/2000 1 -0 1 /70( 1 1 1 )/1 



e-maii jjncinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 




January 5, 2005 


From Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary. 


To 

Shri T.D. Bhutia , Assistant Director 
India Taipei Association, Taipei 
R N 2010, TWTC International Trade Building 
333, Keelung Road Section 1, Taipei, Taiwan 
Ph: 886 -2 - 275761 12/3, Fax: 886-2-275761 1 

Sub: Visit of the Commission to Taipei 


Dear Sir, 

I am to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter No.Tai/Pol/1/2004 dated 
January 4, 2005, received by e-mail. I am directed to say that the Commission regrets the 
inconvenience caused to you by booking hotel accommodation in pursuance of the provisional 
programme of the Commission and subsequently cancelling the booking. I am attaching 
herewith a copy of my D O. letter No.JMCI/Overseas-01/70(III)/341 dated January 4,2005 
addressed to Shri L. D. Raltey, Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, with a copy endorsed to the Ministry of Home Affairs. From this letter you will be able to 
know the latest position with regard to the proposed tour of the Commission to Taipei and some 
other countries of Asia. As the matter stands now, there is no possibility of sticking to the 
provisional programme sent to the Government for approval. You will be informed of the 
final programme of the Commission after receipt of the approval of the Government. 

However for convenience in drawing up a detailed programme during the days of visit 
of the Commission at Taipei, I am directed to furnish below all relevant information: - 


i) The places in Taipei the Commission wants to visit for the purpose of the inquiry: 

a) Taihoku Airport, the site of an alleged crash of a Japanese plane allegedly carrying 
Subhas Chandra Bose and a few others on August 18,1945; 

b) Nan Mon (Nam Mong) Military Hospital, Taihoku, Formosa, where Subhas Chandra 
Bose allegedly died as a result of the injuries allegedly sustained by him in the 
alleged plane crash on August 18,1945. 

c) Municipal Crematorium, Taipei where the alleged dead body of Subhas Chandra 
Bose was allegedly cremated; 

d) Bureau of Health and Hygiene, Taipei Municipal Office (the alleged Cremation 
Certificate regarding the alleged cremation of the alleged dead body of Subhas 
Chandra Bose allegedly issued by the Bureau of Health and Hygiene, Taipei); 
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e) Hokuto Military Hospital (Col. Habibur Rahaman and some other alleged victims of 
the alleged plane crash were allegedly transferred to that hospital). 

ii) The Commission wants to examine records and documents, if available, relating to the 
alleged aircrash and the alleged death of Subhas Chandra Bose. In particular, the 
Commission wants to visit the office of the Hon’ble Mayor of Taipei, City Archives of 
Taipei and the office of the Minister of MOTC to examine records/documents, if 
available, relating to the alleged aircrash and the alleged death of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and also to verify the authenticity of certain information received through 
electronics media (e-mail). The Commission also wants to have access to the 
records/documents, if any, relating to the same matter in the ROC Foreign Ministry and 
Historica Sinica. 

iii) The witnesses proposed to be examined: 

A list of the persons proposed to be examined in Taipei is attached herewith. Besides 
them, the Commission may also examine those persons who may come forward in response to 
the notice of the Commission already published in newspapers in Taipei. 

I am directed to request you to kindly help the Commission by drawing up a 
programme so that the aforesaid purpose of the visit may be completed within 3 days. 

With regards. 


Enclo: As above (Two) 


& 


Yours faithfully. 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary. 





/ 


/ 


r radyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

■B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kol kata-700087 



& : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscbr/cal Visnl net in 


D.O.No.JI^CI/O^erseas- Witness/2000-0 1/70(111)7341 


Dear 


January 4, 2005 



I am directed to request you to refer to the d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated 30.12.2004 received by FAX at this end at about 5.30 p.m. on 30.12.2004 and to 
say that strangely enough the letter does not bear your signature or initial; nor does it 
appear to have been authenticated by a competent officer as true copy of the purported 
d o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XlIl dated 30.12.2004. Be that as it may, 1 am directed to 
inform you that till now the requisite approval of the proposed visit and sanction or 
expenditure to be incurred for the visit have not been received from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India. . 


In this connection, I am to request you to kindly refer to the Commission’s letter 
No.JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-01/70(III)/291 dated 23.11.2004 addressed to Shri 
U K. Kalra, Director (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, a copy of 
which was endorsed to you. This letter has also been referred to in the above quoted d.o. 
letter dated 30. 12.2004, This letter was followed by JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(IU)/304 dated 
02.12.2004 which was accompanied by the information sought for by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India, in the prescribed proforma. Till now no reply or 
response has been received from the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

You will definitely appreciate that until the requisite approval of the proposed 
tour to Taiwan and sanction for expenditure to be incurred for the tour are received from 
the Ministry of Home Affairs there is no question of furnishing further particulars in 
respect of the proposed tour to Taipai in addition to what has been already furnished to 
your Ministry and the Ministry of Home Affairs in this regard (vide Commissioner letters 
nos. 89/426 dated 22.01.04 and no 70(III)/291 dated 23.11.2004 and no 83(III)/304 dated 
02.12.2004). For the same reason specific information regarding the proposed tour has 
not yet been communicated to the India-Taipei Association. The Commission is of the 
opinion that exact dates of the proposed tour to Taiwan and specific information for a 
detailed programme cannot be furnished to the India-Taipei Association until and unless 
the tour is approved by the Ministry of Home Affairs. There is every likelihood of 
change in the dates of visit to Taipei for delay in receiving the approval of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. 



I am further directed to say that India-Taipei Association has not ydt asked for 
specific information for preparing a detailed programme and the last communicatin 
received from the India-Taipei Association by e-mail reads as follows : 

“We have been informed that JMCI will be in Taipei from 13-17 January 2005. 
In anticipation of your visit we have already booked two rooms for the Commission at 
Grand Hyatt and Far Eastern Plaza Hotel, (booking at one of the hotel can be cancelled 
after you have made your choice) 

2. Since it would be difficult for us make arrangements for the visit on a short 
notice, especially hiring of an interpreter etc., you are requested to intimate us about the 
arrangements to be made urgently. 

3. You are aware that you would be required to carry sufficient cash for making 
payments of all your bills in Taipei. Owing tothe nature of this office we do not have any 
arrangement for debiting expenditures to offices in India.” 

It thus appears that India-Taipei Association has been making preparation 
anticipating that the proposed visit of the Commission to Taipei would be from January 
13to January 17, 2005. As the matter stands now, it is now well nigh impossible to stick 
to this provisional programme sent to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India 
for approval. 

However, the India-Taipei Association is being furnished with the necessary 
details of the proposed visit, viz., purpose of the visit, the places the Commission 
proposes to visit in Taipei, the records / documents it wants to have an access to and the 
persons proposed to examined / interviewed. 

Yours 


Secretary 

Mr. L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, New Delhi 1 10 001 


TK. Sengupta) 


D.O.No.JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2000-01/70(III)/341/l(l) January 4, 2005 

Copy forwarded to Shri U.K. Kalra, Director, Security Division, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, North Block, New Delink 1 10001 for information and necessary action 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


WITNESSES IN TAIWAN. 


»■ 


Particulars as available from the plain typed copies 
of the depositions recorded by the Khosla Commission. 


1. Nr. Lai Min Yee - He was examined at Taipei on 13.7.73 
and deposed that he was working in the PWD of Taipei 
City Government at that time. On August 18, 1945 he was 
in the Transport section of the Japanese army. 

2. Mr. Tao Yung - Examined on July 13, 1973 at Taipei. No 
fur ther particulars are available. 

3. Mr. Lin Chun Chan - Examined on 13,7.73 at Taipei. He 
deposed that he was in the Japanese Intelligence Bureau 
in Moulmein where hfe was working in the confidential 
section, 

4. Mr . Lu Kuo Hwa - Examined on 13,7.73 at Taipei. No 
further particulars are available. 

5. Mr , Chang Chuen - He was examined on 13.7.73 and on 

that day he deposed that he owned a small electrical shop. 

He retired as an employee of the Taiwan Electric Co, 

6. Mr. Lin Chuan - He deposed that in 1945 he was in the 
General Air Force Hospital Ho. 8. He claimed to be 46 years 
old on 13.7.73. 

7. Mr. Kao Yu n Tsung - He was examinee on 14.7.73 and on that 
day he daymen to be 46 years old. He further stated that 

he was a mechanic working at Taipei International Airport. 

In 1945 he was a soldier in Unit no. 12807. 

8. Mr. v;ay Yun Peng - He was examined on 14.7.73 and claimed 
he was 46 years old. He further deposed that he was working 
in the Airport Personnel Office for about 16 years, 

9. Mr, Ling Chin Yen - He was examined on 16.7.73. On that 
uay he deposed that he was 4 6; years old and Chairman of 
L.P.Gas. He was in the Japanese Military Police in 1944-45. 

10. Mr. Ram Swarup - On 17,7.73 he deposed before the Khosla 
Commission that he was a Journalist and landlord of 167, 
Jorbagh, New Delhi. He further claimed to have his own 
news agency having Input business with Taiwan. He deposed 
that he acted as Secretary to the First Indian Parliamentary 
Delegation which visited Taiwan on June 6, 1964. 

Ijl, Mr. Y.R .Ts eng - He was examined on 17.7.73 and he deposed 
that he was 43 years old working in the Taipei City Govt, 
as on Engineer in the Survey and Architect Department. 

12. Mr. Prltam Singh — He deposed on 17.7.73 that he was 
Managing Director and Partner of Harelila (Taiwan) 

Commercial Service Ltd. and Adviser to Metalware (Taiwan) 

Ltd . 


13 . 



Dr. Lin - He acted as the Liaison Officer when a team 

of Members of the Parliament of India visited Taipei 
sometime in 1966. 



***** KUA/P/163/01/03 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 

4 January 2005 


FAX 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


To: Foreign New Delhi 

(Fax: 00-91-11-23792285) 

/ 

V<foint Secretary (CNV) from First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 

Sub: Visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to Malaysia 


Ibe-ccS ToirvJ S 


In connection with the visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry' to Malaysia, we had written to a prominent Malaysian Indian, Dato’ 
G.S. Gill, who is brother of late Shri Amrik Singh Gill, who was a member 
of the Indian National Army in Malaysia. Dato’ G.S. Gill would like to host 
a lunch for the 2-member team during their visit to Kuala Lumpur. This 
may please be communicated to the Commission and their consent be kindly 
conveyed to us. 



E-mail : High Commissioner : highcomm@po.janng.my 
E-mail : Dy. High Commissioner : dhc002@po.janng.my / Defence Adviser : dahcikl@po.jaring.my 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch@po.jaring.my / First Secretary & HOC : hoc@po.jaring.my 
WEBSITE : www.indianhighcommission.com.my 


% 
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\ b^h^i^ol 0 ^ 

Ministry oPExternal Affairs 
CNV Division 

(f*p 

This is to state that the Hon’ble Member of Parliament (LS), 

Shri Subrata Bose, resident of 15, North Avenue, New Delhi - 1 1 00 01, (Tel: 
2309 3806), holder of Diplomatic Passport No. D - 1014414 issued on 10-06- 
2004, wishes to visit Taiwan along with the Justice Mukheijee Commission of 
Inquiry for Inquiry into the alleged Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose in January 2005. 

He will deposit his Diplomatic Passport with CPV Division and 
apply for an Ordinary Passport along with the “Safe Custody” Certificate. 

It is requested that the Hon’ble M.P. be issued a full validity 
passport as soon as possible on payment of usual fees. 


/ 




Regional Passport Officer 







Chief Vigilance Officer 
17 January 2005 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


14 January 20D5 



Please refer to your letter no. KUA/P/ 163/91/03 dated 4 January 2005 
regarding Shri Dato G.S.Gill (brother of deceased Shri Amrik Singh Gill-a 
member of the INA). 

2. The JMCI has conveyed its consent to Dato G.S. Gill’s proposal to host 
a lunch for the JMCI team members during its visit to Kuala Lumpur. 
Meanwhile, as informed earlier, the JMCI has had to postpone its tour 
programme. We shall inform you of the revised travel itinerary as soon as the 
same is finalised and conveyed by the JMCI. 



(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri V.Mahalingam 
First Secretary (PIE), 

High Commission of India, 
Kuala Lumpur 

f Fax ; 00-603-20925826 1 



(v> 

L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 



HsJKrM, ^ ftwfl 0 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIR? 
NEW DELHI 

E7 tfeeb f*T7 

14 January 2005 


Dear 




Reference our tele-conversation this afternoon regarding proposed visit 
of the JMCI Team to Taipei. 


2. Scanned copy of Visa Application form for entry into Taiwan has 
already been emailed to you. We are separately arranging today to forward the 
same by Courier/ Speed Post. The Visa fee for urgent cases is Rs.2550/-. M***~~(- 

(L, fr+J; 






Yours sincerely, 



.D.Ralte) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry, 

Block (Third Floor), 1 1 / A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
olkata 700 087 

[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 


Copy for information to :- 


Shri Umesh Kalra, Director, NCB-II Section, Security Division, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, North Block, N. Delhi, w.r.t the aforementioned letter received 
from JMCI. 
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Ministry of’External Affairs 
CNV Division 



This is to state that the Hon’ble Member of Parliament (LS), 

Shri Subrata Bose, resident of 15, North Avenue, New Delhi - 1 1 00 01, (Tel: 
2309 3806), holder of Diplomatic Passport No. D - 1014414 issued on 10-06- 
2004, wishes to visit Taiwan along with the Justice Mukheijee Commission of 
Inquiry for Inquiry into the alleged Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose in January 2005. 

He will deposit his Diplomatic Passport with CPV Division and 
apply for an Ordinary Passport along with the “Safe Custody” Certificate. 

It is requested that the Hon’ble M.P. be issued a full validity 
passport as soon as possible on payment of usual fees. 




Regional Passport Officer 

2-6 lb l¥*2> 



Chief Vigilance Officer 
1 7 January 2005 


- UA** 
. , 


cfi\ 










MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


ly fori. 



14 January 2005 


Dear 




#> 


Reference our tele-conversation this afternoon regarding proposed visit 
of the JMCI Team to Taipei. 


2. Scanned copy of Visa Application form for entry into Taiwan has 
already been emailed to you. We are separately arranging today to forward the 
same by Courier/ Speed Post. The Visa fee for urgent cases is Rs.2550/-. tffr****~£ 





Shri P.K.Sengupta 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 

[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 


c. 


Copy for information to :- 


Shri Umesh Kalra, Director, NCB-II Section, Security Division, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, North Block, N. Delhi, w.r.t the aforementioned letter received 
from JMCI. 
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India Taipei Association 
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Tai/Pol/ 1/2004 


January 1 1 , 2005 


From: India Taipei Association, Taipei 

To. JS(CNV), MEA 

Dear Sir, 

We have received a message from Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry(JMCI) dated January 10, 2005 regarding their proposed visit to 
Taipei 

2. JMCI has informed that they propose to visit Taipei for two 
days( excluding journey time) between January 25,2005 and January 31, 
2005. JMCI has also asked us to suggest the dates of their proposed visit 
during the last week of January 2005. 

3 1 have been directed by Director General, ITA to seek Ministry’s 

instruction on the visit of JMCI and their request. Director General, 
Gokhale is presently out of station on official tour to Bangkok and will be 
back on the 13 th of January 2005. 


Regards, 


jhu l, g 

4^.^ h,i7A. * 7 ^ W 

J 7 _ . ■/. ^ •* 


, a -yu 


(T.D. Bhutia ) 

Assistant Director 


’aJTl ’ 
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SUITE 2010, TWTC INTERNATIONAL TRADE BUILDING, No. 333, KEELUNG RD. SEC 1, TAIPEI, TAIWAN 

333 *2010* ( Bt* H ) 

T*l : BB&-2-2757-6112/] Fm : BBS-2-2757-8117 

FAX 


No. Tai/Fol/1/2004 1° January 2005 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

Dear f 

Reference our telecon earlier today regarding probable visit by JMCI later this 
month to Taipei. 

2 I would like to draw your attention to the correspondence with this office in the 
past two years Based on information provided by JMCI, 1TA has liaised with local 
authorities and provided the following information to you, which we presume is now 
available with the Commission: 

(A) Places of Visit related to the alleged aircrash / alleged demise 

(a) Taihoku Airport: It is now the domestic airport (Song Shan). Visit to the airport is 
feasible but requires government permission. The physical layout of this airport has 
changed over the years Earlier enquiries by this office in 2002 indicated that nobody was 
aware of the precise site of the crash. 

(b) Nam fvfong Military Hospital. This site no longer exists. Earlier inquiries by this office 
indicated that its precise site was not identifiable 

(c) Municipal Crematorium: This building does not exist The site is now a public park 

(d) Bureau of Health and Hygiene, Taipei Municipal Office, Taipei Earlier inquiries by 
this office in 2002 with the Taipei Municipal authorities indicate that they are not aware 
that such an office had existed previously, and no records appear to be available. 

(e) Hokutu Military Hospital: currently known as the National Force Bei Tou Military 
Hospital. Earlier inquiries made by this office indicated that all records prior to 1992 have 
already been destroyed 

(This information was communicated vide fax from IT A dated 9.9.2002) 

(B) Records and Documents in connection with alleged aircrash / alleged demise 

Our earlier inquiries with local authorities indicate that three original documents sought by 
JMCI - Record of Cremation Permits issued in August 1945, Application for Cremation 
Permit filed by Dr. Taneyashi Yashimi for alleged cremation of Bose / Ichiro Okiro, and 
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original Death Certificate issued in the name of 0ose / Ichiro Okiro are NOT available 
with Taiwanese authorities Copies of documents that they have been able to trace were 
provided to IT A and forwarded to Ministry vide letter No* Tai/Pol/1/2004 dated 10 
February 2004. 

(O Alleged Witnesses related with alleged aircrash / alleged demise 

Based on enquiries done by local authorities on the list of alleged witnesses earlier 
provided by JMCI, the local authorities had given feedback, indicating that none of them 
appear to be traceable. This information is available with Ministry vide thb office's fax 
dated 20 August 2002 and letter No. Tai/Pol/ 1/2004 dated 10 May 2004. We are also 
aware that JMCI had placed advertisements in the newspapers on 19 March 2004 asking 
potential witnesses to come forward, and are not aware as to v^hat response the JMCI has 
received as a result of those notices in the media. 

We presume that this information has already been shared with the JMCI Kindly 
ensure that the JMCI is again made aware of it prior to their proposed visit, so that they are 
fully aware of the efforts already made by local authorities in connection with this 
investigation based on information provided by J]vlCl. Local authorities have repeatedly 
emphasized that the island was under effective Japanese occupation during the dates of the 
alleged crash and alleged demise of Subhas Chandra Bose, and for some months thereafter, 
and that records may have been destroyed m the aftermath of World War II or taken by the 
Japanese colonial rulers to Japan 

We await further specific information from you regarding probable dates for this 


llO 


visit 



Yours sincerely 



(Vijay Gokhale) 
Director General 


Shri L D.Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs 


» 
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FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


JAN. 13 2005 06: 17PM PI 



Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Funner Principal Secretary (5 : 033-3252-2835, 2765/68 

to (he Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) Fax : 033-2252-2765 

Secretary e-mail : 

Justice Mukherjce Commission of Inquiry jmcinscb@cal3 vsml.net.in 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

B Block (3'° floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkala- 700087 

D.O.No. JMCI/Overscas Witness/2000-0 1/70 (IH)/369 January 1 3, 2005 


Deur 



I am directed to say that the Commission could not undertake its visit to 
Singapore, Taipei and other countries as the office order dated 6.1.05 of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs according sanction for the visit was received at a very late stage. 

India Taipei Association and the Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India, 
have informed the Commission that it will not be possible for the ITA to make 
arrangements for the visit to Taipei in February 2005 because of the Chinese New Year. 
The Commission has also been informed by the Joint Secretary (CNV), MEA that visit 
of the Commission to Saigon could not be arranged before the last week of February 
2005 . As the term of the Commission is going to expire on 14.0.5.05 the Commission 
wants to visit I aipei within this month. The ITA and the MEA have informed that local 
authorities in Taipei have agreed to receive the JMCI team and facilitate its visit to the 
best of their ability on 26 <h and 27 th January 2005. 

I am directed to say that the Commission wants to visit Taipei on January 26 and 
January 27, 2005 and for this it propose to wants to leave Kolkata by air on January 25, 
2005. The Commission proposes to go to Taipei straight from Kolkata by air either via 
Singapore or via Bangkok depending on the availability of flights. The Commission 
may reconsider its proposed visit to Kuala Lumpur and Singapore in the context of this 


FROM : jmc 



lines! development. If so necessary, visit to Malaysia and Singapore may be delinked 



from the visit to Taipei for the present and the question of visiting Kuala Lumpur. 


Singapore and Saigon may be considered at a later stage. The Commission, 1 am directed 
to say, gives utmost importance to visit to Taipei. 

The revised programme indicating the dates of arrival and departure is being sent 


shortly. Necessary approval to the programme and sanction for expenditure may be 
accorded by suitably modifying the order dated 6. 1.05 to enable the Commission to 
have sufficient time at its disposal to make necessary arrangements, namely, drawal of 
money to meet the expenditure in Taipei, drawal of cash allowance, obtaining visa etc. 

A copy of the d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol. XIIT dated 13.1.05 of Sri L. D. Ralte, 
Joint Secretary (CNV), MEA is enclosed. 


Yours 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


f.nclo: As above 


Sri Umesh Kalra 
Director (Security Division) 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, 

North Block, 

New Delhi 1 10 001 

D.O.No.jMCl/Ovcrseas Witness/2000-0 1/70 (III)/369/l (I) January 13, 2005 

Copy forwarded to Sri L.D.Ralte, Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of 
India, South Block, New Delhi- 1 10001 for information and 



(P K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


Dear 



13 January 2005 


This is further to my letter of 12 January 2004, regarding the proposed visit of 
the JMCI Team to Taipei. 

2. As the proposed site-visits and interactions with local agencies in Taipei 
required prior permission, the ITA had approached the local Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. The feedback received from the Foreign Ministry in Taipei on various 
points, as conveyed by the ITA, are listed below: - 

(i) Some of the places indicated by JMCI no longer exist. They can arrange 
visits to some of the places that still exist. 

(ii) No records, beyond those already made available by them, have been 
located. [Copies of available documents obtained by ITA were forwarded to 
JMCI vide letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI, dated March 09, 2004], They will 
permit JMCI to look at the originals of those documents. Their enquiries 
with other offices like the Taipei City Government and Ministry of 
Transportation and Communications have not unearthed any new 
documents. 

(iii) They can fix meetings for JMCI with the Taipei City Government and 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, if the JMCI would like to visit these offices 
despite the absence of any records relating to the case. 

(iv) The local authorities have tentatively agreed to receive the JMCI team and 

facilitate it’s visit, to the best of their abilities, on 26 and 27 January 

2005 . 

3. This Ministry would highly recommend that JMCI try their best to accept the 
above proposed dates. As informed earlier, please do note that ITA will not be able to 
incur any expenditure on behalf of the visiting JMCI team, which will have to carry 
necessary funds to take care of the likely expenses. 




Yours sincerely, 

(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 


Kolkata 700 087 

[Fax: 033-2252-2765] 


4 * m 
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A Copy for information to 


Shri Umesh Kalra, Director, NCB-II Section, Security Division, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, N. Delhi, w.r.t the aforementioned letter received from JMCI. A 
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TAI/ POL/ 1/2004 
Dear-^cJ^K. 


13 January 2005 


I refer to ray earlier fax message of 10 lh January regarding the 
purposed visit by JMCI to Taipei in the last week of January. They 
have asked us to suggest two days for their proposed visit, during 
which they wish to visit several places connected with the air crash 
and several official agencies, which, in their opinion, may have records 
or documents about the air crash. 



We will need to depend entirely upon the local authorities to help 
the JMCI. Several sites connected with the air crash no longer exist 
and others require prior permission to visit. Likewise proposed visits 
to official agencies require their prior concurrence. 

We have therefore approached the local Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to seek their assistance and cooperation during the purposed 
visit. They have informed us that: 

1 . Some of the places indicated by the JMCI no longer exist. They 
can arrange visits to some of the places which are still existing. 

2. No records, beyond those already made available by them, have 
been located. (Copies of documents which they were able to 
locate were sent to MEA vid letter no. TAI/ POL/ 1/2004 dated 
10 th January 2004). They will permit JMCI to look at the 
originals of those documents. Their enquiries with other offices 
like the Taipei City Government and Ministry of Transportation 
and Communications, have not unearthed any new documents. 

3. They can fix meetings for JMCI with the Taipei City Government 
and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, if the JMCI would like to visit 
these offices despite the absence of any records relating to the 
case. 

The local authorities have tentatively agreed to receive the JMCI 
and facilitate their visit to the best of their abilities on 26 and 27 
January. 


? 
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Please contact JMCI urgently. Kindly convey the information 
contained in our fax message of 10 th January and in this message. 
Please ask the JMCI to urgently confirm dates of their visit, flight 
timings, hotel and transport requirements and any other additional 
arrangements that need to be made. Please also underscore to JMCI 
that this office can not repeat not make any payments on their behalf 
during this visit. 



Yours sincerely, 



Mr. L. D. Ralte 
Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


Vijay Gokhale 
Director General 








L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 




D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


07 January 2005 


Dear 








Please refer to our letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated 18 October 2004 
regarding feedback received from our Mission in Kuala Lumpur with regard to 
the JMCI team’s visit. It was conveyed therein that the Mission, as part of its 
preparations for the visit, was trying to contact a prominent Malaysian-Indian 

Shri Dato G.S.Gill (brother of deceased Shri Amrik Singh Gill-a member of 
the INA). 


2. Responding to the Mission’s letter, Shri Dato G.S.Gill has indicated 
that he wishes to host a Lunch for the 2-member JMCI team during its visit to 
Kuala Lumpur. Kindly convey Commission’s acceptance/ consent by return 
fax, so that the Mission can be informed accordingly. 




Shri P.K.Sengupta 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

13’ Block (Third Floor), 11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 



Fax : 033-2252-2765 


] 


Yours sincerely, 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


o 


D.O. No. 25/4/ NGO-Vol.XIII 


07 January 2005 


Dear 



Please refer to my letter of even number dated 03 December 
2004 regarding the request of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry for assistance in accessing some documents said to be 
available in the archives of the Government of Vietnam. 

2. The JMCI team wishes to' access documents relating to Netaji 
during its forthcoming visit to Hanoi. We hope you would have 
already taken up the matter with the concerned authorities. Would 
appreciate if you could apprise us of the present status of the 
request. 



Yours sincerely, 



(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri N.Ravi, 

Ambassador of India, 
Hanoi 

Fax : 00-84-4-8244998 1 
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Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 
(Former Principal Secretary 


& : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

imcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 


to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

■B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


D.O.No.JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2000-01/70(III)/341 


January 4, 2005 


Dear 



I am directed to request you to refer to the d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated 30.12.2004 received by FAX at this end at about 5.30 p.m. on 30.12.2004 and to 
say that strangely enough the letter does not bear your signature or initial; nor does it 
appear to have been authenticated by a competent officer as true copy of the purported 
d o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 30.12.2004. Be that as it may, I am directed to 
inform you that till now the requisite approval of the proposed visit and sanction or 
expenditure to be incurred for the visit have not been received from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India. 

In this connection, I am to request you to kindly refer to the Commission’s letter 
No.JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-01/70(III)/291 dated 23.11.2004 addressed to Shri 
U.K. Kalra, Director (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, a copy of 
which was endorsed to you. This letter has also been referred to in the above quoted d.o. 
letter dated 30.12.2004. This letter was followed by JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(III)/304 dated 
02.12.2004 which was accompanied by the information sought for by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India, in the prescribed proforma. Till now no reply or 
response has been received from the Ministry of Home Affairs. 


You will definitely appreciate that until the requisite approval of the proposed 
tour to Taiwan and sanction for expenditure to be incurred for the tour are received from 
the Ministry of Home Affairs there is no question of furnishing further particulars in 
respect of the proposed tour to Taipai in addition to what has been already furnished to 
your Ministry and the Ministry of Home Affairs in this regard (vide Commissioner letters 
nos. 89/426 dated 22.01.04 and no 70(III)/291 dated 23.11.2004 and no 83(III)/304 dated 
02.12.2004). For the same reason specific information regarding the proposed tour has 
not yet been communicated to the India-Taipei Association. The Commission is of the 
opinion that exact dates of the proposed tour to Taiwan and specific information for a 
detailed programme cannot be furnished to the India-Taipei Association until and unless 
the tour is approved by the Ministry of Home Affairs. There is every likelihood of 
change in the dates of visit to Taipei for delay in receiving the approval of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. 


2 


0 

I am further directed to say that India-Taipei Association has not yet asked V for 
specific information for preparing a detailed programme and the last communicatin 
received from the India-Taipei Association by e-mail reads as follows : 

“We have been informed that JMCI will be in Taipei from 13-17 January 2005. 

In anticipation of your visit we have already booked two rooms for the Commission at 
Grand Hyatt and Far Eastern Plaza Hotel, (booking at one of the hotel can be cancelled 
after you have made your choice) 

2. Since it would be difficult for us make arrangements for the visit on a short 
notice, especially hiring of an interpreter etc., you are requested to intimate us about the 
arrangements to be made urgently. 

3. You are aware that you would be required to carry sufficient cash for making 
payments of all your bills in Taipei. Owing to the nature of this office we do not have 
any arrangement for debiting expenditures to offices in India.” 

It thus appears that India-Taipei Association has been making preparation 
anticipating that the proposed visit of the Commission to Taipei would be from January 
13to January 17, 2005. As the matter stands now, it is now well nigh impossible to stick 
to this provisional programme sent to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India 
for approval. 


However, the India-Taipei Association is being furnished with the necessary 
details of the proposed visit, viz., purpose of the visit, the places the Commission 
proposes to visit in Taipei, the records / documents it wants to have an access to and the 
persons proposed to examined / interviewed. 








Yours /3J * 

(P.K. Sengupta) 


Secretary 


Mr. L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, New Delhi 1 10 001 


D.O.No. JMCI/Overseas- Witness/20QQ-0 l/70(III)/34 1/1(1) 


January 4, 2005 


Copy forwarded to Shri U.K. Kalra, Director, Sbeurity Division, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, North Block, New Delhni 1 10001 for inform&tiQn and necessary action 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


Proceedings dated December 9, 2004 ( 31 st ) 

Held at Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 

166, Chitta Ranjan Avenue, Kolkata-700007 

O rder 1 

December 09, 2004 

In my order dated June 7, 2001 I had observed that necessary order regarding 
claim of privilege of the Government of India in respect of the documents listed in the 
affidavit dated November 29, 2000 of Sri Jarnail Singh, a Joint Secretary in the office of 
the Prime Minister, read with the supplementary affidavit dated January 16, 2001 of 
Sri Nand Kishore Singh, Secretary in the Prime Minister’s Office, and in the 
supplementary affidavit dated April 27, 2001 of Sri Kamal Pande, Secretary to the 
Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs would be passed after the 
Commission's visit to England to peruse relevant records in the British Libraries and 
examine certain persons in England. While making the above observation I had held that 
the documents pertaining to the identity of Mrs. Anita Puff, daughter of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, were not relevant to the terms of reference and had accordingly directed 
that the same might be sent back. 

After return from England it was felt by me that all relevant documents and files 
relating to the terms of reference as made available to the Commission from time to time 
by different agencies including Government of India are also required to be studied 
before deciding the claim of privilege. Now that such study is over, I proceed to pass the 
necessary order. To enable me to do so I have carefully gone through each of the 
documents in respect of which privilege has been claimed and correlated the same with 
other documents lying with us till date. 

In view of the earlier order dated June 7, 2001 the documents in respect of which 
claim of privilege subsists deal with the following issues 

i) Controversy regarding Netaji’s death; 

ii) Bringing the ashes of Netaji kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan to India; 
and 

iii) Posthumous announcement of Award of Bharat Ratna to Netaji. 

The documents in question contain notes/minutes prepared by officers of the 
Ministries concerned, and notes for the Committees of Secretaries / Cabinet expressing 
their opinion and suggesting courses of action on basis of the materials available to them 
on the above issues Since those materials are available to this Commission also - besides 
other materials - and since independent of the opinions / views expressed in the 
documents in question and without being in anyway influenced thereby this Commission 
has to form its own opinion, this Commission is of the view that the documents in 
question are neither necessary nor relevant for answering the terms of reference of this 
inquiry. Resultantly, the question whether the claim of privilege in respect thereof is 
justified or not need not be answered. With these observations the applications seeking 


claim of privilege are disposed of. Let the above documents be segregated from other 
documents in the files examined and returned to the respective Ministries. 
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JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 


Proceedings dated 09.12.2004 (31 st ) held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, 
Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata-700007. 

Order 2 

December 09, 2004 

Slid Tarakeswar Pal. Advocate, representing the Government of India, Smt. 
Chandrayee Alam, Advocate, appearing for the deponents of JMCI/23 & 45, Shri 
Keshab Bhattacharyee, Advocate, appearing for the Deponents of JMCI/19 and Shri 
Rudrajyoti Bhattacharyee, Advocate, appearing for the deponent of JMC1/11 are 
present. 

Eight witnesses were summoned for examination / further examination today 
of whom, live are present. They are : (1) Smt. Manwati Arya, (2) Shri J. K. Dutta, (3) 
Shri Kamal Dutta, (4) Shri Gorachand Dey, and (5) Shri Subrata Bose. First four of 
them have been examined as CWS 122, 123, 124 and 125 respectively. One news- 
paper clipping has been identified by the CW 123. Shri J. K. Dutta and marked as 
Exhibit 284. Shri Subrata Bose (CW. 72) has been further examined. Letters in five 
sheets of paper earlier marked collectively as Exhibits 276/1 series have been 
identified and proved by him. These are now numbered as Exhibits 276/1, 276/ 1(a), 
276/ 1(b), 276/ 1(c) and 276/l(d). The affidavit filed by Shri Kamal Dutta (CW124) 
before this Commission and his signature thereon have been marked Exhibits 285 and 
285/1 respectively. 

Regarding service of summon upon the three absentee witnesses, it appears 
that there is no satisfactory proof of service of summons upon Shri Amar Singh (since 
retired) and Shri Dibyajyoti Base. Let these two witnesses be summoned again for 
their examination on the next date of hearing on January 07, 2005'. Shri Amar Singh 
be also be directed to show cause why appropriate legal action should not be taken 
against him for his failure / refusal to appear before this Commission on October 15, 
2004. 


Dr. V. K. Kashyap, who was absent without any intimation on the last date of 
hearing on October 15, 2004 inspite of service of summons through his office, is also 
absent today without intimation inspite of similar service of fresh summons upon him. 
He has also not responded to the notice (served upon him along with the summons 
for appearance today) calling upon him to show cause why appropriate legal action 
should not be taken against him for his failure / refusal to appear before the 
Commission on the last date i.e., October 15, 2004. Since the evidence of Dr. 
Kashyap is material and since this Commission has reason to believe that he has, 
without lawful excuse, failed to attend in compliance with such summons, this 
Commission, in exercise of its powers under Section 4(a) of the Commission of 
Inquiry Act, 1952 read with Order XVI Rule 10 (3) of the Code of Civil Procedure 
1908, direct that a warrant of arrest with a bail of Rs. 500/- be issued for his 
appearance / production before this Commission on the next date of hearing which is 
fixed on January 07, 2005. He is also directed to show cause why a fine not exceeding 
Rs. 500/- should not be imposed upon him for his failure to appear on two successive 
occasions viz. 15. 10.2004 and this day in accordance with Order XVI Rule 12 of the 
said Code. The Commissioner of Police , Kolkata, is directed to ensure execution of 
the warrant. 


Shri Satyabrata Tapadar, one of the deponents, has filed a supplementary 
affidavit on August 20, 2004 wheieiu he has, inter alia, asked this Commission to 
summon the persons named therein for examination by this Commission. As far back 
as on 20.01 .2000 he had filed a statement supported by an affidavit in response to the 
public notice issued by the Commission and since then he has filed six supplementary 
affidavits. When Shri Tapadar, who is present today, is asked to justify the filing of 
the present one, he could not offer a valid reason. Apart from the fact that the affidavit 
is a very belated one, it does not contain any new or sufficient material to persuade 
this Commission to entertain the same and, for that matter, to examine any of the 
persons mentioned therein. The prayer is rejected. Let the affidavit be treated as filed. 

All files and photo copies of files received officially in the ordinary course of 
official business and not already marked as Exhibits be marked as Exhibits dispensing 
with formal proof of those files and photo copies of files. 

Let seven photographs along with the CD ROM of the photos received 
officially in due course of official business from Shri C. Rajsekhar, First Secretary, 
and Shri D. Armstrong Changsan, Second Secretary, both of the Indian Mission in 
Japan, and their forwarding letter no. Nil dt. November 12, 2002 signed by both of 
them and also the original d o. letter no. 25/4/NGO/Vol.IX dt. 23.09.2003 of Sm. 
Ruchi Ghanashyam, the then Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, received 
officially in due course of official business, be marked as Material Exhibits 
(Photographs) XXV, XXV(a) to (f) and XXVI (CD ROM) and Documents Exhibits 
286 and 287 respectively, dispensing with formal proof of those eight photographs, 
the CD ROM and two letters. 

Let a copy of the relevant portion of this Order be sent to Shri Rakesh, Joint 
Secretary (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India for, 'causing service on 
Dr. V. K. Kashyap for his compliance. 



Chairman 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


07 January 2005 


Dear>^ J*y*yJ* , 


This refers to correspondence regarding proposed visit of the JMCI Team to 
Taipei. We understand that you have informed the India Taipei Association 
(ITA) of the postponement of the visit from 13-17 January 2005 to a later 
date. 

2. The ITA has indicated that they had received from you a long list of 
places that the team intends to visit and the witnesses it wishes to examine. 
It has already been pointed out that the witnesses who are proposed to be 
examined, are either deceased or are untraceable. 

3. In the event of a revised travel programme being contemplated, the 
ITA has advised against the scheduling of the JMCI team’s visit to Taipei in 
February 2005, in view of the ensuing Chinese New Year holidays. 
Normally at this time, no one is available in Taiwan, either before or after 
the long holidays. The ITA has also requested for being given at-least 2 
months’ notice for making the requisite arrangements for the visit. The 
revised dates of the visit as and when finalised may please be intimated to 
the ITA as well as this Ministry. 



Yours sincerely. 



Shri P.K.Sengupta 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 1 1 / A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 

[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of inquiry 

pgr Inouiry Int o the Alleged Disappearance op Chairmw - 2252-2836 

NKTA.II SlJBtlAS C IIANORA BOSK. NV.-.r l.,ry 2252 2767 

'B' Block, (Third Hooi) Special Duly -2252-2765 

I I/A Mll/a Cilia lib Sued, Kolkaia-700087 Office -2252-2766/66 


C'liiail )mcinscbfa!calT vsnl.net in 
January 7, 2005 




C \s 0112252-27(0 

NO JMCI/OversEAS-Witness/2000-01/70(III)/348 

I roni Shri P.K. Senj'iipta, WIUIJS (Retd.) 

Secretary 

To 

Shn L I) Raltey 
Joint Secretary (C&V) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi- 110 001 


Sub Visi t of the Commission to Taipei and some orther places 
Ref : Your d o letter No 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII dated 30/1/2004 
Dear Sir, 


Please refer to your above-quoted d o letter a copy of which was received by fax 
in the evening of 30/12/2004 

I am directed to send herewith a copy of the Commission’s letter 
No.JMCl/Overseas-Witness/2000-01/70(IJT)/I dated 5/01/2005 and its enclosures for 
information and necessary action 


Yours faithfull 


Enel 5 sheets 


No JMCI/OVERSEAS-WlTNESS/2000-01f70(lll)/348 /I 





(P K.Sengupta) 
Secretary 


January 7, 2005 


Copy forwarded to Shn U K Kalra 

Director, Security Division' 

Ministry of Home AJTairs 
North Block 

New Delhi - for information and nhijessary action 


Enel 5 sheets 


(P K.Seheupta) 
SecretaJ 1 
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FROM : JMCI 


FAX NO. 1 091 033 25? ?7fi5 

JUSTICt MUKHkNJCr ~~ - ^ 

,-OK iNfOlHt AlUfiCOO.SAPPfARANOt OF 

Ni l A ll SUBHaS ( 'MaNI)Ka Bose. 

Q’ lilock, ( I l»trd Floor) 

1 1//\ M»/<» Ghalih Sited. Kolkaia-700087 
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Sectary ■ 2252-2767 

Officer on 

SptYwl Onty • 22S2-27b5 

Off,* - 2252-2786/® 


!-■ NX ()■>; 2 >57-27(0 


No JMC I/Overseas-Witness/ 20001 -01/70(lll)/1 


e-mail imcmscb(/7)cil^ v snl rvctm 
January 5, 2005 



From Shri P.K. Senguptii, 
Secretary 


fo 

Shri 1 D Bhutia , Assistant Director 
India Taipei Association, Taipei 
R N 2010, TWTC International Trade Building 
33.1, Keeking Road Section 1, Taipei, Taiwan 
Ph 886-2 - 27576112/3, Fax 886-2-2757611 

Sub Visit of the Commission to Taipei 

Dear Sir, 

1 am to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter No Tai/Pol/ 1/2004 dated 
January 4, 2005, received by e-mail I am directed to say that the Commission regrets the 
inconvenience caused to you by booking hotel accommodation in pursuance of the provisional 
programme of the Commission and subsequently cancelling the booking. 1 am attaching 
herewith a copy of my D O. letter No JMCI/Overseas-01/70(III)/341 dated January 4,2005 
addressed to Shri L D. Raltey, Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, with a copy endorsed to the Ministry of Home Affairs From this letter you will be able to 
know the latest position with regard to the proposed tour of the Commission to Taipei and some 
other countries of Asia As the matter stands now, there is no possibility of sticking to the 
provisional programme sent to the Government for approval You will be informed of the 
final programme of the Commission after receipt of the approval of the Government. 

However for convenience in drawing up a detailed programme during the days of visit 
of the Commission at Taipei, 1 am directed to furnish below all relevant information: - 


i) The places in Taipei the Commission wants to visit for the^purpose of the inquiry 

a) Taihoku Airport, the site of an alleged crash of a Japanese plane allegedly carrying 
Subhas Chandra Bose and a few others on August 18, 1945, 

b) Nan Mon (Nam Mong) Military Hospital, Taihoku, Formosa, where Subhas Chandra 
Bose allegedly died as a result of the injuries allegedly sustained by him in the 
alleged plane crash on August 18, 1945 


c) 


Municipal Crematorium, Taipei where the alleged dead body of Subhas Chandra 
Bose was allegedly cremated. 


d) Bureau of Health and Hygiene, Taipei Municipal Office (the alleged Cremation 
Certificate regarding the alleged cremation of the alleged dead body of Subhas 
Chandra Bose allegedly issued by the Bureau of Health and Hygiene, Taipei), 
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FROM : JMCI 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


*> 


c) llokuio Military Hospital (Col Uitbibut Rahainan and some other alleged victims of 
I ho alleged plane crash were allegedly transferred to that hospital) 


I lie Commission wants to examine records and documents, if available, relating to the 
alleged aircrash and the alleged death of Subhas Chandra Bose In particular, the 
Commission wants to visit the office of the iion’blc Mayor of Taipei, City Archives of 
Taipei and the office of the Minister of MOTC to examine records/documents, if 
available, relating to the alleged aircrash and the alleged death of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and also to verify the authenticity of certain information received through 
electronics media (e-mail) The Commission also wants to have access to the 
records/documents, if any, relating to the same matter in the ROC Foreign Ministry and 
Hislorica Sinica 

The witnesses proposed to be examined 

A list of the persons proposed to be examined in Taipei is attached herewith. Besides 
them, the Commission may also examine those persons who may come forward in response to 
the notice of the Commission already published in newspapers in Taipei 

1 am directed to request you to kindly help the Commission by drawing up a 
programme so that the aforesaid purpose of the visit may be completed within 3 days 

With regards. 


F.nclo As above (Two) 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary, 


w) 


rS 
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FROM : JMCl 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 

fv^U. M'’ 'i 


q(im) 



r-radyol Kumar Sengupla , 

(t <trm<T 1’nm.ijuil Sof » ten'.' 

Id i he G'mcrnmcnl of West lieu^al. Judici.il Dt partition) 
Srnclinv' 

Justice Mukherjec Commission ol* Inquiry 

I itf inquiiy inio (lie alleged disapjtc.iraucc «f 

Neiiijj Subhas Chandra Hose, Appointed by the Govt of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

S' Rlock (3" 1 floor), 1 1/A Mirca Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

D O No JMCI/Overscas- Witness/2000-0 1/70(III)/341 


Dear 


£T 033-2252-2835, 2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail 

iiiK iiiH hri c d ' \ Mil not. u> 


January 4, 2005 



r.V/ • 

v /, / * 

V * * 


I am directed to request you to refer to the d o. letter No 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIIl 
dated 30 12 2004 received by FAX at this end at about 5.30 p.m. on 30.12.2004 and to 
say that strangely enough the letter does not bear your signature or initial, nor does it 
appear to have been authenticated by a competent officer as true copy of the purported v ... 

do letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol XIII dated 30.12.2004. Be that as it may, I am directed to ' i V.-^.s] 
inform you that till now the requisite approval of the proposed visit and sanction or 
expenditure to be incurred lor the visit have not been received from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India . ‘ 




., . .w- ; 


In this connection, I am to request you to kindly refer to the Commission’s letter 
No JMCI/Ovcrscas- Witnesses/2000-0 1 /70(II()/291 dated 23 11.2004 addressed to Shri 
IJ.K Kali a, Director (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, a copy of 
which was endorsed to you. This letter has also been referred to in the above quoted d o. 
letter dated 30 1 2 2004 This letter was followed by JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(1II)/304 dated 
02.12 .2004 which was accompanied by the information sought for by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India, in the prescribed proforma Till now no reply or 
response has been received from the Ministry of Home Affairs 1 ' 

You will definitely appreciate that until the requisite approval of the proposed 
tour 10 Taiwan and sanction for expenditure to be incurred for the tour are received from 
the Ministry of Home Affairs there is no question of furnishing further particulars in 
respect of the proposed tour to Taipai in addition to what has been already furnished to 
your Ministry and the Ministry of Home Affairs in this regard (vide Commissioner letters 
nos. 89/420 dated 22 01.04 and no 70(11I)/291 dated 23 1 1.2004 and no 83(III)/304 dated 
02 12 2004) For the same reason specific information regarding the proposed tour has 
not yet been communicated to the lndia-Taipei Association The Commission is of the 
opinion that exact dates of the proposed tour to Taiwan and specific information for a 
detailed programme cannot he furnished to the lndia-Taipei Association until and unless 
the tour is approved by the Ministry of Home Affairs. There is every likelihood of 
change in the dates of visit to Taipei for delay in receiving the approval of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs « + 
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I am further directed to say that India-Taipei Association has not yet asked for 
specific information for preparing a detailed programme and the last communicaiin 
received from the India-Taipei Association by e-mail reads as follows 

“We have been informed that JMCI will be in Taipei from 13-17 January 2005 
In anticipation of your visit we have already booked two rooms for the Commission at 
Grand Hyatt and Far Eastern Plaza Hotel (booking at one of the hotel can be cancelled 
after you have made your choice) 

2. Since it would be difficult for us make arrangements for the visit on a short 
notice, especially hiring of an interpreter etc., you arc requested to intimate us about the 
arrangements to be made urgently 

3. You are aware that you would be required to carry sufficient cash for making 
payments of all your bills in Taipei Owing tothe nature of this office we do not have any 
arrangement for debiting expenditures to offices in India ” 

It thus appears that India-Taipei Association has been making preparation 
anticipating that the proposed visit of the Commission to Taipei would be from January 
1 3to January 17, 2005. As the matter stands now, it is now well nigh impossible to stick 
to this provisional programme sent to the Ministry ol'IIome Affairs, Government oflndia 
for approval. 

However, the India-Taipei Association is being furnished with the necessary 
details of the proposed visit, viz., purpose of the visit, the places the Commission 
proposes to visit in Taipei, the records / documents it wants to have an access to and the 
persons proposed to examined / interviewed. 

# 

Yours 


Secretary 

Mr L D Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, New Delhi 1 10 00 1 


P K. Sengupta) 


DO.No.JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2000-01/70(III)/34I/l(l) 


January 4, 2005 


, u >y, Copy forwarded to Shri U K Kali a, Director, Security Division, Ministry of Home 

S\ A Affairs, North Block, New Delhni 1 10001 for information and necessary action 
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FAX NO. 
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091 033 252 2765 
TAIWAN. 
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13 , 


I i i » ’ •./ i' . .v. t : .• LLo from the plain typed copies 

m.- • c-. orUed by the Khoola Co minis*; ion. 

!'• . I , . M>> y < *•* - }:«.• was examined at Taipei on 13.7,73 

-.n : U-: p'v-cJ *. h t «*; working in tho PWD of Taipei 
i'Uy i; uv <:,i. :;i . -a; *t that: tune. On August. 10. 1945 he was 
In tin. ,.!iK.i/tu t auction of the Japanese army. 

Jji; . _j VI lt! ~ -n. mined on July 13. 1973 at Taipei. No 

i*u i lie t. p.irticuiam cue- available. 

Mi . I.. .In Chun ch. yi - Examined on 13.7.73 at Taipei. He 
deposed tFini. Tie was in the Japaneoo Intelligence Bureau 
in Houlnu-in where he wan working in the confidential 
sect ion,. 

Hr . T.,u lOio 1 i w «? - Examined on 13.7.73 at Taipei. No 

further particulars arc available. 

Iju C liaii g Cn u n - He was examined on 13.7.73 and. on 

that d.iy he deposed that he Owned a small electrical shop. 

He ret. . I rod a n an employee of the Taiwan Electric Co. 

hi :. I. In C huan - He deposed that in 194 5 he was in the 
(Jcnerol A I r l'orce Hospital No. 8. He claimed to be 46 years 
old on 13.7.73. 

Hr. k.vj run T: umu - Ho was examined on 14.7.73 and on that 
day Fio claimed to be 46 years old. He further stated that 
ho was a mechanic working at Taipei International Airport. 

In 1945 he was a soldier in Unit no. 12807. -• 

Hr . Ha y Yui>. Pang - He was examined on 14.7.73 and claimed 
h>. was 4b years old. He further deposed that he was working 
in tho Airport Personnel Office for about 16 years. 

Mr . i Juk i Chin Yen - He wqs examined on 16.7.73. On that 
day he deposed that he was 4 6 years old and Chairman of 
L.F.Gac. He was in the Japanese Military police in 1944-45. 

M r. R am S w a r u p - On 17.7.73 he deposed before the Khosla 
Coir.in.iesion that he was a Journalist and landlord of 167. 
Jorbagh, New Delhi. He further claimed to have hie own 
news agency having input buoiness with Taiwan. He deposed 
that, he acted as Secretary to the First Indian Parliamentary 
Delegation which visited Taiwan on JUne 6. 1964. 

H r. Y . R .Tseng - He was examined on 17.7.73 and he deposed 
that he was 43 years old working in the Taipei City Oovt. 
a": cri Engineer in the Survey and Architect Department. 

M r. Pr .lt. am Sing h - He deposed on 17.7-73 that he was 
Managing Director and Partner of Harelila (Taiwan) 

Commercial Service Ltd. and Adviser to Metalware (Taiwan) 



10 . 

1 x . 

12 . 

13 , 


Dr, Lin - He acted as the Liaison Officer when a team 
of Members of th? Parliament of India visited Taipei 
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Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 
NCB-II 
• •• 

New Delhi, dated 06.1.2005. 
OFFICE ORDER 



Subject: Proposed visit of JMCI to Taipei (Taiwan), Singapore, Malaysia , 

Thailand and Vietnam to enquire into the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Sanction of the Competent Authority is hereby accorded in respect of Justice 
Shri M.K. Mukherjee (Retd.) Chairman and Shri P.K. Sengupta Secretary, Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to visit Taipei (Taiwan), Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (Malaysia), Bangkok( Thailand) and Saigon(Vietnam) for the purpose of 
inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

2. The deputation will be from 11.1.2005 to 24.1.2005(including journey time). 
The period of deputation will be as on duty. 

3. Chairman and Secretary Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry have 
been sanctioned the following during their tour abroad:- 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 

e) 


f) 


Pay & Allowances: 


The pay and allowances will be drawn as 
usual in Rupees in India. 


Air fare (Tickets to 
be purchased by cash 
India directly) 


Chairman-First Class 
Secretary-club class 


Airport Tax & 
Visa fees: 


As per actual to each 


Cash Allowances: 


US$772.5 each. 


Transport, Hotel & 
interpreter etc. 


to be arranged by 

Indian Embassy except Taipei(Taiwan) 
where expenditure on such 
arrangements has to be incurred by 
the Chairman, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission on actual basis. 


Contingencies Rs.2600/- to Chairman only. 

@ Rs.200/- per day 
for 13 days subject to 
actual stay. 


4. Other entitlements will be as laid down in the Ministry of Finance 

O.M.No.l9036/7/83-LE.IV dated 7.11.84 as amended from time to time. 


5. Sanction is also accorded for drawal of advance of cash allowance as 
admissible to Chairman, Secretary, Commission of Inquiry. 

6. The expenditure will be met from the sanctioned budget Grant of the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry during the year 2004-2005. 


7. Sanction order is issued with the concurrence of Ministry of 
Finance(Deptt. of Expenditure) vide their Dy. No.U.O. No.05/E.IV/05-DC, dated 
6.1.05 and MHA’s IFD Dy No.l813/Fin.I/04, dated 20.12.04. 

: flffcSrZUHA) 

DESK OFFICER. 



No.I/1 20 1 4/6/200 1 -IS(D-III)/N CB-II, Dated the 06.1.2005 

1. Accounts Officer, Regional Pay & Accounts Office(CISF, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, 1 5/1 ,Chowringhee Square, 4 th Floor, Kolkata-700069 

2. Justice Shri M.K. Mukherjee, Chairman, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
’B’ Block (Third Floor), ll/A,Mirza Ghalib Street , Kolkata-700087 

3. Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’Block (Third Floor), 11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087. 

Shri L.D. Ralte, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 

5. Cash-I /Cash-II Section, MHA, New Delhi. 

6. Finance-I Desk, MHA, New Delhi. 

7. Ministry of Finance, Department of Expenditure(E-IV), North Block, New Delhi. 

8. Embassy of India, Singapore. 

9. Embassy of India, Kula Lumpur (Malaysia). 

10. Embassy of India, Bankok(Thailand). 

11. Embassy of India, Saigon (Vietnam). 

12. Indian Taipei Association, Taipei 2010, TWTC, International Trade Building, Taipei, 
Taiwan. 


DESK OFFICER. 




L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


TTTTi ^ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


12 January 2005 


Dear ^ 

This is in continuation of correspondence resting with my letter dated 
07 January 2004, regarding the proposed visit of the JMCI Team to Taipei. 

2. In the context of the proposed ensuing visit, the India-Taipei 
Association (ITA) has again highlighted the results of its efforts to obtain 
information sought by JMCI after liaising with local Taiwanese authorities 
and agencies. ITA had identified several constraints and difficulties in 
pursuing investigations in Taiwan, in the context of the specific 
requirements spelt out by the JMCI. The details have already been conveyed 
to the Commission on different occasions in the past. However, the same is 
summarised again hereunder, for your information and record 

(A) Places of visit related to alleged aircrash/ alleged demise. 

(a) Taihoku Airport : It is now the domestic airport (Song Shan). Visit 
to the airport is feasible but requires government permission. The 
physical layout of this airport has changed over the years. Earlier 
enquiries by ITA in 2002 indicated that nobody was aware of the 
precise site of the crash. 

(b) The Nam Mong Military Hospital : The site no longer exists. 

(c) The Municipal Crematorium building in Taipei where the body of 
Netaji was allegedly cremated does not exist anymore. The site is 
now a public park. 

(d) Bureau of Health & Hygiene. Taipei Municipal Office. Taipei: 

The Taipei Municipal authorities were not aware that such an 
office existed previously- No records appear to be available. 

(e) Hokutu Military Hospital , currently known as the National Force 
Bei Tou Military Hospital, has no records older than 1992. 
Inquiries indicated that all records prior to 1992 have already 
been destroyed. 

(B) Records and Documents in connection with alleged aircrash/ 

alleged demise 

ITA’s inquiries with local authorities indicated that three original 
documents sought by the JMCI- (i) Record of Cremation permits 
issued in August 1945, (ii) Application for Cremation Permit filed 
by Dr. Taneyashi Yashimi for alleged cremation of Bose / Ichiro Okiro, 
and (iii) Original Death Certificate issued in the name of Bose/ 
Ichiro Okiro- are NOT available with Taiwanese authorities. [Details/ 


, 

Copies of available documents obtained by ITA were forwarded \o 
JMCI vide letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI, dated March 09, 2004], 

(Cl Alleged Witnesses related with alleged aircrash / alleged demise. 

It was conveyed that the Taiwanese authorities had not been able to 
locate the specific witnesses sought by the Commission. Based on 
their enquiries, the local authorities in Taipei had indicated that none 
of witnesses mentioned in the list provided by JMCI, appear to be 
traceable. It has been pointed out that the witnesses proposed to be 
examined are either deceased or are untraceable. It may also be 
mentioned that JMCI had placed advertisements in local Taiwanese 
newspapers in March 2004- requesting potential witnesses to come 
forward. JMCI would be aware of the response/ feedback. 

3. Local authorities have repeatedly emphasized that the island was 
under effective Japanese occupation during the dates of the alleged crash 
and alleged demise of Subhas Chandra Bose, and for some months 
thereafter, and that records may have been destroyed in the aftermath of 
World Ware II or taken by the Japanese colonial rulers to Japan. 

4. The above information is being reiterated so that the Commission is 
fully aware of the efforts already made by local authorities in Taipei to assist 
in the investigation. 


Yours sincerely, 

/ 

(L.D.Ralte) 

Shri P.K.Sengupta 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 

[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 


Copy for information to 

Shri Umesh Kalra, Director, NCB-II Section, Security Dlfi sion, Ministry 
of Home Affairs, North Block, N. Delhi, w.r.t the afjpfc^nentioned letter 
received from JMCI. 
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No. Tai/Pol/1/2004 


10 January 2005 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 



Dear 


'fat**, 




Reference our telecon earlier today regarding probable visit by JMCI later this 
month to Taipei. 

2. I would like to draw your attention to the correspondence with this office in the 
past two years. Based on information provided by JMCI, ITA has liaised with local 
authorities and provided the following information to you, which we presume is now 
available with the Commission: 

(A) Places of Visit related to the alleged aircrash / alleged demise 


# 

(V\ 




w J 


(a) Taihoku Airport: It is now the domestic airport (Song Shan). Visit to the airport is 
feasible but requires government permission The physical layout of this airport has 
changed over the years. Earlier enquiries by this office in 2002 indicated that nobody was 
aware of the precise site of the crash 



(b) Nam Nlong Military Hospital: This site no longer exists Earlier inquiries by this office 
indicated that its precise site was not identifiable. 

a 

(c) Municipal Crematorium: This building does not exist. The site is now a public park 


(d) Bureau of Health and Hygiene, Taipei Municipal Office, Taipei: Earlier inquiries by 
this office in 2002 with the Taipei Municipal authorities indicate that they are not aware 
that such an office had existed previously, and no records appear to be available. 

(e) Hokutu Military Hospital: currently known as the National Force Bei Tou Military 
Hospital. Earlier inquines made by this office indicated that all records prior to 1992 have 
already been destroyed 


(This information was communicated vide fax from ITA dated 9.9.2002) 

(B1 Records and Documents in connection with alleged aircrash j alleged demise 

Our earlier inquiries with local authonnes indicate that three original documents sought by 
JMCI - Record of Cremation Permits issued in August 1945, Application for Cremation 
Permit filed by Dr. Taneyashi Yashimi for alleged cremation of Bose / Ichiro Okiro, and 
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original Death Certificate issued in the name of Bose / Ichiro Okiro are NOT available 
with Taiwanese authorities. Copies of documents that they have been able to trace were 
provided to ITA and forwarded to Ministry vide letter No. Tai/Pol/1/2004 dated 10 
February 2004. 

(C) Alleged Witnesses related with alleged aircrash / alleged demise 

Based on enquiries done by local authorities on the list of alleged witnesses earlier 
provided by JMCI, the local authorities had given feedback, indicating that none of them 
appear to be traceable. This information is available with Ministry vide this office's fax 
dated 20 August 2002 and letter No. Tai/Pol/1/2004 dated 10 May 2004. We are also 
aware that JMCI had placed advertisements in the newspapers on 19 March 2004 asking 
potential witnesses to come forward, and are not aware as to what response the JMCI has 
received as a result of those notices in the media 


We presume that this information has already been shared with the JMCI. Kindly 
ensure that the JMCI is again made aware of it prior to their proposed visit, so that they are 
fully aware of the efforts already made by local authorities in connection with this 
investigation based on information provided by JMCI. Local authorities have repeatedly 
emphasized that the island was under effective Japanese occupation during the dates of the 
alleged crash and alleged demise of Subhas Chandra Bose, and for some months thereafter, 
and that records may have been destroyed in the aftermath of World War IT or taken by the 
Japanese colonial rulers to Japan 


visit 


Wc await further specific information from you regarding probable dates for this 





Yours sincerely 

WUU- 


(Vijay Gokhale) 
Director General 

Shn L.D.Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs 
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FAX 


From: Foreign New Delhi 

To: Indembassy Hanoi 

Indembassy Singapore 
Indembassy Bangkok 

Hicomind Kuala Lumpur 

No of Pages: 1 

Date: 10 January 2005 


HOM from Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Justice Mukherfee Commission of Inquiry for inquiry into the death 

of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


In continuation of our earlier messages this is to inform that the 
JMCI has had to postpone their tour programme due to unavoidable 
circumstances. 


2. A fresh set of dates is being proposed between 26 January to 3 
February 2005. 


3. JMCI wishes to apologize for inconvenience caused to Missions. 
They will revert with exact dates for each location as soon as possible. 
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From: Foreign New Delhi 

To: Ittdembassy Hanoi 

Indembassy Singapore 
Indembassy Bangkok 
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Date: 10 January 2005 


HOM from Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Justice Mukherlec Commission of Inquiry for inquiry into the death 

of Wetaii Subhas Chandra Boae 

In continuation of our earlier messages this is to inform that the 
JMCI has had to postpone their tour programme due to unavoidable 
circumstances . 


2. A fresh set of dates is being proposed between 26 January to 3 
February 2005. 


3. JMCI wishes to apologize for inconvenience caused to Missions. 
They will revert with exact dates for each location as soon as possible. 
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Prom: Foreign New Delhi 

To: lndemba8sy Hanoi 

Indembassy Singapore 
Indembassy Bangkok 

Hie o mind Kuala Lumpur 

No of Pages: 1 

Date: 10 January 2005 


HOM from Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for inquiry into the doth 

of Netaii Subbaa Chandra Bose 


In continuation of our earlier messages this is to inform that the 
JMCI has had to postpone their tour programme due to unavoidable 
circumstances. 

2. A fresh set of dates is being proposed between 26 January to 3 

February 2005. ' 

3. JMCI wishes to apologize for inconvenience caused to Missions. 
They will revert with exact dates for each location as soon as possible.' 
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From: Foreign New Delhi 

To: Indembassy Hanoi 

Indembassy Singapore 
Indembassy Bangkok 

Hicomind Kuala Lumpur 

No of Pages: 1 

Date: lO January 2005 


HOM from Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Jnatice M" fc *»er|ee Commission of Inouiry for Inquiry into the death 

of Netati Snfrhaa Chandra Boae 


In continuation of our earlier messages this is to inform that the 
JMCI has had to postpone their tour programme due to unavoidable 
circumstances 

2. A ff.esh set of dates is being proposed between 26 January to 3 
February 2005. 

3. JMCI wishes to apologize for inconvenience caused to Missions. 
They will revert with exact dates for each location as soon as possible. 
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Most Immediate 


FAX 


From: Foreign New Delhi 

To: Indembassy Hanoi 

Indembassy Singapore 
Indembassy Bangkok 

Hicomind Kuala Lumpur 

No of Pages: 1 

Date: 10 January 3005 


HOM from Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Justice Mnfctieriee Commission of Inquiry for inquiry into the death 

of Nctkji Subhaa Chandra Bose 
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In contimaation of our earlier messages this is to inform that -the 
JMCI has had to postpone their tour programme due to unavoidable 
circumstances. 

2. A fresh set of dates is being proposed between 26 January to 3 
February 2005. 

3. JMCI wishes to apologize for inconvenience caused to Missions. 
They will revert with exact dates for each location as soon as possible. 
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FROM : JMC1 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


JAN. 10 2005 11 :57AM PI 



wiq *4 r&a 



Pradyo! Kumar Sengupta , 

(Fortner Principal SeercUry 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra ftose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

B' Block (3 rt floor) ,11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kol kata- 70008 7 



(5 033-2252-2835, 2765/68 

Fax 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3 vsnl.net in 
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INDIA HIGH COMM. 
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I/X’S 


Ravi Bangar 

Deputy High Commissioner 



High Commission of India 
31 Grange Road, Singapore 239702 
Tel : 62382521(DID), 67376777 
Fax: 67321416, 67326909 
Email ihcdhc@flacific.iietsq 
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Fax Message 


Ref No 


Date 

10 th January 2005 

To 

Shri L.D. Ralte, JS(CNV) 

ME A, New Delhi 

From 

Ravi Bangar 

Deputy High Commissioner 

C.C. 


No. of transmitted pages : 1 


Please refer to your fax of 07 December 2004 regarding visit of Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) to Singapore. 

As per the itinerary enclosed with your above mentioned fax, the JMCI was to 
reach Singapore on 11 th January 2005. We have not heard either from the Ministry or 
JMCI confirming the date of the visit while we have made accommodation, transport 
arrangements, etc. We have also not received detailed programme from JMCI/MEA as 
mentioned in your fax. I have seen reports in Indian media to the effect that JMCI Visit 
has been cleared by MHA and that the Commission would go on a two-week visit to 
this region beginning January 25. 

I shall appreciate if confirmed Itinerary, delegation details, programme etc are 
sent to us quickly for making necessary arrangements. 


h 

(Ravi 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LU WIPUR 

CS© KU A/P/1 63/0 1/03 


10 January 2005 


FAX 


CRASH 

CRASH 

CRASH 


To: Foreign New Delhi 

(Fax: 00-9 1-1 1-23792285) 

Joint Secretary (CNV) from First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 


Sub: Visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to Malaysia 

D)ew i St&rehy, 


We have been informed vide your fax message dated 07 December 
2004 that the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry will be visiting 
Kuala Lumpur on 12-13 January 2005. It was mentioned earlier that the 
visit is tentative. Grateful for urgent confirmation of iheir arrival on the 
above mentioned dates to facilitate us to firm up meetings., etc. 


UdA/lM r 





(V. Mah.ilingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 


Address ; No. 2, Jnlnn Tamnn Dula, Off Jalan Duta, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
Pc*l Rox Nn 10059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur Telegraphic Address . HICOMPSlD 
Telephone 603 - 2093 35 1 0 Telex No : MA 303 1 7 Fax 603 - 2093 3507. 1.03- 2092 5826 
P.-miiil High Commissioner higlicomm(h}po.janng my 
h-mail • Oy High Commissioner dhc002@po jaring. my / Defence Adviser d;t!icikl( 0 )po jannj my 
Firs! Secretary (Consular) ftch@po, jaring. my / First Secretary & HOC hm:(a),po jaring m] 
WFHSITE www indianhighcoinmission.com. my 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 

FAX 


httct 

EMBASSY OF INDIA 
BANGKOK 


No. BAN/Pol/ 103/6/03 


Dated 10 th January, 2005 


From 

Ms. Manju, First Secretary (Pol), Indembassy Bangkok. 

(Tel. No. 00-66 2 2584491 - Fax No 2584627/2621740) 

To 

Shri L.D. Ralte, JS(CNV), FND. (Fax : 23792285) 

No. of pages 

1 


Please refer to your fax No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 7 th December 04 
regarding the proposed visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
(JMCI) team to Thailand and other countries in the region. 

The provisional travel itinerary for the team's visit was faxed to us earlier. 
Grateful if the detailed final programme could be faxed urgently, so that 
necessary logistical arrangements could be made. 

Regards, 


(Manju) 


46, Sukhumvit Soi 23 (Prasammitr), Bangkok 101 10 
Telephone • (662) 258-0300-6 ; Fax (662) 2584627 and 2621740 
Cable INDEMBASSY BANGKOK E-mail mdiaemb@mozarl.inel.co th Home Page www.indiaembor.th 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


07 January 2005 


Dear 


This refers to correspondence regarding proposed visit of the JMCI Team to 
Taipei. We understand that you have informed the India Taipei Association 
(ITA) of the postponement of the visit from 13-17 January 2005 to a later 
date. 

2. The ITA has indicated that they had received from you a long list of 
places that the team intends to visit and the witnesses it wishes to examine. 
It has already been pointed out that the witnesses who are proposed to be 
examined, are either deceased or are untraceable. 

3. In the event of a revised travel programme being contemplated, the 
ITA has advised against the scheduling of the JMCI team’s visit to Taipei in 
February 2005, in view of the ensuing Chinese New Year holidays. 
Normally at this time, no one is available in Taiwan, either before or after 
the long holidays. The ITA has also requested for being given at-least 2 
months’ notice for making the requisite arrangements for the visit. The 
revised dates of the visit as and when finalised may please be intimated to 
the ITA as well as this Ministry. 


Yours sincerely, 



(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 

[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 

Cbpy for information to 

Shri Umesh Kalra, Director, NCB-II Section, Security Division, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, North Block, N. Delhi, w.r.t the aforementioned letter received 
from JMCI. 
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India Taipei Association 


RM 2010, TWTC IntM Trade Building, No.333, Kee-lung Rd, Stt.lJaipei,Tiiw»n 

1 10^4tm»l»»“»333*l2010* 

Tel; 886-2-2757 6112 E-maul: itufalmiUiinetnet F SIX- 886-2-2757 61 17 


No. Tai/PoI/1/2004 


January 7, 2005 


FAX MESSAGE 


From - ITA, Taipei 

To: JS (CNV) 


Shri L.D. Ralte from Vyay Gokhale 


This refers to the proposed visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI) to Taiwan. 

2 We were informed by JMCI yesterday that their visit to Taiwan 


scheduled from 13-17 January 2005 has been postponed. Kindly let us know 


about the revised dates for their visit. 

3. JMCI had given us a long list of places, they intend to visit and 
witnesses they wish to examine. The witnesses proposed to be examined 
are either deceased or untraceable as informed by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs here and conveyed to CNV Division earlier 

4. If JMCI is planning to visit in February 2005, please inform them that 
it would not be possible at all because of the long Chinese New Year 
holidays People in Taiwan would not be available either before or after the 
long holidays for quite some time 

5. Please give us 2 months notice to make arrangements since we will 
need cooperation of local authorities to locate/visit alleged sites related to 
Netaji, many of which no longer remain in their original forms 


yw 




(V K Gokhale ) 
Director General 





Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


SUBJECT ;. Request of Justice Mukeriee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI) for access to documents (relating to Netaii 

Subhas Chandra Bose) lying with the Government of 

Vietnam- Affidavit of Dr.T. Sareen and newspaper article 

published in “Telegraph” on 26.9.94, 


Reference MHA U.O note no. 1/ 12014/ 13/2000-NCB-II 
dated 31.12.2004 on the above subject. 

2. The Embassy of India in Hanoi (Vietnam) has already 
been apprised of the matter. The Mission has been advised to 
approach the Government of Vietnam to allow JMCI to access 
documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose that are 
said to be lying with them. 


[ L.D.Ralte ] 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri Umesh Kalra, Director (S), 
Security Division, NCB-II Section), North Block, New 
Delhi. 

MEA U.O. no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII, dated 6 January 2004 
Copy for information to : 

Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry, ‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11 /A Mirza 
Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700087 


[Fax:033-2252-2765] w.r.t letter no. JMCI/ /297 

dated 25. 1 1.04. 




[ L.D.Ralte ] 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 




j 


Subject: Request for access to the relevant documents relating to Netaji 

lying with Govt, of Vietnam. 


The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a communication 


dated 25.11.04 received from Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry alongwith 
enclosures. 

It is requested that the Indian Commission in Vietnam may kindly be advised 
suitably to take up the matter with the Govt, of Vietnam and request them to allow 
the Commission to have access to all the relevant documents relating to Netaji during 
the proposed visit of the Commission to Vietnam. 



Ministry of External Affairs, Shri L.D. Ralte, Joint Secretary (CNV), South 
Block, New Delhi 

MHA U.O.No. No.I/12014/13/2000- NCB-II dated 31 .12.04 



Bv Reqd.Post with a/D 


• \ 

Justice IVIukherjee Co?.imission of Inquiry 

/ For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Suriias Chandra Bose. 

’B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 

Fax : 

0091-033-252-2765 

NO. JMCl/25/2000/297. 


f r )j 

Phone: '}// J 

Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 

e-tntiif : i mcinscb@cal.3.vsnl.nct-in 


Kolkata, dated, 25 # 11«04 





From j Shri P.K. Sengupta 
Seer etary 


To * The Joint Secretary* 

Ministry of Home Affairs* 
Government of India* 
North Block* 

New Delhi - 110001. 


Sir, 

I am directed to send herewith a copy of extracts 
of para 3 from the affidavit sworn and filed by Dr. Tilak 
Raj Sareen of New Delhi and a copy of the report titled* 
"Vietnam Archives hold Key to Netaji Flight” authored by 
Ms. Prabha Jagannathan which was published in the 
'Telegraph'* an English daily* on September 26* 1994* with 
the request to kindly take up the matter with the 
Government of Vietnam and request them to allow the 
Commission to have access to all the relevant documents 
relating to Netaji during the proposed visit of the 
Commission to Vietnam. 




1 




jetaarn ardmves feoM key to Netell fiigte 


FROMPRABHA 

JAGANNATHAN 


;■ _ _y EW^MI^ "B^- China 


Ho Chi .Mini? City, Sept. 25: The 


anspir- 

ed and the Indian government 
showed no interest in the cente* 


city of Saigon may even today 
hold the key to a crucial missing 
piece of Indian history related to 
the disappearance of Netaji Sub* 
as Chandra Bose during World* 
War II. Ironically, though, the 
Indian government seems . 
reluctant to pursue this lead. 

The government of the Social- 
ist Republic of Vietnam has 
access to certain pictorial and 
documentary material on Neta- 
ji’s last flight — during 
which he made a sojourn in Sai- 
gon city on his way to Taipei (For- 
mosa) and Tokyo in Japan — 
before his final disappearance, 
according to the authorities. 

“There is accessible material 
here on Netaji’s stay in Saigon in 
1945, when a large part of Indo- 
china was under Japanese domi- 
nation. However, the Indian 
government is reluctant to pur- 
sue this lead, which is likely to 
help us unearth some exceeding- 
ly interesting material on Neta- 
ji’s disappearance since it will 
reopen the entire issue,” said a 
highly placed source, 

However, Indian embassy offi- 
cials, who admit the existence of 
“some material” including news- 
paper clippings related' to the 


event, dismiss this, saying. “The 
last thing we want is to embroil 
ourselves in another controversy 
over Netaji. Any talk of this is 
likely to get blown out of propor- 
tion immediately in India.” 

While some of this material 
was acquired by the government 
of the Socialist Republic of Viet- 
nam in the post re-unification 
period from the authorities at 
the Majestic Hotel, where Netaji 
was put up by the Japanese 
government, material on Netaji 
is also believed to have been 
accessed by the government 
here while collecting archival 
material on both the World War 
II and the Vietnam War period. 

Located along the Saigon 
river, the Majestic Hotel, once 
considered the city’s most eleg- 
ant.and prestigious. 

Netaji is also believed to have 
met the Vietnam Cong San (Viet-, 
nam Communist party) chief and 
father of the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh, as well 
as the Burmese leader, Bamo, as 
part of his war-time strategy to 
gainer support for the INA and 
Azad Hind Fauj. 

The Forward Bloc MP, Mr Chit- 
ta Basu, who has for years been 
trying to get the Indian govern- 


ment interested in retrieving all 
archival material related to the 
50-year-old mystery of Netaji’ s 
disappearance in 1945, said, 
“There are a lot of theories about 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’s 
last flight in 1945. In 1943 (Octo- 



ber 21), Netaji made Singapore 
his headquarters for declaring 
independence of Azad Hind from 
the British and opposition to the 
Allied forces. Fie met and discuss- 
ed strategy with many leaders in 
the Southeast Asian region 
before he was flown on a Japane- 
se plane in 1945 to Formosa. 


Some evidence suggest that he 
did stop over at Saigon. Others 
claim it’s just a smokescreen.” 

Mr Chitta Basu, however, per- 
sonally met former INA mem- 
bers in Thailand and Singapore 
who confirmed that the Netaji 
did stopover in Saigon in 1945. 

Netaji Centenary: Now involv- 
ed in efforts to get the Rao 
government interested in a 
nationwide centenary celebra- 
tions of Netaji next year, Mr 
Basu, in 1990, presented both the 
Indian ambassador as well as 
senior government officials in 
Moscow with all the documents 
on Netaji. “I requested senior 
party officials to help in retriev- 
ing all material on Netaji by 
accessing their wartime 
archives. They agreed, but the 
Indian government did not pur- 
sue the matter,” he said. 

When Mr Rao became Prime 
Minister, Mr Chitta Basu met 
both Mr Rao and the human 
resource development minister, 
Mr Arjun Singh, besides the Indi- 
an Council for Historical Resear- 
ch (ICHR) officials on the issue. 

He also wrote to “friendly 
governments” in Southeast Asia 


nary celebrations, either. 

Without the Indian govern- 
ment’s active interest and 
support, Mr Chitta Basu stresses, 
there is no way of getting authen- 
tic information on what happen- 
ed at that point of time in Indian 
history and -the Freedom 
Movement.* 

Supreme Court verdict: Mean- 
while, Netaji scholars and acade- 
micians in Calcutta are eagerly 
awaiting the Supreme Court ver- 
dict on the award of the Bharat 
Ratna to the Netaji, posthu- 
mously, by the Indian govern- 
ment. 

' The verdict, which is due at 
end October, is related to the con- 
test of the award, both in the Cal- 
cutta High Court, and later, at 
the Supreme Court, as “fal- 
lacious, since the Netaji’s demise 
has not been factually proved.” 

It is expected to restart the 
decades-old controversy on the 
Netaji’s mysterious flight. 

The government, which was 
asked by the Supreme Court to 
provide any evidence it may 
have on the issue, declined, argu- 
ing that all such information was 
classified. 

Efforts are on to get the 
material declassified. 
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3- a 1 s leading English newspaper, * The F olograph 1 

published 3 report from its con os poivdont in Saigon, 

; v j : lu Jc-ejOnna L hin , on /- fi September 1994, in which 
she mentioned i hut 1 there is accessible material hero 

on -etaji 1 5 st«y at Saigon in 1945, when large 

of -l ndo - Shin a was under Japanese Jomin^t ion* 
‘owavjr, the Indian Sova mmont is reluctant to pursue 

this lead, which is likely to help unearth some extremely 

interesting material on Netuji*s Jisap, earcinca 1 • She 

added: M The oovej.nment of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam has access to certain pictorial and documentary 
not eri-1 of Netaji f s last flight during ’which he 

■V.v made a Sojourn in Saigon city on his way to Taipei 
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L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


07 January 2005 


Dear 


Please refer to our letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated 18 October 2004 
regarding feedback received from our Mission in Kuala Lumpur with regard to 
the JMCI team’s visit. It was conveyed therein that the Mission, as part of its 
preparations for the visit, was trying to contact a prominent Malaysian-Indian 

Shri Dato G.S.Gill (brother of deceased Shri Amrik Singh Gill-a member of 
the INA). 

2. Responding to the Mission’s letter, Shri Dato G.S.Gill has indicated 
that he wishes to host a Lunch for the 2-member JMCI team during its visit to 
Kuala Lumpur. Kindly convey Commission’s acceptance/ consent by return 
fax, so that the Mission can be informed accordingly. 


Yours sincerely, 



(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 

[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 


Copy for information to 

Shri Umesh Kalra, Director, NCB-II Section, Security Division. Ministry 
of Home Affairs, North Block, N. Delhi. 




(L: D. RALTE) 

Joint Secret uy (CnV) 
Ministry of £*1' trial Affairs 
Now Ulthi. 


03 / 01/2005 12:20 


603-20925828 


ADMIN, HCI KL 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LU iflPUR 



KUA/P/ 163/0 1/03 


4 Januaiy 2005 


FAX 


MO ST IMMEDIATE 


To: Foreign New Delhi 

(Fax: 00-91-11-23792285) 

Joint Secretary (CNV) from First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 

Sub: Visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to Malaysia 





In connection with the visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry to Malaysia, we had written to a prominent Malaysian Indian, Dato’ 
G.S. Gill, who is brother of late Shri Amrik Singh Gill, who was a member 
of the Indian National Army in Malaysia. Dato’ G.S. Gill would like to host 
a lunch for the 2-member team during their visit to Kuala Lumpur. This 
may please be communicated to the Commission and their consent be kindly 
conveyed to us. 



V 

(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary < PIE) & HOC 





f^Fv?T WTC, M f^ft 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



D.O. No. 25 / 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


07 January 2005 


* 


Dear 



Please refer to my letter of even number dated 03 December 
2004 regarding the request of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry for assistance in accessing some documents said to be 
available in the archives of the Government of Vietnam. 

2. The JMCI team wishes to' access documents relating to Netaji 
during its forthcoming visit to Hanoi. We hope you would have 
already taken up the matter with the concerned authorities. Would 
appreciate if you could apprise us of the present status of the 
request. 



Yours sincerely, 



(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri N.Ravi, 
Ambassador of India, 
Hanoi 



r Fax : 00-84-4-8244998 1 
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D.N. SRIVASTAVA 

Counsellor (Political) 

EMBASSY OF INDIA 



2107 Massachusetts Avenue NW 


Washington D.C. 20008 
TEL: (202) 939-7084 
FAX: (202) 265-4351 


No.WAS/PO L/84 5/2/ 0 3 


December 20, 2004 


Dear Mr. Hastings, 

I refer to your letter of March 13, 2003 in the context of investigations 
being conducted by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) appointed 
by the Government of India to inquire into the facts and circumstances relating to 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and thank you for your 
valuable suggestions that enabled us to get some of the documents sought by 
the Commission. 

The JMCI has now brought to our notice reference of a letter dealing with 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose sent on May 23, 1946 by Mr. Donovan of the 
American Consulate in Bombay to the then US Home Secretary. The letter 
apparently followed approaches made by an undisclosed person to Donovah at 
Bombay earlier in May 1946 expressing concerns over Netaji being alive. 

The Inquiry Commission has also brought to our notice references to two 
declassified files (nos, XL38761 and XL47621) regarding the death of Subhas 
Bose in 1946 and these files are reportedly preserved in the National Archives of 
Washington DC. 

We shall be grateful if a copy of the two files as well as that of the letter 
dated May 23, 1946 from Mr. Donovan to the US Home Secretary could be 
provided to us at the earliest to facilitate the conduct of inquiry or you could guide 
us where the said papers could possibly be located. 



Yours sincerely, 



(D.N. Srivastava) 


Mr. James J. Hastings 
Director 

Textual Archives Services Division 
National Archives and Records Administration 
01 Adelphi Road, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001. 



2 



Copy to Shri L.D. Ralte, Joint Secretary (CNV), w.r.t. his Dr0T No.25/4/NGO- 


Vol.XIII dated 6 th December 2004. It may be stated that the enclosures received 
with the D.O. were only two pages in English - both having page nos. 6. 


Regards, 



(D.N. Srivastava) 
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India Taipei Association 
tt# 

RM 2010, TWTC Int’l Trade Building, No.333, Kec-luug Rd, Sec. 1, Taipei, Taiwan 

1 l0^4tmfiSK-®3333llt2010S 

Tel: 886-2-2757 6112 E-mail: iU a iml. hinrt.net Fax: 886-2-2757 61 17 

Tai/Pol/ 1/2004 January 4,2005 


From: India Taipei Association, Taipei 

To ShriP.K Sengupta, Secretary , JMCI, Kolkata ( 33 2252 2765) 

Rpt: JS(CNV), MEA 

Dear Sir, 

Please refer to my e-mail message of 12 lh December 2004 informing 
you of the hotel bookings made by us in connection with the proposed visit 
of JMCI to Taipei from 13-17 January 2005. 

( 

2. I am directed to say that we have not received any intimation from 
JMCI or other sources about their programme or confirmation of their travel 
plans to Taipei. Consequently, the hotel bookings made for JMCI is being 
cancelled today to avoid payment of penalty by the office, in case the visit 
does not materialize 


Regards, 







(T.D Bhufia ) 


Assistant Director 


fROM : JMCI 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


JAN. 04 2005 01: 13PM PI 




I 

«♦ < 

sO.* r / TV / 

Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(former WiiuifMil Secretary 

the Government ol West Uen^aJ, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Jusuce Mukhcrjee Commission of Inquiry 

I or inquiry into rJic alleged disappearance ol 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt of 
India, Ministry of Home Affairs 
B Bl °ck (3' d floor), 1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kofkata-700087 



ft 03.1-2252-2835. 2765/68 
Fa\ 033-2252-2765 
c-nmiJ 

I rncinscb& />cal3 v snl .nci in 


D O No JMCl/Overseas-Witne$s/2000-0l/70(in)/341 


January 4, 2005 







l am directed to request you to refer to the d o letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol XIII 
dated 30 12 2004 received by FAX at this end at about 5.30 p m on 30.12 2004 and to 
say that strangely enough the letter does not bear your signature or initial, nor does it 
appear ro have been authenticated by a competent officer as true copy of the purported 
d o letter No 25/4/NGO-Vol XIT1 dated 30.12.2004 Be that as it may, I am directed to 
inform you that till now the requisite approval of the proposed visit and sanction or 
expenditure to be incurred for the visit have not been received from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government oflndia 

In this connection, I am to request you to kindly refer to the Commission’s letter 
No JMCl/Overseas- Witnesses/2000-0 1 /70(Iil)/29] dated 23 11.2004 addressed to Shri 
IJ K Kalra, Director (IS). Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, a copy of 
which was endorsed to you This letter has also been referred to in the above quoted d o 
letter dated 30 12 2004 This letter was followed by JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(III)/304 dated 
02 12 2004 which was accompanied by the information sought for by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India, in the prescribed proforma. Till now no reply or 
response has been received from the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

You will definitely appreciate that until the requisite approval of the proposed 
tour to Taiwan and sanction for expenditure to be incurred for the tour are received from 
the Ministry of Home Affairs there is no question of furnishing further particulars in 
respect of the proposed tour to Taipai in addition to what has been already furnished to 
your Ministry and the Ministry of Home Affairs in this regard (vide Commissioner letters 
nos 89/426 dated 22 01 04 and no 70(ITI)/291 dated 23 11 2004 and no 83(III)/304 dated 
02 12.2004) For the same reason specific information regarding the proposed tour has 
not yet been communicated to the India-Taipei Association The Commission is of the 
opinion that exact dates of the proposed tour to Taiwan and specific information for a 
detailed programme cannot be furnished to the India-Taipei Association until and unless 
the tour is approved by the Ministry of Home Affairs There is every likelihood of 
change in the dates of visit to Taipei for delay in receiving the approval of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs 


fffnn : jnc/ 


FftX N 0 - •' ,091 033 252 2765 


JAN. 04 2005 01: 14PM P2 


1 am fur l her directed to say that lndia-Taipei Association has not yet asked for 
specific information for preparing a detailed piogrammc and the last commumcatin 
icccivcd from l he lndia-Taipei Association try e-mat! reads as follows 

“We have been informed that IMC1 will be in Taipei from 13-17 January 2005 
In anticipation of your visit wc have already booked two rooms for the Commission at 
Grand I lyatt and Far Eastern Plaza Hotel (booking at one of the hotel can be cancelled 
alter you have made your choice) 

2 Since it would be difficult for us make arrangements for the visit on a short 
notice, especially hiring of an interpreter etc , you are requested to intimate us about the 
arrangements to be made urgently 

3 You arc aware that you would be required to carry sufficient cash for making 
payments of all your bills in Taipei Owing to the nature of this office we do not have 
any arrangement for debiting expenditures to offices in India ” 


It thus appears that lndia-Taipei Association has been making preparation 
anticipating that the proposed visit of the Commission to Taipei would be from January 
l3to January 17, 2005 As the matter stands now, it is now well nigh impossible to stick 
to this provisional programme sent to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India 
for approval 



However, the lndia-Taipei Association is being furnished with the necessary 
details of the proposed visit, viz , purpose of the visit, the places the Commission 
proposes to visit in Taipei, the records / documents it wants to have an access to and the 
persons proposed to examined / interviewed 


Ha 


orf'TK 




Yours 

(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Mr L D.Raite 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, New Delhi 110 001 


D O. No . JMCI/Overseas- WitnesS/20QQ-0 1 /70(III)/3 41/1(1) 


January 4, 2005 


Copy forwarded to Shri U K. Kalra, Director, Sfceunty Division, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, North Block, New Delhni 1 10001 for informJfttQn and necessary action 


(P.K Sengupt. 
Secretary 


JS(CNV)MER 


Fax =3792285 
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L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/ 4/NGO'Vol.XIII 30 December 2004 


Dear 



This is in continuation of your letters no. JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/83(iii)/219 dated 27 September 2004 and JMCI /Overseas 
Witnesses/2000-01/70 (III)/291 dated 23 November 2004 and our letters No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated 12 October 2004 and 18 October 2004 regarding 
proposed visit of the JMCI Team to Singapore, Taipei, Saigon, Bangkok and 
Kuala Lumpur. You had informed through your latest communication that 
the JMCI team would be travelling to these places from January 1 1 to 24, 
2004, as per revised programme. 


2. The revised dates of the visit have been conveyed to the respective 
Missions including ITA, Taipei. The ITA has informed that they had spught 
from you, details of the team’s detailed programme ipt Taipei, but have not 
heard from you so far. They have also indicated that it would be difficult to 
make arrangements for the visit, if it materializes now, given the fact JMCI 
has not yet conveyed specific information about the places that the team 
intends 1 to visit or about the people it wishes to interview,. 

3. We would request you to provide the requisite information directly to 
the ITA and periodically update it of the detailed programme under intimation 
to us. 


Yours sincerely, 

Sd/- 
(L.D.Ralte) 

Shri P-K-Sengupta ^ 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry, 

-i ‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 
I Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 30 December 2004 


Dear 


This is in continuation of your letters no. JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/83(iii)/219 dated 27 September 2004 and JMCI/Overseas 
Witnesses/2000-01/70 (III) / 29 1 dated 23 November 2004 and our letters No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated 12 October 2004 and 18 October 2004 regarding 
proposed visit of the JMCI Team to Singapore, Taipei, Saigon, Bangkok and 
Kuala Lumpur. You had informed through your latest communication that 
the JMCI team would be travelling to these places from January 11 to 24, 
2004, as per revised programme. 

2. The revised dates of the visit have been conveyed to the respective 
Missions including ITA, Taipei. The ITA has informed that they had sought 
from you, details of the team’s detailed programme in Taipei, but have not 
heard from you so far. They have also indicated that it would be difficult to 
make arrangements for the visit, if it materializes now, given the fact JMCI 
has not yet conveyed specific information about the places that the team 
intends to visit or about the people it wishes to interview,. 

3. We would request you to provide the requisite information directly to 
the ITA and periodically update it of the detailed programme under intimation 
to us. 


Yours sincerely, 

Sd/- 

(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

“B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 

[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 
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JS(CNO)MEA 


Fax =3792285 
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L.D,R&lte 


Joint Secretary (CNV) 

. i j • * * * . ' 

JD.O. No 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


30 December 2004 
% 


Dear 


/ 


Please refer to your letter no. TOK/ 102/2/03 dated 14 December 2004 
a regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 


r 


2. In view, of the reasons cited in your letter, you may proceed and make a 


formed proposal to Rev Mochizuki, Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, with 
a request to allow a competent person to be deputed by the Justice Mukerjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) to ’sort out the potentially less charred pieces of 
hones' from the casket containing the alleged ashes- as indicated in para 3 of 
Dr. Lalji’s letter that was forwarded to Ambassador vide my letter dated 1 1 
November 2004. 


3. We will be grateful for your early response in the matter. 



Yours sincejrely, 


First Secretary (Pol fk Cons) 

Embassy of India 

Tokyo 
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L.D^Ralte 

•Joint Secretary (CNV) 

I . • 

D O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 

r 


30 December 2004 
* ‘ 


Dear 


Please refer to your letter no. TOK/ 102/2/03 dated 14 December: 2004 
regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 

2. In view of the reasons cited in your letter, you may proceed and make a 
formal proposal to Rev Mochlzuki, Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, with 
a request to allow a competent person to be deputed by the Justice Mukerjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) to ‘sort out the potentially less charred . pieces of 
' ■ i bones* from the casket containing the alleged ashes- as indicated in para 3 of 
Dr. Lalji’s letter that was forwarded to Ambassador vide my letter dated 1 1 
November 2004. 


We will be grateful for your early response in the matter. 
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Yours 



■ t •- 
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To, 

Shri Q.V. Srinivas 

First Secretary (Pol & Cons) 

Embassy of India 

Tokyo 

(Fax : 00-81-3-3262-72401 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AF 
NEW DELHI 

L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 

Dear 

/ 

Please refer to your letter no. TOK/102/2/03 dated 14 December 2004 
regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 

2. In view of the reasons cited in your letter, you may proceed and make a 
formal proposal to Rev Mochizuki, Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, with 
a request to allow a competent person to be deputed by the Justice Mukerjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) to ‘sort out the potentially less charred pieces of 
bones’ from the casket containing the alleged ashes- as indicated in para 3 of 
Dr. Lalji’s letter that was forwarded to Ambassador vide my letter dated 11 
November 2004. 


30 December 2004 


9 



3. We will be grateful for your early response in the matter. 



First Secretary (Pol & Cons) 

Embassy of India 

Tokyo 



[Fax : 00-81-3-3262-7240] 





FAX 



//O 

Cyy 

Foreign New Delhi 
(Fax: 00-91-11-23792285) 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 


16 December, 2004 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


Joint Secretary (CNV) from First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 


Sub: Visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to Malaysia 


7b 






Kindly refer to our earlier communication dated 29 th October 2004 
vide which the Mission had forwarded application forms for seeking access 
to the National Archives of Malaysia for the members of the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. We have not yet received the 
application forms duly filled-in along with copy of their passports. 
Grateful if you could forward the same immediately. 




(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 




Address : No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta, Off Jalan Duta, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
Post Box No. 10059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur. Telegraphic Address : HICOMIND 
Telephone : 603 - 2093 3510 Telex No : MA 30317 Fax : 603 - 2093 3507, 603- 2092 5826 
E-mail : High Commissioner : highcomm@po.jaring.my 
E-mail : Dy. High Commissioner : dhc002@po.jaring.my / Defence Adviser : dahcikl@po.jaring.my 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch@po.jaring.my / First Secretary & HOC : hoc@po.jaring.my 
WEBSITE : www.indianiiighcommission.com.my 


24 / 12/2004 12:35 022603177 

trrcr *r **** 

EMBASSY OF INDIA 
BANGKOK 

MOST IMMEDIATE 

E & X 

No. BAN/Pol/1 03/6/03 Dated 24 th December, 2004 




From 

Ms. Manju, First Secretary (Pol), Indembassy Bangkok. 

(Tel No. 00-66 2 2584491 - Fax No. 2584627/2621740) 

To 

Shri L.D. Ralte, JS(CNV), FND. (Fax : 23792285) 

No. of pages 

1 


Please refer to your fax No. 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII dated 7 th December 04 
regarding the proposed visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) 
team to Thailand and other countries in the region. 

Mr. H.B. Kapasi, who had responded to the public notice in this regard, has 
confirmed that he would be in Bangkok during 22-24 January 2005. 


Regards, 






(Manju) 


46, Sukhumvit Soi 23 (Prasarnmitr), Bangkok 101 10 
Telephone : (662) 258-0300-6 ; Fax • (662) 2584627 and 2621740 
'able 1NDFMI3ASSY BANGKOK F.-mail ; indiaemb/?t)movarf m/>» /•« •»’ "■ n 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(CNV DIVISION) 

*** 



SUBJECT ; PROPOSED VISIT OF THE JUSTICE 
MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 

(JMCI) TEAM TO SINGAPORE. TAIWAN. 

VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA FROM 

11 JANUARY TO 24 JANUARY 2005. 


Reference MHA U.O note no. 1/1200146/2001- 
IS(D.III) Pt.IV dated 21.12.2004 on the above subject. 

2. This Ministry has no objection from the political 
angle to the proposed visit of the JMCI team to Taiwan and 
the following countries, viz. Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand 
and Vietnam from 1 1-24 January 2005. 




L.D. Ralte 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri Umesh Kalra, Director (S), 
Security Division, NCB-H Section), North Block, New Delhi. 
MEA U.O. no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII, dtd 30 December 2004 


0 4 - * 2 - 3 0 . 1 1 48 


. INDIA-TAI PE I ASSOCIATION 


886 - 2-2757611 7 


# 1 / ’ 


r<\; 

India Taipei Association 

ae ta* 

RM 2010, TWTC lot ’I Trade Building, No.333, Kec-lung Kd, Sec. I,T Hi p«J, Taiwan 

I I0^JtmStKK-K!333!|ft20l0!ff 

Tel: 886-2-2757 6112 E-mail: itafffimsl.hinrt net Fax; 886-2-2757 61 17 

Tai/Pol/ 1/2004 December 30, 2004 



From India Taipei Association, Taipei 

JS(CNV) from Assistant Director 


Dear Sir, 

Please refer to your fax message dated 7 lh December regarding 
proposed visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry(JMCI) team 
to Taiwan and other South East Asian Countries from January 13-17, 2005 

2. I am directed to say that this office is yet to receive any further 
communication from JMCI or other sources, even though we had requested 
the JMCI to send us details of their programme. And that it would be 
difficult for us to make arrangements for the visit, if it materializes now, 
given the fact that we have no information about the places the Commission 
intends to visit or the people they like to interview 


Regards, 





(T.D. Bhutia ) 


Assistant Director 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



MINISTRY 


OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 




.V/ 




D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 

Dear 


30 December 2004 


* 


Please refer to your letter no. TOK/ 102/2/03 dated 14 December 2004 
regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 

2. In view of the reasons cited in your letter, you may proceed and make a 
formal proposal to Rev Mochizuki, Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, with 
a request to allow a competent person to be deputed by the Justice Mukerjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) to ' sort out the potentially less charred pieces of 
bones' from the casket containing the alleged ashes- as indicated in para 3 of 
Dr. Lalji’s letter that was forwarded to Ambassador vide my letter dated 11 
November 2004. 


3. We will be grateful for your early response in the matter. 



To, 

Shri G.V.Srinivas 

First Secretary (Pol & Cons) 

Embassy of India 

Tokyo 





[Fax : 00-81-3-3262-7240] 


Vi \o^ 

4.»u«r' t 

I 


*w*a ar*a 

G V Srinivas 
FS (Pol. & Cons)/HOC 

Secret 

No. TOK/1 02/2/03 

5f »- , 




«trer 5>i TOraarara, 

CN 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 



1 . This is in continuation my e-mail dated 17 Nov 04, copy-enclosed, sent in response to 
your fax No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 1 1 Nov 04 addressed to Ambassador. 


2. As far as para 4 of your fax message is concerned, \ye met Reverend Mochizuki 
seeking his response to our suggestion of a visit by an Indian expert to Tokyo to 
select some pieces from the mortal remains in the custody of Renkoji Temple with a 
view to ensuring best possible DNA test results. We addpd that, if the DNA test to be 
conducted in India confirms that the remains indeed are of Netaji then, as proposed 
by Reverend Mochizuki, during his meeting with Ambassador on 9 Apr 04, we would 
be taking the casket containing the mortal remains to Ipdia while leaving a portion 
behind in the Renkoji Temple as requested by the Reverend also during the meeting 
on 9 Apr 04. 


3. 





Reverend Mochizuki responded saying that: 1) the proposal made by him during his 
meeting with Ambassador on 9 Apr 04 was his personal one done on the spot without 
careful thinking 2) any such proposal before formally being made to us will have to 
be discussed by the members of the Renkoji temple as well as former associates of 
Netaji 3) he would be able to consult all concerned onc^ we make a formal proposal 
to the Reverend 4) one way of making formal proposal can be through a letter written 
by the Ambassador of India to the Reverend, Renkoji Temple, and copy repeated to 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 5) if such a format proposal is received by him 
proposing sending of an Indian expert to select pieces from mortal remains kept at the 
temple and if it is accepted by the members of the Renkoji Temple and the former 
Associates of Netaji, then the Indian expert can visit the temple. For the latter, 
sufficient notice would be required to ensure adequate preparations including for 
performing some religious ceremonies while opening the casket of the remains and 
taking out some pieces from there. 

Regards. 




Shri L D. Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi. 


(G V Srinivas) 

♦ 





* 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 

(y\ 


30 December 2004 

Dear 




This is in continuation 

of your 

letters 

no. JMCI/EO/2002- 

2003/83(iii)/219 dated 27 

September 

2004 

and JMCI / Overseas 


Witnesses/2000-01/70 (III) / 29 1 dated 23 November 2004 and our letters No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated 12 October 2004 and 18 October 2004 regarding 
proposed visit of the JMCI Team to Singapore, Taipei, Saigon, Bangkok and 
Kuala Lumpur. You had informed through your latest communication that 
the JMCI team would be travelling to these places from January 1 1 to 24, 
2004, as per revised programme. 

2. The revised dates of the visit have been conveyed to the respective 
Missions including ITA, Taipei. The ITA has informed that they had sought 
from you, details of the team’s detailed programme in Taipei, but have not 
heard from you so far. They have also indicated that it would be difficult to 
make arrangements for the visit, if it materializes now, given the fact JMCI 
has not yet conveyed specific information about the places that the team 
intends to visit or about the people it wishes to interview,. 

3. We would request you to provide the requisite information directly to 
the ITA and periodically update it of the detailed programme under intimation 
to us. 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 

[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 


Copy for information to :- 


Yours sincerely, 

Sd/- 

(L.D.Ralte) 



— 


Shri Umesh Kalra, Director, NCB-II Section, Security Division, Ministry 
of Home Affairs, North Block, N. Delhi, w.r.t the aforementioned letter 
received from JMCI. 


f 







Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Phone: 



Chairman - 2252-2835 

Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 2252-2765 

Office - 2252-2766/68 


Fax : 033 2252-2765 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(IV)/3 14(74) 
From . 

Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 

To 


e-mail : jmcinscb(§>cal3.vsnl.nct.in 

December 16, 2004 
Under Certificate of Posting 


All Deponents 


Dear Sir, 


1 am directed to inform you that the Commission will hold its next sitting on 07.01.2005 
starting at 11.00 AM at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan 
Avenue. Kolkata-700007, when the Commission is likely to examine / further examine the witnesses 
as named below 


1. Dr. V. K. Kashyap, 

2. Shri Amar Singh, 

3. Shri Dibyajyoti Basu, and 

4. Shri Madhusudan Pal 


Besides transacting other business, the Commission will start hearing arguments. As agreed 
upon on the last date of hearing, the Learned Advocate, Smt. C. Alam, appearing for the deponents, 
( , Shri Paras Dutta (Affidavit / 23 / 2000) and Dr. Purabi Roy (Affidavit / 45 / 2000), will argue first. 



r „ Snri Haras Dutta 



Yours faithfully, 

(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


No. JMCl/Meeting-Hcaring/99-2000/57(lV)/3 14(74) 

Copy forwarded to : 

1 . Mr. Tarakeswar Pal, Learned Senior Counsel, Government of India, 
33, Asoke Avenue, Kolkata 700040. 

Ms. Abha (Datta) Roy, Learned Counsel for the Govt, of West Bengal; 
F-4, Cluster XI, Purbachal Housing, Salt Lake City, Kolkata 700091 


December 16, 2004 


(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


15/12/2004 19:11 
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To: Foreign New Delhi 

(Fax: 00-91-U-23792285) 





HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 


1 6 December, 2004 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


Joint Secretary (CNV) from First Secretary (PIE) Sc HOC 


Sub: Visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to Malaysia 


Kindly refer to our earlier communication dated 29 th October 2004 
vide which the Mission had forwarded application forms for seeking access 
to the National Archives of Malaysia for the members of the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. We have not yet received the 
application forms duly filled-in along with ' copy of their passports. 
Grateful if you could forward the same immediately. 






(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 


Address No. 2, Jalfln Taman Dula, Off Jalan Duta, 504R0 Kuala Lumpur 
Pn«t Box No 10059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur Telegraphic Address . HICOMIND 
Telephone 603 - 209.3 35 1 0 Telex No : MA 303 1 7 Fax 603 - 2093 3507, 603- 2092 5826 
E-mail High Commissioner highcomm(olpo.|aring my 
E-mail Dy High Commissioner dhc002(%o jaring my / Defence Adviser : dahcikl®po ianng 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch(o}po,janng.my / First Secretary & HOC hoc@pojaring my 
WEBSITE www mdianhighcommiSsion com my 


my 


JS<CNO)MEA 


Fax: 3792285 


Transm i -t Conf . Report ** 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


FOREIGN NEW DELHI 


16 December 2004 



SX"' • * 



TO HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 

FS (PIE) & HOC FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

PLS REFER YR LETTER NO. KUA/P/ 163/01/03 DATED 29 
OCTOBER 2004, CONFIRMING RECEIPT OF MALAYSIAN 
GOVERNMENT’S PERMISSION FOR JMCI TEAM TO ACCESS ARCHIVAL 
DOCUMENTS DURING IT'S VISIT TO KUALA LUMPUR IN JANUARY 
2005. 



. : 


m- 



. ! 


I 

I 


2 THE PRESCRIBED FORMS DULY FILLED-IN, IN RESPECT 

OF THE TWO TEAM MEMBERS, ALONGWITH COPIES OF THEIR 
PASSPORT PAGES, HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM KOLKATA BY FAX 
TODAY. THESE ARE BEING RE-FAXED TO YOU. CLEARER COPIES OF 
THE FORMS (IN ORIGINAL) IF AS AND WHEN RECEIVED BY POST. 
SHALL BE FORWARDED TO YOU BY BAG. 





JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated 16 December 2004 



I 


I? 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


16 December 2004 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 


TO 


HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 


FS (PIE) & HOC FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


PLS REFER YR LETTER NO. KUA/P/ 163/01/03 DATED 29 


OCTOBER 2004, CONFIRMING RECEIPT OF MALAYSIAN 
GOVERNMENT’S PERMISSION FOR JMCI TEAM TO ACCESS ARCHIVAL 
DOCUMENTS DURING IT’S VISIT TO KUALA LUMPUR IN JANUARY 
2005. 


2 . 


THE PRESCRIBED FORMS DULY FILLED-IN, IN RESPECT 


OF THE TWO TEAM MEMBERS, ALONGWITH COPIES OF THEIR 
PASSPORT PAGES, HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM KOLKATA BY FAX 
TODAY. THESE ARE BEING RE-FAXED TO YOU. CLEARER COPIES OF 
THE FORMS (IN ORIGINAL) IF AS AND WHEN RECEIVED BY POST, 
SHALL BE FORWARDED TO YOU BY BAG. 




(L.D.RALTE) 

JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated 16 December 2004 



FAX NO. 


: 091 033 252 2765 


DEC. 16 2004 01: 10PM pj 



\ G U-©*'' 



Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Formo Principal Secret. u \ 

to the Ciovernment ol West Bengal, Jmlkial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into Ute alleged dis.ippear.incc of 

Nexaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt of 

India, Ministry of Home Attairs 

6' Block (3 rd floor), 1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


{S 033-2252-2X35.2765/68 
fax 033-2252-2765 
c-mail ; 

j nn:i live t>Vv.cal 3_ysji] il£l ifl 


I) O.No TMCl/Overseas-Witness/2000-01/70(III)/313 


December 16,2004 


Dear 



Please refer to your d o letter No 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII dated November 1" 2004 
regarding access to the documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia 

As requested by you, 1 am sending herewith duly filled in Application Forms sent 
by you along with passport size photos and copies of passport pages of the Hon’ble 
Chairman and myself for taking necessary action at your end 




(P K SengSpta) 
Secretary 


Ends As stated above 


Mr L D Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, New Delhi 110 001 
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>.rU/Reoc3jrcZi Form 1 


j.'iucessing pf your application is subject to ycu submitting a fulJy completed 
application form with all the required documents. 
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APPLICATION TO CONDUCT RESEARCH IN MALAYSIA 
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F?OM : JMCI 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


DEC. 16 2004 01 :09PM P2 
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Ffjbn : JMCJ 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


DEC. 16 2004 01 :23PM PI 
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v* - * * 

I 

v- ; •?'?i y 

A • .1 

Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

In Ihe Government of We^l Uciij»al, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

lustier Mukheriec Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry imo die alleged disappearance ol 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by ihe Govi of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

B’ Block (3 rd floor). 1 i/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kol kata- 7000 8 7 



J5 033-2252-2835. 2765/68 
la* 033-2252-2765 
e-mail 

imcmscl ^can. vsnl.i Kl w 


D O No JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2()00-0 1 /70(III)/3 1 3 December 16,2004 

Dear >£ f 

Please refer to your d o letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XTTI dated November 1*, 2004 
regarding access to the documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia 


As requested by you, 1 am sending herewith duly filled in Application Forms sent 
by you along with passport size photos and copies of passport pages of the Hon’ble 
Chairman and myself for taking necessary action at your end 

Ends As slated above 



Mr L D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, New Delhi 1 10 001 
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Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
(NCB-II Section) 


Subjecti-Proposed visit of JMCI to Taipei(Taiwan), Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and 
Vietnam to enquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose- 
Political clearance. 

The undersigned is directed to refer to this Ministry’s UO of even number dated 
21.12.2004 on the subject noted above. 

It is requested that the political clearance in respect of Jusitce M. K. Mukherjee, 
Chairman, JMCI and Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, JMCI may kindly be expedited by 
the return FAX. 



DIRECTOR(S) 


Ministry of External Affairs, Shri L.D. Ralte, JS(CNV), South Block, New Delhi. 

MHA, UO No. 1/1201 4/6/200 l-IS(D.III) Pt.IV, dated 30.12.2004. 


C 











Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 
NCB-II 



Subject: Proposed visit of JMCI to Taipei (Taiwan), Singapore, Malaysia , 

Thailand and Vietnam to enquire into the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose - Political clearance. 

The undersigned is directed to state that the following are visiting 
Japan w.e.f 11.1.2005 to 24.1.2005 including journey time. 

(a) Justice M.K. Kukherjee, J.M.C.I 

Chairman 

(b) Shri P.K. Sengupta, -do- 

Secretary 

The tentative programme of the proposed visit from 11 th Jan 2005 to 24 th Jan 
are as follows:- 


Places 

Date 

Flt.No. 

Dep/Arv 

Calcutta- 

Singapore 

11 Jan 

SQ 415 

2150/0425 

Singapore- 

KulaLumpur 

12.Jan 

SQ 106 

0830/0925 

KulaLumpur - 
Taipei 

13 Jan 

MH 068 

1500/2145 

Taipei-Saigon 

17 Jan 

Cl 685 

1345/1620 

Saigon-Singapo 

20Jan 

SQ 171 

1210/1510 

Singapore- 

Bangkok 

22 Jan 

IC 856 

1145/1245 

Bangkok- 

Calcutta 

24 Jan 

IC 732 

1410/1510 


3. The expenditure on the visit of Hon’ble Chairman and Secretary of the 
Commission will be borne by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry out of funds 
allocated to it. 



1 





4. It is requested that political clearance for the visit of Hon’ble Justice M.K. 
Mukherjee, Chairman, JMCI and Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, JMCI may be 
accorded and communicated to this Ministry urgently. 


* 



(UMESH KALRAO L/" 
DIRECTOR(S) 

Ministry of External Affairs, Shri L.D. Ralte, Joint Secretary (CNV), South Block, 

New Delhi 

MHA U.O.No. No.I/12014/6/2001-IS(D.III) Pt.(IV) dated*ll2.04 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


16 December 2004 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 

FS (PIE) & HOC FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

PLS REFER YR LETTER NO. KUA/P/ 163/01/03 DATED 29 
OCTOBER 2004, CONFIRMING RECEIPT OF MALAYSIAN 
GOVERNMENT’S PERMISSION FOR JMCI TEAM TO ACCESS ARCHIVAL 
DOCUMENTS DURING IT’S VISIT TO KUALA LUMPUR IN JANUARY 
2005. 

2. THE PRESCRIBED FORMS DULY FILLED-IN, IN RESPECT 

OF THE TWO TEAM MEMBERS, ALONGWITH COPIES OF THEIR 
PASSPORT PAGES, HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM KOLKATA BY FAX 
TODAY. THESE ARE BEING RE-FAXED TO YOU. CLEARER COPIES OF 
THE FORMS (IN ORIGINAL) IF AS AND WHEN RECEIVED BY POST, 
SHALL BE FORWARDED TO YOU BY BAG. 


Sd/- 

(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


NO. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated 16 December 2004 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


16 December 2004 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 

FS (PIE) 6b HOC FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

PLS REFER YR LETTER NO. KUA/P/ 163/01/03 DATED 29 
OCTOBER 2004, CONFIRMING RECEIPT OF MALAYSIAN 
GOVERNMENT’S PERMISSION FOR JMCI TEAM TO ACCESS ARCHIVAL 
DOCUMENTS DURING IT’S VISIT TO KUALA LUMPUR IN JANUARY 
2005. 

2. THE PRESCRIBED FORMS DULY FILLED-IN, IN RESPECT 

OF THE TWO TEAM MEMBERS, ALONGWITH COPIES OF THEIR 
PASSPORT PAGES, HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM KOLKATA BY FAX 
TODAY. THESE ARE BEING RE-FAXED TO YOU. CLEARER COPIES OF 
THE FORMS (IN ORIGINAL) IF AS AND WHEN RECEIVED BY POST, 
SHALL BE FORWARDED TO YOU BY BAG. 


NO. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated 16 December 2004 


Sd/- 

(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


CONFIRMATION COPY BY BAG TO:- 

FS (PIE) 6b HOC. HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA. KUALA LUMPUR. 

ALONGWITH AFOREMENTIONED ENCLOSURES 






,TE) 

JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 
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*EGISTEKS n win* A/0. J..-U «*. 


TO’U .-'./I ..^.' '; 

Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 



& : 033-2252-2835.2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 


Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 


e-mail : 

imcinscbaical3. vsnl.net. in 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

'B' Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


D.O.No.JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2000-01/70(III)/3 13 December 16,2004 

Dear 


Please refer to your d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated November 1*. 2004 
regarding access to the documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. 


As requested by you, I am sending herewith duly filled in Application Forms sent 
by you along with passport size photos and copies of passport pages of the Hon’ble 


Chairman and myself for taking necessary action at your end. 





Ends: As stated above. 



Mr. L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, New Delhi 1 10 001 
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No. JMCI/MEETING-ProCEEDINGS (FOLLOW Up)/99-2000/48(V)/270(4) Nov. 10, 2004, . 


Front : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Gfiicer on Special Duty 

To 1 . The Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 

2 / The Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, South Block, New Delhi-1 10001. 

3. The Secretary, 

Cabinet Secretariat, Co /eminent of India, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi- 1 10004. 

4. The Director, 

Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi-1 10001. 


1 am directed to send herewith copies of the Commission’s Status Report as on 
! 1 .10.2004 and its proceedings dated 15. 10.2004 for favour of taking necessary action at: 
your end (in respect of such of the matters as may be applicable to your 
Ministry/Department/Office). 

Yours faithfully, 

^ — ■'sf 

(M. Roy) 

Enel : As stated above Officer on Special Duty 


nto) 

Sinfin: Report ns on 11.10,2004 (forenoon) showing action taken on / compliance/ with 
on ers / direct ions of Ike Commission including those contained in its various proceedings. 


I Xerox copies of the proceedings dated 08.09.2004 and 09.09.2004 and of the Status 
Report as on 02.09.2004 have been sent to the Secretaries, Ministry of Home Affairs, . 
Ministry of External Affairs, Cabinet Secretariat as also to the Director, Intelligence 
Bureau, Government oflndia, for their information and favour of taking necessary action 
at their ends (in respect of such of the matters therein as may be applicable to them). 

2. A notice has been sent to each of the deponents and other authorities concerned 
regarding the next hearing of the Commission which is scheduled to be held on 
15.10.2004 at 11.00 O’clock in the forenoon at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, 
Mahajati Sadan, 166, C-hittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata-700007 and five witnesses have been 
summoned for their examination/further examination during the said hearing. 

The Ministry of External Affairs, Government oflndia, in their statement containing 
paravvise comments on the Commission’s Status Report for June, 2004 sent with their 
d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XlI dated August 18, 2004 have stated that they have not 
received any response from the Indian Mission concerned regarding an official paper 
bearing No.5190 which is an extract of a note of discussion between Lord Wavell, the 
then Secretary of State and R. Arthur Henderson held on August 27, 1945 as collected 
from the U.K. in course of the visit of the Commission to London and that the Mission 
has been reminded by the Ministry of External Affairs in the matter. Further 
development is still awaited. 

4. (a) In Secretary’s d.o. letter No. JMCI/E0/2002-2003/83(II1)/197 dated September 

3, 2004 addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, it has been stated, inter alia, that the d.o. letter dated 
September 8, 2004 of the Director (CNV) is silent about Commission’s proposed 
visit to Omsk, Paddosk, and Irkhutsk; that the Indian Mission in Moscow is 
reportedly still awaiting confirmation from the Russian Foreign Office regarding 
the request of the Commission for access to the archives in Russia and that their 
confirmation regarding the meeting of the Commission with the Scholars in St. 
Petersburg is also reportedly awaited from the Indian Mission there. It has also 
been stated in the said d.o. letter of the Secretary of the Commission : “As our 
past experience shows Ministry of Home Affairs take about three weeks or more 
to communicate approval of tour abroad and sanction for incurring expenditure. 

The deponents also need time to get Visa for visit to Moscow and 

other places in Russian Federation”. There has been no further development 
regarding the visit of the Commission to Russian Federation before the onset of 
bitter winter season in Russia. 


(b) In the context of the uncertainty regarding the time of the proposed visit of the 
Commission to the Russian Federation, the Secretary of the Commission, in his 
d.o. ietter No. JMCI/E0/2002-2003/83(HI)/219 dated September 27, 2004 
addressed to the Director (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, with a copy endorsed 
to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, has 
communicated a tentative programme of the Commission for its visit to 
Singapore, Taipei, Thailand, Saigon, and Kualampur in course of a single tour 
during the period from November 15 or 16 to November 30, 2004 with the 


request for according necess ry Government sanction and communication of the 
same to the Commission as expeditiously as possible. The response of the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, in the matter is awaited. In 
the meantime the Secretary of the Commission has approached Mr. T.D. Bhutia, 
Assistant Director, India-Taipei Association, through e-mail and has collected^ 
from him the information regarding daily flights in the Bangkok-Taipei-Bangkok 
Sector, Hotel charges, transportation charges, fee for Interpreter, etc. 


The attention of the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
has been drawn to Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002- 
2003/70(Il)/lS8 dated 05.08.2003 addressed to the Joint Secretary, (CNV), wherein the 
latter was requested to send particulars of some suitable willing Indian scholars/students 
of Post Graduate class available in the USA indicating/suggesting the rate of 
remuneration, if any, acceptable to them unless they would agree to do the job of 
archival research at various American repositories of relevant historical documents 
relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, free of remuneration for academic interest or 
for the love and respect for Netaji. In the statement forwarded by the Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India with their d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-VoI.XII dated 
August 18, 2004, it has been stated, inter alia : “Our Mission in Washington has been 
requested to depute an Officer to look at the documents”. In Commission’s letter 
No.JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-0 1/70(I1I)/191 dated 02.09.2004 addressed to the 
Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, it has been stated, 
inter alia : “It may not be presumed that some specific documents have been offered by 
the American side which might be perused by an Officer to be deputed by the Indian 
Mission in Washington as it appears to have been stated” (in the statement of the 
Ministry of External Affairs at page 2 against para 4(c)(iv) of the said statement 
regarding the Commission's Status Report for June, 2004). It has also been stated in the 
said letter dated 02.09.2004 of the Commission: "What is needed is research work to find 
out whether there are relevant documents in the archival records in the USA”. Further 
development in the matter is still awaited. 


There has been little breakthrough as yet in the vital matter of DNA testing of the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose allegedly kept in the Renkoji 
temple in Japan notwithstanding close persuasion of the matter during the last two years 
by the Commission with the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, and the direct approach by the Commission to various 
organizations of India and abroad having expertise in DNA testing. Formal consent of 
the Chief Priest of Renkoji temple to allow taking of samples of the said mortal remains 
for DNA test as solicited in Commission’s letter dated 28.06.2004 addressed to the 
Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, is yet to be 
conveyed. 


The Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, has again been 
reque ted to take effective steps so that the File No. 10/22/CM-68 is sent to the 
Commission without any further delay. Fie has also been requested that if the contents of 
the said file are still classified as Secret, the competent authority should be moved so that 
the file may be made available to the Commission at least for the perusal of the Hon’ble 
Chairman as has been done earlier in the case of more than one file in respect of which 
privilege has been claimed by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India (vide 
d.o. letter no. JMCl/Records/ND/99-2000/37(IV)/106 dated July 12, 2004 of the 


Secretary addressed to the Director ($), Ministry of! Ionic Affairs, Government of India), 
fhe response of the Ministry is stiii awaited. L £ 

With Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Mecting-Proceedings (Follow Up)/99- 
2000/48(1 V)/l 66 dated 25.08.2004 a fresh list of 18 files (apparently found to be, 
relevant) available with the Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, on Micro-films 
has been sent to the Joint Director, Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, with the 
request to get those files ready for inspection by the Commission under intimation to it. 
On getting clearance from the I .B. Shri P.N. Chakravarty, Sr. Research Officer of the 
Commission, has been advised to proceed to New Delhi on 2 nd October, 2004 to examine 
Micro-films of those files of the Intelligence Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, under intimation to the Joint Director, Intelligence Bureau, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. Shri Chakraborty, Sr. Research Officer 
has accordingly visited the office of the Intelligence Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Govt, of India, and examined Micro-films of those files made available to him. Further 
action will be taken on perusal of the report of Shri Chakraborty. 

By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Adnm/99-2000/32(II)/200 dated September 17, 2004 
addressed to Shri U.K. Kalra, Director (Security), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, a report has been sent in reply to his letter No. 1 10 12/61/2004- 
NCB-II dated September 9, 2004 indicating, inter alia, the extent of work done by the 
Commission, the work remaining to be done by the Commission, and the formidable 
considerations/constraints which stand in the w ; ay of the Commission to project a fixed 
time frame for completion of its inquiry. 

The Ambassador of India, Almaty has informed the Commission by his letter No. 
ALM/Pol/560/1/2002 dated September 17, 2004 in reply to Commission’s letter dated 
April 2S, 2003 addressed to the Chairman, Committee for Control over Archives and 
Documentation, Kazakhstan that there is no information related to the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Archives of various cities of 
Kazakhstan. 


By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/228 dated September 28, 
2004, the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, has been 
furnished with a xerox copy of an article titled, “Netaji Your Criminal, Nehru wrote to 
Attlee” authored by Shri Samit Dutta. a retired Director of the C.B.I., and published in 
the Dainik Statesman, dated 19.09.2004 wherein Shri Datta has referred to one report 
dated 23.05.1946 sent by Mr. Danovan of American Consulate in Bombay (Mumbai) to 
the Home Secretary of the Government of the USA allegedly based on the information 
given to Mr. Danovan by his ‘source’. It has also been stated in the Commission’s said 
letter dated September 28, 2004 that according to Shri Samit Datta, the name of the said 
source of Mr. Danovan was omitted by the American Government from the published 
copy of the said report even though the same is not classified and the Director (CNV) 
has been requested to kindly arrange Lo procure and send to the Commission immediately 
a true copy of the said report dated 23.05.1946 of Mr. Danovan with the name(s) 
allegedly mentioned in the said original report. 

By Commission’s letter No.JMCl/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-0 1/70(111)/] 92 dated 
September 2, 2004 the Director (CNV) has been furnished with a copy of the 
Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2002-03/70(II)/432 dated February 5, 


2004 in which Mr. Joseph C. Pereira, who reportedly furnished some information to th^ „ 
Indian Consulate in Ho-Chi-Minh City in response to the publication of the notice of tin* 
Commission, was requested (on the basis of the aforesaid information) to kindly send to 
the Commission a copy of the book titled, “Kojaka Rebels” published by a Singaporian 
publisher as also to furnish the Commission with the addresses of the son and the # 
daughter of Mr. Gerald De Cruz, so that the Commission may officially approach them to 
elicit information from them and the Director (CNV) has been requested to advise the 
Indian Consulate in the Ho-Chi-Minh City to contact Mr. Pereira (from whom the 
Commission has not received any response so far) so that Mr. Pereira furnishes the 
Commission with a copy of the said book as also the said particulars called for from him 
by the Commission, as quickly as possible. The response of the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, is awaited. 

By d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated September 17, 2004 the Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, has informed in reply to 
Commission’s letter No. 160 dated August 24, 2004 that the Chinese Historical Archives 
in Nanjing as well as the Nanjing Library have conveyed that they do not have any book 
like “Forgotten Images” edited by Dr. T.R. Sarecn containing historical references to 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Accordingly, Shri Priyadarshi Mukherjee, Associate 
Professor in Chinese and Center for Chinese and South East Studies, JNU, New Delhi, 
has been requested by Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Mccting-Hearing/99- 
2000/57(IV)/233 dated September 30, 2004 to kindly send a copy of the book, “Forgotten 
Images” edited by one Dr. T.R. Sareen as referred to in the Affidavit submitted by Shri 
Mukherjee who lias also been requested in the said letter of the Commission to iet the 
Commission know where the book will be available, if the same is not available with Shri 
Mukherjee. The response of Shri Mukherjee is awaited. 

By Secretary’s Fax Message dated October 5, 2004, the attention of Dr. V.K. Kashyap, 
Director, CFSL, Koikata, has been drawn to the Secretary’s d.o. letter No. 
JMCI/E0/2002-2003/S3(lll)/I03 dated July 6, 2004 to him regarding detection of latent 
finger prints in books, papers, etc. and lie has been requested to kindly expedite the 
matter which is very urgent and important. The response of Dr. V.K. Kashyap is still 
awaited. 

Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, Center for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, in his 
e-mail No. DCCMB/34 dated October 6, 2004 addressed to the Secretary of the 
Commission has acknowledged receipt of e-mails and Fax Messages of the Secretary to 
him and has slated inter alia :: “Unfortunately l will be out of Hyderabad most of the time 
this month. I would, therefore, suggest 8 th or 9 lh November, 2004 for our discussion” 
(about photographs of ashes kept in the Renkoji temple). During telephonic talk of the 
Secretary with the P.A. of Dr. Singh for an early date, the P.A. has assured him to 
confirm by Fax the date 3 ,d November, 2004 if it suits Dr. Singh for the purpose of the 
proposed discussion. Further response of the said Director in the matter is awaited. 


% V _> 


JUSTICE MUKTIERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 

Proceedings dated 15.10.2004 (3Dfct)heid at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, 
Mahajati Sudan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata-700007. 



October 15. 2004 


Of tlie five witnesses summoned for today, two witnesses viz. Shri M. L. Sharma and 
Dr. S. K. Mondal are present. 

Summons upon ail the three absentee witnesses viz. Dr. V. K. Kashyap, Shri Amar 
Singh and Shri Subrata Bose were duly served. Of them, Shri Subrata Bose intimated over 
phone about his illness and prayed for another date for recording his further evidence. The 
other two are absent without any intimation.. 

Dr. S. K. Mondal has been examined as CW 120. The report submitted by him after 
examination of the Questioned Documents has been marked Exhibit 282. 

Shri M. L. Sharma has been examined as CW 121. The report submitted by him after 
examination of Questioned Documents has been marked Exhibit 283. 

In compliance with the order dated September 09, 2004, Shri Sharma has submitted 
an application showing cause for his failure to appear before the Commission on 09.09.2004 
inspite of service of summons. The petition is supported by a medical certificate. Cause 
shown appears to be genuine and hence it is accepted. 

Dr. V. K. Kashyap and Shri Amar Singh are absent without any intimation inspite of 
service of summons. They are, therefore, directed to appear before the Commission on the . 
next date of hearing (to be communicated later on) and to show cause why appropriate legal 
action should not be taken against them for their failure / refusal to appear before the 
Commission. 

STATUS REPORT 

1 . Shri Rudraivoti Bhattacharva (JMCI 11/20001 has submitted that proposed DNA test 
of the ashes lying at ‘Renkoji Temple’ may not be done by experts of India and 
Japan. 

2. Shri Nandalal Chakrabortv (JMCI 11/2000) h as submitted that they may be kept 
informed of all steps that may be taken regarding DNA test of the ashes at Renkoji 
Temple. 

3. Dr. Madhusudhan Pal (JMCI 14/20001 


Referring to Paragraph 6 (a) of the Status Report Dr. Pal has submitted that in his 
view DNA test of the alleged ashes in Renkoji Temple is not possible. 


Ho next submitted, referring to Paragraph 6 (b) of the Status Report, that die 
Commission may invite all the Heads of the Forensic Departments in the country to 
consider the feasibility of the DNA test of the ashes in Renkoji Temple. 


t^T-v^s U aTG , 

(M. k. Mukhcrjee) 
Chairman 
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For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearanc 

o c\<A ^ Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
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Fax : 033-2252-2765 




A D. 


No. JMCI/STAT.REPT./99-2000/33A jll)/261(4) 

From : Slni M. Roy, JLAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 


e-mail : jnicim-cIvV/ cal3.\5>nl net m 


November 5, 2004 


To 


1 . The Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 




The Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, South Block, New Delhi-1 10001. 


3. The Secretary, 

Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India, 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi-1 10004. 




4. The Director, 

Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 

Subject : Status Report from 01.10.2004 to 31.10.2004. 

Ref : Your Office letter No. 1/1 20 1 4/l/2000-IS(D.III) dated 07.02.2000. 


Sir, 



) 


I am directed to forward herewith a ‘Status Report’ of the Secretary of Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, for favour of taking necessary action at your end (in 
respect of such of the matters in the Status Report as may be applicable to your Ministry / 
Department / Office). 

P ye* Vt Yours faithfully. 


Enel : As stated above 


(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 




* 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

88For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 



STATUS REPORT 
(From 01.1 0.2004 to 3 1 . 1 0.2004) 


1 . This Status Report is in continuation of the Status Report for the period from 01.09.2004 to 
30.09.2004 forwarded earlier by the Commission to the Secretaries, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, Cabinet Secretariat, as also to the Director, Intelligence 
Bureau, Government of India, for favour of taking necessary action at their ends (in respect 
of such of the matters in the Status Report as may be applicable to them). 

2. The hearing of the Commission was held on 15.10.2004 at 11.00 O’clock in the Seminar 
Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata 700007 and out 
of five witnesses summoned only, two were present who were examined during the said 
hearing. 

3. Further to the position stated in para 3 of the Status Report of September, 2004, it is stated 
that the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, in his d.o. letter 
No.25/4/NGO/Vol.XIl dated September 30, 2004 has stated, inter alia, that the representative 
of the Indian High Commission in London made an exhaustive search with the help of 
Research Advisers at the British Library and the National Archives of the U.K. and "could 
not find any relevant material relating to the inquiry initiated by the Viceroy as mentioned in 
Document No. 5 190.” 

4. Further to the position stated in para 4(a) of the Status Report of August, 2004, it is pointed 
out that in Secretary’s d.o. letter No. JMCI/E0/2002-2003/83(III)/197 dated September 3, 
2004 addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, it 
has been stated, inter alia, that the d.o. letter dated September 8, 2004 of the Director (CNV) 
is silent about Commission’s proposed visit to Omsk, Paddosk, and Irkhutsk; that the Indian 
Mission in Moscow is reportedly still awaiting confirmation from the Russian Foreign Office 
regarding the request of the Commission for access to the archives in Russia and that their 
confirmation regarding the meeting of the Commission with the scholars in St. Petersburg is 
also reportedly awaited from the Indian Mission there. It has also been stated in the said d.o. 
letter of the Secretary of the Commission : “As our past experience shows Ministry of Home 
Affairs take about three weeks or more to communicate approval of tour abroad and sanction 

for incurring expenditure The deponents also need time to get Visa for visit to 

Moscow and other places in Russian Federation”. There has been no further development 
regarding the visit of the Commission to Russian Federation before the onset of bitter winter 
season in Russia. 

5 Further to the position stated in para 4(b) of the Status Report for September, 2004, it is stated 
that the Government of India has called for a Proforma Report in respect of the visit of the 


Commission and has recently clarified to the Commission that the visit of Hon’ble Chairman 
and the Secretary of the Commission is also considered as their deputation to the foreign 
countries concerned. 

6. The attention of the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, has 
been drawn to Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-2003/70(H)/188 
dated 05.08.2003 addressed to the Joint Secretary, (CNV), wherein the latter was requested 
to send particulars of some suitable willing Indian scholars/students of Post Graduate class 
available in the USA indicating/suggesting the rate of remuneration, if any, acceptable to 
them unless they would agree to do the job of archival research at various American 
repositories of relevant historical documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, free of 
remuneration for academic interest or for the love and respect for Netaji. In the statement 
forwarded by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India with their d.o. letter no. 
25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated August 18, 2004, it has been stated, inter alia : “Our Mission in 
Washington has been requested to depute an Officer to look at the documents”. In 
Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-01/70(III)/191 dated 02.09.2004 
addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, it has 
been stated, inter alia : “It may not be presumed that some specific documents have been 
offered by the American side which might be perused by an Officer to be deputed by the 
Indian Mission in Washington as it appears to have been stated” (in the statement of the 
Ministry of External Affairs at page 2 against para 4(c)(iv) of the said statement regarding 
the Commission’s Status Report for June, 2004). It has also been stated in the said letter 
dated 02.09.2004 of the Commission :"What is needed is research work to find out whether 
there are relevant documents in the archival records in the USA”. Further development in the 
matter is still awaited. 

7. There has been little breakthrough as yet in the vital matter of DNA testing of the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose allegedly kept in the Renkoji temple in Japan 
notwithstanding close persuasion of the matter during the period extending beyond the last 
two years by the Commission with the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, and the direct approach by the Commission to various 
organizations of India and abroad having expertise in DNA testing. Formal consent of the 
Chief Priest of Renkoji temple to allow taking of samples of the said mortal remains for 
DNA test as solicited in Commission’s letter dated 28.06.2004 addressed to the Director 
(CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, is yet to be conveyed. 

8. In d.o. letter No.JMCiyRecords/ND/99-2000/37(IV)/170 dated August 26, 2004 of the 
Secretary of the Commission, the attention of the Director (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, has been drawn to the photojjcopy of the note dated 
02.12.1954 of Shri M.O. Mathai which was endorsed to the then Joint Secretary (AD), Shri 
Prem Krishan under P.M.’s Sectt. U.O. No. D/S 13170 dated 02.12.1954 as could be found 
in the photqjcopy of the top secret File No. 23(ll)/56/57/PM of the P.M.’s office (Political 
Section) on the subject, “INA Treasure” wherefrom it appears that the Ministry of Externai 
Affairs received a small amount of Rs.200/- and odd along with the ashes and other remains 
of “Late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose” from the Indian Embassy in Tokyo and the Director 
(CNV) has been requested to report on the following points : 
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i. When and under what circumstances were the alleged ashes of Netaji 
received by the Ministry of External Affairs from the Indian Embassy in 
Tokyo as mentioned in the aforesaid note dated 02.12.1954 ? 

ii. Where were the ashes and other remains mentioned in the said note dated 
02.12.1954 preserved? 

iii. If not preserved, what did happen to those ashes and remains ? 

The reply of the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, is still awaited. 

9. The Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, has again been requested 
to take effective steps so that the File No.lO/22/CM-68 is sent to the Commission without 
any further delay. He has also been requested that if the contents of the said file are still 
classified as Secret, the competent authority should be moved so that the file may be made 
available to the Commission at least for the perusal of the Hon’ble Chairman as has been 
done earlier in the case of more than one file in respect of which privilege has been claimed 
by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India (vide d.o. letter no. 
JMCI/Records/ND/99-2000/37(IV)/106 dated July 12, 2004 of the Secretary addressed to the 
Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India). The response of the Ministry 
is still awaited. 

10. With Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings (Follow Up)/99-2000/48(IV)/166 
dated 25.08.2004 a fresh list of 18 files (apparently found to be relevant) available with the 
Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, on Micro-films was sent to the Joint Director, 
Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, with the request to get those files ready for 
inspection by the Commission under intimation to it. On getting clearance from the I B. Shri 
P.N. Chakravorty, Sr. Research Officer of the Commission, had been to New Delhi in 
October, 2004 and examined Micro-films of those files of the Intelligence Bureau, Ministry 
of Home Affairs, Government of India. Further action will be taken on getting the study 
report of Shri Chakravorty. 

11. The Ambassador of India, Kazakhstan has informed the Commission by his letter No. 
ALM/Pol/560/1/2002 dated September 17, 2004 in reply to Commission’s letter dated April 
28, 2003 addressed to the Chairman, Committee for Control over Archives and 
Documentation, Kazakhstan that there is no information related to the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Archives of various cities of Kazakhstan. 

12. In Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(IV)/160 dated 24 th August, 
2004 addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, it 
has been stated that Shri Priyadarshi Mukherjee, an Associate Professor of Chinese and 
Center for Chinese and South-East Asian Studies, JNU, New Delhi, stated, inter alia, in his 
affidavit filed before the Commission that an article written by a Chinese in the book titled, 
“Forgotten Images” edited by Dr. T.R. Sareen states, inter alia, that Netaji had been to 
Nanjing and Shri Mukherjee has also referred to No.2 Chinese Historical Archives, 3-9 San- 
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Yat-Sen Road (East), Nanjing for materials on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and accordingly 
the Director (CNV) has been requested by the Commission in its said letter dated 24.08.04 to 
kindly write to the Government of the Peoples’ Republic of China for relevant 
documents/records, if any, in the Chinese Historical Archives, named by the said deponent. 
In reply, the Director (CNV) in his d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated September 17, 
2004 has intimated that both the Chinese Historical Archives in Nanjing as well as the 
Nanjing Library have conveyed to the Indian Consulate in Sanghai that they do not have any 
such book containing historical references to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

13. By Commission’s letter No. JMCLT)OC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/228 dated September 28, 2004, 
the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, has been furnished 
with a xerox copy of an article titled, “Netaji ‘Your Criminal’, Nehru wrote to Attlee” 
authored by Shri Samit Dutta, a retired Director of the C.B.I., and published in the Dainik 
Statesman, dated 19.09.2004 wherein Shri Datta has referred to one report dated 23.05.1946 
sent by Mr. Danovan of American Consulate in Bombay (Mumbai) to the Home Secretary of 
the Government of the USA allegedly based on the information given to Mr. Danovan by his 
‘source’. A copy of the report and the particulars called for by the Commission in its said 
letter dated 28.09.04 have not yet been received. 

14. By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-01/70(III)/l 92 dated September 
2, 2004 the Director (CNV) has been furnished with a copy of the Commission’s letter 
No.JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2002-03/70(II)/432 dated February 5, 2004 in which Mr. 
Joseph C. Pereira, who reportedly furnished some information to the Indian Consulate in 
Ho-Chi-Minh City in response to the publication of the notice of the Commission, was 
requested (on the basis of the aforesaid information) to kindly send to the Commission a 
copy of the book titled, “Kojaka Rebels” published by a Singaporian publisher as also to 
furnish the Commission with the addresses of the son and the daughter of Mr. Gerald De 
Cruz, so that the Commission may officially approach them to elicit information from them 
and the Director (CNV) has been requested to advise the Indian Consulate in the Ho-Chi- 
Minh City to contact Mr. Pereira (from whom the Commission has not received any response 
so far) so that Mr. Pereira furnishes the Commission with a copy of the said book as also the 
said particulars called for from him by the Commission, as quickly as possible. The response 
of the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, is awaited. 

15. By Secretary’s Fax Message dated October 5, 2004, the attention of Dr. V.K. Kashyap, 
Director, CFSL, Kolkata, has been drawn to the Secretary’s d.o. letter No. JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/83(III)/l 03 dated July 6, 2004 to him regarding detection of latent finger-prints in 
books, papers, etc. and he has been requested to kindly expedite the matter which is very 
urgent and important. The response of Dr. V.K. Kashyap is still awaited. 

16. Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, Center for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, in his e- 
mail No.DCCMB/34 dated October 6, 2004 addressed to the Secretary of the Commission 
has acknowledged receipt of e-mails and Fax Messages of the Secretary to him and has 
stated, inter alia : “Unfortunately I will be out of Hyderabad most of the time this month. I 
would, therefore, suggest 8 th or 9 th November, 2004 for our discussion” (about photographs 
of ashes kept in the Renkoji temple). The Secretary requested the P.A. of Dr. Singh on 
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phone for an early date and the P.A. has ultimately confirmed the date 3 ru November, 2004 
for the purpose of the discussion about the photographs of ashes allegedly of Netaji Subha§, 
Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji temple as proposed by the Secretary. 




(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


07 December 2004 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK \/ 

INDEMBASSY HANOI 
HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 


HOM FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) 
TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 
REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT FROM 1 1 JANUARY 2005 TO 
24 JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THE 

TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 

3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K. MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA 

!• 

5 . DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 



(L.D.RALTE) 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


07 December 2004 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

INDEMBASSY HANOI 
HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 


HOM FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) 
TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 

REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT FROM 11 JANUARY 2005 TO 
24 JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THE 

TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 


3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 

THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K.MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA, 

5. DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 



(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated 07 December 2004 


Phone: 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subha s Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252 - 2766/68 

(zit) 
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November 23, 2004 


PROGRAMME OF VISIT TO SINGAPORE. TAIPEI. ETC. 
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Calcutta -Singapore 

11 Jan 

SQ 415 

2150/0425 

Singapore - KulaLumpur 

12 J an 

SQ 106 
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KulaLumpur - Taipei 

13 Jan 

MH 068 

1500/2145 

Taipei - Saigon 

17 Jan 

Cl 685 

1345/1620 

Saigon- Singapore 

20 Jan 

SQ 171 

1210/1510 

Singapore - Bangkok 

22 Jan 
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Bangkok-Calcutta 

24 Jan 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIR8 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FACSIMILE MESSAGE 

07 December 2004 

FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

INDEMBASSY HANOI s/ 

HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 


HOM FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) 
TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 
REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT FROM 1 1 JANUA RY 2005 TO 
24 JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THE 
TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI 18 ENCLOSED. 

3 . THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K.MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- 8HRI P.K.SENGUPTA. 

5. DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 
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07 December 2004 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

INDEMBASSY HANOI 
HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 


HOM FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) 
TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 
REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT FROM 11 JANUARY 2005 TO 
24 JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THE 

TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 

3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K.MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA. 

5. DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 



NO. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated 07 December 2004 


(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Phone: 



Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 


November 23, 2004 


PROGRAMME OF VISIT TO SINGAPORE. TAIPEI. ETC. 


Places 

Date 

Fit .No. 

Dep//Arv 

Calcutta -Singapore 

11 Jan 

SQ 415 

2150/0425 

Singapore - KulaLumpur 

12 Jan 

SQ 106 

0830/0925 

KulaLumpur - Taipei 

13 Jan 

MH 068 

1500/2145 

Taipei - Saigon 

17 Jan 

Cl 685 

1345/1620 

Saigon- Singapore 

20 Jan 

SQ 171 

1210/1510 

Singapore - Bangkok 

22 Jan 

IC 856 

1145/1245 

Bangkok-Calcutta 

24 Jan 

IC 732 

1410/1510 
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joiit Secretary (CNV) 

% I , • 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 

Dear 



MINISTRY OF EXTERN At AFFAIRS # 
NEW DELHI . v r. 


. \ 

. 
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06 Decei^ib^r 2004 


•i 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), that is inquiring 
into Ac facts and circumstances relating to the disappearance of Nctaii SobW; ' h 
Chandra Bpse ip 1945 and the subsequent developments coni^^imrawith^ ‘ 
have forwarded photocopies of two Bengali newspaper articles that ,apneared *n 
Dai^k S?mp on. 19.09.2004 and 26.9.2004 

leading to the alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. ; - 4 

! 4 • r 


^ 1 C P hotoco P ies of two articles alongwith translations are enclosed. 

The first of the articles- dated 19 9.2004 contains a statement by Shri Samir , - 

a 5 Ctlred 01 the : CBI - Wherein he has referred to a “Report” dated 4> 

23.05.1943 sent hy Mr. Dbnovan^of the American Consulate in Bombay to the' .’4$ 
theft . Borne Secretary of the US Government. The JMCI have soueht our K 4| 
as sistance J n _ procuring a copy of the said Report of Mr. Donovan (datfcd ’ $ v 


23.&m* 


• • * * • 
• * * . . ' , » 

?? sc< r°P d article dated 26.9.2004 contains references to two 

uncfcstflied fifes (no®; XL3 8761 /Xp47621) said to be preserved in the 

archives of Washington D.C, regarding Death of Subhas Bose in 1946 The 

gog^ffonjl aa req u es ted that the US Government be annmar^ m the 

mattfer so 6hM the . said files* if they exist, are made accessible to the JMCI. 

. 

4. We shall be grateful if needful is done in the matter and the requisite 
information obtained urgently for onward transmission to the JMCI. 

Yours sincerely. 


!• ;* 4 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 

MINISTRY OP EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FACSIMILE ME8SAGE 

07 December 2004 

FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

INDEMBASSY HANOI 
HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 


HOM FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCIJ 
TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 
REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT FROM 11 JANUARY 20dS TO 
24 JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THE 

TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI 18 ENCLOSED. 

3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K.MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA. 
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JMCI, 


DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 
WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 



(L.D.RALTE) 


MOST IMMEDIATE 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


07 December 2004 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 
INDEMBASSY HANOI 
HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 


HOM FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) 
TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 

REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT FROM 11 JANUARY 2005 TO 
24 JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THE 

TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 


3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 

THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K.MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA. 


5. DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 



(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated 07 December 2004 


Phone: 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 


November 23, 2004 


PROGRAMME OF VISIT TO SINGAPORE. TAIPEI. ETC. 


Places 

Date 

Fit .No. 

Dep//Arv 

Calcutta -Singapore 

11 Jan 

SQ 415 

2150/0425 

Singapore - KulaLumpur 

12 J an 

SQ 106 

0830/0925 

KulaLumpur - Taipei 

13 Jan 

MH 068 

1500/2145 

Taipei - Saigon 

17 Jan 

Cl 685 

1345/1620 

Saigon- Singapore 

20 Jan 

SQ 171 

1210/1510 

Singapore - Bangkok 

22 Jan 

IC 856 

1145/1245 

Bangkok-Calcutta 

24 Jan 

IC 732 

1410/1510 


(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


JS(CW)MEA 


Fax :3792285 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FACSIMILE MESSAGE 

07 December 2004 

FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO INDEMBAS8Y BANGKOK 

INDEMBASSY HANOI 
HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR N/' 


HOM FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI). 
TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 
REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT FROM 1 1 JANUARY 2005 TO 
24 JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THE 
TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMC1 18 ENCLOSED. 

3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K.MUfCHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K-SENGUJPTA. 

5 DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 


(L.D.IttLTR) 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 
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\Z'tO : INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIFEI V 

[ FAX : 886-2-2757-61171 

FOR SHRI VIJAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING 
PROPOSED VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF 
INQUIRY (JMCI) TEAM TO TAIWAN AND OTHER SOUTH EAST ASIAN 
COUNTRIES. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 
REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT TO TAIPEI FROM 13 JANUARY 
2005 TO 17 JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY Ofr 

THE TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 

3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K. MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA. 



5. DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


07 December 2004 


FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI' 

[ FAX : 886-2-2757-6117] 

FOR SHRI VIJAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING 

PROPOSED VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF 
INQUIRY (JMCI) TEAM TO TAIWAN AND OTHER SOUTH EAST ASIAN 
COUNTRIES. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 

REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT TO TAIPEI FROM 13 JANUARY 
2005 TO 17 JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF 

THE TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 


FROM : 

\/TO : 


3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 

THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K.MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA, 


5. DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 





NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XII 
dated 07 December 2004 


JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


Phone: 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252 - 2766/68 


November 23, 2004 


PROGRAMME OF VISIT TO SINGAPORE. TAIPEI. ETC. 


Places 

Date 

Fit .No. 

Dep//Arv 

Calcutta -Singapore 

11 Jan 

SQ 415 

2150/0425 

Singapore - KulaLumpur 

12 Jan 

SQ 106 

0830/0925 

KulaLumpur - Taipei 

13 Jan 

MH 068 

1500/2145 

Taipei - Saigon 

17 Jan 

Cl 685 

1345/1620 

Saigon- Singapore 

20 Jan 

SQ 171 

1210/1510 

Singapore - Bangkok 

22 Jan 

IC 856 

1145/1245 

Bangkok-Calcutta 

24 Jan 

IC 732 

1410/1510 


(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 



Fax : 033 252-2765 


<ji\cny) 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry ' 1 Phone: 



For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Chairman - 2252-2835 

Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer an 

Special Duty - 2252-2765 

Office - 2252 - 2766/68 


e-mail : jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 


No. JMCI/Overseas Witnesses/ 2000-01 /70(lll)/291 November 23, 2004 

From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.) 

Secretary. 

To 

Sri U. K. Kalra, 

Director (IS ) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India, North Block 
New Delhi- 1 10001. 

Sub: Visit to Taipei and some other countfewof Asia 

Ref: Your letter No.I ( 120 14/6/2001 -I A(D)IH Pt.(IV) dtd. 26/10/2004, - 

Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-01/83(III)/242 
and your letter No. 1/12014/2/2004 NCB-II dated 8.10.04 



Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1 1034/1 8/98-NCB-II 
dated 19 th November, 2004 and the accompanying copy of the Government Notification 
dated 14 th November, 2004 extending the term of the Commission upto 14 th May, 2005 and 
to request you to kindly refer to the above-quoted correspondence regarding visit of the 
Commission to Taipei and some other countries of Asia. 

As earlier intimated, the team of the Commission will consist of the Hon’ble 
Chairman and its Secretary only. A draft programme prepared on the basis of Flight 
Information received by the Commission is enclosed so that the process for according 
sanction may be initiated at your end without any avoidable delay. Steps are being taken 
for sending to you dully filled-in and signed proforma for approval of the proposed visit of 
the Commission to Singapore, Taipei, Vietnam,Bangkok and Malayasia as early as possible. 

A number of deponents before the Commission have expressed their intention to 
take part /to remain present at the sittings/meetings of the Commission in the aforesaid 
countries. Some of them attended the sitting/meeting of the Commission in Japan. As 
many as five (5) such deponents including Shri Subrata Bose, M.P. have submitted written 
petitions ( copies enclosed) to the Commission requesting that they may be given 
reasonably sufficient time for making preparation for visiting the countries for the 
aforesaid purpose. They have requested the Commission to give them notice of the 
programme of the visit at least three/four weeks before the date of the commencement of 
the visit. 


2 


w 

As the Commission has been informed by your Ministry that no further extension of 
the term beyond 14.05.2005 will be allowed and asked to submit its report before the expiry 
of this extended term, I am directed to request you to ensure that the necessary order of 
sanction is issued and communicated to the Commission with utmost despatch to enable the 
Commission to complete its visit to the abovesaid countries according to the enclosed 
programme after giving the deponents at least 3 or 4 week’s notice. 

As regards Point No: (i) of your letter dated 8 th October, 2004, 1 am directed to say, 
in addition to what was stated in the letter No: JMCI/ Overseas-Witnesses/2000- 
01/83(III)/242 dated 14 th October, 2004, that the External Affairs Ministry have informed 
that our Missions in Singapore, Hanoi, Bangkok and Kualalampur have been informed of 
the proposed visit of the Commission and have been requested to make all necessary 
logistics arrangements like accommodation, transport, interpreter, etc. (vide d.o. letter No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol XII dated 12 th October, 2004 of Shri L. D. Ralte Jt. Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi). 

As regards Taipei , the Commission has been in correspondence with India-Taipei 
Association for all necessary logistics arrangements. 


Ends: Bi*©- 

No. JMCI/ Overseas-Witnesses/2000-0 1 /70( 1 1 1 )/29 1 ( 1 ) 


Yours faithfully, 

(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary. 

November 23,2004 




Copy forwarded along with the copy of the Provisional Programme of visit is forwarded 
for information and necessary action to: 


Shri L.D. Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi - 1 10 001 




(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary. 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Phone: 


Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 


November 23, 2004 


PROGRAMME OF VISIT TO SINGAPORE. TAIPEI. ETC. 


Places 

Date 

Fit .No. 

Dep//Arv 

Calcutta -Singapore 

1 1 Jan 

SQ 415 

2150/0425 

Singapore - KulaLumpur 

12 Jan 

SQ 106 

0830/0925 

KulaLumpur - Taipei 

13 Jan 

MH 068 

1500/2145 

Taipei - Saigon 

17 Jan 

Cl 685 

1345/1620 

Saigon- Singapore 

20 Jan 

SQ 171 

1210/1510 

Singapore - Bangkok 

22 Jan 

IC 856 

1145/1245 

Bangkok-Calcutta 

24 Jan 

IC 732 

1410/1510 


(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


■f 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Phone: 


252-2835 ? 


- 252-2767 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 
Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 



November 23, 2004 


PROGRAMME OF VISIT TO SINGAPORE. TAIPEI. ETC. 


Places 

Date 

Fit .No. 

Dep//Arv 

Calcutta -Singapore 

11 Jan 

SQ 415 

2150/0425 

Singapore - KulaLumpur 

12 Jan 

SQ 106 

0830/0925 

KulaLumpur - Taipei 

13 Jan 

MH 068 

1500/2145 

Taipei - Saigon 

17 Jan 

Cl 685 

1345/1620 

Saigon- Singapore 

20 Jan 

SQ 171 

1210/1510 

Singapore - Bangkok 

22 Jan 

IC 856 

1145/1245 

Bangkok-Calcutta 

24 Jan 

IC 732 

1410/1510 


(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 



JS(CNO)MEA 


Fax :3792285 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAt AFFAIRS- ' 
NEW DELHI 


D.G. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


06 December 2004 


Dear 


, 

. i . 

• y s- 

. ■■ i 

N* M 




■ . 'ift 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (J MCI), that is inquiring 
into the fjrcts and circumstances relating to the disappearance ofNe^aji 'Subijaus ^ T,j.V 
Chandra Bose ih 1945 and the subsequent developments connected th.er^ith, / 
have fbirwterded photocopies of two Bengali newspaper articles that appeared in 
Dainik Statesman’ on: 19.09 2004 and 26 9.2004 regarding the cireufest^hees 
leading to the alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 4$ 




2. The photocopies of the two articles alongwith translations are enclosed, ■ "• ' ; v 
the first of the articles- dated 19.9.2004 contains a statement by Shri Samir $jjj& 
Dutta, a retired Director Of the CB1, wherein he has referred to a “Report” dated 
23>0S.1943 sent -by Mr. Donovan of the American Consulate in Bombay to thae^g 
then Home Secretary of the U§ Government. The JMCI have sought our " 1 ,?-;.' 
■ - ' 1 ' - in procuring a copy of the said Report of Mr. Donovan (dat&fe 1 ^ • 2 $ 


23.5:.j:9.46L 


• 1' - Vf - i' - V 

::: :v j ' • 

- • ■ r 


3: The . Sefcohd article dated 26.9 2004 contains references to two-’ • < 

unclassified files (nos. XL38(761/XL47621) said to be .preserved in the^l'!^ 
archives r of Washington DC, regardmg Death of Subhas BosO in 1946. The ; 
Cmnrmsslon has 'requested that the US Government be approached in the fi 
matter s& thai the said files, if they exist, are made accessible to the JMCI. : V' : vf 

4. We shall be grateful if needful is done in the matter and the TeqUasite 
information obtained urgently for onward transmission to the JMGL * 


Cj h 





Yours 


(LD.Ralte).^;, 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


L.D.Ralte 


€> 


Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


06 December 2004 


Dear 





The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), that is inquiring 
into the facts and circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith, 
have forwarded photocopies of two Bengali newspaper articles that appeared in 
‘Dainik Statesman’ on 19.09.2004 and 26.9.2004 regarding the circumstances 
leading to the alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

2. The photocopies of the two articles alongwith translations are enclosed. 
The first of the articles- dated 19.9.2004 contains a statement by Shri Samir 
Dutta, a retired Director of the CBI, wherein he has referred to a “Report” dated 
23.05.1943 sent by Mr. Donovan of the American Consulate in Bombay to the 
then Home Secretary of the US Government. The JMCI have sought our 
assistance in procuring a copy of the said Report of Mr. Donovan (dated 

23.5.19461 

3. The second article dated 26.9.2004 contains references to two 
unclassified files (nos. XL38761/XL47621) said to be preserved in the 
archives of Washington D.C, regarding Death of Subhas Bose in 1946. The 
Commission has requested that the US Government be approached in the 

matter so that the said files, if they exist, are made accessible to the JMCI. 

4. We shall be grateful if needful is done in the matter and the requisite 
information obtained urgently for onward transmission to the JMCI. 




(L.D.Ralte) 


/ Shri Rakesh Sood, 

Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
✓^ Washington 

y/ r FAX ; 001-202-2654351 1 


£kt£acT- 



• So t* 


if Meta ji had. died in the air crash on 
IS August* 1945* then why a person (name- not disclosed) 
went to the Consulate of America t Mumbai in May* 1946 
and expressed his deep concern about Net a ji being alive ? 
The name of that person has been omitted from all reports 
even though those are not classified. 

This was st ated by Donovan of the American 
Consulat e in Bombay, He had said.. ‘'The Indian peopled 
mind have been greatly influenced by Bose, If he 


returns to his country then there will be so much of 
turmoil in the country that according to him it wo uld 
become well nigh difficult to control it”. 


/ 

* 


Thereafter on 23rd May, 1946 Donovan wrote on this 
subject to the American Horae Secretary at Washington. 

Just think, politically how serious the matter was, 

that even Home Secretary had to be informed of “some positive 

proofs regarding the death of Bose.” 


For the sake of revealing a historical truth, will 
the Govt, of U.S.A. now disclose the name of that person 
who had approached Donovan ? Try to remember, that the 
Congress had accepted the partition of the country* the 
Muslim League had also accepted it. The return of Netaji, 
probably, could save the country from being partitioned. 
For that reason it was necessary to know whether Netaji 
is alive or dead. And had he been alive, it was necessary 
to detain him at a place faraway from this country. 

In the next article it would be our endeavour to discuss 
the view point as recorded in 'Oi Mahamanab Ashe'. 

(Here comes that Magestic person). So far as I know 
before the matter of f Oi Mahamanab Ashe' was published, 
it received the approval of Gumnami Baba. Regarding the 
authenticity and proof etc, of the contents of ! Oi 
Mahamanab Ashe' only the author of the book can vouch 
for. I have understood that, the jMukherjee Commission has 


- 6 - 


GYrrtAe-T 
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£ • . c. ..::s maintained their personal Diary. The Mulches jee 
C i ssion can get hold of those diaries. The contents of 
those diaries may . perhaps * throw seme light regarding the 
identity c£ Gumnami Baba. Hot only that these may also 
contain many information which may be of help in the work of 
Inquiry by the Commission. 


Those persons who have such valuable information etc. 
they should voluntarily go to the Mukher jee Commission and 
submit their valuable records and diaries. And if that is not 
done all information and verbal proofs which may help in 
finding the identity of Gumnami Baba shall be lost for ever. 

The valuable records etc. of the I.N.A. which ate 
available in India and in foreign countries are of great 
importance as evidence. A Jpesear ch~ worker may do research on 
this subject. I have seen an G.S. S. Report of 1944. It is 
seen from this report that an American gSoup had entered into 
the office of the India Independence League. Naturally, I do 
not want to mention any name. (Netaji'Dr . Motilal Bhargav) • 

The organisation prior to CIA v;as known as O.S.S. CIA was 
established after the 2nd World War. 


In the National Archives o f Washington D.c. there are two / 
decl assified files regarding the death of Netaji. The number 
Of those two fi les are «■ X L 3 87 61 — Death of subhas Bose, 1946 l 
and X L 47621- Death of Subhas Bose, 1946. 

It is hoped that an Indian Research Scholar living in 
America will volunteer to come forward and do research with 
the help of these information and the records regarding Netaji 
preserved in U.S.A. I am surprised why the Indian Council of 
Historical Research is not making available sufficient funds 
for research relating to Netaji and I.N.A. Because Neta ji 
played a very important part in the struggle for India's 
independence. 


rranslated by : 
A.K.Baner jee 
04 . 11 . 04 . 


The writer is an 
Ex Director of C.B.I 


j.<CNU)MEfl 


Fax: 3792285 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FACSIMILE MESSAGE 

07 December 2004 

FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

INDEMBASSY HANOI 
HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 


HOM FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) 
TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA. 

2 THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 
REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT FROM 1 1 JANUARY 2005 T O 
24 JANUARY 2005, PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITIMERARY OF life 

TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 

3 THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K. MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA. 

5 DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


07 December 2004 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO INDEMBASSY BANGKOK 

INDEMBASSY HANOI 
HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 


HOM FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) 
TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 

REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT FROM 11 JANUARY 2005 TO 
24 JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THE 

TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 


3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 

THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K.MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA, 

5. DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 



NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
dated 07 December 2004 


(L.D.RALTE) 
JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-J700087 



Phone: 

Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office - 252 - 2766/68 


November 23, 2004 


PROGRAMME OF VISIT TO SINGAPORE. TAIPEI. ETC. 


Places 

Date 

Fit .No. 

Dep//Arv 

Calcutta -Singapore 

11 Jan 

SQ 415 

2150/0425 

Singapore - KulaLumpur 

12 Jan 

SQ 106 

0830/0925 

KulaLumpur - Taipei 

13 Jan 

MH 068 

1500/2145 

Taipei - Saigon 

17 Jan 

Cl 685 

1345/1620 

Saigon- Singapore 

20 Jan 

SQ 171 

1210/1510 

Singapore - Bangkok 

22 Jan 

IC 856 

1145/1245 

Bangkok-Calcutta 

24 Jan 

IC 732 

1410/1510 


(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


JS(CW)MEA 


Fax =3792285 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 

FACSIMILE MESSAGE 




07 December 2004 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK x/ 
INDEMBASSY HANOI 
HICOMIND SINGAPORE 
HICOMIND KUALA LUMPUR 


• 

•'y. 

'• ' * V 

. -V >.V. 


HOM FROM JOINT SECRETARY (CNV) 

REFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PROPOSED 
VISIT OF THE JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (JMCI) 
TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, VIETNAM, THAILAND AND MALAYSIA. 

2 - THE COMMISSION HAS TENTATIVELY DRAWN UP A 

REVISED PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT FROM 11 JANUARY 2005 TO 
24 _JANUARY 2005. PROVISIONAL TRAVEL ITINERARY OF THfc 

TEAM AS RECEIVED FROM THE JMCI IS ENCLOSED. 

3. THE JMCI TEAM WILL COMPRISE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 

THE COMMISSION- JUSTICE M.K. MUKHERJEE AND THE SECRETARY 
OF THE COMMISSION- SHRI P.K.SENGUPTA 

>• ' • -M *'r 

5. DETAILED PROGRAMME, AS AND WHEN RECEIVED FROM 

JMCI, WILL BE FAXED TO YOU. 
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NEW DELHI 


I S N 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


1 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


06 December 2004 


Dear 


A- <&$-■ 


/ 


Please refer to your letters no. JMCI/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(V)/228 dated 
28 September 2004 and no. JMCI/Doc-64 (VI)/2004/238 dated 04 October 
2004 and reminder letter no. JMCI/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(V)/276 dated 18 
November 2004 regarding report dated 23.05.1943 of Mr. Donovan of the 
American Consulate in Bombay and two unclassified files(no.XL38761 & 
XL47621) which was the subject of a newspaper report appearing in the ‘Dainik 
Statesman’ Bengali editions of 19.09.2004 and 26.9.2004. 

2. The ‘translations’ of the two newspaper articles that were sought by us on 
12 October 2004, were subsequently received from your office vide your letter 
no. JMCI/Doc-64 (vi)/2004/293 dated 23 November 2004. 


3. We are now taking up the matter with our Mission in Washington and 
shall revert to you as soon as a response is received. 



Shri M. Roy 

Officer on Special Duty, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 
[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



h 7i id <4, li 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



D.O. No. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


Dear 




06 December 2004 
* 


P 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), that is inquiring 
into the facts and circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith, 
have forwarded photocopies of two Bengali newspaper articles that appeared in 
‘Dainik Statesman’ on 19.09.2004 and 26.9.2004 regarding the circumstances 
leading to the alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

2. The photocopies of the two articles alongwith translations are enclosed. 
The first of the articles- dated 19.9.2004 contains a statement by Shri Samir 
Dutta, a retired Director of the CBI, wherein he has referred to a “Report” dated 
23.05.1943 sent by Mr. Donovan of the American Consulate in Bombay to the 
then Home Secretary of the US Government. The JMCI have sought our 
assistance in procuring a copy of the said Report of Mr. Donovan (dated 

23.5.1946). 


3. The second article dated 26.9.2004 contains references to two 
unclassified files (nos. XL38761/XL47621) said to be preserved in the 
archives of Washington D.C, regarding Death of Subhas Bose in 1946. The 
Commission has requested that the US Government be approached in the 

matter so that the said files, if they exist, are made accessible to the JMCI. 


4. We shall be grateful if needful is done in the matter and the requisite 
information obtained urgently for onward transmission to the JMCI. 






Yours sincerely, 

(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri Rakesh Sood, 

Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
Washington 

f FAX ; 001-202-2654351 1 





MINISTRY OF EXTERNA? AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 




L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


06 December 2004 


Dear 


Please refer to your letters no. JMCI/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(V)/228 dated 
28 September 2004 and no. JMCI/Doc-64 (VI)/2004/238 dated 04 October 
2004 and reminder letter no. JMCI/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(V)/276 dated 18 
November 2004 regarding report dated 23.05.1943 of Mr. Donovan of the 
American Consulate in Bombay and two unclassified files(no.XL38761 & 
XL47621) which was the subject of a newspaper report appearing in the ‘Dainik 
Statesman’ Bengali editions of 19.09.2004 and 26.9.2004. 

2. The ‘translations’ of the two newspaper articles that were sought by us on 
12 October 2004, were subsequently received from your office vide your letter 
no. JMCI/Doc-64 (vi)/2004/293 dated 23 November 2004. 

3. We are now taking up the matter yuth our Mission in Washington and 
shall revert to you as soon as a response is received. 


Yours sincerely, 


(L.D.Ralte) 



Justjee Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘JF"Block (Third Floor), 11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

X Kolkata 700 087 
[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 

// Copy for information to 

Shri Umesh Kalra, Director, NCB-II Section, Security Division, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, North Block, N. Delhi, w.r.t the aforementioned letters 
received from JMCI. 



/ 


dr. D. RALTE) 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry or External Affairs 


FRSDM : JMCJ 



FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 

— — \ tWSt/F&X 

*lh 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

Por inquiry into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subiias Chandra Bose. 
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Shnl.D Ralte, 

\ ^ Joint Sccretry (C'NV) 



Ministry Ot'Encmal Affairs 
Government of India 
New Delhi 110 001 


Sub: Visit of the Commission of Moscow and other places of Russian Federation 



V 
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1 am directed to invite your attention to the Commision’s d o letters No 
JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(II1)/193 dt 28.06.04, JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(III)/186 dt.3008.04 and 

jml f/EG/2002-03/83 (my 197 dt 13 0 04 on th<* aforesaid subject and to say that the 
Commission’s term has been extended upto 14 th May, 2005 by the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, New Delhi, with the express stipulation that no further extension beyond 
I4 U ‘ May, 2005 will be allowed (vide letter No. 1 1 034/80/98-NCB II dt 19 th November, 2004 
of Shri U K Kalra, Director (S), Government of India, MHA). It has been clearly stated in this 
letter that “that no further extension beyond 14 th May, 2005 will be allowed” The 
Commission has been asked to submit its report before the expiry of the term 

I am directed to request you to note that in view of the peremptory direction of the 
Government of India as stated above and of the fact that the Commission can not undertake its 
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pi o posed visit, foi the purpose of its inquiry, to Moscow and other places of the Russian 
I edcrahon including Omsk uniil the hitici winter season there is over - which is not likely 
before May, 2005 - the Commission is constrained to cancel its programme of visit to the 
Russian Federation 



A copy each of the Commission’s letters quoted above is enclosed for ready reference 


Enc Three 


Yours faithfully 

(P K Sengupta) 
Secretary 


No JMCI/EO/2002 -2003/83HI I )/292/ 1 


Copy forwarded to 

Sn U K Kalra, 

Director (IS ) 

Ministry of Home Aifairs 
Government of India, North Block 
New Delhi - 1 10001 - for information and necessary 



November 23, 2004 
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D 0. No. JMCl/EO/2002-03/83(iIl)/93 


Dear 


EJY SPEED POSY 



June 28. 2004 


Apropos tile discussion of the Hon'ble Chairman of die Commission had with die 
Hun’ble Minister of External Affairs in New Delhi on 25.6 04 m course of which you, Shri Asoke 
Kt\ I'fha, Joint Sccidary (EA) Si Shri R.Vcnu, Director (EAMO) were present, i am directed tc 
n-yji'osr you to kindly take necessary action to resolve the following pending issues to enable the 
Commission to complete its inquiry without any avoidable delay:- 


1) Vn.it o f me C ommission to Russia for examination of witnesses and documents 
m differ one archives of Russian Federation. Tlic witnesses whose names and 
addresses are available to this Commission are as follows 

i Mr.E N.Komorov 

Si. Research Professor 
Institute of Oriental Studies 
Academy of Sciences, Moscow 


2 Mr. A Kolesnikov 

A former Major of die Warsaw Pact 

3. Mr. A.V.Raikov 

Professor 

Lipetsk State Teachers’ Training University 
Russia 


4 Mr. (J L Kuznets 
Finance Academy 

Lon in Cradskii, Schosse House 49 
Room No 392 

5 Mr A V. Tmaiizevc 
Asst. Editor 

Asia and A frier. Today 
Institute of Oriental Studies 
Academy of Sciences, Moscow 
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ich r \';;:vaiu tiociiironl*. ;.uc, according to some of 
(.’• Viiii? -'.'.'On *»: •.; Tiii.o document:: m the possession of 
m* •tv.*#** i;Jc # ;hc .:s follow# - 


* c ■ . piv. lOiisiy i.iiowu ns KGB, 

m Moscow, Jkiddolsk, Omsk and Irkuktsk 
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• :V . trs: of 


.mq. Of Nyi-’ijt Siiklins Ch nndrn Ef osc kqifc in Itpnkoii 


in Ihis connection , your d o. letter no. 25/4/N GO-XI dated 31.5.04 and 
my d.o Jc.ici' uc JMCi/hGA CC0-2(Jh3/S3(iij)/86 dated 17 6 04 in reply thereto 
n:;iv kuuliy be u;fer;eu (o. It may be intimated whether the Chief Priest of the 
Renko;i Tcmn!o has been formally requested to make available die alleged 
vislics t c> the experts who may be appointed by the Commission for DNA test of 
tno same The Commission may also be informed whether any reply to such 
request, if made, has been received. 


Proposed Vi s -t t o Taiwan 

. 1 would request you to kindly refer to my d.o. letter JMCI/Taiwan/2003' 
2004/39/83 dated 15,6,04 on the subject. In that letter you had been requested to 
kmdiy obtain information on the following points from the india-Taipei 
Association and transmit the same to die Commission for raking further 
necessary action. 

a. Hotel charges for an appropriate suite for die HoiTble Chairman of die 
Commission and an appropriate room for die Secretary of die Commission 
for three days in Taiwan, 

b. Transport charges in Taiwan, 

c hces of an Interpreter for interpretation from Chinese to English and vice 
versa. 

The Commission needs the above information in order to furnish the 
Ministry of Home Affairs with the probable expenses of die Commission m 
Taiwan, it has been given to understand diatdic Commission will have to carry 
adequate fund to meet all expenditure in Taiwan. The Commission intends to 
visit Taiwan sometime in September 2004. As soon as die reply from you to 
our queiy regarding die probable expenses in Taiwan will be received, a 
detailed programme of the visit will be drawn up and sent to your Ministry and 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 


To engage some suitable willing Indian scholars or students of Post Graduate 
class preferably of Law/History/PoLtical Scicncc/Economics etc. to do the job of 
archival research at various American Repositories of relevant historical 
documents on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

The aforesaid matter has been pending since long. In dus connection I would 
request you to kindly refer to die second para of die d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-IX 
dated April 22, 2003 of Sri Vijay Gokhale, die then Joint Secretary (CNV) and its 
enclosure namely die letter dated March 13, 2003 from James J Hastings, 
Director, Textual Archives Services Division, National Archives and Reoerds 
Administration, USA addressed to Sri S K Behera, Counsellor, Embassy of 
India (Chancery), Washington (copies enclosed). 
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091 033 252 2765 

■ .! Xu .. <Xicd 17.03. 03 of* Sri Jayant Prasad, Uic 
Mmix- v LsiCiiiM Ai fairs, Mr Albeit Tlubaull, Deputy 
!. .»na ,:y m LJ.S A., suggested Uwr as a practical matter die 
n vlioLir Post Gmduaic sfudcul working in the' 
wori. at v.iiious American repositories of historical 
iji . A copy of this loiter dared June 23, 2003 of Mr 
V, »v :t :* fiic do. no ?..V4/NGO-VoI.lX(I) dated July 
tucioseci) A Ire r ihaf, the Commission in its letter no. 
Gvt iSivvAViiuessx /2C02-200j/70(Vol ll)/l 88 dated 5 .8.03 requested Sri Vijay 
G ok halo, die then Joint Secretary (CNV), to send particulars of some suitable 
n v : 1 1 * • i f| li'diau scliokus or students of Post Graduate class preferably on 
Lavv/hisioiy/PoIjtic;:! Scicncc/Economics etc. indicatmg/suggcsting die rate of 
reuiimcjalion, if any, acceptable lothcm unless they would agree to do the job of 
archival research at various American repositories of historical documents 
relevant to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose free of remuneration for academic 
interest or fo t their love and respect for Netaji. 


1 am directed to request you to kindly request the Govt, of Russian Federation to give 
access to the Commission to die archival documents in the archives already mentioned and make 
the documents and records relevant to die point of inquiry available to the Commission 


An early reply will be highly appreciated. 


Yours 


x 

i.. , 




Enclo As above 


/VW- v 

<1 


/ 



(P.K Sengupta) 
Secretary 


S;i L.D. Italic 


rs. 


lector (CNV) 


M.nistry of External Affairs, 
Government of huha, 

Souili Block, 

New Delhi 1 10 00 i 
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D O No. J MC I/EO/20 02 -03/8 3(!1 1)/93/l 


June 28. 2004 


Copy forwarded ; .o Shri (J N Kaira, Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of 
India. Noilh Sicck, New Dsihi-1 i 000 1 for information 




(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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Jnslicc Mokhevjee Commission ol Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Nolaji Subhas Chandra Rose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India. Ministry of Home Affairs 

'B' Slock (3 ,a floor).1 1/A M.rza Ghelib Street, Kolkata-70008/ 


f5 : 033-2252-2835, 2765/68 
fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

Line i n.scfcftvjca 1 3 . vsnl.net jrt 


D.O.No.JMCI/liO/2002-2003/83(fiI)/l 97 September 1 3, 2004 

Deai 


I am directed to invite a reference to your d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol. XII 
dated September 8, 2004 regarding the proposed visit of the Commission to Russia and 
recall the discussions I had with you in your chamber on September 9, 2004 on the 
same subject. Your letter v/as received at the office of the Commission in Calcutta by fax 
on September 9, 2004 while the Commission was in New Delhi for its sitting at the 
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. I, however, received the original letter from you when I 
called at your office on September 9, 2004.1 would further request you to reler to your 
d o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-Voi.XII dated September 3, 2004 which has been received at 
this end today. 





As desired by the Hon’blc Chairman, I explained to you that it was hardly 
possible to arrive at Moscow on September 21, 2004 as time available was too short for 
making the essential preparations for visit to Russia. In feet, only five working days from 
13.9.04 to 17.9 04 are available to the Commission for making all preparations including 
sending intimation to all the deponents some of whom may like to be present at the 
sitting / meeting of the Commission in Moscow and other places in Russian Federation. 
In this connection, the fourth para of my d.o. letter no. JMCI/E0/2002-2003/83(IH)/186 
dated August 30, 2004 may also be referred to. 





/ 




; For visit to Moscow and other places in Russian Federation the Commission has 
to obtain approval of the Ministry of Home Affairs as also the necessary sanction for 
incurring expenditure lor air passage, daily cash allowance etc. Until and unless the 
necessary approval and sanction from the Ministry of Home Affairs arc received steps 
for obtaining visa cannot be taken. Needless to say, Ministry of Home Affairs need 
reasonable time for communicating necessary approval and sanction . As our past 
experience shows. Ministry of Koine Affairs take about three weeks or more to 
communicate approval of tour abroad and sanction for incurring expenditure. The 
programme can be finalised only after receiving approval of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs and then the deponents shall have to be informed of the final programme. The 
deponents will also need time to get visa for visit to Moscow and other places in Russian 
Federation. 


I am directed to say that from your above quoted d.o. letter dated September 8, 
2004 it appears that the Russian Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow will invite the 
concerned, scholars for the proposed meeting only after reconfirmation of the 
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i am iuM.'v.i directed m draw your notice that your aforesaid d.o. letter dated 
J'vjitoj r.;<c! 7‘M : : :s .;'!en: about li.e Commission's proposed visit to Omsk, Paddosk and 

! xbi.i-ik which were included in the programme sent to you.. You have further staled in 
your J o. letter that our Mission in Moscow is still awaiting confirmation from the 
Russian Foreign Office regarding the request of the Commission for access to the 
archives in Russia. Confirmation of the proposed visit to Moscow only for the meeting 
of the Russian institute of Oriental Studies will result in splitting up of the programme of 
visit sent to you. 


Your d.o. letter dt. September 3, 2004 received today further shows that 
confirmation regarding meeting with scholars in St. Petersburg is also awaited from our 
Mission there. 

In the backdrop of the facts and circumstances explained above, it is, I am 
directed to say, 1 lordly possible for the Commission to re-confirm its earlier programme 
of visiting Moscow from 21.9.C4. The Commission has, therefore , now no alternative 
but to revise the programme after receiving further information regarding the proposed 
visit to Omsk , Paddosk and Irkhutsk and access to the archives in Russia.. 

The Commission will shortly communicate to you its decision regarding revised 
programme for visit to Moscow and other places in Russia. 


With 


Yours 


(P.K. Sengupta) 

Secretary 

Mr. L.D.Raltc, 

Director (CNV), 

Ministry ofExtcmal Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Dellii 1 IG 001. 

D.O.NoJMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(lII)/I97/l September 13, 2004 

Copy forwarded to 
s Si i IJmesh Kalra, 

, \ v /' Director (Security), 

•/ \ ( ^ Ministry of Home Affairs, 

.y ^ Govt of India, North Block, 

\ • / s'/." New Delhi- 1 10001 - lor information. In this connection, the discussions the undersigned 

\ s \ \ ' had wii.h him in his chamber on 9.9.04 may kindly be recalled.. 

- /- \ 
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(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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D.O.Mo.JMCI/IiO/2C02-2003/83(f;i)/iS6 


Dear 


Please refer to your d.o. letter No. 25/4/NGO-VoI-XII dated 12 th August, 2004 
regarding Ihe proposed visit o f the Commission to Moscow and some other places in the 
Russian Federation. No further communication in this regard has been received from you 
and, as a result, the Commission has not yet been able to finalise its programme. The 
Ministry of Home Affairs are repeatedly asking for a final programme of visit to Russia. 

I am directed to request you to kindly expedite the matter so that the visit may be 
completed before the dreaded winter sets in. 

As directed , 1 am to say that the Commission wants to complete the visit before 
September 30, 2004 or at besl by the first week of October, 2004 to avoid the bitter 
winter of Russia. 

The Commission needs lime to make preparations for the proposed visit 
including sending Intimation well in advance to ail the deponents, some of whom may 
like to be present at the sifting/mceting of the Commission in Moscow and other places 
in Russian Federation. Finalisation of the programme of the Commission’s visit to 
Taiwan and some other places 2lsc depends on the time of the proposed visit to Russia. 
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- urgency of lisc carter, an early reply will be highly 




Yours 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Mr. L.D.Rufte 


Director (CNV) 

Ministry of Ilxtcrnal A flairs. 


Government of India, 
South Block, 

New Dellii 1 10 001 



r>.O.No.JMCi/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/186/l 



August 30, 2004 


* 


Copy forwarded to 
Sri Umesh Kaira, 

Director (Security) 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Govt, of] ndia, 

North Block, 


New Delhi- 1 ! 000 1 - for information and necessary action. 
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(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(lll)/292 

From : P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 


Shri L.D. Ralte, 

Joint Secretry (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
New Delhi 110 001 


November 23, 2004 






Sub: Visit of the Commission of Moscow and other places of Russian Federation 


Sir, 

I am directed to invite your attention to the Commision’s d o. letters No. 
JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(III)/ 93 dt: 28.06.04,JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(III)/186 dt:30.08.04 and 

JMCI/EO/2002-03/83 (III)/197 dt. 13.9.04 on the aforesaid subject and to say that the 
Commission’s term has been extended upto 14 th May, 2005 by the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, New Delhi, with the express stipulation that no further extension beyond 
14 th May, 2005 will be allowed (vide letter No. 11034/80/98-NCB II dt: 19 th November, 2004 
of Shri U.K. Kalra, Director (S), Government of India, MHA). It has been clearly stated in this 
letter that “that no further extension beyond 14 th May, 2005 will be allowed”. The 
Commission has been asked to submit its report before the expiry of the term. 


I am directed to request you to note that in view of the peremptory direction of the 
Government of India as stated above and of the fact that the Commission can not undertake its 


2 


proposed visit, for the purpose of its inquiry, to Moscow and other places of the Russian 
Federation including Omsk until the bitter winter season there is over - which is not likely 
before May, 2005 - the Commission is constrained to cancel its programme of visit to the 
Russian Federation. 


k 


A copy each of the Commission’s letters quoted above is enclosed for ready reference. 


Enc: Three. 


Yours faithfully 

(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83cUI)/292/1 


Copy forwarded to 

Sri U. K. Kalra, 

Director (IS ) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India, North Block 
New Delhi- 1 1 000 1 - for information and necessary 
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Prcdyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to tiic Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 

Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For inquiry’ into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 
India, Ministry of Home Affairs p 

'B' Block (3 ,d floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 v ./ 
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£T : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.jicl. in 



June 28, 2004 
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Apropos tlie discussion of tlie Hon’ble Chairman of tlie Commission had with the 
Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs in New Delhi on 25.6.04 in course of which you, Shri Asoke 
Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) & Shri R.Venu, Director (EAMO) were present, 1 am directed to 
request you to kindly take necessary’ action to resolve tlie following pending issues to enable the 
Commission to complete its inquiry’ without any avoidable delay:- 

1) Visit of the Commission to Russia for examination of witnesses and documents 
in different archives of Russian Federation. The witnesses whose names and 
addresses are available to this Commission are as follows 

1. Mr.E.N.Komcrov 
Sr.Research Professor 
Institute of Oriental Studies 
Academy of Sciences, Moscow 

2. Mr. A.Kolesnikov 

A former Major of tlie Warsaw Pact 

3. Mr. A.V.Raikov 
Professor 

Lipetsk State Teachers’ Training University 
Russia 

4. Mr. U.L.Kuznets 
Finance Academy 

Lenin Gradskii, Schosse House 49 
Room No. 392 

5. Mr. A.V. Turadzevo 
Asst. Editor 

Asia and Africa Today 
Institute of Oriental Studies 
Academy of Sciences, Moscow 

I 

1 ! ,♦ 
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The archives in which relevant documents arc, according to some of 
tire deponents before the Commission and also documents in die possession of 
the Commission, likely to be available, are as follows 

a. The archives of die FSB, previously known as KGB; 

b. Odier official archives in Moscow, Paddolsk, Omsk and Irkuktsk 

DMA test of the aliened ashes of Netaii Subhas Chandra Bose kept in Renkoii 

Temple . 



In this connection, your d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-XI dated 31.5.04 and 
my d.o. letter no. JMCI/EC>/2000-2003/83(iii)/86 dated 17.6.04 in reply diercto 
may kindly be referred to. It may be intimated whether die Chief Priest of die 
Renkoji Temple has been formally requested to make available die alleged 
ashes to die experts who may be appointed by die Commission for DNA test of 
die same. The Commission may also be informed whedier any reply to such 
request, if made, lias been received. 


Proposed visit to Taiwan 


1 would request you to kindly refer to my d.o. letter JMCI/Taiwan/2003- 
2004/89/83 dated 15,6,04 on die subject. In diat letter you had been requested to 
kindly obtain information on die following points from die India-Taipei 
Association and transmit the same to die Commission for taking further 
necessary action: 

a. Hotel charges for an appropriate suite for die Hon’ble Chairman of die 
Commission and an appropriate room for die Secretary of die Commission 
for diree days in Taiwan; 

b. Transport charges in Taiwan; 

c. Fees of an Interpreter for interpretation from Chinese to English and vice 
versa. 

The Commission needs die above information in order to furnish die 
Ministry of Home Affairs with die probable expenses of die Commission in 
Taiwan. It has been given to understand diat die Commission will have to carry 
adequate fund to meet all expenditure in Taiwan. The Commission intends to 
visit Taiwan sometime in September 2004. As soon as die reply from you to 
our query regarding die probable expenses in Taiwan will be received, a 
detailed programme of die visit will be drawn up and sent to your Ministry and 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 

To engage some suitable willing Indian scholars or students of Post Graduate 
class preferably of Law/History/Political Sciencc/Economics etc. to do the job of 
archival research at various American Repositories of relevant historical 
documents on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

The aforesaid matter has been pending since long. In diis connection I would 
request you to kindly refer to die second para of die d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-IX 
dated April 22, 2003 of Sri Vijay Gokhale, die then Joint Secretary (CNV) and its 
enclosure namely die letter dated March 13, 2003 from James J. Hastings, 
Director, Textual Archives Services Division, National Archives and Reocrds 
Administration, U.S.A. addressed to Sri S.K.Behera, Counsellor, Embassy of 
India (Chancery’), Washington (copies enclosed). 


r* 

fT* 


Subsequently, in reply to a letter dated 17.06.03 of Sri Jayant Prasad, the 
then Joint Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Mr. Albert Thibault, Deputy 
Chief of Mission of Embassy in U.S.A., suggested that as a practical matter die 
Commission select an Indian scholar or Post Graduate student working in the' 
U.S.A. to perform research work at various American repositories of historical 
documents relevant to Netaji . A copy of tlris letter dated June 23, 2003 of Mr. 
Thibault was received along with the d.o. no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IX(I) dated July 
15, 2003 (copies enclosed). After that, die Commission in its letter no. 
OverseasAVitnesses/2002-2003/70(Vol.il)/188 dated 5.8.03 requested Sri Vijay 
Gokhale, the then Joint Secretary (CNV), to send particulars of some suitable 
willing Indian scholars or students of Post Graduate class preferably on 
Law/History/Political Science/Economics etc. indicating/suggesting die rate of 
remuneration, if any, acceptable to diem unless diey would agree to do die job of 
archival research at various American' repositories of historical documents 
relevant to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose free of remuneration for academic 
interest or for dieir love and respect for Netaji. 



I am directed to request you to kindly request the Govt, of Russian Federation to give 
access to the Commission to die archival documents in the archives already mentioned and make 
the documents and records relevant to die point of inquiry available to die Commission. 


An early reply will be highly appreciated. 




Enclo : As above 


Sri L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

Soudi Block, 

New Delhi 1 10 001 


Yours 


Z' 






(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


D.O. No. JMCl/EO/2002-03/83(III)/93/l 


June 28, 2004 


Copy forwarded to Sliri U. K. Kalra, Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of 
India, North Block, New Delhi-1 10001 for information 
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Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


& : 033-2252-2835, 2765/< 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

imcinscbfaical3.vsiil.nct.iii 



D.O.No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/197 


September 13, 2004 


Dear 


I am directed to invite a reference to your d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol. XII 
dated September 8, 2004 regarding the proposed visit of the Commission to Russia and 
recall the discussions I had with you in your chamber on September 9, 2004 on the 
same subject. Your letter was received at the office of the Commission in Calcutta by fax 
on September 9, 2004 while the Commission was in New Delhi for its sitting at the 
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. I, however, received the original letter from you when I 
called at your office on September 9, 2004.1 would further request you to refer to your 
d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated September 3, 2004 which has been received at 
this end today. 


As desired by the Hon’ble Chairman, I explained to you tliat it was hardly 
possible to arrive at Moscow on September 21, 2004 as time available was too short for 
making the essential preparations for visit to Russia. In feet, only five working days from 
13.9.04 to 17.9.04 are available to the Commission for making all preparations including 
sending intimation to all the deponents some of whom may like to be present at the 
4 1 sitting / meeting of the Commission in Moscow and other places in Russian Federation. 
v\'yln this connection, the fourth para of my d.o. letter no. JMCI/E0/2002-2003/83(III)/186 
dated August 30, 2004 may also be referred to. 

\ / 


/\(\ \ 

W ^ \ F° r visit to Moscow and other places in Russian Federation the Commission has 
>V to obtain approval of the Ministry of Home Affairs as also the necessary sanction for 
incurring expenditure for air passage, daily cash allowance etc. Until and unless the 
necessary approval and sanction from the Ministry of Home Affairs are received steps 
for obtaining visa cannot be taken. Needless to say, Ministry of Home Affairs need 
reasonable time for communicating necessary approval and sanction . As our past 
experience shows, Ministry of Home Affairs take about three weeks or more to 
communicate approval of tour abroad and sanction for incurring expenditure. The 
programme can be finalised only after receiving approval of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs and then the deponents shall have to be informed of the final programme. The 
deponents will also need time to get visa for visit to Moscow and other places in Russian 
Federation. 


I am directed to say that from your above quoted d.o. letter dated September 8, 
2004 it appears that the Russian Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow will invite the 
concerned scholars for the proposed meeting only after reconfirmation of the 


J — 4 
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programme of the Commission. It seems that no firm date of meeting has yet been 
fixed by the said Institute. 

yj 

I am further directed to draw your notice that your aforesaid d.o. letter dated 
September 8, 2004 is silent about the Commission’s proposed visit to Omsk, Paddosk and 
Irkhutsk which were included in the programme sent to you.. You have further stated in 
your d.o. letter that our Mission in Moscow is still awaiting confirmation from the 
Russian Foreign Office regarding the request of the Commission for access to the 
archives in Russia. Confirmation of the proposed visit to Moscow only for the meeting 
of the Russian Institute of Oriental Studies will result in splitting up of the programme of 
visit sent to you. 

Your d.o. letter dt. September 3, 2004 received today further shows that 
confirmation regarding meeting with scholars in St. Petersburg is also awaited from our 
Mission there. 

In the backdrop of the facts and circumstances explained above, it is, I am 
directed to say, hardly possible for the Commission to re-confirm its earlier programme 
of visiting Moscow from 21.9.04. The Commission has, therefore , now no alternative 
but to revise the programme after receiving further information regarding the proposed 
visit to Omsk , Paddosk and Irkhutsk and access to the archives in Russia.. 

The Commission will shortly communicate to you its decision regarding revised 
programme for visit to Moscow and other places in Russia. 

With 


Yours 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 

Mr. L.D.Ralte, 

Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001. 

D.O.No. JMCI/E0/2002-2003/83(III)/1 97/1 September 1 3, 2004 



Copy forwarded to 
Sri Umesh Kalra, 

Director (Security), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Govt, of India, North Block, 

New Delhi- 1 10001 - for information. In this connection, the discussions the undersigned 
had with him in his chamber on 9.9.04 may kindly be recalled.. 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


4 
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Prsdyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For inquiiy into the alleged disappearance of 


& : 033-2252-2835, 2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

imcinscbocal3.vsnl.net. in 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

D.O.No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(II3)/I86 
1 V;:r ^ 'Hi 



August 30, 2004 


Please refer to your d.o. letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol-XII dated 12 ,h August, 2004 
regarding the proposed visit of the Commission to Moscow and some other places in the 
Russian Federation. No further communication in this regard has been received from you 
and, as a result, the Commission has not yet been able to finalise its programme. The 
Ministry of Home Affairs are repeatedly asking for a final programme of visit to Russia. 


I am directed to request you to kindly expedite the matter so that the visit may be 
completed before the dreaded winter sets in. 


As directed , I am to say that the Commission wants to complete the visit before 
September 30, 2004 or at best by the first week of October, 2004 to avoid the bitter 
winter of Russia. 


The Commission needs time to make preparations for the proposed visit 
including sending intimation well in advance to all the deponents, some of whom may 
like to be present at the sitting/meeting of the Commission in Moscow and other places 
in Russian Federation. Finalisation of the programme of the Commission’s visit to 
Taiwan and some other places also depends on the time of the proposed visit to Russia. 
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Considering the extreme urgency of the matter, an early reply will be highly 
appreciated. 


Yours 





(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


«1 


Mr. L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 1 10 001 

D.O.No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(ffl)/186/l 




August 30, 2004 


Copy forwarded to 
Sri Urnesh Kalra, 

Director (Security) 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Govt, of India, 

North Block, 



L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


03 December 2004 


Dear 



The Ministry of Home Affairs has extended the term of the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), that is inquiring into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith, by a further 
six months ie. upto 14 May 2005 . The Commission has been asked to submit 
its report before the expiry of the extended term. 

2. We have been informed by the JMCI that it is constrained to cancel 
its proposed plans to visit the Russian Federation due to its inability to 
schedule and undertake a visit during the ongoing bitter Russian winter and 
which is unlikely to be over before the end of its own term viz. May 2005. 

3. Meanwhile the JMCI has sought Ministry’s assistance in 
obtaining/ accessing some documents said to be available in the Archives of 
the Russian Federation. 

4. The JMCI have drawn attention to an affidavit filed by one Shri Kamal 
Dutt of Vill. Station Road, P.O.Hojai, Dist. Nagaon, Assam, wherein a 
reference has been made to a document said to be available in the Russian 
Federation Archives, containing information relating to Netaji dating back to 
August 1946. A copy of the affidavit is enclosed . 

3. We shall be grateful if you could take up the matter with the 
Government of the Russian Federation and request them to allow the JMCI to 
access the relevant document said to be kept in the Russian archives. 







Shri Asoke Kumar Mukherjee 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
Moscow 



"Iff^ 




Before the Justice Mukherjee Commission of enquiry into the 

alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 11/A 

Mirza Galib Street, Calcutta - 700 087, Block B (3rd 

Floor), I Kamal Dutta, age 48, son of Late Benoy Bhusan 

Dutta, Village : Station Road P.0. Hojai, district Nagaon, 

« 1 

Assam 782435, Secretary North East Region Netaji Co- 
ordination Committee, Hojai, Village Station Road, P.0. 
Hojai, district - Nagaon, Assam 782435 do state as follows; 





The Russian archives of Foreign Affairs, Russian 
Federation, unearthed a document on Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose which requires proper examination and investigation. 

The report narrates : 


Sayadyants V. a soviet agent was residing in 

yXduring the, period of World War II, 1943. He was 

i '-,oN 
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In August 16, 1946 J. Nehru asked this agent to deliver his 
letter personally to Stalin. With Nehru's letter to Stalin 
Sayadyants left for Moscow on August 28, 1946 through 
Tehran leaving behind a small report on political situation 
in India. 


The report reveals certain intriguing clues : 

a] Comrade Somenath Lahiri's (the then Secretary 

CPI) secret visit to USSR from 23.07.1946 to 

03.08.1946. 

« • 

b] Sayadyants observation of Soviet Communist 
Party's attitude towards Nehru &■ Gandhi's 
ideology. 

c] Finally, he asserts with evidences and makes a 
positive statement that Subhas Chandra Bose is 
the only alternative leader and can be accepted 
as the only National leader of India. 


This Note clearly indicates that Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose was alive in August 1946. For this, the 
letter sent by Nehru to Stalin should be declassified and 
Sayadyants report needs verification. 
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Besides, when Nehru as Prime Minister of India 
tzi sited USSR in the year 1955, say ady ants met him in Moscow 
and expressed his desire to settle in India. Records in 
the Ministry of External Affairs, Russian Federation, 

Inform that during 1959-1960 Sayadyants left for India 
for good. 

The Government of India can throw some light on 
the where*outs and fate of sayadyants. 

The dossier, inventory aid file nurrbers along with 
the documents will be produced when required. 


Verified that the statements made in the above para- 
graphs of the above affidavit are true to my personal know- 
ledge and some are collected from information received and 
believe to be true by me. 


Sworn before me by the deponent who is identified to 
my satisfaction by advocate - Monoraij an Ghosh. The affidavit 
has been read out in full to the deponent who has signed it 
after admitting Xa it to be correct, on this the second day 
of February, Two thousand. 



Explained and Identified 
by me, 

.^UlLL 
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L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


03 December 2004 


Dear 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) that is inquiring 
into the facts and circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected 
therewith have approached us for assistance in accessing some documents 
said to be available with the Vietnamese archives. 

2. The JMCI have drawn attention to a sworn affidavit filed by one Dr. 
Tilak Raj Sareen of New Delhi (copy of extract of para-3 of affidavit enclosed) 
and to a newspaper report (copy of clipping enclosed) that appeared in the 
Telegraph newspaper on 26.9.1994, wherein a reference has been made to the 
availability of “accessible pictorial and documentary material on NetajVs 
stay at Saigon in 1945 with the Government of Vietnam? . 

3. We shall be grateful if you could take up the matter with the 
Government of Vietnam and request them to allow the JMCI to have access to 
the relevant documents relating to Netaji, during the Commission’s proposed 
visit to Vietnam. 


Yours sincerely, 


(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri N.Ravi, 
Ambassador of India, 
Hanoi 


- 2S2-2?e6/6a 






Koikala, dated, 25.11,04 


From : Shri P.K, Sengupta 
Seer etary 


To 


The Joint Secretary (CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi - 110001. 


Sir, 


I am directed to send herewith a copy of extracts 


IP 


of para 3 from the affidavit sworn and filed by Dr. Tilak 
"Raj Sareen of New Delhi and a copy of the report titled, 
“Vietnam Archives hold Key to Netaji Flight" authored 
by Ms. Prabha Jagannathan which was published in the 
•Telegraph* , an English daily, on September 26,1994 
with the request to kindly take up the matter with the 
Government of Vietnam and request them to allow the 
Commission to have access to all the relevant documents 
relating to Netaji during the proposed visit of the 
Commission to Vietnam* 


IP 




Enclosures: As stated above 



( P.K. Sengupta ) 
Secretary 
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from. : JMC I 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 


NOU. 29 2004 02:00PM PI 


By Regd.Post with A/D. 



Justice IVIukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

Fon lwo;ji;<v Into th" At i.cgko Disappearance of 

Nf'.TAji .Suam'A* Chandra Bosk. 

•!i’ 15 lock, ( Thud Moor) 

I I/A Mirza Glia lib Srioct, Kolkata 700 087 


Phono: 



Chairman - 252-2035 

Secretary - 252-2767 
Offktsf on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 

- 252 - 2766/68 


J tL ' e-nuut : jm d ns cb@cal. 3 .vsni.net. in 

0<J‘)i -053-252 2765 


NO. JMCi/25/2000/298. 


Kolkata, dated, 25.11.04. 

I 


From x shxi P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 


To i The Joint Secretary (CNV) , 

Minlatxy of External Affaire, 

Government of India* 

South Block, 

New Delhi - 110001. 

Sir, 

I am directed to send herewith a copy of extracts 
of para 3 from the affidavit sworn and filed by Dr. Tllak 
Raj Sareen of New Delhi and a copy of the report titled, 
•Vietnam Archives hold Key to Netaji Flight" authored 
by Ms. Prabha Jagannathan which was published in the 
'Telegraph* , an English daily, on September 26,1994 
with the request to kindly take up the matter with the 
Government of Vietnam and request them to allow the 
commission to have access to all the relevant documents 
relating to Netaji during the proposed visit of the 
Commission to Vietnam, 

Enclosures: As stated above. Yours faith 

* ( P.K. Sengupta ) 

Secretary 




By Regd.post with a/D. 


Fax : 

0091-033-252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subiias Ciiandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


CIO 


NO. JMCI/ 25/2 000/298* 


- 252-2835 

- 252-2767 



Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252 - 2766/68 

e-mail : inicinscb@cal.3.vsnl.nct.in 


Kolkata, dated, 25.11.04, 


From t shrl P.K, Sengupta 
Seer etary 

To * The Joint Secretary (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs* 

Government of India* 

South Block* 

New Delhi - 110001. 

Sir * 

I am directed to send herewith a copy of extracts 
of para 3 from the affidavit sworn and filed by Dr. Tilak 
Raj Sareen of New Delhi and a copy of the report titled* 
"Vietnam Archives hold Key to Netaji Flight" authored 
by Ms. Prabha Jagannathan which was published in the 
‘Telegraph* * an English daily* on September 26*1994 
with the request to kindly take up the matter with the 
Government of Vietnam and request them to allow the 
Commission to have access to all the relevant documents 
relating to Netaji during the proposed visit of the 
Commission to Vietnam* 



* 
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FROM PRABHA 
JAGANNATHAN 


Ho Chi Minh City, Sept. 25: The 
city of Saigon may even today 
hold the key to a crucial missing 
piece of Indian history related to 
the disappearance of Netaji Sub- 
as Chandra Bose during World 
War II. Ironically, though, the 
Indian government seems 
reluctant to pursue this lead. 

The government of the Social- 
ist Republic of Vietnam has 
access to certain pictorial and 
documentary material on Neta- 
ji' o, last flight — during 
which he made a sojourn in Sai- 
gon city on his way to Taipei (For- 
mosa) and Tokyo in Japan — 
before his final disappearance, 
according to the authorities. 

“There is accessible material 
here on Netaji’s stay in Saigon in 
1945, when a large part of Indo- 
china was under Japanese domi- 
nation. However, the Indian 
government is reluctant to pur- 
sue this lead, which is likely to 
help us unearth some exceeding- 
ly interesting material on Neta- 
ji’s disappearance since it will 
reopen the entire issue,” said a 
highly placed source, 

However, Indian embassy offi- 
cials, who admit the existence of 
“some material” including news- 
paper clippings related’ to the 


event, dismiss this, saying, “The 
last thing we want is to embroil 
ourselves in another controversy 
over Netaji. Any talk of this is 
likely to get blown out of propor- 
tion immediately in India.” 

While some of this materia! 
was acquired by the government 
of the Socialist Republic of Viet- 
nam in the post re-unification 
period from the authorities at 
the Majestic Hotel, where Netaji 
was put up by the Japanese 
government, materia! on Netaji 
is also believed to have been 
accessed by the government 
here v/hile collecting archival 
material on both the World War 
II and the Vietnam War period. 

Located along the Saigon 
river, the Majestic Hotel, once 
considered the city’s most eleg- 
ant and prestigious. 

Netaji is also believed to have 
met the Vietnam Cong Sai. (Viet-, 
nam Communist party) chief and 
father of the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh, as well 
as the Burmese leader, Bamo, as 
part of his war-time strategy to 
gai ner support for the INA and 
Azad Hind Fauj. 

The Forward Bloc MP, Mr Chit- 
ta Basu, who has for years been 
trying to get the Indian govern- 


ment interested in retrieving all 
archival material related to the 
50-year-old mystery of Netaji’s. 
disappearance in 1945, said, 
“There are a lot of theories about 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’s 
last flight in 1945. In 1943 (Octo- 



ber 21), Netaji made Singapore 
his headquarters for declaring 
independence of Azad Hind from 
the British and opposition to the 
Allied forces. Fie met and discuss- 
ed strategy with many leaders in 
the Southeast Asian region 
before he was flown on a Japane- 
se plane in 1945 to Formosa. 


Some e Sdence suggest that he 
did stop over at Saigon. Others 
claim it’s just a smokescreen.” 

Mr Chitta Basu, however, per- 
sonally met former INA mem- 
bers in xhailand and Singapore 
who confirmed that the Netaji 
• did stopover in Saigon in 1945. 

Netaji Centenary: Now' involv- 
ed in efforts to get the Rao 
government interested in a 
nationwide centenary celebra- 
tions of Netaji next year, Mr 
Basu, in 090, presented both the 
Indian ambassador as well as 
senior government officials in 
Moscow vith all the documents 
on Netaji. “I requested senior 
party offirials to help in retriev- 
ing all naterial on Netaji by 
accessing their wartime 
archives. They agreed, but the 
Indian government did not pur- 
sue the miter,” he said. 

When Jit' Rao became Prime 
Minister, M r Chitta Basu met 
both Mr 3ao and the human 
resource development minister, 
Mr Arjun sngh, besides the Indi- 
an Councilf° r Historical Resear- 
ch (ICHRphftcials on the issue. 

He also wrote to “friendly 
governmeits tn Southeast Asia 


• wMl’as in UK, Taiwan, China 
and Japan. But nothing transpir- 
ed and the Indian government 
showed no interest in the cente- 
nary celebrations, either. 

Without the Indian govern- 
ment’s active interest and 
support, Mr Chitta Basu stresses, 
there is no way of getting authen- 
tic information on what happen- 
ed at that point of time in Indian 
history and the Freedom 
Movement. 

Supreme Court verdict: Mean- 
while, Netaji scholars and acade- 
micians in Calcutta are eagerly 
awaiting the Supreme Court ver- 
dict on the award of the Bharat 
Ratna to the Netaji, posthu- 
mously, by the Indian govern- 
ment. 

' The verdict, which is due at 
end October, is related to the con- 
test of the award, both in the Cal- 
cutta High Court, and later, at. 
the Supreme Court, as “fal- 
lacious, since the Netaji’s demise 
has not been factually proved.” 

It is expected to restart the 
decades-old controversy on the 
Netaji’s mysterious flight. 

The government, which was 
asked by the Supreme Court to 
provide any evidence it may 
have on the issue, declined, argu- 
ing that all such information was 
classified. 

Efforts are on to get the 
material declassified. 
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issue and eli> d especially the report prepared -by a.n 
• 'meric on int oil i.jence officer, under Ceneral Douglas 
f-acorthur, on the death of Netaji* 



3* Calcutta’s leading English newspaper, 1 The Telegraph* 
published a report from its correspondent in Saigon, 
r ro bh a Jaqannal nan , on 26 September 1994, in which 
she mentioned chut * there is accessible material here- 
on Netaji* s stay at Saigon in 19-15, when large 

•Carrs of indo - China was under Japanese domination* 
‘Owovar, the Indian Covarnment is reluctant to pursue 

this lead, which is likely to help unearth some extremely 
interesting material on Net« j i* s disappearance* • She 


added: " The Sovemment of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam has access to certain pictorial and documentary 
material of Netaji' s last flight during which he 


▼ - ,s_ 

S,a\ made a sojourn in Saigon city on his way to Taipei 

f kr >v 

-•v,; ; (Formosa) and T 0 kvo before his final disappearance’* 




l 


i I feel that tiie Commission should r e -iuest the Covernment o 
! ' ietnam to place all the material pertaining to Netaji 




the Commission's disposal* 


4. fouriy fifty five yo«rs after the reported a ire rash 


>t iciper, t no records of the intelligence bureau of tin 

C • • • d 



oovcimnent of have not boon declass if ied* r or 


instance, the reports prepared by -cssrs Finney and davies, 
who wore sent to the Far cast to trace Nalaji after the 
hews of the aircrcsh was known, are not yet available for 
adm.iniafc examination* They were accompanied by two 

Indian Police Officers, n.il.hay an J K.^.Je, w ho might 

have m i hm it t eJ . -t he! r own reports to the Intelligence 
bureau* The Government of India should be urged to 

make all these reports available for close scrutiny* 

T- R.. 
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||RY Phone: 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 



Fax : 0091-033-252-2765 


Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252 - 2766/68 

e-mail : i mcinscb@cal.3.vsnl.nct.in 


22.11.2004. 
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NO. JMCI/ DOC/ 99-2000/ 56(V)/289 Kolkata, dated, 


From : Shri P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 

To s The Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs. 
Government of India. 

South Block. 

New Delhi 110001. 


Sir, 

I have been directed to send herewith a xerox 
copy of the affidavit dated February 2. 2000 filed 
before the Commission by shri Kamal Dutt of Vill. 
Station Road. P.O. Hojai, Dist. Nagaon, Assam 782435, 
with the request to furnish immediately information, 
if any, available regarding the soviet Agent, 
Sayadyants V. who, according to shri Kamal Dutt, 




By Reqd,Post with A/D, rTTN 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subiias Ciiandsu Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mir/a Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Fax : 

0091 - 033 - 252-2765 


NO. JMCI/Doc-64( Vi) /2004/293, 



Phone: 

Chairman — 252-28! 

Secretary - 252-276 7 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 

e-mail ; i mcinscb@cal.3.vsnl.nct.in 


Kolkata, dated, 23,11,04. 


From : Shzi M. Roy, IAS (Retd,), 
Officer on Special Duty 




To x The Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block 

New Delhi - 110001, 

Sir , 

With reference to D.O.No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated 
12 October, 2004 from Shri L.D.Ralte, Director ( CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, I am directed to send herewith 
the English translations done by oiur Sr .Hindi Translator of 
the two articles which appeared in 'Dainik Statesman' 

(in Bengali) on 19,09.2004 and 26,09,2004 regarding the 
alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Xerox copies 
of the original articles in Bengali are also enclosed along 
with the said translations. 


% 


; I am directed to request that the information/files 

f r fcfij v called for in this Commission's letter no. JMCl/Doc(For ) / 

yi^T , ^9-2000/56(V)/228 dated 28.09.2004 and letter No. JMCI/Doc- 
64(Vi) /2004/238 dated 04,10,2004 may kindly be procured and 
furnished to this Commission at an early date, 

Enclo : As stated above. Yours faithfully, 

Wa^>— 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 

No. JMCI/Doc-64(Vi)/2004/293( 1) . Dated 23rd November'04. 

Copy tos The Director( Security) , Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, New Delhi for information and favour 
of taking necessary action.Xerox copies of the 
aforesaid two articles along with their English 
translations are enclosed herewith. 



( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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Translation into English of an Article in 
DAINIK STATESMA N (BENGALI) Dated Sunday . 19-09-2004 


NETAJI MYSTERY AT A NEW JUNCTURE 

NETAJI "YOUR CRIMINAL" THUS WROTE NEHRU 

TO ATTLEE 

By 

SAMIT KUMAR DUTTA 


We have to accept this fact now that while 
dealing with the mystery of Netaji’s disappearance, 
the name of Russia crops up invariably in one way 
or the other. Taking this aspect into consideration, 
the Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the mysterious 
disappearance of Netaji will short ly be keen to visit 
Russia to collect information. The Commission has also 
appreciated this aspect of the matter. It is possible 
to resolve this enigma to a great extent if in the 
larger interest of cordial relations between India and 
Russia, the indologists of Russia and the Russian 
Government opens up few specific classified records. 

In this regard a meaningful cooperation from Russia 
depends on the proper gesture and sincerity of the 
Government elected by a vast majority of the people of 
India and its Parliament. 

There seems to be a great possibility to resolve 
this mystery if we discuss in detail the sources J jvovwt’/'? 
relating to this subject referred to by Justice' G.D. 
Khosla who presided over the earlier Inquiry Commission 
on the mystery of Netaji, and later by Gumnami Baba 
himself and lastly by Dr. Purabi Roy. The indications 
carried by the incidents which occurred at different 
stages should not be overlooked or taken lightly. 


- • 2 •- 



Justice Khosla said, ’’Few people with reason 
and sense will disbelieve the story of Bose 's death 
at Taipeh. But it is hard to reject the testimony 
of so many disinterested witnesses, four of whom were 
Bose's co-passengers in the ill-fated pLane, and also 
suffered serious injuries* Apart from this, since then 
30 years have roiled by and Netaji has not made an 
appearance. A person of Netaji's stature - a man of 
indomitable courage, and a very powerful personality 
in national political thinking, cannot remain in 
hiding. Inactivity was foreign to his nature. We must^tk«^jvvt, 
accept the fact of his death as a natural incident. 

(The Last Days of Netaji - Page 184). 


Justice Khosla arrived at this conclusion depending 
on the oral evidence of the Japanese, and Col.Habibur 
Rahaman, a great confidant - follower of Netaji. His 
reasoning is that all of them cannot lie. According to 
Justice Khosla, the story of Netaji's death without any 
evidence or proof means either he is alive or he could 
not escape death because of the accident. But people 
cannot have confidence on this unreasonable comment of 
Khosla Commission. Justice Khosla was very much 
saddened by the part played by Professor Samar Guha, 
atleast if he C3n be believed in this respect . It was 
because of Professor Guh*»$ efforts that Khosla 
»v . wos cooe- Itud* Justice Khosla has said, 

hHe \ Professor Guhft) believed in $o*e alternative 
v*r*iou of Sose*$ death in so o other aanner. He thought 

at s .'-te other place or time 

v % . he sti.i exists as a live individual." 


• o • 




Khosla has further said, "Professor Guha 
disbelieved the story of Bose's death in an 
aircrash out of a passionate anxiety. It is 
really amazing." 

While Khosla Commission was proceeding 
with its work we had heard about alternative 
views. Now you will come to know about the 
evidence given by Shyamlal Jain, He was 
associated with the I.N.A, Defence Committee 
appointed by the Congress Party. Shri Jain 
had given to the Khosla Commission a new 
shocking revelation. His statement in brief 
is given belowj- 

"I solemnly affirm and state on oath with 
full responsibility that the following 
information are true. One evening, (the date 
may be December 26 or 27) I was called by 
Shri Jawaharlal • Nehru on telephone to come to 
the residence of Shri Asaf Ali with a typewriter 
as he had a lot of work to be typedby me, which 
I complied. After getting some papers typed by 
me, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru drew out a paper 
from the pocket of his achkan (long coat) and 
asked me to make four copies of it for him. The 
said paper was a handwritten matter and was 
Somewhat difficult to read. Now, what was 
written in that paper, I am trying to reproduce 
from my memory". 


„ • A, • * 


"Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose proceeding by 
aeroplane from Saigon arrived today, August 23, 

1945 at Dairen (Manchuria) at 1.30 afternoon. The 
said plane was a Japanese bomber-plane. Hardly 
one person could sit in that plane. It was full 
of gold (in the shape of gold bars, ornaments and 
jewellery). Netaji carried two attache cases, one 
in each hand. On alighting from the plane, Netaji 
took tea with banana-s.In the meantime, all the goods 
in the plane were unloaded and re-loaded in a jeep 
standing in front of it. when Netaji finished tea, 
he along with four others (out of which one was a 
Japanese named General Shidei and others have 
lapsed from memory), took their seats in the jeep. 
The said jeep proceeded towards Russian territoy. 
After about 3 hours the said jeep returned and 
after the pilot of the plane was informed, the plane 
flew back to Tokyo". 

"After handing over the said paper to me for 
typing, he told me that I vo uld be called later on, 
saying this Shri Jawaharlal Nehru went to Shri Asaf 
Ali and remained busy in conversation with him for 
10 to 15 minutes. I could not complete the letter, 
because the name of the writer on the letter was not 
readable, and I kept waiting for Shri Jawaharlal 
to come and tell the name. In the meantime, I went 
through the letter several times and that is all 
that I could remember to the present day. Shri 
Jawaharlal Nehru could not discern the name of the 
writer and asked me to pull cut the papers and hand 
over to him as they were". 


"I solemnly affirm and state on oath that 
thereafter Shri Jawaharlal Nehru gave me four 
papers from his writing pad to make four copies of 
a letter, which he dictated to me and I had typed 
the same. The contents of that letter, as far as I 
could remember were as follows: 

To 

Mr. Clement Attlee 
Prime Minister of Britain 
10 Downing Street 
London. 

Dear Mr. Attlee, 

I understand from a reliable source that 
Subhas Chandra Bose, your war criminal has 
been allowed to enter Russian territory by 
Stalin. This is a clear treachery and betrayal 
of faith by the Russians. As Russia has been 
an Ally of the British - Americans, it should 
not have been done by them. Please take note 
of it and do what you consider proper and fit. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jawaharlal Nehru”. 

Apart from Shyamlal Jain, there were few more 
witnesses who in their depositions before the Khosla 
Commission had stated about Bose having gone to Russia. 

At that time proper proof could not be found. Those 
depositions were not fit to be believed by Justice Khosla. 
Moreover, no effort was made to find out the correspondence 
between Attlee - Nehru, or Attlee - Stalin. Hence, 
nothing more could be known on the subject. What followed 
the shocking revelations by Shri Jain in his deposition, 
will be discussed in the next article. Perhaps most of 
us would believe that probably Jain did not lie. 
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If Netaji had died in the air crash on 
18 August, 1945, then why a pers on (name not disc losed) 
went to the Consulate of America at Mumbai in May, 1946 
and expressed h is deep concern about Netaji being alive ? 

| The name of that person has been omitted from all reports 
» even though those are not classified. 

This was stated by Donovan of the American 
Con sulate in Bombay, He had said, "The Indian peopled 
mind have bee n gr eat ly influenced _by_ Bose, I f he 
returns to his co untry then there will be so much of 
turmoil in the country that a ccording to him it v\o uld 
become w ell nigh di fficult to control it”. 

Thereafter on 23rd May, 1946 Donovan wrote on this 
subject to the Am eric an Home Secretary at Washington . 

Just think, politically how serious the matter was, 

- — - - - i M — 

that even Home S ecret ary had to be informed of "some positive 
proofs regarding the death of Bose." 

F or the sake of revealing a historical truth, will 
the Govt, of U.S.A. now disclose the name of that person 
who had approac hed Donovan ? Try to remember, that the 
Congress had accepted the partition of the country, the 
Muslim League had also accepted it. The return of Netaji, 
probably, could save the country from being partitioned. 

For that reason it was necessary to know whether Netaji 
is alive or dead. And had he been alive, it was necessary 
to detain him at a place faraway from this country. 

In the next article it would be our endeavour to discuss 
the view point as recorded in 'Oi Mahamanab Ashe’. 

(Here comes that Majestic person). So far as I know 
before the matter of *0i Mahamanab Ashe' was published, 
it received the approval of Gumnami Baba. Regarding the 
authenticity and proof etc. of the contents of 'Oi 
Mahamanab Ashe' only the author of the book can vouch 
for. I have understood that the Mukherjee Commission has 
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accepted 'Oi Mahananab Ashe • as a piece 
of information. 

The writer is an 
Ex Director of C.B.I. 

Translated by 
A. K. Banerjee 
29/1 0/2004 
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Translation of an article by Samit Kumar Dutta which 
was published in the 'Dainik Statesman' (Bengali) 
dated 26.09.2004, 


NETAJI MYSTERY AT A NEW JUNCTURE 

LET THERE BE RESEARCH ON THE RECORDS AVAILABLE 
IN AMERICA RELATING TO NETAJI 

By 

SAMIT KUMAR DUTTA. 


In my last article I endeavoured to show the Findings 
by Justice Khosla regarding the death of Netaji. According 
to him Netaji died on 18 August 1S45 because of an air crash 
at Taihoku. To-day in this article I would deal with those 
published or printed materials which depict about Gumnami Baba's 
going over to Russia. It was published in 'Oi Mahamanab Ashe' 
and ' Jayashree* . From the published material stated to be the 
views of Gumnami Baba, is it possible to prove anything regarding 
the real identity of Gumnami Baba ? It has been contended that 

Yv 

he had been going to South-East Asia. China and different regions 
of Russia. 

Gumnami Baba had made it known that during his stay in 
Russia he was made to put in very hard labour. I feel that without 
the approval of Gumnami Baba nothing could have been published 
in *Oi Mahamanab Ashe' • The few contributors to ^ayashree who 
are still alive can now give their views on oath before the . 
Mukher jee Commission regarding the truth or otherwise of the 
contents of the writings published in it. Vihen Justice Khosla 
Commission was doing its work, they did not broach the subject 
before him, because there was the question of being on oath to 
keep the secret. Now the time has come to reveal the truth. If 
they do not come forward now to reveal that truth, then in future 
no other committee would be able to do anything regarding the 
mystery of Neta ji^disappearance. It is now or never. 

If we believe what Gumnami Baba has said, then we find that 
he had been to Siberia, China, Vietnam and other countries of 
South-East Asia. He was known by the name of General Death or 
General Shiv. Two names for the same person, if this contention 
is true then sufficient proof etc. must be available in the 
Archives of the governments of those countries. 


The entire scheme of D^lai Lama’s escape from Lhasa 
was drawn up by General Shiv* Such a claim has been made in 
a book on Dalai Lama written by Lowell Thomas* in which there 
is description regarding the activities of General Shiv. I 
could not go through the book because I could not get it* 

Late B.N. Mullick, Director of Intelligence Burea while giving 
evidence before the Khosla Commission had stated that he 
could not go through the book. He was specifically asked 
questions about the book. He was asked whether on behalf of 
the government the Intelligence Bureau was asked anything 
regarding the Book. He replied in negative. Those who have 
read this book can throw some light on the subject. I shall 
wait for replies from the readers. 

Gumnarai Baba has described the various places of Russia* 
China, Tibet* and Himalayan regions of India. He says* he knew 
Ho-chi-Minh very intimately. At present only Dalai Lama can 
confirm or deny the contentions of Gumnami Baba or about his 
relations with him. It is also possible to gather some 
information from the records etc. preserved in the archives of 
Vietnam. Probably, Mukher jee Commission may go to Vietnam in 
the coming days. 

The famous hero of the Vietnam War General Giap is still 
living. He, probably* may throw some light on this aspect. The 
Indo-Vietnam relations are very cordial. There is mutual 
Co-operation between the two countries. If the matter is 
investigated, it is possible that something may come out. 

Regarding Gumnami Baba’s going to Manchuria excerpts 
from page 306 of 'Oi Mahamanb Ashe' is reproduced below. 

M He had made his plan to disappear much before the 
Japanese surrender, so much so that prior to this he had visited 
' R' (Russia). No body knew about it. He returned after a month 
and a half. 1 ' 

** The first departure in a bomber aircraft was absolutely 
fake. It was announced that he, along with Kimura and others 
were in the plane. Just after that the real bomber plane left 
for an unknown destination. The Minister Iyer had followed that 
bomber-plane with wealth and jewelleries. But he had gone to 
Tokyo. Part of the wealth and jewelleries he handed over to 
Ram Murti. Some valuable stones and jewelleries were sold and 
converted into cash. He got help in this regard from British 
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army officer in Tokyo and foreign officers stationed in Japan.". 

" ’ J.N.’ Nehru knew about it. Out of huge wealth and 
jewelleries only a negligible portion was given to ‘J* by 
Murti. Nothing out of the valuable stones and jewelleries was 
destroyed in the fire* It was only a concocted story. The 
story was concocted by Japanese Army, British Citizens, Govt, 
of India, and above all the members of the party. And for that 
reason no efforts were made to make enquiries.". 

" Unfortunately, there was a surprising goincidence, 
when he was by chance seen by a few Anglo-American and Japanese 
(unknown) workers in a hotel in Saigon. This incident took 
place after the news of the air crash and his death had 
spread." Here lies the real question- A few days after the 
alleged air crash, did Gumnami Baba leave Saigon for some 
unknown destination ? A through report of the American 
Intelligence Department is required in this matter to know 
the exact time when the plane left Saigon for Manchuria. 

On this very subject there is the evidence of Shyam Lai 
Jain. And from that we get to know something. As stated by Jain, 
was it true that Nehru received some information from a 
reliable source ? 

It is stated that 'Char an* (not real namg) had handed 
over a piece of paper relating to the above mentioned subject 
to Lila Roy. That piece of paper must be now with the Mukher jee 
Commission. It is necessary to find out about the writer 
of this piece of information, and it is important to be proved 
by oral evidence of experts the matter of his handing over 
the same. 

It is the established law that each of the contention 
recorded must be supported by reasonable proof. 

Is there any oral evidence or written document of any 
witness available in the context of the alleged claims of 
Gumnami Baba or in support of his dis-appearance ? I can 
refer to the statement of Debnath Das. He was the Secretary- 
General for East Asia of the Indian Independence League . In 
1953 in a signed statement he contended that on 17.05.1945 and 
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I 6-08-1945 Net a ji himself had given him the responsibility of a 
great mission to be achieved as a Special Officer* The last 
direction was two days before the alleged air crash. What he 
had said inter alia has been written in 'Oi Mahamanab Ashe* , 
the same is reproduced below :- 

" Just after a week -Of the announcement of Netaji' s death, 
on 26 August, the Chief of the Japanese Military Intelligence, 
and a Military Officer of Toulune met me at Hanoi. Toulune is 
the Headquarters of Marshall Terauchi. The officer from Toulune 
had said, " Do not believe the incident of air crash as a true 
incident. You will decide about moving from one place to another 
and other plans as schemed in the 'Alternative Plan$ by Netaji". 

Debnath Das had stated all these while deposing before the 
Shah Nawaz Committee. Probably he had mentioned about this once 
again in a signed statement. That signed statement referred to 
in 'Oi Maha Manab Ashe * must be available with the Mukher jee 
Commission. Probably, Debnath Das maintained a personal Diary. 

It is necessary that the said Diary is obtained from the family 
of Debnath Das by showing ethical reasons. 

According to Information given by Gumnami Baba, Alfred Wag, 
an American Spy was working from South-East Asia. This information 
was written by the Baba in a piece of paper at Faizabad. It has 
transpired that Wag worked in the guise of a journalist of 
Chicago Tribune. It has further come to light that after the 
news announced by Japanese Radio, Wag repeatedly told Pandit 
Nehru at Delhi on 29 August 1945 that 'Bose is alive and he was 
seen at Saigon four days before.' This information regarding Wag 
was given by Professor Samar Guha. But he forgot from where he 
got this information. But there are reports to this effect in 
contemporary news media. Subsequently Professor Guha wrote-^On 

II September 1945 at Jhansi, Nehru told A.P.I. (News Agency) that 
like other innumerable people, he did not believe in the news 
which has been published regarding the death of subhas Chandra 

i/ 

Bose. He had said, " I have received quite a few reports. The 
contents of those reports make me suspicious, and I do not believe 
in the authenticity of those news." (Country Must Know what Happemd 
to Netaji- 


- By Samar Guha) . That simple hearted, straight forward 
professor is no more. Now who will come forward to corroborate 
his version,. with logic ? Only American records can throw 
light on the truth. The source lies here. Most of the 
governments of the world hesitate to give out such sensitive 
inf ormation.The role which the present government has to take 
up precisely for getting hold of all those records will 
require it to exert diplomatic pressure and to adopt a policy 
of being sensitive to the issue, 

I want to remind the readers about Mulka Govinda Reddy, 
who is still alive and at present he is 88, 

While deposing before the Khosla Commission he had 
stated that he, along with Dr, L,M, Singhvi, Prakash Vir 
Shastri , Ram Sevak Jadav and another M,P, visited Taipei and 
Formosa in 1966. Dr, Lin, a liaison officer of the Foreign 

Gi C ^*C- 

Ministry of Formosa^was accompanying them. Dr, Lin, under 
the direction of the then Minister of State For Foreign Affairs 
had investigated the incident of the alleged air cash at 
Taihoku on 18 August 1945 resulting, in the death of Netaji, 

He also submitted a report to the government. He verbally 
told the visiting Parliamentary delegation that no positive 
proof regarding the dteath of Netaji in the said air crash 
could be found. The same version was heard by the visiting 
Parliamentary delegation from the Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs and the Mayor • Accor ding to Reddy this is a * Vital 
information' , Probably this information had been noted by 
Prakash Vi£ Shastri. I feel this matter requires to be 
investigated. I do not know how this information was looked 
into by the Khosla Commission. Now enquiries can be made from 
Mulka Govinda R teddy. And if this cannot be done then the 
valuable information received in the past will be lost. Dr. L.M. 
Singhvi is still quite active. He can appear before the 
Commission and either corroborate or deny the evidence of 
Dr. Reddy. 

What Gumnami Baba had told his close associates those 
have neither been recorded nor published anywhere. Some 
eminent persons like Dr. Pabitra Mohan Roy, Leela Roy, and a 


few others maintained their personal Diary. The Mukher jee 
Commission can get hold of those diaries. The contents of 
these diaries may# perhaps# throw some light regarding the 
identity of Gumnami Baba. Not only that these may also 
contain many information which may be of help in the work of 
Inquiry by the Commission. 

Those persons who have such valuable information etc. 
they should valuntarily go to the Mukher jee Commission and 
submit their valuable records and diaries.And if that is not 
done all information and verbal proofs which may help in 
finding the identity of Gumnami Baba shall be lost for ever. 

The valuable records etc. of the I.N.A. which are 
available in India and in foreign countries are of great 
importance as evidence.A research-worker may do research on 
this subject* I have seen an O.S. S. Report of 1944. It is 
seen from this report that an American group had entered into 
the office of the India Independence League. Naturally# I do 
not want to mention any name. (Netaji'Dr . Motilal Bhargav) . 

The organisation prior to CIA was known as 0#S.S. CIA was 
established after the 2nd world War. 
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In the National Archives of Washington D.C. there are two 

declassified files regarding the death of Net a jl. The number 

Of those two files are - XL 38 7 6 1- Death of subhas Bose# 194 6 
and XL 47621- Deat h of Subhas Bose, 1946. | 

It is hoped that an Indian Research Scholar living in 
America will volunteer to come forward and do research with 
the help of these information and the records regarding Netaji 
preserved in U.S.A. I am surprised why the Indian Council of 
Historical Research is not making available sufficient funds 
for research relating to Netaji and I.N.A. Because Netaji 
played a very important part in the struggle for India's 
independence . 


by : 
ee 


Translated 
A.K.Baner j 
04.11.04. 


The writer is an 
Ex Director of C.B.I 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 




KEGISTOIEC WITH A/O. 

No. JMCI Doc/99-2000/56(V)/276. 


Phone: 


Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252 - 2766/68 

e-mail ; j mci nscb@cal.3 . vsni. net. i n 


Kolkata, dated, 18.11.04, 


From : Shxi M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) , 
Officer on Special Duty 


To x The Director ICNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi - 110001. 


v 


* 


sir, 

I am directed to refex to the^e6mmission' s letter 
No. JMCl/Doc(For )/99-2000/56 dated^28.9.04 requesting 
you to kindly arrange to procure and send to the 
Commission immediately a true copy of the report dated 
23.5.1946 of Mr. Donovan with the name(s) allegedly 
mentioned in the original report and to request you to 
kindly do the needful as expeditiously as possible. 




Yours faithfully. 


faithful] 

— — \| 


( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 
Special Duty 
Office 



- 2252-2767 

- 2252-2765 

- 2252 - 2766/68 


Fax : 033 2252-2765 


e-mail : jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(IV)/278(74) 


November 18, 2004 


w From: Under Certificate of Posting 

Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 


To 

The Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt, of India, South Block, 
New Delhi- 110001 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to inform you that the Commission will hold its next sitting on 09.12.2004 and 
if need be, on 10.12.2004 as well, starting at 11.00 AM at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, 
Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata-700007, when the Commission, besides 
transacting other business, is likely to examine / further examine the witnesses as named below - 



1. Dr. V. K. Kashyap, 

2. Shri Amar Singh, 

3. Smt. Manwati Arya, 

4. Shri J. K. Dutt, 

5. Shri Subrata Bose, MP. 

6. Shri Dibyajyoti Basu, 

7. Shri Kamal Dutta 

8. Shri Gora Chand Dey 


o. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(IV)/278(74)/l(2) 
Copy forwarded to : 


Yours faithfully, 

(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 
November 1 8, 2004 


1 . Mr. Tarakeswar Pal, Learned Senior Counsel, Government of India, 

33, Asoke Avenue, Kolkata 700040. 

2. Ms. Abha (Datta) Roy, Learned Counsel for the Govt, of West Bengal; 
F-4, Cluster XI, Purbachal Housing, Salt Lake City, Kolkata 700091 


(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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No JMCI/Overseas Witnesses/2000-01 /70(lll)/291 

I ron> Shri P.K. Stnfiupla, WBHJS (fteul.) 

Secretary 


To 

Sri U K Kalra, 

Director (IS ) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India, North Block 
New Delhi- 1 10001 

Sub Visit to Taipei and some other countftcpof Asia 


November 23, 2004 




Ref Your letter No I ( 120 14/6/200 1-1 A(D)IU Pt (IV) dtd. 26/10/2004, - 

Commission’s letter No JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-0I/83(III)/242 
and your letter No 1/12014/2/2004 NCB-U dated 8 10 04 


Dear Sir, 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1 1034/1 8/98-NCB-II 
dated 19 Ul November, 2004 and the accompanying copy of the Government Notification 
dated 14 th November, 2004 extending the term of the Commission upto 14 th May, 2005 and 
to request you to kindly refer to the above-quoted correspondence regarding visit of the 
Commission to Taipei and some other countries of Asia 

As earlier intimated, the team of the Commission will consist of the Hon’ble 
Chairman and its Secretary only A draft programme prepared on the basis of Flight 
Information received by the Commission is enclosed so that the process for according 
sanction may be initiated at your end without any avoidable delay Steps are being taken 
for sending to you dully fil)ed-in and signed proforma for approval of the proposed visit of 
the Commission to Singapore, Taipei, Vietnam,Bangkok and Malayasia as early as possible. 

A number of deponents before the Commission have expressed their intention to 
take part /to remain present at the sittings/meetings of the Commission in the aforesaid 
countries Some of them attended the sitting/meeting of the Commission in Japan As 
many as five (5) such deponents including Shri Subrata Bose, M.P have submitted written 
petitions ( copies enclosed) to the Commission requesting that they may be given 
reasonably sufficient lime for making preparation for visiting the countries for the 
aforesaid purpose They have requested the Commission to give them notice of the 
programme of the visit at least three/four weeks before the date of the commencement of 
the visit 


■' JMCI 
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As i he Commission has been informed by your Ministry that no further extension of 
llie term beyond 14 05 2005 will be allowed and asked to submit its report before the expiry 
of this extended term, I am directed to request you to ensure that the necessary order of 
sanction is issued and communicated to the Commission with utmost despatch to enable the 
Commission to complete us visit to the abovesaid countries according to the enclosed 
programme after giving the deponents at least 3 or 4 week’s notice 

As regards Point No (i) of your letter dated 8 th October, 2004, 1 am directed to say, 
in addition to what was stated in the letter No JMCI/ Overseas-Witnesses/2000- 
0 1 /83< IlI)/242 dated I4 U1 October, 2004, that the External Affairs Ministry have informed 
that our Missions in Singapore, Hanoi, Bangkok and Kualalampur have been informed of 
tbe proposed visit of the Commission and have been requested to make all necessary 
logistics arrangements like accommodation, transport, interpreter, etc (vide d o. letter No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol XII dated 12* October, 2004 of Shn L. D Ralte Jt. Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi) 



i 


As regards Taipei , the Commission has been in correspondence with India-Taipei 
Association for all necessary logistics arrangements. 

Yours faithfully, 

Ends &«*> C (& X-) (PKSengupta) 

Secretary 


No JMC l/OVERSEAS-WiTNESSES/2000-0 1 /70( 1 1 1 )/29 1(1) November 23,2004 

Copy forwarded along with the copy of the Provisional Programme of visit is forwarded 
for information and necessary action to 


Shri L D Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi - 110 001 


p 4 

(PK Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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Subject: JS(CNV)’s fax No 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII dated 1 1 Nov 04 
From: "fs2" <fs2@indembjp org> 

Date: Wed, November 17, 2004 2:23 pm 
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From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 

irector(CNV) from FS(Pol) 

is mail acknowledges JS(CNV)'s fax No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 11 Nov 04 
'addressed to Ambassador and also given an interim reply. 



In respect of para 3: 

It is hereby informed that, as is obvious from Ambassador's letter No.TOK/1 02/02/03 
dated 9 Apr 04, no formal request has been made recently. Our response to the 
request from Rev. Mochizuki in fact awaited response from the Ministry to the letter 
dated 9 Apr 04 from Ambassador. 

However, if the question in para 3 JS(CNV)'s fax dated 1 1 Nov 04 meant if formal 
request was ever made for conducting the DNA test, then the answer is yes. It was 
done in Jan 03. In that case too, -it may quickly be added, following objections 
received then, the request was retracted and renewed instructions were sought from 
the Ministry. After Jan 03, no new request has been made to Renkoji Temple. 


Correspondence of the period from Jan 03 till date between Mission and Ministry 
would bear this out. 


In respect of para 4: 

It is hereby informed that two officers from the Embassy are going to meet Rev. 
Mochizuki and ascertain his response. We would then revert in due course. 

Regards. 

G V Srinivas 


1 of 2 


11/18/2004 2:30 PM 


/ 
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L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 





11 November 2004 


This is with reference to correspondence regarding DNA testing of the alleged 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 

2. The information contained in your letter No. TOK/ 102/02/03 dated 9 April, 
2004, indicating therein that Rev Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji 
Temple, was willing to hand over the casket containing the ashes if he could 
retain a portion of the remains in the Temple, was conveyed to the Justice 
Mukerjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). 

3. The JMCI has conveyed its ‘no objection’ to the Head Priest’s request. The 
Commission has meanwhile sought to know whether any formal request has been 
made in this regard to the Head Priest of the Temple and, if so, the result of that 
request. 

4. The JMCI has also forwarded a copy of letter (enclosed) of Dr. Lalji Singh, 
Director, Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, addressed to 
Chairman, JMCI, wherein the ‘ feasibility or otherwise * of the DNA testing of the 
alleged ashes has been discussed. The JMCI has sought to know whether the Head 
Priest of the Renkoji Temple would agree to the request to allow a competent person 
to be deputed by the Commission to ‘sort out the potentially less charred pieces of 
bones’ from the casket containing the alleged ashes- as indicated in para 3 of Dr. 
Lalji ’s letter. 

4. We will be grateful for your early response in the matter. 


/ 

To, 

Shri M.L.Tripathi 
Ambassador 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 








Yours sincerely, 



[Fax : 00-81-3-3262-7240] 
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Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 
to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 


rn /TO 


& : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

imcinscb@ca!3. vsnl.net. in 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

'B’ Block (3 rd floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


D.O.No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/269 


November 09,2004 


Dear 




I am directed to request you to kindly refer to your letter No. 25/4/NGO-XII dated 31 May, 2004 
regarding DNA test of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple and 
also to my d.o. letter No. JMCl/EO/2002-03.83(IIiy86 dated June 17, 2004 in reply to your letter. 



Drawing your attention to the third para of your above-quoted letter dated 3 rd May, 2004, I am 
directed to request you to let the Commission know whether any formal request was made to the Head 
Priest of the temple and, if so, the result of that request. In my d.o. letter No. 83(IIl)/86 dated 17* June, 
2004 I informed you that the Commission had no objection to the stipulation mentioned in the second 
sentence of the first para of your above-quoted letter dated 3 1 May, 2004. Till now no reply to my d.o. 
letter dated 1 7* June, 2004 has been received. 


Meanwhile, the photographs of the alleged ashes, as received from the Indian Embassy in Japan, 
were shown to Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB at Hyderabad. I am directed to send herewith a copy of 
. his letter NqPCCMB/LS dated November 3, 2004 addressed to the Hon’ble Chairman of the Commission 
<- “ in which he has expressed his opinion about the feasibility or otherwise of the DNA test of the alleged 

1 1. C ashes, 

o t 

t j ^ I | jjjvj Inviting your notice to the third para of the letter of Dr. Lalji Singh, I would request you to kindly 

intimate the Commission whether the Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple would accede to a request to 
allow a competent person to be deputed by the Commission ‘to sort out the potentially l^ss charred pieces 
of bones’ from die casket containing the alleged ashes for die purpose of ascertaining whether DNA may be 
extracted from such pieces of bones. 
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Further action will be taken by the Commission after receiving your reply. 



With regards, 


Enc: As above 



Mr. L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001 


D.O.No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(iii)/26' 


Copy forwarded to Sri U.K.Kalra Director (S), Mini; of Home Affairs, Govt, of India, North Block, 


New Delhi- 1 10001 for information and necessary action. 
November, 2004 of Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB is encli 


y of the lett3er NO CCMB/LS dated 3 rd 



November 9, 2004 


(P.K. Senguptai 
Secretary 


Enc: As above 


cprfSrOzT gci 3 tm^ ^fiqiq^icr 
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'ii. cTTcfuft Dr. Lalji Singh 

rv^jr^J Director 

No. DCCMB/LS 
November 3, 2004 

Shri Justice M K Mukherjee 
The Hon’ble Chairman 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
Kolkata 700 087 


CSIi 

CENTRE FOR CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 

(Council of Scientific & Industrial Research) 



Dear Shri Mukherjee, 

Shri P K Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for inquiry into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose came to CCMB, Hyderabad on 2 nd 
November 2004 at 10:00 pm. He came to the laboratory on 3 rd November at 10:30 am and a 
meeting was held with the Director, CCMB, Dr Lalji Singh and the Scientist-in-charge of the 
Ancient DNA Facility, Dr K Thangaraj. 

The photographs of the ashes supposed to be that of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose were 
carefully looked at. From the photographs, it appears that the bones are completely burnt 
leaving very little hope for the survival of DNA. However, on the examination of plates 4 and 
6, it appears that there may be some portions of teeth and jaw bones relatively less charred 
compared to the other bones. Attempts could be made to bring those pieces of bones, which 
are relatively less charred to isolate DNA and to establish the identity of the deceased. 

The Ancient DNA Facility at CCMB, which has been set-up with the funding support of the 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
is fully functional. It is advisable that a scientist, specifically molecular biologist, could be 
requested to sort out the potentially less charred pieces of bones from a place of its storage 
in Japan to bring it to India. These selected pieces could be sealed in a plastic bag and 
brought to India at room temperature. It is not required to store the pieces of bones in ice or 
dry ice container. We are retaining the photographs brought by Shri Sengupta for our 
records. 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

. / 



[ Lalji Singh ] 




(Off) 27160789 

Telephone : EPABX : 27160222 - 41 

(Resi.) 27160555, 27160556 


International: +91-40-27160252,27160591,27160311 
Fax India : 040-27160252,27160591,27160311 

Website : www.ccmb.res.in 


i lalji@ccmb.res.in 

E-mail la!ji@ccmb.res.in 

<nr : wil&zt 

Telegram : Biocentre 


JS(CNO)MEA 


Fax =3792285 


Transmit Conf. Report 

5 Nov 2004 15=03 


Fax/Phone Number 

Mode 

Start 

Time 

Page 

Result 

. T\ 

Note 

03322522765 

NORMAL 

5.15=03 

10 '27* 

10 

M 





L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XII 


18 September 2004 


Dear 


Please refer to my letter of even number dated 8 September 2004, 3 
September 5 2004 and 12 August 2004 and your 

03/83(111/93 dated June 28, 2004 and No. JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(III/ 124 
dated August 04, 2004 and No. JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(III/ 186 dated August 
30, 2004) regarding proposed visit by the JMCI team to Russia. 


2 The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of th,e Russian Federation has conveyed 
that the information sought on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was not found 
in the Central Archives of the Federation Security Service of Russia. A 
copy of the note received by our Mission in Moscow in this regard, is 
k enclosed for the Commission's information and record. 

Yours sincerely, 


^ Uo 

(L ErRalte) 

Shri P K.Sengupta 

Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

TB’ Block (Third Floor), 11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kblkata 700 087 
[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 


Copy for information to 

Shri Umesh Kalra, Director, NCB-II Section, Security Division, Ministry 
of Home Affairs, North Block, N.Delhi, w.r.t the aforementioned letter 

received from JMCI. 






L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


\ ; KiC'v'it 

■^NiSTRY Of- EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


01 November 2004 



Dear 


This is further to your letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(iii)/219 
dated 27 September 2004 and our letters No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated 12 
October 2004 and 18 October 2004 regarding proposed visit of the JMCI 
Team to Singapore, Taipei, Saigon, Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur from 
November 15-30, 2004. 

2. As indicated in my last letter, our Mission in Kuala Lumpur 
(Malaysia) had approached the Government of Malaysia again, seeking 
permission for the JMCI to have access to the documents relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. The Malaysian authorities have granted 
permission and have asked the Mission to submit application forms 
prescribed for this purpose, for their record. 

3. You are requested to fill-in the enclosed application forms 
(separately for each member of the JMCI team) and refax the same to us, 
alongwith copies of passport pages in each case, for onward transmission 
to the Malaysian authorities. 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Biock (Third Floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Ko lkata 700 087 

ax : 033-2252-2765 ] 
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EPU/Research Form 1 


The processing pf your application is subject to you submitting a fully completed 
application form! with all the required documents. 


APPLICATION TO CONDUCT RESEARCH IN MALAYSIA 


The Director General, 

Economic Planning Unit, 

Block B5&B6, 

Federal Government Administrative Centre, 
62502 Puuajaya,, 

Malaysia. 


Passport 

Size 

Photograph 
Of Applicant 
3.8cm x 5.2 cm 


X. PERSONAX DATA 

1 . Name (capital letters): 

2. Gender: 

3. Occupation: 

4. Official designalion/position: 

5. Employer: 

6 . .address of employer 

7. r .'el. number: 

8. Fax number 

9. E-mail: 


1 


. 03 Sc. . 


EPl’ SUCROEC 


10. Home address;: 


11 . C ty/State Code: 

12. Nationality at Birth: 

0 , 

ll Date & Place of Birth: , 

14. C jurrent Nationality: IIim , 

15. P issport Number: Date & place of issue: 

Expiry Date: 

16. N.arital Status: ; 

IL SPONSORSHIP 
1. Name of sponsoring agency. 

[Plea ;e attach the relevant documents from the sponsoring agency. 




2. Amount: 


ra. past education 



2 


xaic.-M. ax 03 BPO JUCROECC 


IV. RESEARCH INFORMATION 

1. Ar; you candidate for a degree: Yes: ( ] No: [ ] 

2. If ‘ YES” 

i. Dejfiee : . 

ii. Fit Id of Study: 1 

iii. Institution: 

iv. C( immencement date: 

v. Co npletion date; 

vi. Sipevisor’s name; 

3. Title of Research (Please attach research proposal with details of objectives, 
meth jdology, definition of concepts, locations of research, duration and research 
schecule). 


4. Fit Id of study. 


5. Referral Agencies. 


6. Di ration of Research in Malaysia: 


" OJ 8 8 4-J 


c/u MACKOECO.NO 


r\ 


Question 7 ar d 8 Refer To Foreign Researchers Only 


7 . Details of p xvious research conducted in Malaysia. 


* 

Title of Research 

Year 

Undertaken 

Publication 

Date Submitted to 

M alqysian 
GQVernmeut 




BBI * 

L_ 



i 


8. Details of previous visit(s) to Malaysia and nature of visit(s): 
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V. MALAYSIAN COUNTERPART (applicable to foreign researchers only) 

(Please attach the letter of consent from your Malaysian counterpart together with his/her 
curriculum vitae). 

1. Name: 

2. Address:..., 


3. Research ,vill result in; 

(i) Thesis/Dissertation [ ] 

(ii) Repcrt [ ] 

(iii) Publi ration [ ] 

(iv) ’ Others (Please specify) [ ] 


VI. ENTRY VISA 

(1) ” lodici.te Malaysian Embassy /High Commision/Consular Office from which you would 
like tc i collect your entry visa should your research be approved. 


5 
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VEL DECLARAinON/ AGREEMENT BY APPLICANT 

1 . I certify that the details and mformation provided in this form arc true and accurate. 

2. I, hereby agree: 

(i) To personally return the research pass and a copy of a preliminary report on the 
research undertaken to ^PU before departure from Malaysia; 

(ii) To submit at nq cost to the EPU three copies of my dissertation, final report or 
publication as well as in diskette form, 

(iii) To refrain from publishing any information prejudicial to the integrity and national 
interest of Malaysia. 

(iv) Not to surreptiously remove any specimen from Malaysia without prior 
knowledge or written approval from the agency/agencies concern. 


RESEARCHERS WHO FAIL TO COMPLY WITH THE RESEARCH 
PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS WILL BE BARRED FROM 
UND ERTAKING A]SY SUBSEQUENT RESEARCH IN MALAYSIA- 


m Date: - 

Signature of Applicant 

IMPORTANT 

Chec,dist Before Submission Of Application 

The Completed Form (Signed, dated and photograph affixed), 

Research Proposal; 

An Official Letter From Funding/Sponsoring Agency (with amount of funding stated); 
A Letter Of Support From Malaysian Counterpart; 

A Photostat Copy of Passport ; and 
A Letter to Effect Payment 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 


14 October, 2004 


Reference your fax message dated 01 October 2004 regarding the proposed visit 
of a 2-member team of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) to Malaysia 
and other countries. 

2. As per the available records in this Mission, the then Director (CNV), MEA had 
been conveyed vide this Mission’s letter of even number dated 24 February 2004 that the 
National Archives of Malaysia was not able to furnish any information on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. Further, vide this Mission’s letter of even number dated 6 th March 2003, 
the then JS (CNV), MEA was informed of the demise of Shri Amrik Singh Gill of the 
Indian National Army, who was reported to be living in Kuala Lumpur. 

3. In view of the foregoing, this Mission may be informed of the arrangements to be 
made in connection with the JMCI’s visit to Malaysia. We are, however, approaching the 
National Archives of Malaysia once again and Shri Dato’ G. S. Gill, brother of the 
deceased Shri Amrik Singh Gill, who is living in Kuala Lumpur, to provide information 
to the JMCI during the proposed visit to Kuala Lumpur. In addition, we are also 
approaching the Netaji Service Centre in Kuala Lumpur to help the JMCI in facilitating 
its inquiry. 



4. The Mission will make logistic airangements like accommodation, transport, 
reception and see-off, etc on receipt of travel plan of the JMCI. Action has, however, 
been initiated for other arrangements such as video recording, still photography, etc. 


Looking forward to receive your response. 


This issues with the approval of the High Commissioner. 


WJitL 




\f 



(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 


SjyjjLdtX italte 
A Director (CNV) 

Minir + ~ r 

iuuP 


Ministry of External Affairs, 
Delhi 

ftl 0^4* , 

cri-i 


VlY fk^ 




’ k Address : No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta, Off Jalan Duta, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
Post Box No. 10059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur. Telegraphic Address : HICOMIND 
telephone : 603 - 2093 3510 Telex No : MA 30317 Fax : 603 - 2093 3507, 603- 2092 5826 
E-mail : High Commissioner : highcomm@po.jaring.my 
E-mail : Dy. High Commissioner : dhc002@po.jaring.my / Defence Adviser : dahcikl@po.jaring.my 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch@po.jaring.my / First Secretary & HOC : hoc@po.jaring.my 
, | | ^ WEBSITE : www.indianhighcommission.com.my 



57 . 







m* >; n 

t* 


KUA/P/l 63/0 1/03 




*TR?f "on v^ccn^n 




HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 

29 October, 2004 


Sub: Visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to Malaysia 

I£>£i3jL S>KtI ^ y 

This is in continuation of our earlier communication dated 14 October 
2004 on the above mentioned subject. 




2. This Mission approached the relevant authorities of Government of 
Malaysia requesting permission for the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI) to have access to the documents relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose which may be in possession of the National Archives of 
Malaysia. While permission has been accorded by the Government of 
Malaysia, the Mission has been asked by the Malaysian authorities to have 
the enclosed application filled in and forwarded to them for their record 
purposes. It is, therefore, requested that the enclosed forms may be got 
filled in by the each member of the JMCI and forwarded to us along with a 
| \^y'' . copy of their passports. 

(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 

ShrLL.D. Ralte 
rector (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi 

Fax:00-91-11-23792285 






Address : No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta, Off Jalan Duta, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
Post Box No. 10059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur. Telegraphic Address : HICOMIND 
Telephone : 603 - 2093 3510 Telex No : MA 30317 Fax : 603 - 2093 3507, 603- 2092 5826 
E-mail : High Commissioner : highcomm@po.jaring.my 
E-mail : Dy. High Commissioner : dhc002@po.jaring.my / Defence Adviser : dahcikl@po.jaring.my 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch@po.jaring.my / First Secretary & HOC : hoc@po.jaring.my 
WEBSITE : www.indianhighcommission.com.my 
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EPU/Research Form 1 


The processing of your application is subject to you submitting a fully completed 
application form with all the required documents. 


APPLICATION TO CONDUCT RESEARCH IN MALAYSIA 


Tb e Director General, 

Economic Planning Unit, 

Block B5&B6, 

Federal Government Administrative Centre, 
62502 Putrajaya,, 

M: ilaysia. 


Passport 

Size 

Photograph 
Of Applicant 
3.8cm x 5.2 cm 


I. PERSONAL DATA 

1. Name (capital letters): 

2. Gender: 

3. Occupation: 

4. Official designation/position: 

5. Employer: ...... 

6. i address of employer: 

7. ' el. number: 

8. Fax number: 

9. Ji-mail: 


1 
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EPU MACROECONOMICS 




10. Home address: 



1 1 . C ty/State Code: 

12. Nationality at Birth: „ 

13. Date & Place ofBirth: 

14. C irrent Nationality: 

15. P issport Number: Date & place of issue: 

Expiry Date: 

16. N/arital Status: 

n. SPONSORSHIP 

1 . Na me of sponsoring agency. 

[Plea ;e attach the relevant documents from the sponsoring agency. 


2. Amount: 


m. PAST EDUCATION 



Level of Academic 

C ualifica lion 

Education: Institution 

Sl location 

Period of Study 

M ajor Field of Study 


First Degree 




* 

P is t Graduate 





Others 
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IV. RESEARCH ENEORMAT1 ON 

1. At; you candidate for a degree: Yes: [ ] No: [ 

2. If ‘YES” 

i. Deip-ee : 

ii. Field of Study: 

iii. Institution: 



iv. Commencement date: 


v. Completion date: 

vi. Stpevisor’s name: 

3. Title of Research (Please attach research proposal with details of objectives, 
methodology, definition of concepts, locations of research, duration and research 
schec ule). 


4. Fie Id of study. 


5. Referral Agencies. 


6. Di ration of Research in Malaysia: 
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Question 7 ar d 8 Refer To Foreign Researchers Only 



7. Details of p revious research conducted in Malaysia. 


> 

Title of Research 

Year 

Undertaken 

Publication 

Date Submitted to 
Malaysian 
Government 

! 









8. Details of previous visit(s) to Malaysia and nature of visit(s): 


Date(;) 

Nature of Visit(s) 




29/10 2004 15:46 FAI 03 8888 3798 EPU MACROECONOMICS 
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V. MALAYSIAN COUNTERPART (applicable to foreign researchers only) 

(Please attaci the letter of consent from your Malaysian counterpart together with his/her 
curriculum \ itae). 

1. Name: 

2. Address: .. 


3. Research vill result in: 

(i) Thesis/Dissertation [ ] 

(ii) Repcrtf ] 

(iii) Publi nation [ ] 

(iv) ' Others (Please specify) [ ] 


VI. ENTRY VISA 

(1) Indic:.te Malaysian Embassy/High Cornmision/Consular Office from which you would 
like to collect your entry visa should your research be approved. 
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Vn. DECLARATION/AGREEMENT BY APPLICANT 

1 . I certify that the details and information provided in this form are true and accurate. 

2. I, hereby agree: 

(i) To personally return the research pass and a copy of a preliminary report on the 
research undertaken to EPU before departure from Malaysia; 

(ii) To submit at no cost to the EPU three copies of my dissertation, final report or 
publication as well as in diskette form; 

(ui) To refrain from publishing any information prejudicial to the integrity and national 
interest of Malaysia. 

(iv) Not to surreptiously remove any specimen from Malaysia without prior 
knowledge or written approval from the agency/agencies concern. 


RESEARCHERS WHO FAIL TO COMPLY WITH THE RESEARCH 
PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS WILL BE BARRED FROM 
UNDERTAKING ANY SUBSEQUENT RESEARCH IN MALAYSIA. 


Date: 


Signature of Applicant 


IMPORTANT 

Chec dist Before Submission Of Application 

|| _J1 The Completed Form (Signed, dated and photograph affixed); 

| | Research Proposal; 

An Official Letter From Funding/Sponsoring Agency (with amount of funding stated); 
A Letter Of Support From Malaysian Counterpart; 

A Photostat Copy of Passpoit ; and 
A Letter to Effect Payment 
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Joint Secretary (CNV) 
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D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


01 November 2004 


Dear 


This is further to your letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(iii)/219 
dated 27 September 2004 and our letters No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XII dated 12 
October 2004 and 18 October 2004 regarding proposed visit of the JMCI 
Team to Singapore, Taipei, Saigon, Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur from 
November 15-30, 2004. 

2. As indicated in my last letter, our Mission in Kuala Lumpur 
(Malaysia) had approached the Government of Malaysia again, seeking 
permission for the JMCI to have access to the documents relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. The Malaysian authorities have granted 
permission and have asked the Mission to submit application forms 
prescribed for this purpose, for their record. 

3. You are requested to fill-in the enclosed application forms 
(separately for each member of the JMCI team) and refax the same to us, 
alongwith copies of passport pages in each case, for onward transmission 
to the Malaysian authorities. 



Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 

[ Fax : 033-2252-2765 ] 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 

29 October, 2004 


Sub: Visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to Malaysia 

Slvn 'Rolte., 


This is in continuation of our earlier communication dated 14 October 
2004 on the above mentioned subject. 


2. This Mission approached the relevant authorities of Government of 
Malaysia requesting permission for the Justice Mukheijee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI) to have access to the documents relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose which may be in possession of the National Archives of 
Malaysia. While permission has been accorded by the Government of 
Malaysia, the Mission has been asked by the Malaysian authorities to have 
the enclosed application filled in and forwarded to them for their record 
purposes. It is, therefore, requested that the enclosed forms may be got 
filled in by the each member of the JMCI and forwarded to us along with a 
copy of their passports. 

WitK T 

(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 



Shri L.D. Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 

Fax:00-91-11-23792285 



Address : No. 2, Jalan Ta/nan Duta, Off Jalan Duta, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
Post Box No. 10059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur Telegraphic Address : HICOMfND 
Telephone : 60 ) - 2093 3510 Telex No : MA 30317 Fax : 603 - 2093 3507, 603- 2092 5826 
E-mail : High Commissioner ; highcomm@pojaring.my 
E-mail : Dy. High Commissioner ; dhc002@po jaring.my ( Defence Adviser : dahci]d@po janng.my 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch@po .jaring.my / First Secretary A HOC : hoc@po jaring.my 
WEBSITE : www.indianhighcommi9Sion.com.my 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
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NEW DELHI 


D.O No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


28 October 2004 


Dear 


Please refer to your letter no. JMCI/ Overseas / Witnesses /2002- 
2003/70(11) /432 dated 5 February 2004, and letter no. 
JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-2003/70(III)/192 dated 2 September 2004 
regarding your request for obtaining a copy of book titled “Kojak Rebels” written 
by Gerald De Cruz. 

2. It has since transpired that the Book is actually titled: {( Rojak Rebels”. It 
was initially understood that the author of the book - Mr. Gerald De Cruz, who 
has since deceased, had acted as the personal assistant to Netaji Subhas Bose in 
Saigon during the period 1943 to 1945 and that he had married a Bulgarian lady. 
It was revealed that his son Mr. Simon Tensing De Cruz is presently Singapore’s 
Ambassador to Myanmar. 

3. Our Ambassador posted in Yangon, Myanmar contacted Ambassador 
Simon Tensing De Cruz in this regard. During the discussion Ambassador Cruz 
categorically stated that his father did not serve as the personal assistant to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. He said that his father had in-fact served as the first non- 
Indian for Free India Radio in Saigon and that he was a good friend of Lt. Col. 
Inayat Hassan of the INA. 

4. Ambassador De Cruz also revealed during the meeting that the book- 
“ Rojak Rebels” had been out of print for long and that he had no extra copies of 
the same. When requested for a photo-stat of the one and only copy of the book 
available with him, he showed some reluctance, pointing out that much of the 
book did not relate to Netaji. He however provided a photocopy of the specific 
chapter, which was relevant to Netaji. The photocopy is enclosed for your perusal 
and record. 

5. We trust the information would be of interest to the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. 




(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 




V 
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Ambassador of India 
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545-547, j&z [%rfy 

545-547. Merchant Street 
tfhFC '«rfcRT tt. 751 
Post Bos No. 751 
q l < m TT, 

Yangon, Myanmar 

/Tei . (951) 250161, 250165 
/ Fax : (951) 254086. 250164 
E-mail : Amb.indembygn@mptmail net mm 


Immediate 


October 13, 2004 


Further to my e-mail of October 11 and with reference to your letter no. 
25/4/NGO-Vol-XII dated October 7, I discussed the issues relating to Mr. Gerald de 
Cruz, with his son Mr. Simon de Cruz, the present Singaporean Ambassador to 
Myanmar. The Ambassador categorically stated that his father did not serve as the 
personal assistant to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. He said that his father served as the 
first non-Indian for Free India Radio in Saigon and that he was a good friend of Lt. Col. 
Inayat Hassan of INA. 


"2. The Ambassador further observed that, on making enquiries, he found that no 
extra copies of his father's book were available and that the book had been out of print 
for long. When I requested him to help us with a photocopy of the copy of book he had y 
with him, he showed some reluctance, pointing out that much of the book did not relate 
to Netaji. However, he agreed to give us a photocopy of the specific chapter which was 
relevant to Netaji. This photocopy is enclosed. We hope that this will serve the purpose 
of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 



A 




Please acknowledge the receipt of this letter. 

With good wishes, 


V 


Shri L.D. Ralte, 
Director(CNV) 
MEA, South Block 


* 



’ Yours sincerely, 
(R.K.Bhatia) 





I Travel 1,000 Miles on Errand of Mercy 


AS THE FIRST YEAR of the Japanese Occupation of Singapore drew 
to a close, my father fell ill from a mysterious, lingering malady. 
The doctor could find nothing organically wrong with him, but 
slowly he began to lose his appetite, and to fade away in front of our 
very eyes. 

It seemed to me to be more of a psychological illness than a mere 
organic upset. After all, the Japanese conquest of Singapore had 
eliminated the only world, the world of the white man, which my 
father had known, and within which he had grown up. Moreover, 
his own family had been scattered, by fate and by war, to the four 
winds. 

My mother had died ten years before; and my youngest brother, 
Guy, was a POW in the barbarous Japanese camp in Thailand, 
building the infamous Death Railway there. We did not know 
whether he was alive or dead. 

And there was still no news of my kid sister Hazel, on whom 
my father had doted, although a year and more had passed since we 
had sent her to India to avoid the Japanese Occupation. Other 
relatives had managed, through the Indian Red Cross, to send back 
reassuring messages of their survival and their safety; but there had 
been no news at all from or about Hazel. This convinced my father 
that she was dead and that our relatives in India were conspiring to 
keep the bad news from him. 

It was true that Dudley, my younger brother, was alive and well 
but I, his eldest son, still continued in these hazardous times to 
send Dad to Coventry. I had been the apple of my father’s eye, and 
to him this was probably the “unkindest cut of all”. 

Then, in November 1942, the dreaded Kempeitai, the Japanese 


/ Travtl 1,000 Milts on Errand oj Mtrcy 


secret police, arrested a group of Katong Eurasians, one of whom 
was my father, for secretly listening to forbidden BBC broadcasts. 

One of the group was executed, but my father and the others, 
after months in Kempeitai cells, were released. They dared not say 
a word about their ordeal although it was strongly rumoured that 
they had been tortured. This could have been the last straw for my 
father, for soon after his release, his mysterious illness began. 

I decided that the only way I could help him was to try and get 
a message to my sister Hazel in India explaining that Dad was very 
ill and that we needed news of her safety and whereabouts to cheer 
him up. I was confident that Hazel was alive and well and that her 
silence was accidental. 

If I did manage to get back news from Hazel, I argued to myself, 
one of Dad’s major concerns would have been removed, and his 
hope for an eventual reunion with Hazel would help to restore his 
morale and give him back the will to live. 

I must confess, to my shame, that the thought that I should 
myself seek to be reconciled with him never - so self-righteous was 
my anger with him - crossed my mind. 

Quite by chance I met Tom Hope, a veteran newspaperman 
working in the daily Syonan Shimbun , which had replaced The 
Straits Times. He informed me that Indian POWs in Singapore and 
Malaya were successfully sending messages to India and getting 
return messages via the Free India Radio in Saigon, which was 
being run by the Indian National Army (IN A). 

The INA was the organization led by Subhas Chandra Bose, the 
well-known Indian nationalist leader, which, under the auspices of 
the Japanese, was meant to spearhead the Japanese attack on India 
from Burma. And that was why the Death Railway was being built, 
to transport INA and Japanese forces to the Indian border. 

It now became my objective to use the Free India Radio in 
Saigon to get a message to and from my sister in India. 

Fortunately, just about this time, the Syonan (Singapore) radio 
advertised vacancies for English-speaking radio personnel at the 
Japanese-controlled Radio Saigon which broadcast worldwide in 
the English language. I applied at once for the post of news editor 



ROJAK REBEL - MEMOIRS OF A SINGAPORE MAVERICK 


and, after being tested, was selected, along with two other 
Singaporeans. 

We were to travel by rail from Singapore to Padang Besar on the 
Thai border, and then by cattle-truck across Thailand, Cambodia 
and Vietnam to Saigon - about a thousand miles in all. All these 
countries were under Japanese hegemony, so I wasn’t surprised, on 
the morning of our departure from Singapore, that the other two 
successful candidates did not turn up. 

At Kuala Lumpur we picked up a thin, chain-smoking Brahmin 
from Madras, another successful candidate, who was the laziest 
person I had ever met. Whenever we changed trains or cattle-trucks, 
he would hire one porter to carry his briefcase, a second to carry the 
small leather case in which he kept a change of clothing and his 
shaving kit, and a third porter to carry the book he was reading at 
the time. 

The cattle-trucks at Padang Besar were packed with Japanese 
soldiers going on leave to Bangkok, and we squeezed among them. 
Since they could hiss only a few words in English, we got on well 
enough with them and they kindly shared their army rations with us. 

Bangkok is a blur in my memory; but the rice fields of Thailand, 
stretching from horizon to horizon, were unforgettable. Phnom- 
Penh, whose lilting syllables had enchanted me at school, was 
another blur. 

And then, after a week of hard, continuous travel in our bumpy 
cattle-trucks, we arrived in Saigon, the capital city of French Indo- 
China. Built with French precision, its streets were all at right angles 
to one another, and all converged into a great city square, in the 
centre of which blossomed a glorious cathedral that seemed to be 
“half as old as time”. 

I lasted only a few months at my job in Saigon, when I unwittingly 
absented myself for the entire Easter weekend as had been the 
custom in Singapore. I returned to the office only on the Tuesday, 
to be confronted by my enraged colleagues - all of them Japanese 
officers. 

Brushing aside my explanations, one of them, Kamaguchi, who 
was large and beetle-browed, gave me a thundering slap on the face 
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which sent my spectacles flying. I responded automatically with a 
lucky blow that exploded on the point of his chin and floored him. 
Then the others pounced on me and I ran for my life! 

Fortunately, the Japanese are short-legged people, so I easily 
outran my pursuers as I dashed headlong to my destination, the 
large bungalow that housed the personnel of the Free India Radio in 
Saigon which was about a mile away from my office. 

I had visited them before and come to know them. Their chief 
was one Colonel Naga, a self-opinionated and pompous bore of 42, 
with a synthetic “Haw-haw” English accent who knew as much 
about running a radio station as he knew about growing avocados in 
Australia. 

But his deputy, Lieut. -Colonel Inayat Hassan, who concealed a 
razor-keen intellect and an infectious sense of humour behind a 
fierce moustache, was an entirely different kettle of fish. He had the 
noble, aquiline features of his Rajput ancestors and he handled the 
English language masterfully. 

It was Inayat who ran the station with clockwork precision, and 
it was to his room that I now fled for sanctuary, gasping out my story 
and appealing to him for help as my Japanese pursuers were not far 
behind. 

“Don’t worry,” replied the unflappable Inayat. “Just sit down 
and get your breath back.” I sat down, breathing heavily and, a few 
seconds later, my three Japanese pursuers burst into the room, led 
by the man I had knocked down and demanded that I be returned 
to them to be punished for hitting a Japanese officer. 

Rising slowly and deliberately to his full height of six feet two 
inches and towering over the little Japanese officers, Inayat, his thick 
moustache bristling with anger, warned them sternly: “If you touch 
a single hair on his head, I shall personally throw all three of you out 
of the window of this room!” 

This threat stopped the Japanese in their tracks. There had 
been too many incidents already of fights between INA soldiers 
and Japanese soldiers who had tried to humiliate them, so after a 
hurried discussion among themselves they sheepishly left the 
room, and I became the first non-Indian to work for the Free 
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India Radio in Saigon. 

The following week I sent a message to India, informing my 
sister of Dad’s illness and entreating her to reply. Just a week later, 
Hazel replied that she was well and happy, had joined the Women’s 
Army Auxiliary Corps (India) or WAACI and was engaged to be 
married to an American warrant officer. I relayed this message back 
to Singapore via an INA medical officer and sat back to enjoy 
myself in Saigon. 

What followed was one of the happiest years in my life, for I had 
found both a cause and a very good friend. 

The cause was the noble cause of Indian freedom to which I had 
been converted many years before after reading the remarkable 
autobiography of Pandit Nehru, the leader under Mahatma Gandhi, 
of India’s long struggle for independence. 

Now that I had the opportunity to do something for India, I 
threw myself into the work of the Free India Radio in Saigon, 
writing weekly talks that were broadcast to India denouncing Britain’s 
imperialistic stranglehold on India, and inciting the Indian masses 
to rebel. 

Inayat Hassan was twenty-four and I a year younger when we 
met in Saigon. Somehow, during that year, our many joint 
activities - cooperating in our radio work, having long discussions 
on every subject under the sun, and our occasional escapades into 
Saigon’s multifaceted night life - blew into flame again the embers 
of our youth, which had been almost snuffed out under the jack- 
boot heels of the unspeakable vileness of the Second World War. 

Once again, for both of us in Saigon, “Twas bliss in that dawn to 
be alive, and to be young was very heaven!” 

At the beginning of 1944, Inayat was recalled to Singapore and 
placed in charge of the INA’s rear headquarters there when the 
combined Japanese and INA attack on India began from the Burmese 
border at Imphal. 

But this offensive collapsed, and was followed by the collapse of 
the entire Japanese war effort when the Allies dropped atom bombs 
on Japan, forcing the Japanese Government into unconditional 
surrender. 
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Inayat and other INA leaders were rounded up by the triumphant 
British and imprisoned in the Red Fort in Delhi. All of them except 
Inayat were released without trial, when the issue of their release 
became an India-wide theme of agitation by the Indian National 
Congress. Inayat was not released because the British held a special 
grudge against him for his blistering attacks on them over the Free 
India Radio. 

He was, however, visited weekly by Pandit Nehru, and a deep 
attachment was formed between the old lion and the young one. 

Over in Singapore - to which I had returned from Saigon - a 
certain officer of British Intelligence warned me that, as a result of 
my radio broadcasts from Saigon, he had enough evidence against 
me “to hang you from seven trees!” 

“Your fate,” he warned, “depends on the action taken against 
Inayat Hassan in the Red Fort.” 

Meanwhile, over in India, Pandit Nehru finally lost his temper 
with the dilatory tactics of the British in deciding Inayat’s case, and 
he peremptorily demanded Inayat’s full and unconditional release 
immediately. 

This was the time of the delicate mission to India of Sir Stafford 
Cripps and the British could ill afford Nehru’s displeasure, so Inayat 
was suddenly released. 

When I next met the British Intelligence officer in Singapore, I 
said teasingly (in reference to Inayat’s release from gaol), “I hear 
that your seven trees have all been cut down!” He glowered at me, 
but said nothing. He now lives in Australia, a fate which he probably 
deserves. 

A few months later, Inayat himself turned up in Singapore as the 
Far East correspondent of the Free Press of India, and stayed with my 
family for a week in Katong, reliving our colourful Saigon experiences. 

Then Inayat left Singapore for Indonesia to report on the 
Indonesian nationalist uprising in 1946, which was being militarily 
threatened by reactionary Dutch armed forces wanting to restore 
Dutch hegemony over the entire archipelago. 

His military acumen warning him that the Indonesian situation 
was untenable, Inayat played a major role in convincing President 
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Sukarno that the latter had no military answer to the Dutch and 
should, therefore, undertake a diplomatic offensive. Inayat suggested 
that Sukarno should take the Indonesian case for independence to 
the United Nations in New York and there win formal recognition 
of Indonesian independence from that world body whose prestige 
was then at its highest. 

India, urged Inayat, would certainly bring its great moral and 
diplomatic weight to bear behind the Indonesian case for 
independence, and the United Nations, in turn, would be able to 
bring enormous world pressure to bear against the Dutch. 

President Sukarno finally agreed and sent an Indonesian 
delegation, accompanied by Inayat, first to New Delhi, to win the 
approval of Pandit Nehru and the Indian National Congress for its 
plan, and then to New York where the Indonesians won recognition 
of their right to independence. Two years later, the Dutch forces 
withdrew. 

And there we must leave Inayat Hassan - a great crusader and a 
good friend. 
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